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THE    DEERHURSTS. 


CHAPTER  I. 


My  father  was  the  son  of  Sir  Roger  Deer- 
hurst,  a  descendant  of  the  Coventry  family, 
who  with  other  young  adventurers  had  accom- 
panied Mr.  Clive  to  India,  and  during  the  seven 
years'  war  had  distinguished  himself  by  his  gal- 
lantry, knowledge  of  the  oriental  languages,  and 
a  prudence  and  self-ppssbttiin^  where  interest 
prevailed,  more  to  be  envied  thaB  admired  in  one 
so  young. 

At  Arania  he  fought  by  the  side  of  Mr.  Clive, 
and  being  the  means  of  preserving  that  brave 
Commander's  life,  was  not  only  presented  with 
a  company,  but  appointed  to  a  place  of  high 
trust  on  the  Coromandel  coast  There  he  was 
soon  after  imited  to  the  orphan  heiress  of  one  of 
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the  Carnatic  nabobs  who  had  perished  in  Madras 
in  1746^  when  it  was  besieged  by  the  French. 
With  her  Sir  Roger  gained  vast  wealth  and  a 
splendid  residence  near  Pondicherry.  It  was 
said,  that  not  satisfied  with  these  unexpected 
acquisitions^  he  not  only  encouraged,  but  took 
part  in  the  barbarous  persecutions  against  the 
hapless  Gentoos,  for  the  purpose  of  extorting 
their  treasures.  For  the  truth  of  these  reports 
I  cannot  vouch,  but  alas !  from  earliest  youth^  I 
had  too  much  cause  to  understand  his  stern, 
unrelenting  temper. 

Of  Sir  Roger's  union  with  the  Carnatic  heiress^ 
my  father  Lionel  was  the  only  fruit;  and  as  at 
the  age  of  twelve  he  appeared  delicate,  malgri 
the  bitter  grief  of  parting  from  her  beloved  boy, 
Liady  Deerhurst  consented  to  have  him  educated 
in  England,  hoping  that  its  genial  clime  would 
restore  his  waning  strength.  Thither  Sir  Roger 
accompanied  him,  placed  him  at  Eton,  enjoining 
that  he  should  be  gratified  in  every  whim  and  ca- 
price his  childish  fancy  might  dictate ;  and  then 
bidding  him  a  fond  adieu,  returned  to  India. 

Profiting  by  the  indulgence  so  weakly  granted, 
Lionel  as  might  be  expected  became  more  re- 
markable for  fun  and  firdic,  than  attention  to 
study.  His  cheerful  temper,  buoyant  spirits,  and 
unbounded  generosity  gained  for  him  the  friend- 
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ship  of  his  companions ;  and  when  at  eighteen 

he  left  Eton  to  join  the light  infantry^  in 

which  he  was  appointed  to  an  ensigncy,  he 
bore  away  with  him  the  sincere  r^;rets  of  the 
whole  college ;  for  even  the  tutors,  however  they 
lo^ht  condemn  his  idleness,  were  by  no  means 
proof  against  the  influence  of  his  ingenuous  and 
liberal  disposition. 

In  the    light  infantry  he    lost   none  of  his 
Etonian  popularity ;  his  introduction  as  Sir  Ro- 
ger's heir  was  favourable ;  then  he  was  abund- 
antly supplied  with  money,  kept  a  noble  stud, 
both  at  the  command  of  his  friends,  which  in- 
cluded all  his  brother  officers,  nay  acquaintances ; 
to  these  extraneous  advantages,  he  united  a  ready 
playful  wit,  a  fine  voice,  and  was  confiding  and 
extravagant    to    imprudence.     No  wonder    that 
Lionel  Deerhurst  was  popular.     In  placing  his 
son  in   the   light   infantry,  Sir    Roger    merely 
intended  it  as  a  sort  of  noviciate  in  the  service, 
as  he  himself  proposed'  returning  to  England,  and 
Imving  him    transferred  into  the  Life  Guards, 
which    his    great    interest    could    easily  effect. 
Besides,  he  had  it  in  contemplation  to  reside  a 
few  years  in  Devonshire,  where  he  inherited  an 
ancient  though  dilapidated  estate  from  his  an- 
cestor, the  first  baronet  of  his  race ;  but  ere  these 
plans  were  put  into  execution,  the  unexpected 
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acquirements,  to  throw  into  the  shade  the  un- 
happy circumstances  of  their  birth.  It  had  been 
his  intention  to  have  given  them  large  fortunes,  and 
to  have  introduced  them  into  those  high  circles 
in  which  he  himself  moved;  but  in  the  midst  of 
these  schemes  for  their  aggrandizement  he  was 
carried  off  suddenly  and  intestate,  while  his 
lovely  and  accomplished  daughters  were  plunged 
into  the  extremest  destitution.  A  distant  rela- 
tive succeeded  to  the  title  and  estates,  who  far 
from  extending  to  them  any  protection,  openly 
maintained  the  propriety  of  discountenancing  the 
offspring  of  the  late  Lord's  profligacy.  Thus, 
owing  to  the  selfish  thoughtlessness  of  their 
father,  were  they  obliged  to  seek  an  anxious  and 
precarious  livelihood  in  the  practice  of  accom- 
plishments cultivated  with  a  widely  different 
view,  till  they  were  relieved  from  that  painful 
necessity  by  the  union  of  the  eldest  with  Mr. 
Amheim,  whose  mental  superiority  compensated 
for  his  want  of  youth  and  more  exalted  station. 

Had  Gertrude  Vilmont  been  less  beautiful  or 
fascinating,  her  misfortunes  and  dependance  had 
proved  sufficient  to  attach  her  to  Lionel,  then  glow- 
ing with  all  the  romance  of  youth  and  inexperience. 

The  particulars  of  my  father's  courtship  I 
never  learned ;  his  passion  for  Gertrude  was  so 
videnty  that  he  would  hare  sacrificed  every  con- 
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oderation  to  its  indulgence ;  but  in  his  mistaken 
view  of  Sir  Roger's  character  he  anticipated  no 
obstacle  to  his  wishes.  From  childhood,  his 
every  whim  and  a^rice  were  wont  to  be  grati- 
fied, and  the  idea  of  being  thwarted  in  the 
lightest  fancy  never  occurred  to  him. 

Too  impatient  to  wait,  during  the  tedious 
months  which  must  elapse  ere  he  received  his 
father's  sanction  from  Pondicherry,  he  urged 
his  beautiful  Gertrude  to  an  immediate  union. 
Fondly  devoted  to  her  ardent,  impassioned  lover, 
^^she  nothing  lothe,''  consented,  and  notwith- 
standing the  objections  put  forward  by  Mr.  Am- 
heim,  the  enamoured  lovers  were  ultimately  united 
by  him  in  the  parish  church  of  Plinlimmon. 

A  year  passed  off  happily,  during  which 
time,  under  various  pretexts,  Lionel  postponed 
announcing  his  nuptials  to  Sir  Roger ;  and 
as  Gertrude's  figure,  albeit  her  blushes,  held 
out  a  fair  prospect  of  her  soon  becoming  a 
mother,  confident  as  he  was,  he  began  to  fear 
that  he  had  been  too  precipitate,  and  that  Sir 
Roger  might  take  umbrage  at  a  step,  which  he  even 
to  himself  acknowledged  to  be  thoughtless ;  for 
while  Gertrude's  love  daily  increased,  his  declined 
in  an  equal  proportion ;  and  this  feeling  of  dis- 
content was  kept  up,  and  aggravated  by  the  fre- 
quent visits  which  he  made  to  his  corps,  still  at 
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Chester,  where  his  return  was  ever  hailed  with 
pleasure,  as  being  the  best  and  jolliest  fellow  at 
the  mess. 

Thus  months  rolled  on  imperceptibly,  when 
Lionel  was  roused  from  his  reckless  indifference, 
by  receiving  a  letter,  announcing  at  once  his 
father's  arrival  in  England,  and  his  own  appoint- 

ment  to  a  company  in  the light  infantry,  and 

also  requesting  that  he  would  lose  no  time  in 
joining  Sir  Roger  in  London.  In  compliance  with 
this  request,  Lionel  hastened  to  meet  that  parent 
from  whom  he  had  been  so  long  separated,  and 
of  whom  he  had  formed  so  erroneous  an  opinion ; 
while  as  the  event  proved.  Sir  Roger  was  equally 
mistaken  in  the  view  which  he  had  formed  of 
his  son. 

This  interview,  the  exact  particulars  of  which  I 
have  never  learned,  proved  fatal  to  my  father's 
prospects ;  nor  were  the  circumstances  under  which 
it  occurred,  such  as  to  lead  to  favourable  results. 
They  met  under  a  restraint ;  both  had  a  painful 
duty  to  perform — a  secret  to  disclose,  of  the 
reception  of  which  by  the  other,  each  was 
dubious.  Lionel  had  to  announce  to  his  haughty 
and  imperious  father  his  union  with  the  penni- 
less offspring  of  shame;  while  Sir  Roger  had  to 
apprize  hb  sarcastic  and  volatile  son  of  his  ap- 
proaching marriage,  with  one  young  enough  to 
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be  his  daughter;  for  the  business  which  had 
bronght  him  so  unexpectedly  to  Europe,  was  to 
make  some  arrangements  preparatory  to  his  nup- 
tiah  with  the  lovely  daughter  of  Admiral  Eustace. 
Besides,  Sir  Roger  was  disappointed,  cold,  proud, 
and  pompous,  a  lover  of  forms,  and  of  the  old 
n^me;  he  was  offended^  nay  often  shocked  at  the 
bold,  reckless,  dissipated  character  of  his  son. 

A  deficiency  of  moral  excellence  he  would  have 
overlooked  as  a  matter  of  indifference ;  but  Lio- 
nel's swearing  and  drinking,  his  noisy  and  pointed 
sarcasms,  while  they  were  repugnant  to  the  Eas- 
tern Nabob's  refinement,  constantly  wounded  his 
self-love;  and  fer  from  finding  pleasure  in  the 
society  of  an  only  son,  from  whom  he  had  been  so 
long  parted,  he  felt  ill  at  ease  in  his  company,  and 
was  relieved  by  his  absence. 

With  such  sentiments,  he  received  with  plea- 
sure the  intelligence  that  Lionel  must  proceed  to 
St.  Domingo  with  his  regiment.  Nor  was  this 
change  in  his  movements  displeasing  to  the  latter, 
as  it  placed  it  out  of  his  power  to  postpone  any 
longer 'that  disclosure  from  which  the  stem,  un- 
gracious manner  of  Sir  Roger,  had  hitherto  de- 
terred him.  He  was,  indeed,  conscious  that  he 
had  made  but  little  progress  in  Sir  Roger's  affec- 
tions, as  in  one  of  his  letters  to  my  mother  at 
this  period^  he  writes  thus : — 
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Lionel  Deerhurst.  He  arose,  next  morning; 
yet  oh  !  how  different.  But  yesterday,  the  ex- 
pectant heir  of  thousands,  the  favoured  child  of 
fortune,  the  son  whose  every  wish  was  no  sooner 
uttered  than  gratified ;  to-day,  disinherited,  bear- 
ing about  him  the  intolerable  burthen  of  a  father's 
wrath — the  wretched  victim  of  weakness  and  in- 
toxication. 

As  he  sate  striving  to  remove  the  weight  upon 
his  heart,  by  indulging  in  sanguine  hopes  of  Sir 
Roger's  relenting,  the  illusion  was  at  once  and  for 
ever  dispelled  by  receiving  a  letter,  reiterating  all 
that  the  exasperated  father  had  uttered  the  night 
before,  announcing  his  fixed  resolution  to  dis- 
inherit him,  and  peremptorily  banishing  him  for 
ever  from  his  presence.  At  the  same  time  he 
received  firom  his  agent  the  intelligence,  that  a 
small  annuity  had  been  settled  upon  him,  beyond 
which,  he  need  not  look  to  Sir  Roger  Deerhurst 
for  countenance  or  support. 

The  effect  of  this  intelligence  upon  Lionel  was 
other  than  might  be  expected.  Conscience,  that 
busy  tormentor,  was  soothed  and  set  at  rest; 
indignation  at  his  father's  unnatural  sternness  and 
injustice  took  the  place  of  remorse  at  his  own 
folly.  Pride,  the  pride  of  one,  before  unthwarted 
in  his  slightest  wish,  banished  from  his  breast 
every  thought  of  seeking  a  reconciliation;  and 
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dejected,  not  humbled,  he  hurried  down  to  Plin- 
limmon  to  take  a  hasty  leave  of  the  loved  cause 
of  all  his  misery. 

It  was  in  vain  my  mother  importuned  to  ac- 
company him  to  St.  Domingo.  The  arguments 
of  Lionel,  Mr.  Amheim,  and  her  devoted  sister, 
overpowered  her  entreaties ;  and  with  a  bursting 
heart,  she  saw  my  father  depart  to  drown  the 
memory  of  his  ruined  fortunes  in  the  wild  ex- 
cesses of  tropical  dissipation.  The  shock  of  his 
departure,  and  grief  at  their  altered  prospects, 
were  the  occasion  of  my  unexpected  appearance 
under  such  gloomy  auspices;  a  mother's  tears 
were  mingled  with  my  infant  nutriment,  and 
the  first  sounds  that  broke  upon  my  ears,  were 
the  heart-broken  sighs  of  the  forlorn  wife. 
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CHAPTER  11. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1782,  my  father  again 
visited  Cader  Idris,  after  an  absence  of  nine 
years,  an  interval  which  I  pass  rapidly  over,  as 
generally  unmarked  by  any  incident  of  importance. 
Two  events  had,  indeed^  occurred  which  exerted 
a  powerful  influence  over  the  interests  of  our 
family.  Immediately  on  his  return  to  India, 
after  the  unhappy  rupture  with  his  son.  Sir  Roger 
Deerhurst's  nuptials  with  Miss  Eustace  were 
celebrated.  The  Madras  Gazette,  in  which  the  in- 
telligence reached  England,  entered  into  an  elabo- 
rate description  of  the  gorgeous  trousseau  of  the 
bride,  and  the  magnificent  preparations  made  at 
th^  palace  of  Pondicherry  for  her  reception.  All 
this  had  sunk  deeply  into  my  father's  breast,  and 
seemed  to  shut  out  all  prospect  of  reconcilia- 
tion with  his  unrelenting  parent. 

The  other  circumstance  which  I  have  to  men- 
tion,  though    of  a   widely  different    character, 
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exercised  a  still  greater  influence  upon  my  destiny. 
It  was  the  birth  of  Clara  Arnheim.    This  event 
was  as  joyful  as  unexpected,  since  many  years 
had  elapsed  from  Mrs.  Amheim's  marriage,  ere 
she  was  blessed  with   this  new  claim  upon  her 
affections.    All  seemed  to  participate  in  the  plea- 
sure afforded  by  the   appearance  of   the  little 
stranger.    Lord  Plinlimmon  acted  as  godfather; 
her  Ladyship  insisted  on  supplying  the  tiny  ward- 
robe ;  in  a  word,  the  Parsonage  was  one  scene 
of  joy  and   congratulation.      All  this  operated 
powerfully  on  my  boyish  fancy,  and  the  earUest 
sentiment  of  which   I   can  recal  the  memory, 
was  that  of  love  for  my  baby-cousin.     Oh  1  that 
I   could  bring    back  those  hours   of  innocence 
in  which  I  used  to  rock  the  lovely  child  in  her 
downy  cradle,  fondly  sport  with  her,  as  she  rolled 
upon  her  mother's  lap,  or  hold  her  on  my  moun- 
tain pony;  while  Llewellyn  (Llewellyn  was  my 
nurse's  son)  used  to  stand  at  its  head.     But  why 
loiter  over  scenes  never  to  be  recalled,  the  bare 
memory  of  which  fills  my  saddened   soul   with 
anguish  ? 

My  father's  return  to  Cader  Idris  had   been 
occasioned  by  his  promotion  to  a  majority  in  the 

foot,  and  as  his  regiment  was  under  orders 

for  embarkation,  his  arrival  was  the  signal  for  my 
mother's  departure    and  mine;   a  parting,  the 
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anguish  of  which  is  still  fresh  in  my  memory.  To 
be  brief,  soon  after  our  arrival  at  Gibraltar,  my 
mother's  health  rapidly  declined;  and  notwith- 
standing the  genial  air  of  the  south,  she  fell  a 
prey  to  hereditary  consumption.  This  sad  event 
was  accelerated  by  the  intelligence  that  her  be- 
loved and  only  sister,  Mrs,  Amheim,  had  expired 
in  giving  birth  to  a  still-born  child. 

After  an  absence  of  some  years  in  the  south  of 
S])ain,  my  father  and  I  arrived  in  England,  and 
without  further  delay  hastened  to  the  Parsonage. 
Oh  !  never  shall  1  forget  my  youthful  ecstacies  as 
I  caught  the  first  glimpse  of  the  cherished  scenes 
of  my  childhood. 

The  manse  was  erected  at  the  extreme  end  of 
a  small  thickly  wooded  dingle  at  the  base  of 
Cader  Idris,  whose  craggy  heights  formed  a 
gigantic  bulwark  to  protect  it  from  the  frequent 
storms  which  blew  over  the  long  range  of  moun- 
tains, extending  from  the  sea-coast  to  Plinlimmon. 
A  clear  trout-stream,  which  borrowed  its  silvery 
waters  from  the  Diswyney,  ran  bubbling  on,  and 
the  more  distant  but  imposing  view  of  Lord 
Flinlimmon^s  ancient  castle,  with  its  fine  parks,  and 
extensive  woods,  a  residence  worthy  of  its  noble 
proprietor,  are  the  features  of  the  landscape  most 
prominent  in  my  memory.  Amid  objects  so 
magnificent  and  imposing^  few  would  have  passed 
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to  gaze  on  the  pastor's  modest  glebe  of  unhewn 
stone,  built  in  the  simplest  style  of  architecture. 
The  only  attempt  at  ornament  consisted  of  a 
verandah  surrounded  by,  and  supporting  a  variety 
of  exquisite  plants,  whose  gay  blossoms  gave  a 
gi-aceful  and  cheerful  appearance  to  the  otherwise 
sombre  building;  besides  at  either  side  of  the 
front  entrance  were  stages  of  rare  exotics — Clara^s 
peculiar  charge. 

While  I  hurry  on  to  the  stirring  incidents  of 
my  life,  let  me  dwell  on  the  days  of  happiness 
passed  with  Clara  Amheim.     Our  numerous  ex- 
cursions up  the  hoary  sides  of  that  old  mountain 
where  we  used  to  wander  for  hours  and  hours,  in 
all  the  dreamy  rapture  of  first,  of  boyish  love,  free 
from  the  sUghtest  taint  of  selfishness  or  sense ; 
not  a  dell,  not  a  lake  of  that  strange  mountain 
did  we  leave  unvisited.    And  oft  used  we  to  wile 
away    those    blissful    hours    in    telling    curious 
legends  of  the  holy  Druids,  who  offered  up  their 
strange  and  horrid  vows  within  the  huge  circles 
that  seemed  of  nature's  workmanship,  and  with 
which  old  Cader  Idris  abounds ;    or  tired  of  that, 
used  to  draw  forth  the  echoes  of  the  mountain  with 
my  bugle,  the  sounds  of  which  revelling  through 
all  the  cliffs  and  fissures  of  the  rock,  were  told 
back  a  thousand  fold,  and  soothed,  while  they 
amazed,  the  youthful  Clara. 
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Where  now  is  that  fair  girl,  just  emerging 
from  the  joy  of  childhood ;  those  cheeks  of  velvet 
softness^  are  they  to  tingle  with  the  blush  of 
shame ;  those  eyes  of  intense  azure^  are  they  to 
scald  with  tears  of  hopeless  misery ;  those  silken 
sunny  locks^  to  hide  the  heavings  of  a  bursting 
heart?  Can  the  destroyer  find  aught  to  work 
upon  'mid  such  sweet  innocence?  Out  upon 
these  thoughts,  they  drive  me  to  despair. 

Two  years  flew  rapidly  by  —  oh !  how  rapidly, 
and  we  were  entering  on  the  third ;  another  happy 
year,  when  I  was  summoned  to  join  my  father, 
who  had  been  for  some  time  with  his  regiment  in 
Cork.  Arrived  there,  I  was  placed  under  the 
charge  of  a  Mr.  La  Franck,  an  accomplished 
scholar,  and  friend  of  Mr.  Amheim.  There  I 
contracted  an  intimacy  with  my  preceptor's  son, 
Thomas  La  Franck,  and  with  his  pupils,  Charles 
Mellish  and  George  Tennant.  The  whole 
attention  of  our  worthy  tutor  was  devoted  to 
our  instruction;  and  as  we  were  each  without 
brothers,  we  soon  became  linked  to  one  another 
in  the  closest  friendship.  La  Franck  and  Ten- 
nant were  studious;  Mellish  and  myself,  idle: 
thus  in  the  mornings,  we  paired  off,  while  in  the 
evenings,  we  were  rarely  found  apart.  Our  chief 
amusement  was  rowing  on  the  Lee  in  a  boat 
placed  at  our  disposal  by  Tennant's  father,  who 
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was  a  considerable  ship  builder;  and  my  pro- 
fidcDcy  in  music,  thanks  to  my  long  residence  in 
the  south,  proved  no  slight  acquisition  on  such 
occasions. 

To  my  skill  in  music  I  owed  many  an  agree- 
able acquaintance ;  but  none  whom  I  valued  more 
than  Mr.  Tennant,  my  schoolfellow's  father.  In 
music  he  excelled,  and  being  pleased  with  my 
proficiency,  I  became  a  constant  visitor  at  his 
house,  situated  on  Glanmire  water.  How  many 
happy  days  have  I  passed  under  that  hospitable 
roof !  How  well  I  can  recal  to  mind  its  gentle 
and  amiable  mistress,  and  oh  !  how  vividly  are  my 
recollections  of  her  daughter,  Aigline  Tennant, 
then  beaming  with  youth  and  innocence;  so 
joyous,  so  mirthful,  and  yet  so  sylph-like,  as  to 
seem  formed  of  some  finer  element  than  the  gross 
earth. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

I  PASSED  four  years  of  boyish  indifFerence  and 
enjoyment  in  Cork,  unmarked  by  any  event 
of  interest.  The  warmest  friendship  subsisted 
between  the  four  dl^es  of  Mr.  La  Franck ;  and  I 
passed  all  my  vacations  and  holidays  with  the 
Tennants.  My  strong,  though  childish,  passion 
for  Clara  prevented  any  warmer  feeling  than 
affection  springing  up  between  Aigline  and  myself; 
and  I  listened  without  jealousy  to  Mellish,  as  he 
poured  into  my  ear  the  confession  of  his  boyish 
love  for  her. 

In  the  wayward  course  of  a  soldier's  life,  my 
fiEtther  was  now  obliged  to  proceed  with  the  regi- 
ment to  Barbadoes ;  and  fearful  of  the  consequence 
of  a  tropical  climate  on  my  yet  unformed  consti- 
tution, he  resolved  to  send  me  back  to  Cader 
Idris  to  continue  under  Mr.  Amheim's  care,  till 
an  opportunity  offered  of  procuring  me  a  com- 
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mission  for  the  army,  which  was  my  ultimate  desti- 
nation. The  journey  from  Cork  to  Cader  Idris^ 
was  tedious,  embittered  by  my  regrets  at  leaving 
my  friends  the  Tennants,  which  even  the  joyful 
anticipation  of  again  seeing  Clara  Amheim  could 
not  altogether  assuage. 

At  length  arrived,  I  alighted  at  the  rustic  gate, 
and  entered  into  the  small  lawn,  adorned  by  its 
knots  of  flowers  and  shrubs.  The  harvest  moon, 
in  the  full  refulgence  of  its  glory,  shed  its  softened 
light  around,  leaving  the  craggy  heights  of  Cader 
Idris  in  partial  shadow.  The  transparent  stream 
which  rushed  sparkling  by,  and  which,  as  Clara 
used  sportively  to  remark,  seemed  only  to  diverge 
from  its  parent  river  to  enliven  the  scene;  the 
rich  balmy  air,  redolent  with  the  perfume  of 
a  thousand  heaths  and  flowers,  the  last  vespers 
of  the  birds,  and  oh!  far  beyond  all  in  loveli- 
ness, the  tall  graceful  form  of  Clara  in  her  dra- 
pery of  white,  standing  in  the  parterre  collect- 
ing blossoms,  which  on  seeing  us,  she  cast  away 
to  bound  into  my  father's  arms,  then  into  mine. 
Oh!  it  was  a  moment  of  rapture,  that  seemed 
a  foretaste  of  heaven.  But,  alas !  a  gloom  over- 
hung the  once  cheerful  Parsonage  in  consequence 
of  the  feeble  state  of  Mr.  Amheim's  health,  who 
was  threatened  with  the  greatest  of  human  pri- 
vations, the  loss  of  sight ;  and  even  his  Christian 
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piety  could  not  altogether  prevent  the  effect  of 
this  calamity  weighing  on  his  spirits. 

Never  did  Clara  appear  to  greater  advantage 
than  noW;  as  angel  like  she  ministered  to  her 
father's  wants,  reading  and  writing  for  him  daily. 
The  whole  care  of  the  domestic  arrangements 
devolved  on  the  gentle  girl,  in  which  task,  how- 
ever, she  was  much  assisted  by  the  activity  of  a 
young  Welsh  girl,  Janet  Owen,  whose  attach- 
ment and  fidelity  to  Clara  made  me  regard  her 
with  interest.  Mr.  Amheim,  perhaps,  apprehen- 
sive of  the  affections  of  his  daughter  becoming 
engaged  to  one  whose  close  connexion  rendered 
such  a  result  most  undesirable,  now  exerted  him- 
self to  get  me  into  the  army,  and  at  length  suc- 
ceeded in  a  manner  he  had  least  anticipated. 
His  intimate  friend  and  patron  was  Lord 
Plinlimmon,  who  having  held  a  high  official  posi^ 
tion  in  India,  had  there  become  acquainted  with 
my  inflexible  grandfather.  Through  this  favour- 
able channel,  intelligence  was  conveyed  to  Sir 
Roger  of  my  position,  and  extorted  from  him 
that,  which  under  other  circumstances,  I  would 
have  rejected  with  scorn,  an  order  on  his  agent  in 
London  for  one  thousand  pounds.  Thus  it  was 
the  haughty  Nabob  dealt  out  his  churrs  pittance 
to  the  heir  of  his  first-bom,  while  with  all  the 
weakness  of  a  dotard  father^  he  lavished  on  the 
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ofipring  of  his  second  marriage  every  indulgence. 
M7  father's  half  brother^  Etienne  Deerhurst,  wa« 
now  openly  recognised  as  the  expectant  heir  of 
all  Sir  Roger's  treasures ;  and  in  the  bitterness  of 
my  heart,  I  could  hardly  refrain  from  venting 
ciusea  on  this  odious  supplanter — for  as  such  I 
r^arded  him. 

On  receiving  Sir  Roger's  gift,  Mrs.  Amheim 
proposed  my  immediately  proceeding  to  London; 
and  on  the  eve  of  my  departure  presented  me 
with  a  valuable  watch  and  some  books,  advising 
me  by  all  means  to  cultivate  my  musical  talents, 
as  they  would  prove  a  resource  to  keep  me  from 
dissipation.  Clara,  too,  collected  her  treasures,  to 
present  as  parting  remembrances,  permitting  me 
to  cut  oflF  a  ringlet  of  her  bright  hair ;  and  when 
in  the  anguish  of  my  burning  soul,  tortured  by 
the  conviction  that  the  Parsonage  was  no  longer 
to  be  my  home — my  blissful  home — I  bitterly 
accused  her  of  not  regretting  me,  sweetly,  caress- 
ingly, the  gentle  girl  said  :  "  Freville,  though  you 
say  it,  you  cannot  believe  that  I  do  not  deeply 
regret  you,  my  earliest  companion,  my  cousin, 
and  my  friend."  Oh,  how  calm  and  passion- 
less did  these  words  appear  to  my  almost  frantic 
feelings !  and  when,  on  the  following  morning, 
the  hour  of  separation  was  announced,  and  that 
ahe  threw  her  arms  around  me,  sobbing  out. 
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**  Dear,  dear,  Freville !  adieu — farewell  !'*  I  lost 
all  control;  and  clasped  her  with  transport  to  my 
wildly  throbbing  breast;  then,  overcome  by  emo- 
tions, uttered  a  groan,  reeled,  and  must  have 
fallen,  had  not  Mr.  Amheim  sprang  forward,  and 
supporting  me  in  his  arms,  placed  me  in  the 
chariot.  Ere  I  recovered  from  my  insensibility, 
the  heights  of  Cader  Idxis — that  memory-mark  of 
many  an  hour  of  happiness — were  only  visible  in 
the  distance. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Mt  first  care  on  reaching  London,  was  to 
inquire  after  Sir  Roger's  English  agent,  Mr. 
Moneymore,  on  whom  my  draft  for  a  thousand 
pounds  was  drawn,  and  who  I  expected  would 
interest  himself  in  the  purchase  of  my  commission. 
As  to  Mr.  Amheim,  he  was  totally  unacquainted 
with  the  details  of  business ;  and  my  noble  friend 
and  patron  Lord  Plinlimmon  had  departed  for 
Florence  to  join  his  lady. 

I  experienced  disappointment  on  finding  that 
Mr.  Moneymore  had  left  town,  and  was  not 
expected  to  return  for  some  months.  I  lost  no 
time  in  acquainting  Mr.  Amheim  of  his  absence, 
entertaining  a  wish  that  he  would  invite  me  to 
return  to  Cader  Idris ;  far  firom  it,  within  a  few  days 
I  received  his  answer,  which  breathed  the  spirit 
of  paternal  loVe.  He  said  that  he  deeply  regretted 
being  by  circumstances  prevented  firom  requesting 

VOL.  I.  c 


26  THE    DEERHURSTS. 

me  once  more  to  make  the  Parsonage  my  home  ; 
but  that  his  health  declined  so  rapidly,  his  phy- 
sician pressed  the  necessity  of  change  of  air,  and 
he  only  waited  until  he  could  prevail  upon  some 
clergyman  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  parish, 
when  with  Clara  and  Janet  Owen,  he  would  pro- 
ceed to  Swansea.     He  added, 

"  I  leave  this  in  the  vain  pursuit  of  health,  to 
satisfy,  or  rather  divert,  the  tender  solicitude  of 
my  beloved  Clara  ; — her  young  hopes  are  sanguine 
of  my  recovery;  but,  Freville,  1  am  not  self- 
deceived,  and  feel  that  I  am  rapidly  approaching 
man's  final  bourne/' 

This  letter  afflicted  me,  for  I  experienced  a 
filial  affection  for  Mr.  Arnheim ;  but  at  the  period, 
my  hopes,  too,  were  young,  and  I  satisfied  myself 
that  his  apprehensions  of  immediate  death  were 
hypochondriacal. 

The  next  two  months  were  passed  by  me  in 
lion  himting ;  and  as  this  method  of  killing  time 
is  in  London  a  very  expensive  mode  of  idling,  my 
finances,  never  very  flush,  were  reduced  so  quickly, 
that  notwithstanding  my  disinclination  to  move,  I 
was  obliged  to  decamp  firom  my  apartments  in 
Sloane  Square,  and  mount  into  a  dingy  garret  in 
Oxford  Street.  All  this  time  I  had  not  heard  of  the 
Amheims ;  they  had  either  forgotten  my  existence, 
or  neglected  me;  I  had  then  no  other  friends 
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but  the  Tennants,  and  they  had  become   as  a 
memory  of  boyhood ; — but  young  Hope  was  still 
mine,and  unappalled  by  my  firiendliness  or  poverty, 
she  flitted  around  my  path,  gently  leading  me  to 
despise  the  present,  in  planning  for'  the  future. 
Love  and  Clara, — for  in  my  bosom  they  had 
merged  into  one, — hovered  over  my  pillow,  sooth- 
ing not    disturbing    my   slumbers;    then   came 
less   exciting    pleasures,  in  the    form   of    gold 
epaulets,    flashing    swords,   waving   plumes ;   in 
short,  the  whole  paraphernalia  of  military  and 
aid-de^camp  finery  spread  their  gaud  before  me  ; 
and  then,  my  extraordinary  merits  must  of  neces- 
sity crown  me  with  a  heroes  wreatli  of  victory ! 
Well,  these  day  dreams  are  the  sweet  blossoms  of 
youth   and  inexperience, — pity  that    they  soon 
wither  before  the  storms  of  life;  for  me  these 
rainbow  colours  suspended  in  ethers  far  above 
earth's    grovelling    atmosphere,    began   to  pale 
before  the  grim  countenance  and   discontented 
monnurings   of   my  most  puissant    hostess  of 
mount  garret.    For  the  last  few  weeks  she  had 
pointedly  animadverted  on  the  largeness  of  my 
appetite ;  I  should  restrain  it,  she  advised,  for  it 
led  to   consumption.    The  laugh  with  which  I 
received  this    startling  intelligence  offended  the 
dignity  of  this  dame  of  Oxford  Street,  and  with 
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thin  footman,  as  elevating  his  glass,  he  lisped 
out: 

^^  There  is  some  mistake  here.  Fellow,  what 
do  you  want  ?** 

This  rather  confounded  me,  and  in  a  hesitating 
voice,  I  said,  *^If  this  is  Mr.  Moneymore's 
residence,  and  he  is  at  home,  be  so  kind  as  to 
acquaint  him,  that  by  an  order  from  Sir  Roger 
Deerhurst,  I  have  called  upon  him.'' 

"And  who  are  you?'*  sneered  the  footman, 
"  to  give  me  this  trouble  ?  Fellow,  go  to  Mark 
Lane  office  :"  and  he  opened  the  door. 

My  anger  was  raised, — pushing  him  aside,  I 
called  out,  "  I  am  Mr.  Deerhurst,  quick  1  how 
dare  you  loiter?'' 

My  name,  added  to  my  decided  manner,  acted 
like  electricity  on  the  servile  menials:  the  fat 
porter  deferentially  handed  me  a  chair ;  the  thin 
footman  skipped  up  stairs— how  I  envied  him  the 
loose  green  velvet  breeches,  which  admitted  such 
freedom  of  limb  ! — the  next  moment  he  returned, 
and  with  the  skip  and  grin  of  a  monkey  requested 
I  would  go  to  the  saloon,  where  Mr.  Moneymore 
would  attend  me. 

I  mounted  the  marble  staircase  cautiously. 

^*Mr.  Deerhurst,  I  fear  you  have  hurt  your- 
self?" said  the  obsequious  footman. 

"  Not  so !"  I  replied,  "  but  as  you  may  observe. 
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I  wear  tights,^'  and  I  burst  forth  into  a  fit 
of  laughter,  at  the  look  of  scorn  he  cast  on  my 
dress  as  he  flung  open  the  door  of  the  gorgeous 
saloon  fitted  up  in  Eastern  fashion.  Several  of 
the  superb  ornaments  bore  our  family  crest,  from 
which  I  concluded  they  were  presents  from  Sir 
Koger. 

In  a  few  moments  Mr.  Moneymore  entered : 
be  was  very  tall,  perruqued,  frilled,  perfumed, 
the  very  personification  of  conceit.     You  felt  at 
one  look  that  he  was  vulgar  and  affected.    He 
ftdvanced  towards  me  with  a  sliding  step,  a  sim- 
pering air,  and  his  long  back  bending  forward 
into  a  curve.    Reaching  out  his  hand,  he  cried  :-— 
"  Mr.   Deerhurst,   most  welcome ;    from   my 
▼alued  friend  and  noble  patron  Sir  Roger  Deer- 
hurst's  letter,  I  was  not  prepared  for  so  early  a 
^sit;  but,  of  course,  you  understand,  that  during 
four  sojourn  in  London  this  house  and  all  within 
it  are  at  your  command :   that  is,  if  such  poor 
accommodations  as  it  offers  are  worthy  of  the 
honour  of  your  presence/' 

With  difficulty  I  restrained  my  laughter,  as 
1  recollected  my  sordid  garret  in  Oxford  Street. 
Without  accepting  the  offer,  I  made  an  appro- 
priate answer,  much  wondering  at  the  motive 
which  led  to  Mr.  Moneymore^s  flattering  recep- 
tion.   There  was  a  silence,  during  which  I  ob- 
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served  that  he  attentively  scanned  my  appearance. 
He  interrupted  my  ruminations,  saying : — 

'^  Yes,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  you  have  a  resemblance, 
though  not  a  very  strong  one,  to  my  esteemed 
friend  and  generous  patron.  Sir  Roger." 

"  To  that,  then,**  I  cried,  "  I  am  to  impute  your 
hospitality ;  still  I  must  apologise  for  pressing  on 
your  notice  the  motive  of  my  visit.  Perhaps  at 
present  it  may  not  suit  your  convenience,  but  cir- 
cumstances have  brought  me  to  such  a  position, 
that  I  fear  I  must  trespass  on  you  for  an  imme- 
diate attention  to  Sir  Roger's  order.'*  I  spoke 
these  words  in  a  hesitating  tone. 

"  I  do  not,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  perfectly  compre- 
hend you,"  said  he ;  **  your  words  are  incoherent, 
and  you  speak  doubtingly  qf  accepting  my  hos- 
pitality. Sir,  my  father,  and,  consequently, 
myself,  owe  our  prosperity  to  Sir  Roger,  my 
esteemed  friend  and  noble  patron.  Mr.  Deer- 
hurst, none  but  fools  are  ungrateful;  but  sit 
down,  I  shall  presently  show  you  Sir  Roger's 
letter,  announcing  that  you  were  to  visit  me. 
First  I  must  order  preparations  for  your  recep- 
tion. We  bachelors,*'  and  he  gave  a  smirk  of 
self-satisfaction,  ^^  are  sometimes  at  fault ;  but 
ha !"  and  he  jumped  with  a  theatrical  air,  ^<  what 
am  I  about  ?  Now  that  I  hear  my  chariot,  I  recol- 
lect that  when  you  were  announced  I  was  engaged 
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It  my  toUette,  being  inyited  to  dine  with  Lord 
Beletrieve.  No  small  honour^  my  young  friend — 
for  such  as  me/' — and  he  gave  me  a  senti- 
mental squeeze  of  the  hand,  '^  for  his  Lordship, 
the  most  fastidious  nobleman  in  England,  ad- 
mits none  to  his  table  but  the  4lUe ;  his  man- 
non  is  the  very  emporium  of  grace,  fashion,  and 
luxury/* 

"Let  me  intreat  of  you,  Mr.  Moneymore,  to 
keep  your  engagement.  I  can  attend  you  to- 
morrow.** 

*^M<m  dieul  Mr.  Deerhurst,  you  attend  me? 
keep  my  engagement  ?  and  leave  you  ?  impossible ! 
But  excuse  me  while  I  write  an  apology." 

As  he  wrote,  I  surveyed  him  with  a  strong  in- 
clination to  laugh  in  his  face ;  he  wore  a  flowing 
peruke  of  a  strange  fashion,  but  bearing   some 
resemblance  to  those  I  had  seen  in  the  pictures 
of  Sir  Peter  Lely.     Between  it  and  his  immense 
roll  of  cravat  stuck  out  his  long  hatchet-shaped 
visage ;  and,  if  my  nankeens  were  tight,  his  fell 
like  bags  over  his  fleshless  calves ;  his  vest  was 
of  white  satin,  and  his  coat  of  the  finest  material, 
but  all  so  elaborate,  so  studied,  he  was  such  a 
caricature,   that   I  inwardly  vowed  to  renounce 
foppery,  and  leave  its  details  to  footmen  and  par^ 
venus.      As   these  observations  flashed  through 
my  mind^  I  felt  well  contented  with  my  seedy 
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garments,  rather  considering  them  as  a  gentle- 
manly distinction. 

Having  despatched  his  answer  to  Lord  Bele- 
trieve,  he  took  a  seat  next  to  me,  and  then, 
solicitous  to  impress  me  with  an  idea  of  his  con- 
sequence, all  evidently  depending  on  his  acquaint- 
ance with  the  great,  burst  forth  into  a  history  of 
their  politics,  habits,  talents,  vices,  the  latter 
of  which  seemed  to  have  fascinated  him.  Posi- 
tively he  had  the  whole  peerage  by  heart.  As  to 
his  words,  they  rushed  forth  with  the  force  of  a 
mill-stream,  and  under  the  appearance  of  refine- 
ment and  affectation,  he  was  painfully  gross. 
Before  two  hours  had  passed  I  detested  the  fop ; 
still  he  was  amusing. 

Taking  advantage  of  a  pause  in  his  conversa- 
tion, I  said :  —  "  Excuse  me,  Mr.  Moneymore, 
but  amidst  all  the  nobles  and  high  dames  of  whom 
you  have  spoken — not,  I  must  say,  that  you  have 
by  your  revelations  elevated  that  distinguished 
class  to  my  view — how  comes  it  that  you  make 
no  mention  of  Lord  Plinlimmon  ?  I  understood 
that  he  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  noble* 
men  in  England,  not  only  by  position  and  supe- 
rior talents,  but  for  strict  morality.'^ 

'^  Strict  morality  P'  he  reiterated,  with  a  sneer  ; 
'^  pshaw !  but  you  are  a  youth  totally  unacquainted 
with  life/' 
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"  Then/'  I  exclaimed  in  a  tone  of  vivacity  ex- 
pressive of  mortification  and  surprise,  '^  you  do 
not  consider  Lord  Plinlimmon  a  strictly  moral 
man,  or  one  of  superior  intellect  ?*' 

"Excuse  me,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  but  positively 
yoa  misunderstand   my   meaning :    undoubtedly 
Lord  Plinlimmon  is  one  of  the  very  best  men 
in   England,    a    beau-ideal     of    nobility     that 
vould  have  satisfied  La   Fayette,  or  any  other 
romancer  of  the  French  revolutionists,   a  saint 
that  would    have    been    canonized    in    former 
ages;    but,   Mr.    Deerhurst,    all    these   sublime 
qualities  are  very  well  in  the  perspective — to  be 
looked  forward  to  as  gracing  the  residue  of  life, 
rten  the  passions  are  cooled,  and  the  effects  of 
time  stealing  over  our  personal  attractions,"  and 
he  cast  a  look  of  self-complacency  over  his  figure ; 
*'butin  youth,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  fashion— myste- 
rious, omnipotent  fashion,  should  be  the  high  mark 
of  our  ambition.''    As  he  spoke,  there  was  such 
an  air  of  apish  vanity  and  self-conceit  about  him, 
that  I  felt  a  violent  inclination  to  knock  him  down. 
Without  waiting  for  an  answer,  he  continued: 
"Of  course,  as  it  is  Sir  Roger's  wish,  you  can 
call  upon  Lord  Plinlimmon ;  but,  Mr.  Deerhurst, 
humble  as  I  am,  I  flatter  myself  that  through  my 
means  you  may  be  introduced  into  the  Beletrieve 
set;    indeed,    immediately    upon    receiving   Sir 
Roger's  letter,   I   mentioned  to   my  noble  and 
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honoured  patron^  Lord  Beletrieve,  that  I  should 
request  that  favour,  and  he  has  kindly  con- 
sented." 

I  coloured  with  vexation,  at  the  idea  of  being 
received  into  society  through  Mr.  Moneymore's 
intercession,  and,  with  great  hauteur  answered : 

"  If  it  is,  indeed,  Sir  Roger's  wish  to  have  me 
introduced  to  Court — though  I  must  say  I  am  at 
a  loss  to  understand  this  sudden  change  of 
measures — I  have  no  doubt  that  Lord  Plinlim- 
mon,  from  the  friendship  he  has  always  shown, 
will  gladly  pay  me  every  attention.** 

He  interrupted  me  quickly,  saying : 

"  Then  you  know  his  Lordship  ?" 

"  Intimately,'*  I  replied. 

He  looked  thoughtful ;  then,  as  if  speaking  to 
himself,  muttered : 

^^  I  had  no  idea  his  Lordship  had  travelled  so 
far.** 

I  made  no  reply ;  when,  glancing  his  eyes  over 
my  dress,  he  said : 

'^  It  is  just  as  I  thought.  His  Lordship  knows 
nothing  of  dress>  but  considers  all  these  requisite 
elegancies  as  minor  considerations : — a  great  mis- 
take; but  the  wisest  men  sometimes  err.  Ap- 
pearances are  always  imposing :  what  imposes  on 
the  senses,  influences  the  mind ;  every  thing 
proves  this  to  a  demonstration.  No  arguing 
against  admitted  facts;  true,  the  innovations  of 
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the  French  Revolution  have  caused  some  dilapi- 
dation to  the  ancient  fabric  of  our  habits^  and 
customs ;  shorn  fashion  of  some  of  her  beams ; 
but  the  foundation  is  unsapped :  the  goose  may 
be  plucked  of  its  feathers,  but  they  grow  again." 

The  laughter  I  had  so  long  restrained,  now 
burst  forth;  and,  I  fear,  somewhat  rudely,  for 
Mr.  Moneymore  looked  very  angry,  as  he  petu- 
lantly said : 

"  Mr.  Deerhurst,  Sir  Roger  having  deigned  to 
place  you  under  my  peculiar  care,  in  pity  to  your 
youth,  and  depending  on  your  honour  not  to 
repeat  any  information  that  I  may  give  you,  more 
particularly  to  Lord  Plinlimmon,  who  considers  a 
too  great  attention  to  trifles  contemptible,  I  shall 
relate  a  few  facts  to  prove  the  influence — it  may 
be  the  caprice  of  fashion  ;  first  assuring  you,  that 
1  am  not  one  of  the  Cosmopolite  Club,  though 
his  Lordship  has  graciously  said,  that  except  for 
the  prejudices  of  his  set,  who  banish  all  who  are 
useful  from  the  high  temple  of  their  goddess,  I 
might  aspire  to  the  honour/' 

He  paused,  and  looked  at  me  with  his  smirk  of 
self-conceit. 

I  coolly  answered :  "  Mr.  Moneymore,  being 
totally  ignorant  of  your  subject  and  allusions,  I 
am  incompetent  to  answer.  The  name  of 
Plinlimmon  as  connected  with  all  that  is  great 
and  good,  has  long  been  familiar  to  my  mind ; 
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with  that  of  Beletrieve^  I  am  totally  unac- 
quainted, and  never  before  heard  of  the  Cosmo- 
polite Club." 

"  Tell  it  not  in  London  !**  he  exclaimed,  in  a 
theatrical  tone,  ^'  it  would  at  once  mark  you  as  a 
person  unacquainted  with  high  life,  as  one  who 
had  either  lived  in  seclusion — a  seclusion  which 
excluded  all  the  fashionable  news  of  the  day,  or, 
worse  again,  as  having  mixed  with  a  very  low  set; 
and,  in  either  case,  you  would  never  be  admitted 
into  the  Beletrieve  Club/^ 

Again  I  laughed,  for  the  grimaces  and  em- 
phasis of  the  man  were  quite  apish ;  recovering 
myself,  I  replied : 

"Then,  Mr.  Moneymore,  you  must  class  me 
with  the  secluded.  I  have  no  acquaintances  in 
London  ;  how  could  I  ?'* 

'^True,**  he  answered,  "  you  are  a  stranger,  even 
to  our  customs,  and  habits,  and  style  of  dress,^' 
and  he  scanned  the  old  military  surcoat,  and  the 
Hessian  boots,  with  a  look  of  ineffable  contempt. 
I  made  no  reply,  and  he  continued :  '^  Mr.  Deer- 
hurst,  the  facts  I  am  going  to  confide  to  your 
honour,  and  which  you  may  consider  as  a  prefiuse 
to  the  volume  of  mstructions  I  shall  consider  it 
my  duty  to  give,  before  your  introduction  to  Lord 
Beletrieve  : — ^  that  mould  of  form,  and  that  glass 
of  fashion,' — are  such  as  to  the  uninitiated  must 
appear  absurd,  still  they  go  to  prove  that  fashion 
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depends  upon  no  tangible  cause.  It  is  not  youths 
for  Lord  Beletrieve  is  sixty ;  it  is  not  beauty,  for 
his  Lordship,  once  so  pre-eminent,  is  on  the 
wane;  nay,  one  might  possess  the  form  of  an 
Apollo,  and  the  head  of  an  Antinous,  and  not  be 
the  fashion.  Again,  it  is  not  wealth,  for  his 
Lordship's  fortune  is  now  limited ;  in  short,  it  is 
a  ye  ne  sais  quoi  which  defies  accurate  descrip- 
tion.'' 

"  Foi^ve  me,"  said  I,  "  for  interrupting  you ; 
but  I  thought  you  were  going  to  relate  some 
important  facts  which  would  prove  the  influence 
of  Lord  Beletrieve.*' 

^'Important!"  he  replied,  emphatically,  *^the 
word  appears  misapplied ;  important  1 — it  seems 
merely  applicable  to  business  :  it  is  important  to 
a  man  to  look  after  his  property,  after  his  family, 
after  his  health ;  but  what  have  these  to  say  to 
fashion  ?  Well,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  perhaps  you  are 
right ;  for,  after  all,  whatever  holds  an  influence 
over  society,  is  of  importance ;  and  a  power  may 
be  rendered  still  more  potent  by  being  invisible, 
its  mystification  possesses  one  advantage — it  can- 
not be  analysed  by  the  vulgar.'' 

Sick  of  his  rhodomontading  on  his  favourite 
subject,  I  replied  rather  impatiently  : 

"  Mr.  Moneymore,  you  admit  that  business  is 
of  importance,  may  I  then  speak  of  that  which 
has  brought  me  hither  ?" 
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**Nay,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  I  have  to  apologize  for 
having  so  long  delayed  showing  you  Sir  Roger's 
letter  of  instructions  to  me>  relative  to  your 
future  conduct  Unfortunately,  as  he  expresses 
it,  from  the  conduct  of  his  eldest  son,  Lionel, 
all  his  hopes  now  centre  in  you;  however, 
before  I  go  for  the  letter,  you  must  take  some 
refreshment;  until  it  is  announced,  with  your 
permission,  I  shall  continue  my  explanation  of 
Lord  Beletrieve." 

I  bowed  my  assent ;  indeed,  I  was  too  much 
agitated  to  speak.  Could  it  be  possible  that 
Etienne  Deerhurst  was  dead  ?  And  that  from  grief^ 
penitence^  or  want  of  some  other  heir^  Sir  Roger 
was  going  to  acknowledge  me  ?  And  was  I  to 
be  raised  from  all  the  disagrhnens  of  poverty,  to 
such  a  proud  position?  Observing  my  silence, 
Mr.  Moneymore  imputed  it  to  an  interest  in  his 
conversation  ;  looking  full  in  my  face,  he  ex- 
claimed : 

'^  Mr.  Deerhurst,  I  must  request  your  fixed  at- 
tention, while  you  observe  my  wig,  for  it  is  a 
wig  of  no  vulgar  fashion.**' 

The  abruptness  and  strangeness  of  this  remark, 
at  a  moment  when  all  my  thoughts  were  absorbed 
in  calculating  the  vast  possessions  of  my  heirship^ 
appeared  so  absurd,  that  I  gave  way  to  unre- 
strained laughter.  Like  my  poor  father,  my 
risible  muscles  were  easily   put   into  motion; 
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sorely^  I  thoaght,  the  man  is  mad^  and  I  am 
more  likely  to  lose  my  thousand  pounds,  than  to 
inherit  old  Sir  Roger's  lacs  of  rupees. 

"  I  am  by  no  means  offended,  Mr.  DeerhursV 
aid  Mr.  Moneymore.  '^  I  know  from  Sir  Roger 
tlmt  you  are  of  a  gay,  volatile  temper,  fond  of  plea- 
lare,  and  easily  amused;  however,  my  wig  has 
its  history, — ^hear  it  In  early  youth,  Lord  Bele- 
trieve  was  remarkable  for  his  fine  hair — a  distinc- 
tion of  which  he  was  very  proud;  and,  as  far 
as  a  very  superficial  knowledge  of  history  admitted, 
traced  it  as  a  sign  of  high  birth.  At  this  period, 
he  spent  much  time  in  Paris,  and,  according  to 
the  fashions  of  the  ^lite,  tied  his  hair  partly 
behind,  letting  some  luxuriant  curls  fall  at  either 
side  over  his  ears.  Well  time,  alas !  Mr.  Deer- 
hurst,  no  respecter  of  persons,  rolled  on  its  foot- 
steps, marked  by  the  horrors  of  the  French 
revolution ;  but  worse  far  worse,  it  thinned  the 
flowing  locks  of  Lord  Beletrieve.  Powder  and 
pomatum,  in  vain,  struggled  to  hide  the  coming 
baldness;  true,  the  effect  of  this  memorable 
event  had  cleared  a  way  for  the  defect  to  escape 
detection.  But  now,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  for  one  of 
my  secrets;  nature  who  in  other  respects  had 
formed  Lord  Beletrieve  as  a  very  model,  had 
given  him  a  pair  of  prodigious  ears,  quite  flat  at 
top  and  of  a  deep  crimson  hue  which  nothing 
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could  remove,  and  they  looked  ill,  alarmingly  ill, 
near  a  complexion  sallowed  by  the  aforesaid 
time.  Now  what  was  to  be  done?  Cropped 
heads  were  the  style !  As  Lord  Beletrieve  perti- 
nently observed,  every  innovation  of  the  aristo- 
cracy was  marked  by  the  setting  aside  of  some 
gentlemanly  distinction,  such  as  neglecting  the 
studied  forms  of  politeness,  a  gallant  attention  to 
the  fair  sex,  a  profound  veneration  to  superior 
birth,  rank,  or  position.  More  barbarous  still 
was  the  clipping  oflF  the  hair  and  drapery,  for  the 
unwashed  rabble,  finding  them  an  inconvenience, 
and  that  they  sat  ungracefully  on  their  unprac- 
tised limbs,  violently  condemned  as  effeminate 
an  elegance  they  could  not  attain,  B^tes  /"  ex- 
claimed Mr.  Moneymore,  taking  a  long  pinch 
of  snuff,  and  handing  me  the  box ;  ^^  it  is 
Prince's  mixture,  Mr.  Deerhurst,'*  he  added  con- 
ceitedly. 

I  replied  with  vivacity,  "You  are  very  kind, 
Mr.  Moneymore,  but  I  never  take  snuff." 

With  profound  gravity  he  answered:  "You 
must  learn  to  do  so,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  for  Lord 
Beletrieve  takes  it." 

"And  pray,  what  is  that  to  me;"  I  coldly 
demanded. 

'*  All — every  thing,''  was  the  answer,  and  then 
with  a  profound  bow,  he  continued :  "  Mr.  Deer- 
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Imrst,  in  this  dilemma,  between  loss  of  hair,  and 
rather  donkeyish  ears,  another  man  would  have 
been  for  ever  lost  to  fashion;  but  the  mighty 
genius  of  Beletrieve  rose  above  his  ears,  and  he 
invented  and  made  a  model  for  a  wig ;  went  to 
France,  remained  perdu  for  a  year,  then  returned 
to  London.  On  the  same  night  there  was  a  f&te 
at  Holland  or  Lansdowne  House,  no  matter 
which,  a  great  poUtical  question  was  being  dis- 
cussed. The  Prince  and  his  Royal  Brothers 
were  there.  Lord  Beletrieve  was  announced ; 
he  entered  with  all  the  grace  of  his  courtly 
manner ;  every  eye  was  turned  on  his  wig, 
which  was  elevated  by  his  Lordship's  unusual 
height  above  the  crowd.  The  sensation  it  ex- 
cited was  quite  electric,  politics  were  forgotten, 
and  wigs  alone  absorbed  all  the  thoughts  of 
this  great  assembly.  The  result  need  scarcely  be 
told :  that  ornament  so  esteemed  by  our  grand- 
fathers, and  whose  magic  perfumed  circle  enve- 
loped so  much  of  wisdom,  of  folly,  of  hope  and  fears, 
again  resumed  its  influence  in  society  ?  The  next 
day  several  of  the  young  nobiUty  went  off  to  Paris, 
hoping  to  equal  his  Lordship's  wig,  or  as  it  was 
termed,  the  Beletrieve ;  while  others  were  satis- 
fied to  have  their  heads  shaven  and  ornamented 
with  the  best  perruques  London  could  produce. 
Mr.  Deerhurst,  though  not  noble  I  adopted  the 
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fashion/'  and  he  bowed  his  head  till  the  powder 
was  scattered  over  my  face.  This  put  me  out  of 
humour,  and  I  said  sulkily,  **  Mr.  Moneymore,  I 
am  no  judge  of  perruques  or  wigs." 

**  Forgive  me,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  but  the  word 
wig  or  perruque  is  associated  with  a  thousand 
ideas  irrelevant  to  our  subject.  The  practi- 
cal wisdom  and  knowledge  of  a  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, the  solemnity  of  a  judge^  the  puffed 
rubicund  cheeks  of  a  coachman^  the  shrivelled 
driveUing  face  of  an  old  beggar^  all  pop  out  in 
review  before  us,  for  imagination  is  a  busy  body. 
Not  so  with  a  Beletrieve ;  we  see  nothing  but 
flowing  ringlets,  wafting  the  richest  perfume  over 
some  fair  one's  gentle  bosom,  as  love  pours  soft 
nonsense  into  her  willing  ear,  while  her  admiring 
eyes  rapturously  rest  on  the  Beletrieve.^' 

^^  And  is  this/'  said  I,  pointing  to  Mr.  Money* 
more's  wig,  "  a  Beletrieve  ?" 

"  Yes,  I  assure  you,  one  of  the  genuine  Pari- 
sian cut,  and  thereby  hangs  a  tale.  You  laugh, 
Mr.  Deerhurst,  at  the  expression,  perhaps-  you 
think  that  I  allude  to  the  queue  of  my  Beletrieve, 
by  no  means,  it  is  a  mere  faqon  deparler.  Now  as 
his  Lordship  says,  all  faqons  de  parkr,  and  old 
saws  and  sayings  are  bad  taste,  and  smell  of 
antiquity,  a  subject  which  shoidd  never  be  alluded 
to  in  fashionable  society, — seeing  that  one    of 
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its  great  objects  is  to  banish  from  the  mind  all 
pamfiil  recollections  of  the  past,  all  thoughts  of 
futore;— in  present  enjoyment  if  we  cannot 
stop  the  progress  of  time — '* 

Interrupting  him^  I  exclaimed :  ^^  Crown  it  with 
a  Beletrieve,  and  so  hide  its  baldness/' 

'*A  very  just  remark,  Mr.  Deerhurst;  for  see- 
ing is  believing,  and   what  we   do  not  see  we 
we  apt  to  forget/^    Saying    these  words,  Mr. 
Moneymore  heaved  a  solemn   sigh,  observing, 
^Mr.  Deerhurst^  we  learn  these  quaint  sayings 
in  our  nursery,    amidst  that  grade   of  society 
<^ed  nursery-maids,  and  in  after-days  they  force 
themselves    on    our  memory,    and   the  vulgar 
tnusms  burst  forth ;  but  as  his  Lordship  observes, 
^e  politeness  is,   of  all  accomplishments,  the 
iQost  difficult  of  attainment;  it  requires  a  con- 
stant sacrifice  of  our  opinions  to  others,  a  prac- 
tical good  temper,  and  more  difficult  still,  an 
apparent  admiration  of  qualities  we  sincerely  de- 
spise, and  often  a  civility  and  attention  to  persons, 
whom,  were  we  to  follow  the  impulse  of  our 
inclination,   we  would  literally  kick  out  of  our 
presence.'^ 

Again,  I  indulged  in  laughter,  for  my  own 
sensations  illustrated  the  truth  of  the  remark,  as 
for  the  last  half  hour  I  had  been  devoutly  wish- 
ing to  prove  my  activity,  by  a  gentle  kicking  of 
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the  pompous  fop.  Far  from  being  offended^  Mr. 
Moneymore,  who  delighted  in  having  a  listener, 
seemed  pleased^  and  with  his  apish  grin  con- 
tinued : 

*^A11  this  time,  I  have  wandered  from  my 
Beletrieve,  and  the  tail  that  hangs  thereto. 
Know,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  the  mystery  of  its  per- 
fection, but  remember  it  is  a  sacred  trust ;  this, 
my  Beletrieve,  was  originally  intended  for  his 
Lordship;  fortunately  for  my  head,  it  will  not  sidt 
his,  for  the  springs  pressed  too  tightly  on  his 
temples,  which  resisting  the  progress  of  the  afore- 
said time,  retained  their  fulness;  be  that  as  it 
may,  he  ordered  the  Beletrieve  to  be  returned 
to  Paris,  and  his  perruque-maker  to  be  dismissed. 
Happily  for  me,  I  knew  his  valet,  he  acquainted 
me  with  the  interesting  fact.  Not  to  dwell  too 
much  on  particulars,  by  paying  a  large  gratuity, 
the  locks  formed  to  grace  the  head  of  nobility, 
became  mine,  and  as  you  may  see  they  fit  grace- 
fully. It  was  a  fortunate  chance,  Mr,  Deerhurst, 
which  thus  garnished  my  temples.'' 

"  I  have  to  thank  you  Mr.  Moneymore,'*  I 
replied,  "  for  information  so  interesting,  and 
shall  in  future  know  how  to  judge  of  wigs,  and  of 
the  heads  which  support  them.  Shall  we  now  to 
business,  and  for  the  present  waive  fashion,  with 
whose  mysteries  I  am  totally  unacquainted  ?" 
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*^Mr.  Deerhurst,  to  a  young  man  in  yoiwr 
position,  feshion  is  business,  and  as  I  shall  make 
it  mine  to  bring  about  an  immediate  introduc- 
tion between  you  and  his  Lordship^  I  will  just 
give  you  a  few  more  hints,  as  to  what  I  shall 
term  the  style  of  appearance  necessary  for  you  to 
adopt.  Of  course  your  tailor — I  must  recommend 
you  to  mine — can  do  a  vast  deal ;  but  then,  there 
is  attitude,  and  yours  is  too  erect,  too  stately  for 
the  present  mode,  and  might  prejudice  his  Lord- 
ship against  you.  But  as  knowledge  is  ever  more 
influential  when  we  can  trace  it  to  its  source, 
I  shall  now  explain  the  origin  of  the  curve  in  my 
hack  which  I  flatter  myself  has  not  escaped  your 
notice/' 

"  It  is  no  flattery,  Mr,  Moneymore,  for  me  to 
say  it  commanded  my  attention.  Was  I  wrong 
in  imputing  it  to  weakness  of  the  spine  7^' 

*'AI1  your  ideas,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  are  what  I 
call  unsophisticated ;  but  a  few  weeks'  intercourse 
with  Lord  Beletrieve  and  his  set  will  reform  you. 
The  origin  of  the  cunre  is  this :  his  Lordship's 
epicurean  habits  led  to  delicacy  of  health ;  for  it 
is  a  melancholy  fact  that,  as  yet,  neither  civiliza- 
tion nor  science  has  succeeded  in  discovering  a 
panacea  for  the  evils  inherent  to  our  nature,  such 
as  disease,  old  age,  death  and  pain,  which  by  a 
most  unhappy  arrangement  the  noble  seems  to 
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suffer  more  than  the  peasant.  WeU,  it  so  chanced, 
that  some  years  ago«— let  me  see,  it  is  now  seven-^ 
his  lordship  was  attacked  by  rheumatic  gout,  of 
a  very  severe  description,  in  his  left  leg  and  in 
his  back.  To  the  bodily  torture  thus  inflicted  on 
him,  was  the  more  insupportable  mortification  of 
having  his  debility  discovered.'* 

^^  My  dear  sir/'  said  I,  interrupting  him  some- 
what petulantly,  ^^  I  can  readily  tmderstand  that 
your  Lord  Beletrieve  is  a  very  fine  gentleman, 
and  that  many  pleasant  passages  may  be  told  of 
his  varied  and  fashionable  existence ;  but  I  really 
did  not  call  upon  you  to  be  amused  by  a  recital  of 
his  adventures." 

"  Softly,  my  young  friend,'*  sud  Mr.  Money- 
more,  sagely,  ^*  as  I  think  it  by  no  means  improb- 
able  that  you  and  I  are  to  be  brought  more  inti* 
mately  together, — as  you  are  a  very  young  man, 
and  moreover  the  grandson  of  my  patron, — my 
friend,  I  may  venture  to  call  him — Sir  Roger 
Deerhurst,  I  think  I  am  doing  you  a  service 
for  which  you  will  hereafter  be  grateful, — by  com- 
municating to  you  (in  strict  confidence  be  it  re- 
membered) some  ^  passages'  as  you  call  them  in 
Lord  Beletrieve's  career  as  at  once  illustrate  the 
character  of  that  distinguished  man,  and  furnish 
materials  for  imitation  to  younger  but  congenial 
spirits.  A  celebrated  author,  my  dear  young 
gentleman,  whom  to  read  is  to  admire,  admits 
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id  Tioe  loses  half  its  horrors  hy  losing  all  its 
pwsDeas.  Again,  Mr.  Deerhnrst,  as  that  pro- 
tmi  philosopher,  Gibbon,  has  written,  half  the 
worid  are  guided  bynames,  which,  I  opine,  means 
dnt  men  are  taken  by  their  words.  Hence  I  in- 
fer, that  when  I  hold  up  to  yonr  observation  and 
ioipection,  a  character  so  illostrious  as  my  friend, 
Lord  Beletrieye— a  man  m  whom  all  the  graces 
ttite,— who  knows,  perhaps  better  than  any  man 
heidiiog,  how  to  sofben — to  mellow  down  the 
tttoral  asperities  of  the  passions — '* 

''May  I  inquire,  Mr.  Moneymore,  as  to  the 
Bonb  of  a  sodety  that  requires  these  refine- 

"IVoly,  Mr.  Deerhorst,  you  require  improve- 

Mit    The  £u;t  is.  Sir  lU^r,  who  is  an  old  man, 

btttiinted  yotir  mind  with  obsolete  notions  of 

▼irtoe,  and  all  that.    Wealth,  not  love,  was  his 

Pusut;  and  where  we  pursue  one  object  with 

avidity,  we  often  remain  ignorant  of  otfiers,  and 

^  form  erroneous  views.      But  Lord  Bde- 

Me?e  by  no  means  supports  the  present  state  of 

ifiorals ;  on  the  contrary,  he  considers  them  so 

idaxed,    that  no  wise  man,  he  tells  me,  will 

venture  to  marry.     However,  his  Lordship,  who 

da^inses  all  prejudices,  admits  that  the  price  of  a 

virtuous  woman  is  above  rubies  ;  and  could  such 

be  found,  men  should  marry.    But,  alas  I  such 
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precious  gems  are  rare,  consequently  to  most  per- 
sons unattainable/' 

^^A  strange  observation  for  his  Lordship/'  I 
replied.  ^^  At  least,  it  is  very  unlike  what,  from 
your  former  account  of  him,  I  was  led  to  ex- 
pect/' 

He  answered,  "To  the  man  of  the  world, 
nothing  is  strange.  Among  the  Beletrieve  set 
are  many  men  of  extensive  information  and  of 
high  talent ;  but  they  have  chosen  present  enjoy- 
ment for  their  pursuit,  and  fashion  as  their  pre- 
siding goddess.  But  no  more  of  this.  Before 
you  are  one  of  the  initiated,  you  have  much  to 
learn.  To  begin,  I  must  return  to  the  graceful 
bend  of  the  back.  When  Lord  Beletrieve  was 
attacked  with  gout,  he  consulted  his  physician, 
confiding  to  him  that  death  would  be  preferable 
to  an  exposure  of  his  misfortune.  The  physician, 
a  wise,  inteUigent  man,  at  once  entered  into  his 
feelings,  which  he  considered  not  only  perfectly 
natural,  but  laudable ;  advised  him,  on  the  instant, 
to  write  letters  to  all  his  most  familiar  and  intimate 
friends,  regretting  that  unexpected  business  obliged 
him  to  set  off  for  Italy  without  so  much  as  saying 
one  fiu'ewelL  This  done,  the  next  business 
was  to  remove  his  Lordship,  by  night,  to  a  soli* 
tary  house  near  Hampton  Court,  where  for  six 
months  he  attended  bin  with  such  care  and  skill. 
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that  at  the  end  of  that  period,  his  Lc^rdship  set 
off  privately  for  Italy.  In  nine  months  after- 
wards, he  returned  to  London,  (it  was  the  very 
height  of  the  season),  bringing  over  some  rare 
articles  of  virtu,  which  he  presented  to  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  with  an  assurance  that  he  had  gone 
to  Athens  expressly  to  collect  them  for  his  Royal 
Highness.  The  Prince  received  them  most  gra- 
doQsly^  and  on  the  following  day  invited  a  large 
party  to  meet  Lord  Beletrieve,  and  to  see  his 
presents.  The  assembly  met,  and  many  were 
surprised  at  the  alteration  a  few  months  had  made 
m  bis  Lordship's  appearance.  He  looked  pallid, 
exhausted ;  had  a  slight  lameness  in  his  left  foot, 
and  his  back  was  stooped.  Aware  of  these  per* 
soual  defects,  and  resolved  to  hide  their  origin, 
he  planned  a  method  to  turn  them  to  advantage^ 
To  this  end,  when  the  dessert  was  placed  on 
the  table,  he  managed  to  command  the  Prince's 
particular  attention ;  as  a  matter  of  course,  that 
of  all  the  party  followed ;  then  in  a  calm,  bland 
voice,  he  related  a  few  amusing  anecdotes,  and 
afterwards,  with  apparent  carelessness,  spoke  of 
tome  English  nobles  whom  he  had  met  at  Flo- 
rence, but  who — though  fine  and  accomplished 
young  men — had,  in  consequence  of  their  appear- 
ance of  robust  health,  been  excluded  by  the  exclu- 
des.   *  Indeed/  he  continued^  turning  toward&i 
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the  Prince^  ^your  Royal  Highness  will,  I  have 
no  doubt,  agree  with  me  in  thinking  that  the 
English  ezdusives  in  Italy  are  too  refined,  when 
I  acquaint  you  with  the  following  circumstances. 
May  I  first  take  the  liberty  of  reminding  your 
Royal  Highness  that  more  than  once  you  have 
complimented  me  on  my  dancing  ?  Having 
elicited  your  royal  admiration,  it  naturally  became 
my  proudest  boast;  and  being  solicitous  to  excite 
a  favourable  sensation  in  Florence,  I  took  every 
opportunity  of  displaying  my  figure,  more  espe- 
cially in  the  waltz.  But,  judge  my  astonishment 
—nay,  I  may  truly  say,  despair — ^when  I  saw  that 
I  b^an  to  be  neglected  by  the  ezclusives.  Hap- 
pily I  possessed  a  sincere  firiend  among  them, 
who  acquainted  me  that  dandng,  or  in  £m^ 
any  movement  that  showed  a  perfect  strength 
and  elasticity  of  limbs  had  for  the  last  three 
weeks  been  by  the  exclusives  dubbed  as  vulgar; 
and  that  although  they  might  admit  within  the 
pale  of  their  select  society  certain  persons  whose 
moral  characters  would  not  bear  a  microscopie 
examination—* 

'^My  dear  Sir,''  said  I,  almost  maddened  by  my 
companion's  prolixity,  **  I  must  say— ^^ 

^<Say  nothing  at  present,  but  listen/*  he 
returned ;  ^^  though  they  might  admit,  as  I  have 
just  observed^  certain  clouded   characters,  still. 
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that  was  toui^'/aii  autre  chose  from  associating 
with  anything  vulgar.  The  very  word  vulgar 
was  the  antipodes  of  fashion,  and  caused  a 
revulsion  of  feeling  within  its  select  circles.  Be- 
sides,  vulgarity  was  an  existing  evil,  and  required 
to  be  guarded  against ;  whereas,  morals  had  be- 
come obsolete,  and  any  attempt  to  revive  them 
by  fastidious  objections  or  invidious  remarks  on 
the  conduct  of  persons  in  a  certain  class,  would 
be  quite  a  Quixotic  business — a  fighting  in  the 
dark  against  an  invisible  power — rendering  the  ex- 
alted feeling  which  strove  to  bring  back  the  romance 
and  virtue  of  a  former  age  a  subject  of  ridicule 
and  contempt,  and  thus  injuring  in  place  of 
serving  the  cause.  Now,  your  Royal  Highness, 
as  this  reasoning  of  my  familiar  spirit  was  too 
profound  to  be  disputed,  I  satisfied  myself  by 
demanding  how  dancing,  so  long  sanctioned  by 
fitthion,  and  which  at  once  combined  music,  grace, 
exennse,  and  excitement,  had  become  so  obnoxious 
as  to  incur  the  awful  charge  of  vulgarity  ?  She 
replied,  ^  Why  the  fact  is  this,  a  short  time  ago 
the  Marchese  Zoppo  came  hither  firom  Rome,  and 
excited  a  great  sensation;  indeed,  scandal  went 
so  fer  as  to  say  that  a  certain  Princess,  whom  he 
had  met  in  Berlin,  was  his  familiar  spirit;  how- 
ever,  on  the  truth  of  this  I  cannot  decide,  but  one 
thing  is  oertain^  although  the  Marchese  was  of 
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patrician  birth  and  in  possession  of  a  princely 
fortune^  his  proudest  boast  was  a  slight  lameness 
of  his  left  ankle,  and  a  gentle,  almost  impercep- 
tible curve  of  his  back,  which  he  called  a  Grecian 
bend  ?  Now,  Beletrieve,"  continued  my  fiur  fa- 
miliar, 'although  I  am  certain  that  these  high 
attributes  of  &shion  will  to  many  appear  a  blembh, 
and  that  in  due  time  dancing  will  resume  its 
influence,  still  for  the  present  I  would  strongly 
advise  you  to  study  the  Zoppo  graces ;  you  have 
a  great  advantage  in  your  exalted  height,  which 
even  exceeds  the  Marchese's.  It  may  be^  your 
Royal  Highness,  a  weakness  to  admit — ^for  I 
consider  that  all  weakness  consists  in  the  admis- 
sion— ^that  I  became  so  emulous  to  attain  these 
perfections,  that  at  an  exorbitant  price  I  engaged 
a  French  dancing-master  to  instruct  me  in  the 
Zoppo  art.'  Observing  that  the  Prince  laughed 
at  the  idea,  without  changing  his  grave  man- 
ner he  said,  'I  can  solemnly  assure  your 
Royal  Highness,  that  more  than  one  young 
man  of  fashion  had  the  tendon  Achilles  of  his  left 
leg  slightiy  cut  to  obtain  the  desired  acoomplish- 
ment.  So  fieur,  success  might  be  commanded  by 
all  who  possessed  heroism  in  the  cause ;  but  the 
Grecian  bend  was  more  difficult  of  attainment, 
indeed,  to  some  impossible.  It  required  height, 
and  rather  a  slight  form.     In  vain  the  short  and 
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itDQt-made  Studied  the  Zoiqpo  stoop ;  they  might 
indeed  mock  the  grace,  by  sloudiiiig  their  shoul- 
imxxg  stocking  their  backs  forward,  and  thus 
nndering  themselves  ridiculous  by  aiming  at  an 
•dviBtage  they  were  not  formed  to  possess/  But, 
Mr.  Deerhnrst,  passing  over  all  the  remarks  the 
IMttse  was  pleased  to  make,  and  his  compliments 
to  Iioid  Bdetriere,  I  shall  on  this  subject  merely 
add,  that  a  few  days  after  the  Prince's  dinner  to 
Loid  Beletrieve,  there  was  not  a  fashionable  to  be 
•eea  in  Hyde  Park  wha  did  not  attempt  to  sport 
tbsZoppo  graces;  and  Monsieur  Moussard,  who 
opened  an  academy  foir  their  instruction  realized, 
kfore  the  end  of  threis  months,  a  large  fortune. 
As  to  his  Lordship,  next  to  the  Prince  he  became 
the  most  admired  man  in  London,  *  the  observed 
of  all  observers*'    Thus  his  genius  rose  above  his 
broken  health,  and  what  would  have  sent  another 
to  (nne  away  life  in  eL/aiUeuUy  enveloped  in  flan- 
nels and  surrounded  by  nurses,  raised  him  to  the 
▼ery  pinnacle  of  the  haut  ion.     But  you  look 
exhausted,  Mr.  Deerhurst;  permit  me  to  ring 
far  the  refreshments." 

So  saying,  he  rose  on  his  long  legs,  and  skipped 
over  to  the  bell  with  something  of  the  movement 
of  a  kangaroo.  I  saw  this  was  a  nue  to  show  off 
the  2iOppo  graces ;  and  though  I  laughed  at  seeing 
foppery  so  caricatured,  still  I  disliked  him  so 
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sincerely,  I  was  resolved  not  to  humour  his  folly 
by  a  single  compliment. 

Refreshments  being  announced,  we  descended 
to  the  dining-room,  which  in  keeping  with  every 
thing  else  in  that  region  of  vanity,  was  elaborately 
spread  out  with  plate  and  glass,  sumptuous  enough 
to  entertain  the  Prince.  The  repast  was  exquisite, 
and  my  stomach,  long  inured  to  the  scant  and  ill- 
dressed  fare  of  Oxford  Street,  in  spite  of  conscience, 
which  assured  me  that  these  preparations  were 
not  made  for  my  poverty,  partook  largely  of  the 
viands ;  in  this  I  was  joined  by  Mr.  Moneymore, 
so  I  concluded  that  a  good  appetite  did  not  come 
imder  the  class  of  the  Beletrieve's  vulgarities. 
There  was  consolation  in  this,  at  least  while  I 
had  a  thousand  pounds  to  feast  on. 

Ever  and  anon,  while  partaking  of  his  costly 
fare,  I  could  observe  my  host  scanning  uneasily 
my  antiquated  garments,  and  evidently  perplexed 
by  the  result  of  his  observations.  At  length,  as 
though  a  new  light  had  broken  upon  him,  he  cried 
out  in  an  agitated  tone : — 

^^  Positively,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
understand — ^ha !  now  I  have  it ;  you  only  es- 
caped from  shipwreck.  Good  heaven  1  how  you 
frighten  me.  Speak  quickly,  dear  Sir,  and  relieve 
my  mind  from  the  apprehension  of  your  luggage 
being  lost.     It  must  have  been  of  considerable 
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Tilae,  for  Sir  Roger^  in  his  letter  announcing  your 
intention  of  coining  to  England,  expressly  stated 
that  during  your  stay  in  London^  it  was  his  desire 
that  you  shoidd  be  surrounded  by  a  princely 
letmne.  Excuse  me,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  but  on  the 
instant  of  our  introduction,  you  should  have 
aoquamted  me  with  this  very  great  misfortune. 
What  is  now  to  he  done  ?  I  have  no  orders  from 
Sir  Roger  relative  to  supplying  you.'* 

With  a  very  grave  countenance  I  answered: 
^  I  assure  you,  Mr.  Moneymore,  I  was  quite 
ignorant  of  having  been  shipwrecked;  on  the 
contrary,  whenever  I  chanced  to  be  at  sea,  my 
voyages  have  been  prosperous.  As  to  an  order 
from  Sir  Roger,  I  have  one  in  my  pocket,  the 
ostensible  cause  why  I  have  now  the  honour  of 
yoor  acquaintance." 

So  saying,  with  a  low  bow,  and  I  fear  rather  a 
sneering  expression  of  countenance,  I  handed  him 
the  draft.  The  whole  truth  burst  on  his  asto- 
nished souL  He  actually  trembled  with  rage  and 
vexation.  In  a  voice  stifled  with  passion,  he 
ezckdmed : — 

^  And  who  are  you  who  dared  to  come  here 
and  impose  upon  me  to  such  a  degree,  that  I  not 
only  sent  an  apology  at  an  awkward  hour  to  Lord 
Beletrieve,  but  confided  to  you  his  secrets? 
Good  heaven !  what  infatuation,"  and  he  actually 

D  a 
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Stamped  on  the  ground,  striking  his  forehead 
with  yiolence ;  then  glaring  on  me,  he  exclaimed, 
**  Sir,  you  are  an  impostor  V* 

'^  By  no  means,  Mr.  Moneymore;  all  the  mis- 
take was  of  your  own  making.  Now  be  pleased 
to  say  who  you  supposed  me  to  be/' 

"  You  announced  yourself  as  Mr.  Deerhurst. 
Your  card  is  on  my  dressing-table.^' 

"  And  so  I  am,''  I  replied,  laughing  5  for  I 
enjoyed  the  fop's  misery. 

He  seemed  startled,  and  then  in  a  subdued 
tone  said : 

"  Are  you  Mr.  Etienne  Eustace  Deerhurst  ? 
If  so,  excuse  me  ;  but  really  I  am  bewildered." 

"  No,"  I  replied  haughtily.  ^*  But  I  am  Fre- 
ville  Deerhurst,  Sir  Roger's  rightful  heir." 

He  made  his  kangaroo  step,  calling  out : 

"  Now  the  mystery  is  explained — you  are  the 
beggared  son,"  and  he  glanced  hb  eyes  contemp- 
tuously on  my  dress,  ^^  of  that  Lionel  Deerhurst 
whom  Sir  Roger  disinherited,  and  you  came  here 
to  play  off  some  vulgar  hoax.  Quit  my  house. 
Sir.  I  will  not  honour  your  draft;  and  if  you 
delay  another  instant,  I  shall  order  my  servant  to 
show  you  out." 

Before  he  concluded  the  last  sentence,  I  shook 
my  cane  over  his  head,  exclaiming : 

*^  Fop  as  you  are,  dare  not  again  to  speak  dis- 
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respectfully  of  my  fyther,  or  to  address  me  except 
18  a  gentleman/^ 

^'  I  am  no  coward,  Mr.  Deerhurst,^^  he  replied, 
with  something  like  dignity;  ^^  still,  I  have  no 
wish  to  enter  into  a  quarrel  with  you.'' 

And  he  was  moving  from  the  room,  when  I 
called  out : 

"  Have  you  no  money  of  Sir  Roger  Deerhurst's 
in  your  hands,  that  you  decline  honouring  this 
drafts 

*'  Thousands,  tens  of  thousands !''  he  answered 
petulantly.  But,''  and  he  hesitated,  '^  I  must 
request  an  explanation  how  this  draft  came  into 
your  possession.'' 

I  replied  carelessly,  for  I  was  tired  of  the  whole 
scene,  '^It  was  forwarded  for  my  use  by  Sir 
Roger  to  Lord  Plinlimmon.  But  if  you,  Mr. 
Moneymore,  hesitate  about  its  acceptance,  I  have 
only  to  write  to  his  Lordship,  which  I  shall  do 
this  evening,"  and  I  advanced  with  a  proud  step 
towards  the  door. 

^  Stay  a  moment,  Mr.  Deerhurst,"  he  called 
out.  **  Matters  of  business  must  be  attended 
to^  not  hurried  over."  He  then  scanned  the 
draft  with  great  attention,  muttering,  **  There  can 
be  no  mistake ;  Sir  Roger  himself  drew  this  out." 
Then  turning  to  me,  he  added,  '^  Mr.  Deerhurst, 
you  say  that  you  have  received  this  direct  from 
Lord  Plinlimmon  ?" 
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As  he  examined  the  note,  I  marked  with 
surprise  the  change  in  his  manner*  All  the  fop- 
pery  of  fashion  was  laid  aside,  and  he  wore  the 
anxious,  important  look  of  a  man  engaged  in 
money  matters.  On  his  questioning  me,  I  an- 
swered : 

^^  Let  there  be  no  further  mistake,  the  draft 
was  forwarded  to  me  through  Lord  Plinlim- 
mon,  who,  from  friendship  to  my  uncle,  Mr,  Arn- 
heim,  wrote  to  Sir  Roger  in  my  favour/' 

*^  And  who  is  the  Reverend  Mr.  Amheim  ?** 
he  demanded,  in  his  insolent  manner. 

I  answered  with  indignation,  "  Mr.  Amheim  is 
a  clergyman  of  superior  talents  and  strict  mo- 
rality.'' 

"  Pshaw  !'*  he  answered.  "  How  Lord  Bele- 
trieve  would  laugh  at  all  this  cant.  Superior 
talents !  —  strict  morality ! — absurd.  However, 
Mr.  Deerhurst,  this  draft  appears  correct;  still, 
I  should  like  to  see  some  vouchers  to  prove 
your  identity.  Collect  them,  and  then  on  next 
Tuesday,  at  twelve,  call  at  my  office  in  Mark 
Lane,  and  your  business  shall  be  settled.'"  So 
saying,  he  rang  the  bell,  calling  out,  **  Open  the 
door  for  this  gentleman.''  Before  I  was  half-way 
down  the  stairs,  I  heard  him  scream  out,  "If 
that  shabby  fellow  ever  calls  again,  of  course  I 
am  not  at  home." 

I  felt  all  the  insolence  of  the  parvenu,  but 
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despised  him  too  mach  to  resent  it.    On  reaching 
the  hall  door,  a  new  vexation  occurred ;  it  was 
raining  violently,  and  a  footman,  whom  I  had 
not  before  observed,  respectfully  requested  that 
I  would  step  into  the  dining-haU  till  the  shower 
passed  off.     As  he  spoke,  I  recognized  in  him  a 
person  of  the  name  of  Pat  Mulcahy ;  he  had  lived 
with  the  Tennants  in  Cork.     With  ready  Irish 
^t,  the  fellow  entered  into  a  ludicrous  account 
of  Mr.  Moneymore^s  miserly  habits,  grafted  on 
pompous  display.     He  also  said,  that  on  the  fol« 
lowing  week  he  purposed  quitting  his  service, 
l^ing  engaged    to  Lord   Beletrieve,  whom  Pat 
designated  as  the  noblest  nobleman  in  all  Eng- 
land.    To  my  inquiry    how  he   had  discovered 
Qie,  he  replied,  that  the  servants  being  amused 
3t  the  vaunted  heir    of   Sir   Roger    Deerhurst 
^ving  in  such  shabby  trim— I  give  Pat's  words 
--he  peeped  into  the  saloon   to  see  him,  and 
in  a  moment  twigged  me;    but  shrewdly  con- 
dading  that  I  came  to  impose  on  Mr.  Money- 
niore,  resolved  not  to  betray  my  secret. 

I  smiled  at  his  Irish  honesty,  but  still  thanked 
Mm.  A.  few  moments  after,  we  saw  Mr.  Money- 
more  drive  off.  Pat  then  called  a  coach,  and  I 
returned  to  Oxford  Street. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

I  REPAIRED  next  day  to  Mr.  Moneymore's  office 
in  the  City,  smd  found,  to  my  astonishment,  that  he 
peremptorily  refused  to  cash  the  draft,  on  the  plea 
of  having  received  no  direct  communication  from 
Sir  Roger.     Had  I  not  been  totally  inexperienced 
in  business  I  might  have  seen  through  this  flimsy 
evasion,  and  have  suspected  what  I  afterwards 
ascertained  to  be  the  fact,   that  this    aper    of 
fashion,  malignant  at  the  mistake  of  which  I  was 
the  innocent  occasion,  resolved  to  avenge  himself 
by  retarding  the  payment,  which  my  appearance 
convinced  him  was  so  necessary  to  my  comfort. 
This   blow  came  upon  me    quite  unexpectedly, 
and  I  turned  from  the  office  in  a  truly  miserable 
state  of  mind. 

Without  a  friend  in  the  great  city,  I  might 
almost  say  in  the  kingdom,  and  burning  with 
offended  pride,  I  was  driven  almost  to  despair. 
My  troubled  spirit  at  length  fou,nd  consolation  by 
recurring  to  Clara  and  the  Parsonage ;  and  con- 
quering the  reluctance  which  I  felt  at  addressing 
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myself  to  Mr.  Amheim,  as  a  suppliant  for  his 
assistance  and  advice,  I  sat  down  and  briefly 
commonicated  to  him  the  disappointment  of  my 
hopes,  and  the  desolate  position  in  which  I  found 
myself. 

Haying  concluded  my  letter,  in  spite  of  the 
^tening  aspect  of  the  weather,  I  set  off  at  a 
brisk  pace  to  the  Post  Office*  On  my  return,  I 
was  orertaken  by  a  shower,  and  in  'making  a  sud- 
den rush  to  get  into  shelter,  I  nearly  upset  a  gen- 
^an  who  was  waiting  for  his  carriage.  Of 
coiine  I  turned  round  to  apologize,  when  after 
looking  steadily  at  me,  he  exclaimed  with  vivacity : 

^  Grown  up  as  you  are,  I  think  I  cannot  be 
mistaken  in  my    young  friend,  Freville  Deer- 

While  he  addressed  me,  I  recognized  in  him 
Mr.  Tennant  altered,  indeed,  from  the  comely, 
quiet,  industrious  man  of  business,  to  the  well- 
dressed,  positively  handsome  man  of  fashion.  I 
returned  his  salute  with  a  glow  of  pleasure. 

"  Let  me  take  a  full  view  of  you,  Freville,"  he 
added,  smiling,  and  stepping  some  paces  back,  so 
as  to  command  my  person.  **  Why  you  are  up- 
wards of  six  feet  high,  and  such  Umbs  and  shoul- 
ders; and  it  is  not  quite  three  years  since  I 
treated  and  ordered  you 'about  as  a  school-boy.  I 
must  be  angry  with  you  and  AigUne  for  making 
an  old  man  of  me.^' 
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I  interrupted  him  with  vivacity,  exclaiming: 
*^  And  how  are  dear  Aigline  and  George  ?  And 
where  are  they  now  ?^' 

"George,**  he  replied,  "is  on  the  wide  and 
distant  seas,  but  I  know  not  his  present  destina- 
tion, and  Aigline  is  in  London ;  but,  Freville,  for 
the  present  waive  inquiries,  I  would  not  mar  the 
happiness  of  meeting  you,  and  since  we  last  met, 
I  have  experienced  irremediable  sorrow,  and  ac- 
quired what,  I  fear,  will  prove  but  transitory 
enjoyment.  But  life  is  a  chequered  scene.  How- 
ever,'^ he  rejoined  with  a  forced  laugh,  "  a  truce 
to  melancholy.  I  see  no  chance  of  this  shower 
clearing  off,  so  if  not  otherwise  engaged,  perhaps 
you  will  accompany  me,  and  as  we  drive  along 
you  can  tell  all  your  adventures.  Where  is  your 
father.  Major  Deerhurst,  at  present  ?  And  do  you 
still  remember  Clara  Arnheim,  your  pretty  cousin, 
about  whom  George  and  Aigline  so  constantly 
teazed  you  ?*' 

I  replied,  with  emotion,  "  It  is  long  since  I 
have  heard  either  from,  or  of  my  father;  but  he  is 
in  some  of  the  Western  Isles ;  and  as  to  Clara,«  , 
she  is  dearer  to  me  than  ever :  and  now,  Mr.  Ten- 
nant,  I  request  of  you  to  acquaint  me  with  every 
circumstance  connected  with  your  own  fiunily. 
I  have  never  forgotten  the  happy  days  spent  at 
Glanmire  Water,  nor  my  gratitude  for  all  your 
kindness/^ 
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He  answered,  playfully:    ^'Come^  comej  no 

compliments  between  old  friends;  and  nowj  in 

answer  to  your  questions^  soon  after  you  left 

Cork,  George — and  he,  you  know,  was  destined 

for  the  navy — having  obtained  his  appointment, 

we  all  went  to  Portsmouth  to  ship  off  the  young 

middy.     An    unexpected  surprise    awaited   me 

there,  I  found  myself  the  master  of  a  large  fortune 

I7  the  death  of  an  old  gentleman  whom  I  had 

obliged   in   life,  and    who,  being   without  any 

nearer  connexions,    testified    his    gratitude   by 

oialdngme  his  heir.    It  is  a  long  story,  and  I  will 

not  punish  you  with  the  recital/* 

Grasping  his  hand,  I  was  warmly  congratulat- 
ing him  on  his  good  fortune  and  happiness, 
when,  contracting  his  brow,  with  a  quivering 
lip,  he  replied : 

''My  young  friend,  talk  not  to  me  of  happi- 
ness. I  have  lost  her  whom  no  wealth  can 
replace*— my  wife  is  dead  1  But  a  truce  to  these 
gloomy  reminiscences.  You  will  be  glad  to  hear 
that  your  old  friend,  AigUne,  is  looked  upon  as 
the  handsomest  and  most  accomplished  of  the 
votaries  of  fashion.  But  it  waxes  late,  we  must 
now  part ;  and  remember,  I  shall  expect  you  to- 
morrow in  Grosvenor  Square,  which  must  be 
your  head- quarters  during  your  stay  in  London. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

With  b  light  step,  and  a  heart  considerably 
relieved,  I  hurried  next  day  to  Qrosvenor  Square, 
and,  as  I  passed  through  the  lofty  hatl  and 
spacious  staircase,  I  was  struck  with  the  contrast 
between  the  elegance  of  their  decorations,  and  the 
elaborate  splendour  of  the  Moneymore  residence. 
I  was  buried  in  a  philosophical  reverie  on  the 
vicissitudes  of  life,  when  the  door  of  the  room, 
into  which  I  had  been  ushered,  flew  open,  and 
Aigline-*the  beautiful  Aigline — sprang  forward  to 
greet  and  to  welcome  me.  Not  quite  three  years 
had  elapsed  since  we  last  parted  in  Cork,  she  was 
then  about  sixteen,  and  so  handsome,  that  I  could 
find  no  words  sufficient  to  express  my  admira- 
tion; and  since  then  my  memory  had  often 
reverted  to  her  as  she  sat  dressing  dolls,  to  man 
a  tiny  yacht  which,  under  Mr.  Tennant's  instruc- 
tions^ I  had  built  for  Clara,  or,  with  comprehen- 
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live  genios,  hurried  over  her  different  lessons,  so 
as  to  be  in  time  to  row  down  the  water  with  her 
brother,  Charles  Mellish,  La  Franck,  and  myself, 
when  as  she  gaily  guided  the  helm,  she  would 
warble  forth  the  songs  of  her  native  land,  while  I, 
leavbg  the  more  arduous  task  of  rowing  to  my 
companions,  accompanied  her  with  my  flute,  in 
spite  of  the  angry  looks  of  Mellish,  whose  boyish 
'ove  for  her  already  subjected  him  to  the  pangs 
<^  jealousy.    AH  this  I  had  remembered^  and  the 
^08  scenes  connected  with  the  bright  days 
^pent  at  Glanmire  Villa;  and  her  father  had  said, 
^at  the  admiration  she  awakened  was  a  pass- 
|)Qrt  to  the  first  society;  yet  I  had  formed  no 
conception  of  the  loveliness  that  now  stood  before 
me;  no,  not  in  the  hour  when  my  vivid  imagina- 
tion was  most  exalted  had  I  fancied  a  face  and 
fonoQ  of  such  exquisite  proportions.    To  describe 
her,  I  might  say  that  she  combined  the  fine 
chiselled  features  of  a  Grecian  Venus,  with  the 
blushing  softness  of  a  Hebe ;  that  her  hair  was 
dark  and  glossy  as  the  raven's  wing,  her  eyes 
of  the  deepest  blue,  her  lips  and  teeth  full  of 
freshness;  but  all  description  must  fall  short  of 
the  varying  and  intellectual  expression  of  her 
countenance,   in    which  consisted   her  greatest 
charm.    Lord  Beletrieve,  of  whom  I  shall  here- 
after speak,  was  heard  to  say,  that  she  was  an 
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illustration  of  the  poet's  animated  description  of 
the  beautiful  Lady  of  Coventry : 

Whene'er  with  soft  serenity  she  smil'd. 
Or  caught  the  orient  blush  of  quick  surprise* 

How  sweetly  mutable,  how  brightly  wild. 
The  liquid  lustre  darted  from  her  eyes. 

Each  look,  each  motion,  spoke  an  inborn  grace. 
Which  o'er  her  form  its  transient  glory  cast ; 

Some  lovelier  wonder  soon  usurped  its  place, 
Chased  by  a  charm  still  lovelier  than  the  past. 

In  forra^  Aigline  was  rather  below  the  middle 
size ;  but  though  very  slight,  her  limbs  were  so 
perfectly  rounded,  that  Canova  might  have  taken 
her  as  a  model  for  one  of  his  graces.  So  imposing 
was  her  appearance,  so  dazzling  her  beauty,  that 
as  she  stood  smiling  and  blushing,  I  continued 
gazing,  so  absorbed  in  wonder,  that  I  never 
thought  of  returning  her  salute. 

After  waiting  a  few  moments  in  expectation 
of  my  addressing  her,  in  a  playful,  but  half  re- 
proachful tone,  she  said  : 

"  Freville,  hither  I  flew  to  receive  you  as  a 
companion  and  fnend,  and  you  scarcely  deign 
to  acknowledge  me!  Are  we  then  to  meet  as 
strangers  ?  If  so,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  excuse  the 
freedom  of  my  address — the  result  of  *  auld  lang 
syne,'  and  permit  me  to  request  the  honour  of 
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your  accompanying  me  to  the  breakfast  parlour, 
where  Mr.  Tennant  waits  to  receive  you.'^ 

1  caught  her  hand,  and  pressing  it  rapturously 
to  my  lips,  exclaimed :  ^*  Aigline,  you  must  ex- 
cuse an  awkwardness,  which  sprung  firom  my 
admiration  of  yourself.  Positively,  nature  never 
produced  anything  so  beautiful !  Is  there  not 
a  &ble,  where  every  one  who  gazed  on  a  certain 
princess  was  turned  into  a  statue  ?  Such  is  the 
effect  your  charms  have  on  me/' 

She  burst  into  a  laugh,  as  she  answered : 
^What  a  strange  compliment  to  prove  me  to 
be  of  such  a  petrifying  nature.  If  all  my  admirers 
are  turned  into  statues,  to  what  a  stupid  destiny 
I  am  consigned !  Why,  though  I  were  as  vain 
as  Lord  Beletrieve,  it  would  be  no  compensation; 
bat,  Freville,  your  metaphors  were  always  a  little 
incongruous ;  however,  I  am  glad  to  find  that  you 
are  not  changed.  But  all  this  time  papa  is  wait- 
ing. Tet,  one  word  before  we  join  him :  am  I 
more  beautiful  than  Clara  Amheim?''  as  she 
spoke,  she  playfully  pressed  her  finger  to  her  lip, 
and  shook  her  head. 

«*  By  all  the  laws  of  gallantry,*^  I  exclaimed, 
adopting  her  gay  mood,  ^'I  should  give  the 
preference  to  present  company.  But,  in  plain 
smcerity,  methinks  that  Paris  himself  would 
have   found  it  difficult  to  decide   between  your 
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Houri  style  of  beauty,  and  Clara's  Madonna  face 
and  form/' 

Again  she  laughed ;  and  oh  1  that  sorrow  should 
ever  have  hushed  that  happy  laugh,  as  she  spor- 
tively  answered : 

"Why,  Freville,  you  must  have  learned  to 
blunder  in  Ireland !  Was  there  ever  so  grotes* 
que  a  compliment  to  place  my  rival  among  the 
highest  of  the  Christian  saints,  and  make  poor 
me  a  soulless  being — a  mere  plaything,  to  amuse 
some  three-tailed  bashaw  of  a  Turk !  Really,  I 
am  quite  offended,'^  and,  drawing  herself  up  with 
a  stately  air,  she  walked  out  of  the  room. 

I  followed,  and  as  I  entered  the  breakfast  par- 
lour, Mr.  Tennant  rose,  and  received  me  with 
.as  much  courtesy,  as  if  I  had  been  the  obliger, 
he  the  obliged. 

Aigline,  whose  gay  spirits  were  never  restrained 
by  her  father's  presence,  immediately  set  about 
quizzing  me  for  my  awkward  compliments.  Soon 
after  Mr.  Tennant  retired.  Being  left  alone  with 
Aigline,  she  first  obtained  my  promise  to  oon* 
tinue  in  Orosvenor  Square,  adding^ 

<<  And  now  for  my  plans,  Freville,  I  most  use 
all  my  interest  with  Lord  Beletrieve  to  intro- 
duce you  into  the  world  of  fiuhion.  If  I  suooeed, 
what  with  your  personal  advantages— for  you  are 
not  very  iU-looking-^our  musical  talents^  which 
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I  hope  yoa  have  not  neglected,  and  his  patronage, 
I  foresee  you  will  be  one  of  the  dandies  of  the 
season :  for  observe,  macaronies  are  out  of  date — 
the  yery  name  sank  into  oblivion/' 

"It  is  a  brilliant  prospect,^'  I  answered  play- 
fiilly;  <<at  all  events,  introduce  me  to  this  Lord 
Beletiieve,  for  he  seems  a  kind  of  Marquis  of 
Carrabbas,  forced  on  my  notice  by  every  person 
to  whom  I  speak/' 

"And  you,''  said  she,  smiling  archly,  and 
pointing  to  a  confoundedly  ill-shaped  pair  of 
square-toed  boots,  a  little  the  worse  for  the  wear, 
And  which  I  had  put  on  in  consequence  of  my 
Hessians  being  under  the  care  of  a  cobbler,  ''  are 
to  perform  the  part  of  the  cat,  and  seek  out  some 
iVincess  for  him/' 

Although  provoked  at  her  sarcasm,  I  laughed, 
and,  to  change  the  subject — for  I  never  could 
endure  ridicule — said,  ^'Aigline,  describe  Lord 
Beletrieve;  I  want  to  discover  whether  your 
portrait  will  agree  with  Mr.  Moneymore's  carica- 
ture/' 

^^  Describe  Lord  Beletrieve  ?  What  an  impos- 
sible task !  However,  I  can  give  you  what  a 
punter  would  term  a  rough  outline  of  his  person : 
as  to  his  mental  qualifications,  facts  alone  can  do 
them  justice,  and  for  those  you  must  abide 
patiently;  I  would  not  anticipate  your  study  of 
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his  character, — mark  me  it  is  a  black-letter  book. 
To  commence :  his  Lordship^s  age  is  about  sixty 
— thanks  to  the  Peerage,  no  mistake  there ;  his 
height  six  feet  two ;  proportions  just ;  in  youth  he 
would  not  have  disgraced  a  Hercules ;  his  whole 
form  set  off  to  the  best  advantage  by  his  tailor, 
and  his  face  delicately  shaded  by  the  luxuriant 
flow  of  his  peruke,  the — ^' 

**Oh,  stop  its  description  !'*  I  exclaimed,  **for 
there  you  cannot  excel  Mr.  Moneymore's.** 

"  Then  I  come  to  his  eyes,  which,  though  dim  in 
sight,  are  bright  to  view ;  his  lips  are  pallid,  but 
smile  blandly;  his  countenance  is  irresistible,  from 
its  Cupid — no  not  Cupid,  the  ugly,  chubbed,  fiitt 
boy,  but  from  its  own  expression— to  women,  so 
full  of  languishing  tenderness ;  to  men,  of  calm 
dignity,  tinctured  with  hauteur.  Then  he  is  a  sena- 
tor, a  privy-councillor;  a  first  rate  favourite  with 
the  Prince :  and,  next  to  his  Royal  Highness,  the 
leader  of  London  fashion  : — prouder  distinction 
still,  he  is  chief  of  the  Cosmopolite  Club — 
an  association  whose  proudest  boast  is,  that 
rising  above  all  the  prejudices  of  patriotism, 
domestic  affections,  or  divine  hopes,  they  live 
solely  for  themselves,  and  not  for  their  body 
corporate,  for  that  would  be  diverging  firom 
the  concentration  of  the  individual  selfishness 
which  forms  at  once  their  bane  and  antidote. 
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Tben^  though  no  wit  himself,  his  Lordship  is  a 
great  admirer  of  other  men^s  genius,  that  is, 
if  it  pay  him  homage;  add  to  this,  he  is  a 
faTonrite  with  several  ladies  of  quality,  and 
whenerer  he  condescends  to  pay  attention,  he 
boasts  of  being  irresistible,  for,  observe,  to  yield 
to  any  violent  feeling  would  be  against  the  fun- 
damental spirit  of  cosmopolitism.  Among  his 
minor  attractions — minor  as  being  more  attainable 
—may  be  placed  a  villa  on  the  Thames,  of  which 
LucaQos  might  have  been  proud;  a  splendid 
London  residence,  embellished  with  the  rarest 
vtides  of  vertu,  innumerable  Venuses,  ApoUos, 
Cnpids ;  in  short,  taste  as  well  as  luxury  preside 
over  its  adornment,  and  all  is  in  keeping  with  its 
"picndour/' 

She  paused,  and  I  observed,  ^^Aigline,  add 
that  he  is  a  most  inspiring  subject  who  could 
draw  forth  from  you  such  a  tirade.  Now  tell 
^  how  did  Miss  Tennant  get  acquainted  with 
him,  and  what  does  she  do  with  this  very  great 
man?" 

^' That  question,  Freville,"  she  replied,*^  obliges 
me  to  appear  very  vain.  One  evening  I  went  to 
Covent  Gkffden  to  see  the  inimitable  Siddons  in 
die  character  of  Mrs.  Haller,  and  being  then  un- 
initiated in  fashionable  life,  was  in  a  perfect 
ecstacy  at  her  performance.    It  chanced  that  the 
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he  honoured  me   by  his   notice, 
mc  heautifuh'^ 

"  Don't  blush  so  unmercifully 
smiling.     '^  I  am  not  going  to  be 
dispute  his  Royal  Highness's  opi 
"  Well,  Freville,  as  Lord  Beletrii 
neoessaryto  establish  his  Royal  H: 
for  him  to  another  box ;  and,  for 
after  a  strict  examination,  his  Loi 
and  thus  I  was  at  once  brought  i 
more,  the  next  day  Lord  Beletri 
my  father,  and  as  he  afterwards 
didly  told  me,  congratulated  hin 
that,  though  a  nouveau  riche^  he 
sentable.    In  his  Lordship^s  coo 
our  merits,  discovering  my  mus 
recommended  that  I  should  imm 
finishing  lessons  on  the  harp,  in 
start,  not,    Freville,  in  waltzing. 
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'Miss  Tennant,*  solemnly  observed  his  Lord- 
iiup, '  be  indefatigable  in  improving  yourself^  and 
in  three  months  I  shall  give  a  concert  for  the 
express  purpose  of  introducing  you  into  fashion- 
able life,  where,  between  the  Prince's  appro- 
bation of  your  beauty^  and  my  patronage^  I 
flatter  myself  no  one  will  presume  to  object  to 
your  society/  Such,  Freville,  were  the  circum- 
stances which  led  to  my  introduction  into  the 
magic  circle,  and  at  present  no  entertainment 
would  be  thought  perfect  without  my  company. 
Princes,  Dukes,  Ambassadors,  Duchesses,  all 
court  my  smiles.  Need  you  then  wonder  if  this 
little  head  is  turned  V^  and  she  laid  her  taper 
fingers  on  it. 

"Aigline,**  I  replied,  "  you  astonish  me  beyond 
^expression ;  I  wonder  not  at  your  being  admired, 
itcoold  not  be  otherwise,  but  that  from  any  motive 
your  father  could  place  you  so  much  under  the 
guidance  of  Lord  Beletrieve,  a  professed  liber- 
tine, or  launch  you  without  a  mother's  protection 
into  scenes  of  dissipation;  you  that  were  edu- 
cated by  her  with  such  watchful  and  religious 
itrictness.'^ 

"  Oh !  do  not  speak  of  my  poor  mother,'*  she 
exclaimed  in  a  tone  of  deep  feeling ;  ^*  her  death 
cansed  me  unspeakable  affliction,  and  yet  it  is  but 
nine  months  since  she  died.     '  This  mockery  of 
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woe!' "  and  she  pointed  to  her  mourning-dress, 
which  she  still  wore.  ^'  Yet  my  father  and  I  are  the 
gayest  of  the  gay.  I  once  thought  such  things  could 
not  be,  but  we  are  launched  into  the  giddy  vortex 
of  fashion,  and  this,  more  than  the  cold  marble, 
shuts  out  her  inestimable  memory;''  so  saying, 
she  hurried  from  the  apartment. 

That  evening  Aigline  went  to  the  Opera  with  a 
Lady  Mainstown,  who,  I  understood,  acted  as  her 
chaperon  to  the  brilliant  scenes  into  which  she 
was  then  an  admitted  and  admired  guest.  Mr. 
Tennant  remained  with  me,  and  in  spite  of  my 
objections,  forced  on  my  acceptance  what  he 
termed  the  loan  of  a  large  sum  of  money. 

"  If  ever  you  are  Sir  Rogers's  heir,'*  he  said 
smiling,  '^  you  can  repay  me ;  if  not,  you  are 
most  welcome  to  partake  of  the  current  of  wealth 
so  rapidly  gliding  away." 

He  sighed  deeply,  and  I  thought  looked  unhappy. 
Next  morning,  immediately  after  breakfast  I  ac« 
companied  Aigline  to  her  music-room,  or  boudoir. 
There,  in  her  playful  manner,  she  criticised  my 
dress,  recommending  to  me  the  first  artists  of 
fashion.  Admitting  that  my  appearance  savoured 
of  the  purlieus  of  St.  Giles,  I  resigned  the  im- 
provement of  my  person  into  her  hands,  then 
requested  she  would  acquaint  me  with  the  source 
of  her  father*s  wealth. 
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"Oh,*  she  replied,  **  I  never  could  find  leisure 
to  relate  the  tedious  particulars^  so  a  few  words 
most  eiplain.  Ton  are  aware  that  my  fiither  is 
captble  of  the  most  generous  acts  of  friendship. 
Well,  some  person  whom  in  early  life  he  was  the 
means  of  setting  up  in  business,  realised  an  im- 
mense fortune,  and,  having  no  family,  on  his 
<iesth.bed  he  bequeathed  to  my  father  upwards 
of  a  hundred  thousand  pounds,  twenty  of  which 
were  settled  on  my  brother  George ;  but  having 
imbibed  some  very  unreasonable  antipathy  to  the 
&ir  daughters  of  Eve,  he  did  not  even  mention 
my  name  in  his  testament.  Was  not  that  very 
nngallant  of  the  old  merchant  ?" 

I  answered  her  gaily,  but  remarked  : 

^  However,  as  it  is  in  your  father's  possession, 
you  need  not  regret  it/' 

I  thought  she  looked  grave,  but  after  a  moment 
ttid: 

^Now,  Freville,  as  you  and  I  are  to  be  domi- 
<aled  together,  in  all  honesty  I  must  acquaint  you 
that  I  am  on  the  eve  of  being  married — or  am 
'Apposed  to  be  so.  Consequently,  there  must  be 
"'^  end  to  your  fine  compliments,  even  if  your 
"Cart  was  not  devoted  to  Clara  Amheim,  and  my 
^^^i  to  Lord  Chanceley.  Still,  regarding  you  as 
*  ftend,  I  would  not  admit  of  the  gallantry 
^iich,  by  giving  an  appearance  of  trifling  and 
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insincerity  to  our  intercourse^  must  destroy  con- 
fidence/' 

^'  And  who  is  Lord  Cbanceley  ?"  I  demanded, 
'^  and  is  the  hand  alone  engaged  ?'' 

She  sighed  audibly,  then  in  a  low  voice  replied, 
'^  Freville,  be  satisfied  with  what  I  choose  to  con- 
fide, and  inquire  not  too  curiously.  Howeyer,  in 
answer  to  your  first  question.  Lord  Cbanceley  is 
next  heir  to  an  earldom,  and  in  present  posses- 
sion of  a  noble  fortune, — distinctions  enough  for 
any  man;  at  least,  so  think  the  denizens  of 
fashion/' 

"Add  and  a  man  of  taste,''  I  interrupted, 
"  proved  by  his  selection  of  you." 

She  replied  hastily : 

"  Taste  and  feeling  had  nothing  to  say  to  the 
preference.  He  heard  that  the  Prince  admired, 
that  Lord  Beletrieve  patronized  me;  in  these 
circumstances  lie  all  my  attractions.  Why,  Fre- 
ville,  men  of  fashion,  with  a  few  eccentric  ex- 
ceptions, choose  their  wives  on  the  judgment 
of  those  who  affect  to  be  connoisseurs,  and,  I 
can  tell  you,  are  confoundedly  angry  if  they 
fail  to  elicit  general  admiration." 

'*  Then,  Aigline,  I  have  to  congratulate  you  on 
the  prospect  of  being  a  Countess.  Is  Lord 
Cbanceley  a  man  of  talent  ?" 

She  laughed,  exclaiming,  '^  He  has  but  one  idea, 
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that  is  to  imitate  his  great  prototype,  Lord  Bele- 
trieve.  Nevertheless,  should  we  ever  be  united, 
he  shall  find  me  a  devoted  wife.  As  Lady 
Chanceley,  I  can  burst  the  trammels  of  &shion  and 
folly  which  now  encompass  me  without  losing  a 
position  rendered,  by  the  delusions  of  ambition 
and  gratified  vanity,  absolutely  necessary,  I  verily 
believe,  to  my  existence/^ 

**  How  soon,^^  I  demanded,  '^  is  this  union, 
which,  on  your  side,  appears  to  be  one  of  ambi- 
tion to  be  solemnized  ?^' 

"AhP*  she  replied,  ^^that  is  the  question. 
Alas !  I  cannot  answer,  except,  indeed,  I  could 
prevail  upon  Lord  Beletrieve  to  nominate  the 
day/^ 

"  Lord  Beletrieve,  Aigline  !"  I  cried. 

"  Yes,  Freville,  my  destiny  is  in  his  hands ;  he 
is  the  CSoryphffius  of  a  set  among  whom  his  will 
or  taste  is  a  law.'' 

"  And,'*  I  interrupted,  "  he  is  in  love  with  you 
himself.  Well,  Aigline,"  I  added,  sarcastically, 
^  after  all,  ambition  being  the  object,  Lady  Bele- 
trieve will  sound  just  as  well  as  Lady  Chanceley. 
In  either  case,  I  congratulate  your  Lady- 
ship." 

"  Nonsense,'*  she  angrily  answered ;  *'  the  idea 
of  Lord  Beletrieve's  marrying  is  so  very  absurd. 
However^  next  Monday  I  am  to  have  a  concert 
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honoured  by  his  presence.  See  him,  and  judge 
for  yourself/* 

**  Then  why  should  he  interfere  in  your  union 
with  Lord  Chanceley,  Aigline  ?*' 

'^Another  very  simple  question,  yet  to  which 
I  can  give  no  reasonable  answer,  further  than  that 
I  apprehend  his  interference  ;  yet  why  or  where- 
fore, I  cannot  with  all  my  woman's  wit  divine.'* 

**  You  are  fiBmciful,  Aigline.*' 

'*  And  you  provoking,  FreviUe ;  but  judge  from 
the  following  facts.  Three  weeks  have  passed 
since  Lord  Chanceley,  in  all  due  form,  proposed 
for  me ;  and  though,  from  a  knowledge  of  Lord 
Beletrieve*s  influence  over  my  passionless  lover, 
I  have  frequently  attempted  to  introduce  the 
subject,  he  has  always  gracefully  eluded  it.  Tou 
know  I  was  at  tlie  Opera  last  night ;  Lord 
Chanceley  sat  by  my  side,  and  was  quite  elaborate 
in  his  description  of  my  nuptial  jewels,  equipages, 
residences,  &c.,  &c.,  being  pleasing  and  flattering 
subjects  to  which  I  granted  a  willing  ear,  when 
who  should  lounge  into  our  box  but  Lord  Bele- 
trieve,  who,  after  a  moment,  said,  'Chanceley, 
what  is  the  humour  of  this?  I  claim  Miss 
Tennant  as  my  peculiar  care.*  With  an  ob- 
sequious bow,  up  jumped  Chanceley,  making  way 
for  his  Lordship.    Every  glass  seemed  pointed 
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towards  us^  and  the  Prince  absolutely  smiled  and 
shook  his  head  at  Lord  Beletrieve.  Resolved  to 
put  an  end  to  future  interruptions^  I  turned 
round  and  said,  '  My  Lord,  though  the  subject  is 
very -embarrassing,  I  wish  to  acquaint  you  with 
an  event,  which  I  am  confident  you  already  know. 
My  nup — ^  '  Ha !  stop/  he  cried,  laying  his  hand 
on  my  arm ;  then  in  a  tone  of  pseudo  gallantry 
he  continued,  ^  dark  browed  daughter  of  Erin's 
saintly  isle,  why  destroy  a  pleasing  illusion  ?  At 
present  I  consider  you  quite  charming,  would 
you  become  disagreeable  by  the  tedium  of  obliging 
me  to  listen  to  what  you  say  I  already  know. 
Then  if  the  tale  embarrasses,  in  the  name  of  the 
lores  and  graces,  desist,  desist.  At  this  instant 
your  bloom  is  perfect,  another  shade  would 
deepen  it  into  red,  vulgar  red.  Come,  no  trem- 
bling, no  blushing,  no  feeling ;  they  are  all  in  bad 
Uste ;  nay,  are  as  grotesque  as  if  you  took  out 
a  crook  and  I  a  fife :  it  would  be  rather  a  sheepish 
&8hion,  would  it  not,  Aigline  ?  Ill-natured  people 
might  ridicule  us/  I  could  not  resist  laughing,  for 
to  give  effect  to  his  words  he  held  up  his  cane, 
and  whistled  a  pastoral  air.  During  this  time 
Lord  Chanceley  looked  on  quite  delighted  that 
his  Lordship  honoured  me  by  his  notice.  Now, 
Freville,    should  Lord  Beletrieve  choose  to  in- 
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terfere,  what  chance  have  I  with  a  man  who^ 
almost  on  the  eve  of  marriage,  would  resign  his 
place  to  a  rival  P* 

^'  At  all  events^  Aigline,  it  will  not  be  a  heart- 
breaking affair/^     I  said  this  bitterly. 

^'  Ambition  has  its  griefs^  its  despairs,  as  well 
as  love/*  she  answered ;  "  but,  Freville,  romantic 
as  you  are,  once  introduced  into  the  magic  circle, 
I  do  not  doubt  but  that  I  shall  see  you  bow  be- 
fore its  idol.  Nay  more,  if  you  brought  your 
Clara  here,  learn  to  value  her  by  the  number  of 
her  admirers.  Pleasant  state  of  society !  I  won- 
der what  would  Britain's  stalwart  knights  of  the 
olden  times  have  thought,  who  considered  that  the 
honour  of  their  stately  dames  should  be  as  bright 
and  unsullied  as  the  blades  of  the  good  swords  which 
they  would  have  buried  to  the  hilt  in  the  breast 
of  any  who  dared  to  breathe  a  word  against  them, 
could  they  rise  from  their  narrow  beds,  and  wit- 
ness this  most  extraordinary  change  of  manners, 
and  its  still  stranger  results.  But  here  comes 
my  father:  observe,  he  must  not  even  suspect 
the  indecision  of  Lord  Chanceley's  character/' 

On  the  Saturday  previous  to  Aigline*s  concert^ 
I  was  introduced  to  Lord  Beletrieve.  From  the 
accounts  I  had  received,  and  Mr.  Moneymore's 
grotesque  caricature,  I  expected  to  see  an  old 
beau,   dressed  in  foppish  fashion,  and  with    a 
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ffippant,  affected  address.    On  the  contrary,  he 
^^  a  perfect  gentleman,  who,  without  the  formal 
>tateliness  of  the  vieille  cofwr,  possessed  its  digni- 
fied politeness,  carefully  shunning  every  observa- 
tion likely  to  wound  the  feelings  of  his  hearers, 
and  by  the  graceful  urbanity  of  his  manners,  dis- 
g^g  bis  innate,  indomitable  selfishness.     His 
dress  was  peculiar,  but  became  him  well;  nankeen 
tights,  blue  coat,  with  gilt  buttons,  white  Marseilles 
vest.    The  very  slight  curve  in  his  back  was  not 
^becoming,  and  his  lameness,  which  he  struggled 
to  conquer,  scarcely  perceptible.     Bom  to  high 
'■^nk,  large  fortune,  uniting  to  these  the  advan- 
tages of  manly  beauty,  and  talents  far  above  me- 
diocrity, he   might  have  raised  himself  to   the 
highest  place  in  the  senate  of  his  country.     But 
he  had  sacrificed  all  to  the  pursuit  of  idle  plea- 
sures, and  at  the   age   of   sixty  found  himself 
lapidly  gliding  into  the  vale  of  years,  and  unpos- 
sessed of  one  solid  advantage.     His  health  was 
faded,  his  fortune  involved,  his  boasted  Cosmopo- 
lite Club  sinking  into  disrepute.     Younger  and 
less  endowed  men  were  usurping  his  place  in 
society, — a  new  order  of  things  being  established. 
True,  he  was  still  the  leader  of  a  set  who  stu- 
diously copied  his  every  action,  but  he  had  too 
much   intellect  for  his    position — ^t  is  a  great 
curse — ^he  began  to  despise  himself;  this  soured 
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his  temper.  He  became  envious^  jealous,  mi- 
santhropic. There  is  no  misanthropy  so  pro- 
found or  dangerous  as  that  which  emanates  from 
mortified  vanity;  but  these  discontents  had  no 
effect  on  the  outward  man.  He  still  continued 
his  graspings  after  notoriety  and  conquest ;  the 
bland  smile  and  persuasive  manner  were  the 
same ;  the  cold  sneer  and  expressive  shrug  which 
had  cast  scorn  on  many  a  noble  heart,  had  lost 
none  of  their  power.  Reputation,  hope,  virtue, 
still  withered  before  them.  My  hand  trembles 
as  I  acknowledge  that,  captivated  by  the  graces 
of  this  Belial,  and  yielding  to  the  influence 
of  opinion,  in  defiance  of  all  I  had  learned  of 
his  character,  I  became  one  of  his  most  de- 
voted admirers  and  imitators.  Unhappily,  from 
caprice,  he  took. a  fancy  to  me,  showed  me  some 
kindness,  which  did  not  interfere  with  his  own 
views,  and  sought  my  society.  Need  I  add, 
the  effect  which  this  interview  had  on  my  unfixed 
principles. 

Aigline  did  not  spare  her  raillery,  pointing  out 
how  much  wiser  I  had  spoken  for  her  than 
acted  for  myself.  Although  my  greatest  am- 
bition was  to  be  initiated  into  the  Cosmopolite 
Club,  still,  as  I  had  the  good  taste  not  to  copy 
his  Lordship's  dress,  or  personal  defects,  she 
gratified  her  playful  humour  by  making  her  at- 
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tendant,  ESlen,  place  one  of  his  old  perukes  on 
my  table;  and  sometimes,  to  oblige  her,  I  sported 
it  of  ED  evening,  when  we  chanced  to  be  without 
company,  which  seldom  occurred.  Strange  that 
men  can  at  once  despise  and  worship  the  gro- 
tesque and  polluted  idols  of  fashion  ! 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

On  the  evening  of  Aigline's  concert, 
Beletrieve,  by  appointment^  came  early  to 
tise  with  her.  He  had  a  just  taste  for  i 
some  knowledge  of  the  sciences,  and  affe< 
great  deal  more.  Aigline,  who  looked  exqu 
beautiful,  and  resolved  to  win  his  attentioi 
gain  his  sanction  to  her  projected  nuptials^ 
stood  by  her  harp,  said  : 

**  My  Lord,  gratify  me  by  attending  pal 
while  I  explain  a  matter,  to  me  of  the  d 
consequence,  as  connected  with  my  future 
piness.'' 

"  Future  happiness !''  he  retorted,  with  a 
trical  start.  Then  in  a  reproachful  tone,  h 
"  Though  I  confess  the  unpleasing  truth  the 
pasfiy  still  I  am  not  quite  so  gone  as  to  be  app 
father   confessor  to  youth  and  beauty  si 
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yoon.  Besides,  we  Cosmopolites  shun  the  mys- 
terious doctrines  connected  with  the  future.  Dnm 
^Bmm  vivamus,  is  our  motto/^ 

"  Nay,  my  Lord/'  she  gravely  replied,  ^'  I  do 
not  mean  my  happiness  in  another  world,  but  my 
prospects  in  this ;  so  let  me  entreat  of  you  to  be 
Mrioos/* 

"  Serious/'  he  interrupted,  "  why  it  would  de- 
stroy the  present  blissful  illusion.  Serious,  where 
b^Qty,  music,  and  feasting  preside!  forbid  it, 
Comus,  thou  god  of  mirth  and  revelry.  Nay, 
Aigline,  shade  not  your  fiEur  brow  with  that  frown 
of  anger.  Remember,  to  be  serious  is  to  reflect, 
""to  reflect,  to  reason — to  reason,  to  be  sad ;  for 
flection  raises  to  our  view  disappointment,  sor- 
row, old  age,  debility,  death,  and  its  hideous 
^cconpaniments.  Is  there  not  some  quaint  phi- 
losophy which  goes  to  prove  that  all  we  see  most 
charming  in  nature  is  owing  to  some  visual  decep- 
^on?  If^  then,  the  loveliness  of  this  sphere  we 
Wiabitis  but  an  iffnusfatuusy  a  brightness  spring- 
^S  from  corruption,  is  it  not  far  better  to  yield  to 
^c  illusion,  than  by  dispersing  it,  rush  into  the 
■knowledge  of  stem,  uncompromising  truths,  and 
^^  over  which  the  united  powers  of  man  can 
l^^ve  no  control  ?  Credit  me,  Aigline,  all  wisdom 
consists  in  enjoying  the  present;    the  past  we 
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have  lost,  the  future  may  not  be  for  us  ;  we  live 
to-day,  to-morrow  we  may  die.    Then — 

"  Away  with  melancholy. 
Which  doleful  changes  bring." 

He  sung  this  out  in  admirable  style ;  I  could 
not  resist  laughing  at  Aigline's  defeat,  but  tears 
started  into  her  eyes.  On  the  instant,  company 
began  to  arrive ;  she  stepped  forward  to  receive 
them,  when  turning  to  me,  with  his  inimitable 
shrug.  Lord  Beletrieve  remarked  : 

*'  Aigline  would  raise  me  to  the  honour  of  being 
the  friend  of  the  family.  Bah  !  it  is  too  absurd," 
and  taking  a  pinch  of  snuff,  he  advanced  to  one 
of  the  royal  princes,  who,  at  his  request,  honoured 
the  concert  by  his  presence. 

The  concert  went  off  well,  even  amidst  the  first 
singers  of  the  Opera,  engaged  at  a  monstrous 
expense,  the  connoisseurs  gave  Aigline  a  prefer- 
ence. Nor  was  I  without  my  share  of  praise.  At  the 
concert  1  first  saw  Lord  Chanceley,  a  thin,  rather 
low,  knock-kneed  young  man,  with  light  hair  and 
whiskers,  and  a  countenance  tolerably  handsome. 
But  when  Aigline  said  that  all  his  ideas  were 
absorbed  in  the  study  of  the  great  original,  Lord 
Beletrieve,  she  by  no  means  exaggerated ;  and  if 
his  imitation  was  less  grotesque  than  Mr.  Money- 
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more's,  it  wms  because  hia  youth  and  appearance 
were  natorally  graceful. 

The  next  three  moatha  were  passed  in  a  con* 
atant  round  of  gaiety.  The  Tennants  were  classed 
among  the  Hiies,  and  I  was  received  as  Sir  Roger 
Deerfaursfs  grandson  and  heir ;  I  taking  no 
pains  to  contradict  a  belief  so  flattering  to  my 
vanity^  and  which  won  for  me  the  attention  of  the 
"^^hnont  fiuooily.  I  was  his  Lordship's  young 
relatiTe^  of  whom  he  was  so  proud^  that  I  received 
many  hints  that  the  hand  of  either  of  the  three 
Misa  VUmonts  was  at  my  command.  Nay, 
Aigline  said,  that  as  Lord  Vilmont  was  an  influ- 
ential person,  probably  he  had  it  in  contemplation 
to  bring  in  an  Act  to  prove  the  propriety  of  my 
marrying  the  three  sisters.  Certainly,  the  rather 
tight-laced  morality  which  had  influenced  him  to 
refuse  the  smallest  assistance  to  the  orphans  of 
his  predecessor  was  quite  lost  in  respect  for  the 
reputed  heir;  but  the  knowledge  of  his  heartless 
cruelty  to  them  was  never  forgotten  by  me. 

I  sometimes  dined  with  Lord  Beletrieve— no 
small  distinction.  I  was  perfectiy  charmed  with 
his  palace :  it  was  a  very  temple  of  luxury  and 
refinement.  He  had  but  a  few  pictures  and 
statues,  but  they  were  of  the  finest  execution.  I 
remarked  that  all  the  latter  wore  drapery. 
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"  Mr.  DeerhursV  he  replied,  "  I  belong  to  the 
old  school,  and  by  no  means  approve  of  introduo* 
ing  undraped  figures  where  ladies  are  admitted. 
You  smile — mistake  me  not.  I  do  not  allude  to 
what  effect  they  may  have  on  morals — morals  do 
not  belong  to  my  function, — the  refinement  of 
passion  does.  A  woman  should  be  as  delicate  at 
the  sensitive  plant,  shrinking  from  all  that  is 
bold  or  coarse.  When  she  loses  this  delicacy,  her 
greatest  charm  is  gone.  You  seem  astonished  at 
what  I  say,  but  remember,  that  what  we  lose  in 
ourselves  we  exact  from  others.  However,  except 
when  I  meet  with  a  rara  avis,  like  Aigline  Ten* 
nant,  I  generally  shun  an  introduction  to  your 
young  misses.  Their  insipidity  and  self-satisfac- 
tion offer  nothing  attractive  to  my  taste ;  which 
though  founded  on  epicurean  |>hilosophy,  never- 
theless can  be  satisfied  with  nothing  short  of 
intellect.'* 

Lord  Chanceley  went  to  his  seat  in  Devonshire 
to  make  splendid  preparations  for  his  nuptials, 
which  were  to  take  place  on  his  return ;  still  he 
fixed  no  period  for  either.  About  this  time,  there 
was  an  on  dit  circulated,  relative  to  Iiord  Bele- 
trieve,  which  excited  a  sensation.  A  pretty  Flo- 
rentine of  rank,  imbibing  some  taste  for  the  stage, 
eloped  from   her  friends,  and  appeared  at  the 
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Italian  Opera,  in  London.  Her  dibui  was  crowded 

to  excess,  but  she  proved  a  failure.    She  had  a 

sweet  voice,  but  no  compass ;  a  lovely  form,  but 
no  dignity  or  dramatic  powers.  The  poor  Italian 
was  in  despair.  In  this  extremity,  numerous 
sdnurers  arose  to  offer  her  protection.  Strange  to 
sqr,  she  gave  Lord  Beletrieve  the  preference,  and 
loved  him  in  411  sincerity.  Fifteen  months  she 
dwelt  beneath  his  roof,  when  she  was  seized  with 
fever.  He  then,  in  defiance  of  the  attendant 
phyiician,  had  her  removed. 

^'My  Lord,^  exclaimed  the  doctor,  ^*  if  removed 
in  this  state,  I  cannot  answer  for  her  life.  In 
^ch  a  house  as  this,  there  is  no  fear  of  in- 
fection." 

^'Bah!''  answered  his  Lordship;  "I  never 
^l^night  of  infection.  But  if  the  signora  die  here, 
I  shall  fimcy  it  a  charnel-house." 

Well,  she  was  removed— died ;  and  next  day, 
speaking  on  the  subject,  he  remarked  : 

**0n  the  whole,  I  congratulate  myself.  Poor 
^^Qche  (so  she  was  called),  was  so  determined, 
'i'^e  the  poet's  Melancholy,  in  *  marking  me  for  her 
^^'  that  I  should  have  found  a  di£Bculty  in 
''^^g  her  off,  and  I  b^an  to  tire  of  her.  In 
^i  she  was  embarrassing  me — death  has  settled 
*«  business  satisfactorily." 

Aiglme  was  quite  indignant  when  this  circum- 
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Stance  reached  her;  and  with  good  feeling 
regretted  my  intimacy  with  his  Lordship.  I 
retorted^  and  she  then  replied  sadly : 

^'Freville,  we  are  both  rushing  swiftly  into 
ruin.  One  difference^  however,  exists  between 
us ;  though  I  have  not  courage  to  retreat,  I  see 
and  feel  my  danger ;  whereas^  you  are  self- 
deceived,— it  may  be,  wilfully  so.*' 

'^Nay,  Aigline,  you  are  severe,  and  the  most 
prejudiced  person  I  ever  met.*' 

"  I  believe  you  are  right,*'  she  answered ;  "  but 
I  dislike  him  so  utterly,  that  sometimes  as  he 
hangs  over  me,  with  his  fixed  smile,  I  feel  a 
perfect  revulsion  of  my  blood,  and  then  I  have  a 
presentiment  that  he  is  the  ruler  of  my  destiny. 
And  oh !  surely  if  he  is,  it  must  be  evil,  for  no 
good  could  spring  from  him,  the  mocker  of  all  that 
is  sacred.  Wonder  not  then  at  my  great  regret  at 
seeing  you  so  completely  under  his  influence: 
even  my  father,  in  general  so  little  observant^  was 
startled  yesterday  at  the  freedom  of  some  of  your 
opinions.  Oh !  Freville,  wild  and  thoughtless  as 
I  am,  from  the  inmost  recesses  of  my  soul  I  rever- 
ence virtue.  My  marriage  with  Lord  Chanoeley  is 
the  charm  which  shall  dissolve  my  present  enchant- 
ment, and  then  you  shall  see  me  act  up  to  my  amiap 
ble  mother's  precepts.  Alas  1  that  I  ever  deviated 
from  them  !   One  great  difference,  Frevillej  exists 
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between  you  and  me, — you  are  rushing  blindly 
forward  on  your  career ;  whereas,  I  see  and  tremble 
at  my  danger,  and  still,  as  if  bound  by  some 
talismanic  power,  have  not  strength  to  escape. 
Fierille,  it  was  my  folly  which  first  in|troduced 
yoa  to  Lord  Beletrieve,  and  should  you  suffer  in 
ifiorals  or  happiness,  I  never  can  forgive  my- 
self" 

^Is   my    happiness    then    so    dear   to    you, 
^Une  ?"  I  repeated  with  emotion. 

*^P^ba!  this  is  nonsense,"  she  answered,  as 
^e  rushed  from  the  apartment. 

The  following  week  we  went  to  the  theatre ; 

"'^.Tennant  accompanied  us  every  instant ; — in  an 

^der  voice,  for  she  did  not  wish  her  father  to 

^f)w  her   dislike   to  Lord  Beletrieve — Aigline 

^tigratulated  herself  on  his  Lordship's  absence. 

^^  certainly  looked   exquisitely  beautiful  and 

^^py.  More  than  once  she  whispered,  '*  Methinks, 

'^^eville,  that  even  the  bxc  of  this  heated  theatre 

^^^H^ears  as  fresh  as  early  spring,  when  it  is  not 

^^^dfaifted  with  the  Beletrieve  presence.^' 

"  And  with  so  strong  a  prejudice,''  I  answered, 
^^  why  did  you  ever  admit  his  acquaintance,  and 
'Why  do  you  not  now  decline  it?   Really,  Aigline, 
^^his  inconsistency  looks  Uke  affectation." 

^  Why  did  I  ever  admit  his  acquaintance  1   to 
that  question,  I  positively  cannot  give  any  satis- 


couiti  nor  aiterwarcis  sJiake  liim 
attempt  lie  made,  the  old  man  st 
to  him.  Now  1  am  just  in  the  sa 
in  my  ignorance  or  vanity  I  let 
assume  a  command  over  me,  ai 
cast  it  off^  though  I  pledge  you 
made  several  attempts;  nay,  m 
covered  my  sentiments,  and  th 
conquering  my  dislike  teaches  hi 
with  a  pertinacity  truly  alarming. 

'^  Ate  you  afraid  he  will  Strang! 
I  demanded,  smiling. 

"  Figuratively !  if  I   do  not 
strangle  my  character  and  crush  i 

On  our  return  from  the  theatre 
Lford  Chanceley  had  called  at  i 
left  word,  for  MissTennant,  that 
arrived,  but  that  being  impatient  t 
waived  all  ceremony.  We  regretl 
absent,  but  Aigline  was  much  plea 
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bat  when  the  heart  is  deeply  interested  on  any 
Mibject,  it  is  apt  to  get  suspicious  and  doubtful/' 
Again  on  the  following  morning  Lord  Chanceley 
ailed.  Aigline^  who  was  at  her  toilet^  for  it  was 
before  cor  Tery  late  breakfast,  sent  to  request  he 
would  wait,  as   she  would  be    down  in    a  few 


**Tell  her/'  he  replied,  "that  what  makes  me 
Qp  80  early,  is,  that  I  received  a  note  from  Lord 
Beletrieve,  requesting  me  to  breakfast  with  him ; 
bowever,  I  shall  again  call  in  the  course  of  the 
<hy,  as  I  am  all  impatience  to  see  her." 

Concluding  Lord  Chanceley  would  not  wish  for 

Uiterruption  during  his  visit,  I  took  one  of  Mr. 

Tennant's  horses  and  rode  oflf  to  Hampton  Court, 

^  execute  a  commission  for  him  with  a  friend. 

It  was  a  beautiful  afternoon,  and  I  was  easily 

prerailed  upon  to  spend  the  day,  so  I  did  not 

^tum  to  London  until  a  late  hour,  near  midnight. 

I  inquired  for  Miss  Tennant ;  understanding  she 

^  retired  to  rest,  I  was  following  her  example, 

^ben    Mr.   Tennant,   looking    fearfully   ill    and 

^dted,  came  out  of  the  drawing-room  and  re- 

foested  that  I  would  remain,  as  he  had  much  to 

tty ;  I  readily  consented.     Closing  the  door  he 

etdaimed: 

^  Freville,  here  is  a  most  unfortunate  business. 
Aigline   in   expectation  of  Lord  Chanceley  not 
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only  remained  at  home  all  day,  but  wrote  a  note 
expressive  of  her  joy  at  his  return,  and  regre 
that  she  had  missed  seeing  him  when  he  was  s( 
obliging  as  to  call,  and  requested  the  pleasure  o 
his  company  to  dinner.  To  prevent  the  possibilit 
of  any  mistake  relative  to  his  receiving  it,  I  drov 
myself  to  the  hotel,  saw  his  servant,  who  assured  m 
that  when  his  Lordship  was  going  out  he  had  said 
*  I  mean  to  dine  with  the  Tennants,  probably  wi 
shall  go  to  the  Opera,  so  be  in  readiness/  All  tbi 
was  what  might  be  expected,  so  I  returned  t 
acquaint  Aigline  and  give  orders;  then  not  t 
interrupt  her  expected  t^te-^L-tdtey  drove  out. 

^^  On  returning  to  dinner  I  found  Lord  Chancele 
had  not  called.  Poor  Aigline  was  trembling  wit 
disappointment  and  excitement, — I  much  fear  sfa 
is  attached  to  him ; — well,  we  waited  dinner  unt 
past  ten,  then  dismissed  it  untouched;  anothc 
half  hour  elapsed,  and  I  was  going  to  call  t 
inquire  if  he  had  received  Aigline's  note,  when 
waiter  from  the  hotel  arrived  with  one  to  me  firoi 
his  Lordship,  in  which  he  commenced  with  a 
elaborate  apology  for  not  having  sent  an  earlii 
answer  to  my  invitation  for  dinner;  regretted  Ii 
could  not  accept  it,  but,  all  things  considered,  1 
thought  it  in  better  taste  not  to  do  Ko,  as  he  foun 
his  unde  refused  to  grant  his  consent  to  h: 
union  with  Miss  Tennant.    He  would  not  wonn 
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myfeeKngs  by  repeating  his  uncle's  unanswerable 
objectionB ;  he  considered  doing  so  would  be  in  bad 
tute;  and  he  added,  that  ere  I  received  his  note 
be  should  be  on  his  way  to  the  continent,  where 
be  would  continue  for  a  year  or  two,  or  until 
IGssTennant  was  married,  since  after  the  pubUcity 
of  bis  admiration,  though  happily  it  did  not  com- 
promise his  honour, — as  he  never  could  form 
an  engagement  without  his  uncle's  consent, — he 
thought  it,  would  be  in  bad  taste  to  meet  her, 
^ich  must  be  the  case  if  he  continued  in  London. 
Be  concluded  his  heartless,  insolent  rejection 
rf  my  daughter,  by  requesting  that  I  would  present 
bis  best  regards  and  compliments  to  her.  So 
DQQcb,  Freville,  for  the  bad  taste  of  this  con- 
temptible sprig  of  nobility !'' 

I  was  at  a  loss  for  an  answer  to  soothe  Mr. 
Tennant,  who  positively  looked  half  distracted,  so 
I  muttered  something  about  Aigline  having  had  a 
good  escape  from  such  a  fop,  and  then  with  a 
bappy  contradiction  said,  perhaps,  after  a  time, 
bis  unde  may  consent. 

*^  P^ha !''  he  answered  indignantly,  '*  the  uncle 
is  a  mere  subterfuge  to  soften  down  his  unmanly 
desertion  of  a  girl  he  so  ardently  sought ;  the  only 
unde  he  has  is  a  step-uncle  on  his  mother's  side, 
who  has  no  authority  or  influence  over  him ;  and 
the  only  part  of  his  letter  that  is  true  is  that 
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respecting  his  departure.  He  left  London  in  m 
chariot  and  four  before  one  this  day,  and  ordered- 
his  note  to  me  not  to  be  delivered  till  past  ten- 
in  the  afternoon.'* 

"  Fool !"  he  exclaimed,  after  a  pause,  *^  did  he 
think  it  necessary  to  fly  from  my  beautiful  daugh- 
ter who,  in  all  but  the  vain  and  artificial  insti-- 
tutes  of  society,  is  far  his  superior.  Heaven,  how 
I  lessened  her  and  myself  when  I  sacrificed  the 
truly  respectable  in  pursuit  of  the  fidse  glare  of 
fashion !  But  I  am  severely  punished.''  He  sighed 
deeply  and  then  continued,  '^  The  step  I  wished  to 
take  was  to  clmllenge  Lord  Chanceley,  but  Aigline 
suffered  torture  from  the  very  idea ;  first,  she  says, 
waiving  to  her  the  dearest  of  all  considerations 
— my  safety,  it  would  only  give  publicity  to  her 
mortification ;  and  next,  if  Lord  Chanceley  wished 
to  shirk  out  of  the  duel,  a  very  probable  sug- 
gestion, for  most  villains  are  cowards,  he  could 
do  so  on  the  pretence  that  a  patrician  would  he- 
disgraced  by  a  meeting  with  a  shipwright.'*  A  laugh. 
of  scorn  almost  amounting  to  a  convulsion,  dis* 
torted  Tennant's  countenance  as  he  spoke  these 
words,  and  he  continued  for  some  time  struggling- 
to  regain  composure. 

I  then  took  an  opportunity  of  pressing  on  him 
the  justice  of  AigUne's  remarks,  and  the  folly  of 
thinking  of  pursuing  Lord  Chanceley  to  the  con-^ 
tinent  with  a  challenge.    I  argued  that  the  best; 
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plan  would  be  to  appear  as  much  as  possible  in  pub- 

^  observing  that  in  a  week  or  two  the  London 

reason  would  be  at  its  height,  and  that  although 

Aigline's  engagement  had  been  much  spoken  of, 

*till  in  Lord   Chanceley^s  absence  the  subject 

Would  be  soon  forgotten,  for  with  her  youth, 

beauty,  and  accomplishments^  she  might  expect 

to  make  even  a  superior  match.     He  thanked  me 

for  my  advice,  which  seemed  to  soothe  his  wounded 

pride.  We  continued  up  conyersing  till  a  late  hour. 

He  then  retired  to  rest  looking  very  sad  but  more 

tnoqoiL    I  must  have  been  callous  to  all  good 

feelbg  if  I  had  not  sympathized  in  the  Tennants' 

(Appointment,  and  I  watched  impatiently  for  an 

interview  with  Aigline. 


F  2 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

The  following  morning  I  entered  tb 
parlour  earlier  than  usual.  Mr.Tennan 
out,  and  Aigline^  I  understood^  had  ord 
in  the  music  room ;  there  I  followed,  a 
gently  at  the  door  playfully  demand 
I  come  in  ?" 

"  Oh  !  certainly,  Freville/*  she  answ< 
ing  it. 

I  observed  she  was  much  flushed,  an 
eyes  actually  sparkled  like  brilliants. 

*^Sit  down,"  she  said,  pointing  tc 
'^  till  we  talk  over  my  rejection :  p 
though  I  foresaw  its  probability,  and 
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She  answered  passionately^  "  Really,  Freville, 
jou  provoke  me.  So  many  months  in  London, 
^tering  into  its  dissipation,  and  still  remaining 
in  your  pastoral  style  ?  Never  was  there  so  incon- 
gruous a  being :  why  you  might  as  well  expect  to 
^  flowers  spring  up  in  the  middle  of  Bond 
Street,  as  love  among  the  Beletrieve  set.  If  such 
^  ium  naturm  occurred,  both  flowers  and  love 
^ould  be  instantly  crushed/' 

'*  Then,  Aigline^  if  you  were  ever  so  angry,  I 
<^not  feel  as  deeply  for  the  wounds  of  mortified 
^^oity  as  I  would  for  those  of  true  affection ;  and 
much  as  I  despise  Iiord  Chanceley,  I  do  not  half 
^  much  condemn  his  desertion/' 

''Admirable  speech,  Freville!  Tour  wisdom  has 
l^t  one  fault — you  do  not  exercise  it  in  your  own 
^  but  let  us  not  quarrel  on  the  subject.  I  be- 
^t  I  am  in  a  bad  humour^  so  excuse  me. 
^  to  blaming  Lord  Chanceley,  who  ever  thought 
^f  that  but  my  father  ?  Not  I,  surely;  I  never  was 
<)^yed.  Did  I  not,  from  the  beginning,  assure 
you  that  his  attachment  to  me  merely  originated 
in  the  admiration  I  elicited  from  others,  and  that 
my  fate  was  in  Lord  Beletrieve's  hands?  You 
thought  me  fenciful,  but  the  result  has  proved  my 
discernment/' 

**Is   it  possible,''  1   demanded,  "that  Lord 
Beletrievc  has  interfered  ?" 
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"Unquestionably/*  she  answered,  "and -only 
that  it  might  encroach  too  much  on  your  time,  I 
would  explain  the  diplomatic  manner  in  which  his 
Lordship  persuaded,  or  rather  tempted  my  worthy 
lover,  Lord  Chanceley,  to  desert  me/' 

**  Aigline,  interested  as  I  am  in  all  that  concerns 
you,  how  can  you  speak  of  my  time  ;  it  is  never 
better  engaged  than  when  attending  to  matters 
which  affect  your  welfare/' 

*'  It  is  kindly  said,  Freville,  more  particularly 
as  I  have  been  somewhat  petulant ;  but  this  disap- 
pointment to  my  hopes  grieves  me  to  the  soul.  If 
it  was  a  vain  ambition  to  look  forward  with  plea- 
sure to  be  a  Countess,  I  admit  the  impeachment; 
yet  that  is  not  my  deepest  regret ;  but  the  en- 
chantment Lord  Beletrieve  has  cast  around  me 
cannot  now  be  broken.  I  both  dislike  and  fear 
that  man,  and  as  much  as  you  are  pleased  with 
him,  you  will  admit  I  have  reason,  when  I  explain 
how  he  broke  off  my  match.  In  the  first  place, 
Freville,  you  must  remember  what  I  have  before 
mentioned,  that  my  attendant,  Ellen,  is  sister  to 
Pat  Mulcahy,  who  by  his  cajoling  Irish  flattery, 
ready  wit,  and  obliging  temper,  has  become  such 
a  favourite  with  Lord  Beletrieve  that  he  attends 
him  at  breakfast  and  lunch ;  in  short,  though  not 
his  valet,  he  is  always  about  his  person.  It 
appears  that  although  Lord  Beletrieve  never  spoke 


THB    DEBRHUR8TS.  103 

of  my  engagement  with  Lord  Chancelev,  and  in 
ii  happy  manner  always  eluded   the  subject, 
^m  the  commencement  he  watched  its  progress, 
^d  trhen  it  was  mentioned  at  the  club  or  else- 
^hettj  gave  his  inimitable  shrug  or  odious  sneer, — 
^e  first  expressive  of  doubt,  the  latter  of  scorn. 
Tfcoagh  aware  of  his  power,  and  from    some 
^^tiye— to  me  at  least  impenetrable— resolved 
^at  I  should  not  be  married  to  Iiord  Chanceley, 
^<  took  no  steps  to  prevent  our  union,  but  must 
^ave  been  on  the  watch ;  for  last  night,  while  we 
^ere  at  the  theatre,  Iiord  Chanceley  arrived  from 
^l)eTon,  and,  as  you  already  know,  called  here 
instantly.    This  was  reported  to  Lord  Beletrieve, 
yrho  wrote  him  an  invitation  to  an  early  breakfast 
on  the  following  morning.    The  note  was  sent  by 
Pit,  who  first  posted  off  to  acquaint  Ellen,  and 
who  met  Lord  Chanceley  just  returning  from  this 
house,  and  heard  him  mutter,  ^Rather  unfortunate, 
I  hoped  to  spend  the  morning  with  Aigline* — 
however,  he  accepted  the  invitation.     Still  every- 
thing proves  that  he  had  returned  from  Devon 
fall  of  our  union,  and  apparently  more  impatiently 
in  love  than  ever;  but  the  heart  of  a  fool  is  as 
empty  as  bis  head.    So  much  for  my  preface, 
Prcrille:   let  us    now   enter   Lord  Beletrieve's 
boudoir,  in  which  he  seldom  receives  male  visi- 
tors, and  I  may  say,  en  passant^  that  it  is  consi- 
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dered  to  be  one  of  the  most  unique  and  laxu 
riously  fitted  up  apartments  in  London.  Wrappes 
in  a  Polish  pelisse  of  puce  coloured  satin,  a 
furred  with  sables, — for  in  spite  of  the  heat  of  th 
weather  the  morning  air  blew  too  fresh  for  hi 
exhausted  frame, — Lord  Beletrieve  reclined  on 
splendid  couch,  his  gouty  foot  supported  on  ai 
embroidered  cushion,  near  to  which,  on  anothei 
but  of  larger  dimensions,  rested  his  two  pet  Bleu 
heims,  Sappho  and  Anacreon,  their  eyes  fixed  o 
his  Lordship^s  face,  and  their  long  ears  cocked  t 
watch  his  pleasure.  Near  to  him  stood  a  table  c 
ebony  and  silver,  with  its  rich  appointments  c 
S^vre  china  and  gold  plate ;  and  a  few  step 
beyond,  on  his  left  knee,  knelt  Pat,  while  on  hi 
right  he  supported  a  massive  tray  covered  wit 
the  more  substantial  viands  to  woo  his  Lordship- 
sickly  appetite,  which,  like  the  lean  kine  of  Phi 
raoh's  dream,  shrank  and  withered  almost  t 
loathing  amid  the  ofiered  abundance.  At  tl 
other  side  of  the  couch  was  placed  a  large  tabi 
covered  with  papers,  pamphlets,  and  periodicals 
over  this  the  full  light  was  admitted  to  fall,  f( 
observe,  in  the  rest  of  the  apartment  it  wi 
allayed  by  the  rose-coloured  curtains  so  as  to  su 
his  Lordship's  faded  complexion.  At  this  tab] 
sat  a  youth  of  an  interesting  appearance,  wboc 
occupation  was  to  read  out  paragraphs  from  th 
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Papers  or  books.    One  more  object  is  worthy  of 
observation,  a  fine   Newfoundland    dog   of  the 
*^rpit  size,  called  Rochester,  kept  guard  at  the 
door,  and  never  admitted  any  person  to  enter 
^thout  his  master's  command,  and  in  his  ab- 
sence was  so  ferocious  that  Blue  Beard's  wife,  with 
^U  her  curiosity,  would  not  have  dared  to  approach. 
A^  the  hour   appointed  for   Lord   Chanceley's 
^^oming  was  much  earlier  than  Lord  Beletrieve's 
'^ciaual  one  for  rising,  Pat  observed  the  compressing 
of  his  brow,  and  the  peevish  pish,  as  he  turned  over 
'^ith  his  fork  the  delicacies  he  could  not  enjoy — 
niore  violent    symptoms  of  anger   he  was  too 
^fined   to   dbplay.      At  that    instant    a    deep 
growl  from   Rochester   announced    approaching 
steps. 

" '  Is  that  Chanceley  ?'  his  Lordship  called  out 
languidly.  An  affirmative  was  given.  ^Here, 
Rochester,  let  him  in.*  The  dog  obeyed,  and 
^rd  Chanceley  entered,  but  started  as  Rochester 
«tood  before  him. 

***No  fear,  Chanceley,*  exclaimed  Lord  Bele- 
tteve,'*you  are  an  expected  guest;  but  I  have 
'^h  a  perfect  horror  of  intrusion,  that  I  take  every 
^^ns  to  guard  against  it. 

**  *Do  you  know,  Chanceley,*  said  his  Lordship, 
**  he  observed  the  keen  appetite  with  which  he 
°i>cu88cd  the  delicacies,  *  I  almost  envy  you  having 
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sojourn  in  the  country  might  be  uscfu 
life  wc  CosniopoUtes  lead  is  not  hcc 
require  renovation.' 

"  Chanceley  stxjpped  eating  to  repl 
Beletrieve  continued  : 

*^ '  I  understand  that  you  have  { 
lodge  on  the  south  coast  of  Devonsh 
you  have  lately  fitted  it  up  in  goodtai 
taste,  gentlemanly  taste^  though  some 
would  have  disputed  the  point.  But 
the  lodge,  could  you  let  me  have  it  fc 
two — your  own  terms — or  if  you  did 
me  an  incumbrance^  and  had  no  ot 
that  my  going  might  interfere  wit 
gladly  accompany  you  there  as  a  v 
tainly  it  would  be  against  my  usual  1 
general  I  hate  to  be  a  visitor, — hom< 
for  me ;  but,  Chanceley,  when  you  arc 
there  is  no  sacrifice,  for  you  are  an 
low,  and  a  most  agpreeable  companior 
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pooled  out  a  torrent  of  gratitude  for  the  compli- 
'nent,  adding,  'how  honoured  he  would  feel  by  his 

company/ 

'''Then  am  I  to  consider  the  thing  settled? 

liow  aeon  shall  we  set  off  for  Devonshire  ?*  in- 

qxiired  Lord  Beletrieve/ 

'''Oh !  really,  my  Lord,  I  am  greatly  honoured 

^y  your  intention  of  coming  to  me,  and  your 

**igh  opinion  of  my  merits,  which,  when  once 
^nown,  will  at  once  bring  me  into  distinction,  still 
I  Tenture  to  solicit  you  would  carry  your  kind- 
ness still  further,  and  have  me  balloted  for  at 
Ae  Cosmopolite  Club — one  word  from  your  Lord- 
sUp,  and  I  should  be  admitted/ 

"  *  Of  course  you  would,'  haughtily  retorted 
^rd  Beletrieve, '  but  this  is  an  after  considera- 
tion ;  what  has  it  to  do  with  my  going  to  Devon- 
•hire?' 

'*  'Oh !  true,  my  Lord,  but  I  am  so  confused,  so 
Ottered.  Aigline — you  admire  her  so  much,  you 
^ould  perhaps  rather  consider  her  an  acquisition, 
"^*iot,  I  can  postpone  my  marriage  until  after  you 
'^tttm.  No  girl  of  common  delicacy  could  press 
*  Baan  to  hurry  his  union/ 

"With  well  acted  surprise  Lord  Beletrieve 
'^plied :  *  Positively,  Chanceley,  you  rave ;  have 
you  got  a  fever,  or  was  your  chas$e  de  cafi  too 
'^g?     For  myself,  I   never  take  one  in  the 
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morning.  I  asked  your  leave  to  go  to  Deyonshire 
either  as  your  tenant  or  visitor,  and  you  burst 
forth  into  a  wild  rhodomontade  about  admiration, 
marriage,  and  Lord  knows  what.' 

^^  ^  Oh  !  my  Lord,  it  is  quite  true ;  but  I  am  so 
confused,  so  miserable  till  I  obtain  your  full  ap- 
probation of  my  taste.  Of  course  had  I  not 
been  certain  of  it,  I  would  not  have  gone  so 
far ;  if  you  recollect,  I  have  frequently  told  you 
that  I  had  something  of  the  utmost  consequence 
to  consult  you  about,  but  you  always  shunned  the 
explanation,  and  our  relationship  is  so  distant,  I 
had  no  right  to  press  my  affairs  on  your  notice.' 

"  *  Connexion,  Lord  Chanceley,  if  you  please,' 
replied  Lord  Beletrieve,  with  a  sneer ;  *  but  in 
regard  to  inattention,  of  which  you  seem  to 
complain,  forgive  me  if  I  say  that  it  must  have 
proceeded  from  want  of  tact  on  your  side.  It 
may  be  that  you  addressed  me  while  I  was  dis- 
cussing my  wine,  or  engaged  at  whist,  or  ^cart^ 
or  flirting  with  a  pretty  girl,  or  soothing  the 
wounded  feelings  of  one  unreasonable  enough 
to  reproach  me  for  a  change  of  sentiment 
towards  her  —  the  mere  result  of  my  consti- 
tutional inconstancy.  But  now  I  am  at  leisure 
to  act  as  confidant:  you  will  not,  however,  be 
prolix — the  hour  for  my  bath  is  approaching.' 

^'  After  much  stammering,  blushing,  nay,  trem- 
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bling,  Lord  Chanceley  said :  '  You  must  have 
observed  my  attention  to  Miss  Tennant,  and,  if 
70U  have  not  already  learned  it  from  report,  I 
^sh  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  proposed  for 
1^}  am  accepted,  and  that  I  hope  we  shall  soon 
be  united ;  and,  if  your  Lordship  would  acc6tn- 
P&ny  Qs  to  Devonshire,  just  fitted  up  for  her 
i^ption,  she  and  I  would  do  all  in  our  power  to 
•mose  you/ 

"Without  noticing  the  latter  part  of  the  speech, 
*«uming  a  look  of  wonder.  Lord  Beletrieve  ex- 
claimed : 

***  Chanceley,  can  you  be  serious^?   Propose  for 

^line  Tennant,  the  shipbuilder's  daughter !' 

"Almost  electrified.  Lord  Chanceley  cried  out: 

"'My  Lord,  it  was  yourself  first  introduced  her 

^  me  '.—-extolling  her  so  highly,  that  I  concluded 

you  were  the  intimate  firiend  of  her  family.' 

"'Friend!'  emphatically  repeated  Lord  Bele- 
^'icve,  with  his  shrug,  and  look  of  ineffable 
•corn. 

**With  more  energy  than  he  seemed  capable  of, 
*^rt  Chanceley  continued : 

^^'Yes,  friend;  and  permit  me  to  say,  that  it 
^  your  notice,  and  the  Prince's  admiration, 
^hich  first  attracted  me  to  Miss  Tennant :  you 
>>oth  said  that  she  was  beautiful,  and  a  first-rate 
'Jiusician.    Then  half  the  young  men  in  London 
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spoke  in  raptures  oi"  her,  toasted  her,  danced  wit — 
her ;  so  I  thought  if  I  could  obtain  her  in  mai^* 
riage^  I  should  gain  a  prize,  and  that  you,  017' 
Lord,  would  approve  of  my  taste,  and  the  Princ^^ 
perhaps  notice  her,  and  say  that  Lady  Cbanoele^^ 
was  one  of  the  most  beautiful  women  in  England  — 
nay,  in  spite  of  her  youth,  he  might  fall  ir"^ 
love  with  her.  What  other  motives  could  faav^9 
led  to  my  proposal  ?  I  am  no  judge  of  beaat]p0 
— almost  dislike  music,  and  was  a  little  afraid  o^M 
Miss  Tennant's  ready  wit ;  and  as  to  money,  I  dc:^ 
not  require  it,'  he  paused,  for  want  of  breath. 

"  *  Be  calm-pnot  so  vehement,'  said  Lord  Bele — ■ 
trieve,  playfully,  ^  all  this  heat  of  temper,  mor^ 
particularly  when  no  one  disputes  your  opinion^ 
is  in  bad  taste ;  and,  if  known,  would  for  ever* 
exclude  you  from  the  Cosmopolite  Club.     Now^ 
hear  my   opinion :    Aigline  Tennant  is   youngs 
beautiful,    accomplished;    as    to    her    position^ 
her  father  was  lately  a  shipbuilder  in  the  citjr 
of  Cork,  in  Ireland;    as   to  her  wealth,  he  im 
squandering  it  in  every  direction,  for  the  delecta- 
ble purpose  of  forcing  himself  and  his  daughter 
into  a  society  to  which  they  are  not  entitled,  and 
which  is  likely  to  prove  as  unfortunate,  as  it 
is  expensive.' 

**  *  Then,  as  she  possesses  so  many  advantages, 
and  as  her  union  with  me  will  give  her  station, 
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Poriupiy  after  all,  I  was  fortunate  in  my  choice/ 

^^Lord  Chanoeley,.  timidly. 

'^  Lord  Beletriere  raised  himself  on  the  couch, 
^^  fixing  his  eyes  on  Lord  Chanceley,  in  a  proud, 
^^^leaiared  tone,  said : 

^^  Did /ever  many? — ^Did  I,  because  I  saw 
^^lany  a  giil  of  inferior  rank,  young,  beautiful, 
*^ilui  accomplished,  think  it  necessary  to  raise 
^lifin  to  my  position  ?  Can  you  suppose  such  a 
^^ling  possible  ?  Bah  P  and  his  Lordship  took  a 
^^mg  pinch  of  snuff. 

^  *  I  was  not  aware,'  said  Lord  Chanceley,  with 
^  figh,  ^  that  you  had  any  objection  to.  marriage ; 
^n  the  contrary,  I  have  heard  you  speak  on  the 
Subject  as  if  you  considered  it  as  a  respectable 
^titution/ 

^* '  And  so  I  do— for  my  friends,"  said  Lord 
Beletrieve,  with  his  sickly  smile.  ^  Let  those 
who  will,  enter  into  the  indissoluble  bonds  of  ma- 
trimony ;  for  me,  my  philosophy  refuies  on  plea- 
sure, and,  consequently,  though  no  versifier  of 
words,  or  publisher  of  rhymes,  I  am  fanciful  and 
fiassical  enough  to  know  that  the  blaze  of  Hymen's 
tordi  shines  so  brightly,  that  the  illusions  of  the 
imagination  disperse  before  it,— then  vanish  the 
Graces,  Love  flutters  awhile,  and  flies  off.  To 
supply  their  place,  enter  household  economy  and 
pnidence,  and,  toorown,  or  rather  to  destroy  all 

VOL.  I.  F  4 


112  THE   DBBBaURSYS. 

satiety  supervenes.    Bah !'  and  he  took 
pinch  of  snuff.  *  Now,  Chanceley,  the  que 
whether  it  is  better  for  a  man  to  be  respec 
happy/ 

"  *  The  Prince  is  married !'  exclaime 
Chanceley,  with  emotion ;  ^  and,  indepei 
royalty,  he  is  allowed  to  be  the  fines 
fashionable  man  in  England/ 

"  *  The  Prince  is  married  !*  reiterated  L 
letrieve,  in  a  slow,  monotonous  tone,  ' : 
illustration  of  the  advantages  of  marriage.  < 
ley,  your  hits  are  so  piquant,  that  I  mu8 
duce  you  to  the  Club,  as  a  beUesprit ;  yet,  | 
it  were  as  well  not;  people  might  li 
Lord  Chanceley  looking  to  royalty  as  his 
star  !  Psha  I  but  vanity  makes  fools  of  us 

"  *  Good  Heaven  !'  exclaimed  Lord  Ch 
in  a  tone  of  unaffected  distress,  '  what 
do  ?     Oh !  that  I  had  known  your  sen^ 
even  a  month  since  i     I  have  ordered  tfa 
pages,  jewellery ;  fitted  up  my  residences- 

"  '  All,'  interrupted  Lord  Beletrieve, 
forced  laugh,  ^  for  the  shipwright's  daughl 
the  bye,  Chanceley,  will  you  call  the  nr 
papa,  or  father  ?— I  think  the  former  sour 
sheepish  and  affected.' 

'^  ^  Lord  Beletrieve,  do  not  with  you 
drive  me  out  of  my  reason !'  cried  Lprd  Ch 
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'1  iroold  rather  have  all  London  bold  me  in  con- 
topt  than  your  Lordship/ 

^A  complacent  smile  passed  over  the  features 
of  the  great  prototype  of  fashion  at  the  sincere 
devotion  of  his  votary;  his  self-love  was  so 
gratified,  that  it  soothed  his  caustic  humour,  and 
^t  resolved  to  carry  his  point  in  a  gentler 
numner. 

"'Chanceley,  how  fer  have  you  gone  in  this 
business  ?  And  do  you  really  love  the  girl,  Aigline 
Tcnnant  ?'  he  inquired. 

*''A11  was  settled  for  our  union  before  I  went 
to  Devonshire ;  but  I  did  not  fix  the  day :  first, 
I  was  in  no  hurry,  for  my  bays  were  not  broken 
^  properly,  and  I  had  lent  some  of  the  diamonds 
to  my  dowager  aunt,  who  was  in  Rome ;  then 
there  was  a  delay  caused  by  their  re-setting ;  in 
^Tt,  I  wished  to  introduce  my  bride  with  Sclat, 
vA  consequently  was  resolved  not  to  celebrate 
^  nuptials  till  all  was  prepared.  As  to  loving 
^isa  Tennant,  I  really  think  I  do ;  indeed,  I  am 
)uite  sure  I  do,'  and  as  he  made  the  assurance 
be  looked,  if  possible,  more  vacant  and  unmean* 
H  than  ever. 

**Lord  Beletrieve  smiled,  and  his  eyes  glittered 
^th  suppressed  laughter,  as  he  said :  *  Chanceley, 
!^k  my  experience ;  your  case  is  not  desperate ; 
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no  fever  in  the  blood-— no  oppression 
heart:  you  will  survive  the  loss  of  Mi 
nant/ 

"'That  is  not  the  danger  I  apprehet 
Lord  Chanceley,  with  his  wisest  look ;  * 
poor  ^rl  is  desperately  in  love  with  me,  i 
so,  that  when  I  showed  her  the  designs 
diamonds  and  equipages,  she  scarcely 
them,  saying,  'My  Lord,  my  ambition  : 
your  wife ;  on  all  the  minor  preparations 
your  own  taste — what  pleases  you  must  i 
approval." 

"*A  very  pretty  set  speech,*  said  Lo: 
trieve,  with  a  sneer,  'and  better  again, 
she  had  merely  substituted  the  word  1 
wife/ 

" '  If  I  break  off  our  match,  I  shall  ] 
from  my  soul,'  said  Lord  Chanceley,  wit 
timental  sigh. 

"'And  so  shall V  retorted  Lord  Be 
'  for  the  prize  of  a  coronet  to  one  so  ai 
is  a  loss  not  easily  supplied.  A-propos,  ' 
ship  Tennant  builds,  we  may  expect  tc 
Earl's  coronet  in  front,  and  the  Chancel 
flaming  on  the  flag.  I  hope  the  fellow  wo 
the  impudence  to  have  it  on  some  tradin] 
a  cargo  of  Munster  pigs;  only  think^ 
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at  Wiping,  yesterday,  the  trading  vessel,  Chance- 
Icf,  Caigo — Pigs,  Master — ^Tennant/ 

"'Damnation  !^    exclaimed    Lord  Chanceley, 
taiping.    ^  I  woold  hang  myself  first !' 
"*A  swinging  way  of  ending  your  romance,' 
*ttd  Lord  Beletrieve ;  *  as  to  me  I  would  prefer 
loiDe  gentler  method/ 

***  Oh,  my  Lord !'  cried  Lord  Chancelcy,  in  a 
^  of  entreaty,  ^  if  you  would  deign  to  assist 
Qe  oat  of  this  infernal  scrape,  you  would  confer 
^greatest  obligation/ 

**  Excuse  me,'  he  coldly  answered,  *but  I 
'^erer  intermeddle  in  other  people's  business ; 
^Ut,  indeed,  would  be  lessening  my  dignity ;  but 
probably  some  disagreement  relattve  to  the  set- 
^Uoient  may  arise  to  relieve  you/ 

'''No  hope,  then!'  sighed  his  Lordship,  ^all 
1^  been  concluded :  Mr.  Tennant  left  every 
^^g  to  my  arrangement.  I  must  say  that  he 
^cted  in  the  most  gentlemanly  manner/ 

"^Thanks  to  the  shipwright,'  contemptuously 
^plied  Lord  Beletrieve,  *  so  he  permitted  his 
P^dan  son«in-law  to  manage  his  own  fortune  ! 
^^^^nly  love  is  stupid  as  well  as  blind,  when 
y^^  consider  his  doing  so  a  condescension/ 

'"Could  your  Lordship  suggest  any  other 
Method  ?'  demanded  Lord  Chancelev. 
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"  ^  Suggest !  why,  Chanceley,  I  suggest  nothings    I 
merely  remark ;  and  now  I  think  on  it,  I  ought  "*^ 
sympathize  with   you,  for,   many  years   ago,  ^^o 
long  that  I  sincerely  wish  my  mother  had  pom  ^' 
poned  my  birth  some  twenty  years,  in  place  ^^ 
which  she  set  the  good  town  of  Norwich  and  i  '^^ 
neighbourhood   nearly    on   fire    to    publish   th»-® 
birth  of  her  heir — never  was  there  such  an  ab-^' 
surdity !     I  fell  desperately  in  love  with  a  prett^"^ 
maiden,  a  baronet's  daughter.  She  proved  willingg^ 
arrangements  for  our  marriage  were  being  prt^" 
pared,  I  went  to  the  races  of  Ascot,  and  saw   -^ 
prettier  girl,  at  least  a  more  novel  one.  I  change^^ 
my  mind  about  the  first,  and  candidly  told  he  ^^ 
friends  so.   Well,  her  brother  challenged  me ;  w^^ 
fought ;  I  got  a  slight  graze  of  his  ball  across  m^' 
left  shoulder ;  I  then  fired  my  pistols  in  the  air  ^ 
seconds  interfered ;  I  explained  my  constitutional 
inconstancy ;  the  brother  saw  his  folly,— we  shool^ 
hands,  and  I  retired  from  the  field  fireed  from  th^ 
incumbrance  of  a  wife,  and  crowned  with  laurels 
as  a  duellist.' 

^^  Lord  Chanceley 's  agitation  increased,  he  paced 
up  and  down,  then  turning  to  Lord  Beletrieve^ 
exclaimed : — ^  I  am  not  a  duellist,  I  condemn  it 
on  principle.' 

^' '  On  what  principle,  may  I  ask  }^  retorted 
Lord  Beletrieve. 
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^1         "'On  many/  exclaimed  Lord  Chanceley ;  '  and 

^en  I  am  a  bad  shot^  and  Mr.  Tennant  is  an  ex- 

^^t  one^  for  one  day  when  we  sailed  down  to 

^ftenwich,  just  for  his  amusement  he  was  firing 

^t  some  sea-gulls,  and  brought  as  many  as  he 

^ded  down,  whereas,  I  could  not  hit  one.* 

^^If  he  is  so  clever  at  knocking  down  gulls,  you 

Certainly  would  be  in  danger,  and  do  perfectly 

'^ht  to  avoid  him,'  drily  answered  Lord  Bele- 

^^ere;   'and  fear  being  a  principle  not  easily 

Overcome,  I  conclude  I  may  as  well  now  pay  you 

^y  congratulations  on  your  marriage.     It  is  pro- 

^^ble,  when  once  it  takes  place,  I  shall  not  see 

^^uch  of  you.* 

"  Saying  these  words,  he  rose  from  the  couch, 
^^d,  addressing  the  youth,  who  sat  near  the  table, 
^^d,  *  See  if  my  bath  is  in  readiness.' 

^  *  For  Heaven's  sake,  Lord  Beletrieve,  do  not 

Retire  till  you  help  me  out  of  this  scrape,*  cried 

^^^anceley.  '  I  repeat  that  it  was  your  admiration 

^f  Miss  Tennant  which  first  led  me  on.   Last  night 

1  supped  with  some  of  the  Guards,  and  mentioned 

my  engagement.     Several  of  them  toasted  her, 

saying  she  was  the  loveliest  girl  in  England ;  and 

Denby,  and  Morely  said  they  always  thought  you 

would  be  the  happy  man,  as  you  seemed  quite 

devoted  to  her :  positively  at  the  time  I  was  so 


•' '  Tliat  1  am  a  damned 
tun  ate  fellow.' 

^''No  contradiction,  Ch 
you  mean  to  do  ?^ 

"  ^  Alas  !  I  fear  I  have  i 
by  honour  .  . .  / 

'^^  Honour  and  a  sbipwrij 
Beletrieve. 

«*OhI  my  Lord/  he  i 
able,  so  experienced,  that 
could  assist  me/ 

''  ^  Impossible,  Chanceley 
between  a  pretty  clever  gii 
tune?  It  is  against  my  pj 
duelling  is  abhorrent  to  youi 
uncle  or  guardian,  it  would 
thing,  for  I  have  known  m 
was  fixed,  the  trousseau  pi 
engaged,  nay,  the  ring  fitte 
interferennp  '*^-  ^^' 
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"^Pish !'  exclaimed  Lord  Beletrieve,  as  he  mut- 
tered, *  what  an  incorrigible  logger-headed  fool  I" 
tbenalottd  he  said,  'Chanceley,  other  young  men 
so  entangled  as  you  are  would  be  quite  satisfied 
with  making  use  of  the  uncle's  name,  and^  having 
writteD  a  letter  of  regret  on  his  interference  to 
the  lady's  guardian  or  father,  if  she  had  one, 
would  be  off  to  the  continent,  and  so  avoid  expla- 
nations, challenges,  &c.,  and— but  I  trust  you 
liave  too  much  honour  to  act  that  way  by  the 
shipwright's  daughter,'  and  he  gave  a  scornful 
ifttigh.  At  the  instant  his  valet  entered  to  attend 
Mm  to  the  bath,  *One  word  more,  my  Lord,'  cried 
out  Lord  Chanceley. 

*'' Excuse  me,  but  I  have  already  innovated  on 
Qy  oiual  habits,  so  good  bye^  and  when  I  am 
gone  have  a  care  of  Rochester,  he  is  as  fond  of 
^cks,  and  as  dangerous  as  his  celebrated  name- 
^.  Here,  Rochester^  show  Lord  Chanceley 
out* 

*^This  was  said  sarcastically;  the  well-trained  dog 
^^gged  his  tail,  growled,  then  looked  so  fierce 
^at,  making  a  hasty  salute,  his  Lordship  hurried 
^m  the  apartment. 

** FreviUe,'^  added  Aigline,  with  a  sigh,  "so 
<4oaed  the  scene  that  ended  my  projected  mar- 
Hage.  From  my  father  you  have  learned  the  manner 
in  which  Lord  Chanceley,  acting  upon  Lord  Bele- 


trieve's  hintSj  threw  me  off.  Would  I  never  b^ 
been  engaged  to  him,  for  I  fear  his  jilting  me  ^ 
so  cold  a  manner  will  proVe  a  serious  disadfaii' 
tage:'' 

"  Aigline,  can  all  this  be  true  ?  And  ctn  tb^ 
word  of  a  servant  be  relied  on  ?  Does  it  app^^ 
probable  that  Lord  Beletrieve  would  speak  in  ttii* 
confidential  manner  before  domestics  likely  t^ 
repeat  what  he  said  ?'* 

"  It  is   quite  in   character  with  his  incalctX' 
lable  vanity.     He  feels  that  he  is  on  the  dfcdin^^ 
and  he  is  proud  of  every  circumstance  or  repo^ 
which  proves  his  influence,  even  over  fools.    Tto^ 
tribute  formerly  offered  to  him  by  love  or  adiai- 
ration,  he  now  commands  by  fear.    What  moth^' 
who  wants  to  marry  her  daughters  will  not  tr^ 
to  conciliate  him,  or  what  girl  not  listen  to  hi* 
fulsome  flattery,  if  by  so  doing  she  could  tuf^ 
aside  his  well-practised  weapon  of  scorn  ?     No  ' 
every  word   I  repeated  is  correctly  true,  and      ^ 
only  rejoice  that  my  honourable-minded,  thou^^ 
not  titled  father,  remains  in  ignorance  of  wH^' 
I  have  confided  to  you.'* 

"There,   Aigline,  I  quite  differ  with   you. 
think  you  should  fully  acquaint  him  with  the  ^^' 
cumstance,  and  tell  him   never  again  to  adJO^* 
Lord   Beletrieve;    indeed,  I  think  none  of    *^ 
should  acknowledge  him." 
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She  gave  her  merry  laiigh^  as  with  her  usual 
vivacity  she  exclaimed : 

"Positively,  Freville,  you  are  distrait.     What  ? 

Slow  the  man  of  highest  fashion  in  England,  the 

companion  of  Princes,  Hhe  admired  of  all  admirers/ 

ov  proud  indignation  ?      Shut  our  door  against 

him^and  shim  his  acquaintance  ?    Who  vrould  do 

^s?  Mr.  Tennant  and  his  pretty  daughter,  the 

^o^ffmux  riches^  the  Paddies  from  Cork !  Excellent ; 

^y  it  would  be  like  the  fly  on  the  lion's  mane, 

^  this  difference,  the  noble  lion  would  not 

^^Qsh  the  fly,  but  the  noble  Lord  Beletrieve  would 

hold  OS  up  as  objects  of  derision/^ 

"You  speak,^'  said  I,  angrily,  **  as  if  you  were 
pigmies,  and  he  a  giant.'^ 

^And  such  ^i  the  hemisphere  of  fashion  are 
^r  relative  positions,^'  she  replied. 

^Then  qidt  it,  dear  Aigline.  Remember  how 
^eerful  and  admired  you  were  in  Cork ;  how  happy 
^d  respected  your  &ther  was ;  and  now,  if  with 
your  increase  of  wealth  you  returned,  you  would 
^  esteemed  of  the  first  consequence/' 

*^Tour  remarks  appear  just,''  she  answered, 
•^y:  "but  I  feel  the  impossibility  of  either  my 
^ther  or  myself  following  your  advice.** 

"And  why  so,  Aigline?  What  prevents  your 
8oing  to  Ireland  P 
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quitted  it.     But,  Freville 

wrouobt  in  our  minds  :  t 

being  a  London  belle,   a 

pectancy,  could  fall  back  t 

acquaintances?    Impossibl 

mulant  of  gaining  an  inde 

my  father  could  resume  h 

dustry  ?  And  even  were  the 

the  grave  give  back  its  d 

no  retrogression  for  us.  Le 

onward  we  must  go  in  the 

and  now,  Freville,  ere  we  j 

not  to  show  in  your  mannc 

or  indignation  towards  Loi 

first  place  it  would  be  absur. 
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justly  observed,  our  best 

company  as  if  nothing  ha( 

much  doubt  whether  we  shs 
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THE    DEERHURSTS.  123 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Previously  to  Lord  Chanceley's  departure,  Mr. 
Tennant  had  sent  out  cards  for  a  dinner-party. 
I^rd  Beletrieve  promised  to  come,  and,  as  usual, 
^  was  arranged  under  his  auspices ;  not  only 
'^line  but  Mr.  Tennant  looked  forward  to  this 
IWy  as  an  event  of  consequence.  "  It  will,'^  she 
observed,  **  determine  the  line  of  society,  and  how 
^  LordChanoeley's  insolent  desertion  has  injured 
^e."  As  the  day  approached,  Mr.  Tennant's 
^ety  increased,  for  he  heard  that  a  hundred 
'^rts  had  been  circulated  to  his  disadvantage 
by  Lord  Chanceley's  friends ;  but  what  wounded 
"^  most  was  the  sarcasms  thrown  out  about 
b^  having  been  a  shipwright,  and  the  soubriquet, 
^^  mechanic's  pretty  daughter,  being  attached  to 
^Une,  who,  to  soothe  him,  affected  to  laugh,  and 
^  ^used,  though  she  was  seriously  annoyed. 

^*  You  go  to  the  Opera  this  evening  with  Lady 
G  2 
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Mainstoun?"  said  Mr.Tennant  to  Aigline^astl 
sat  at  dinner. 

"  I  hope  so/*  she  replied;  "there  is  a  new  pi 
coming  out ;  it  was  so  arranged  by  her  La 
ship  last  week/' 

A  few  moments  after,  a  servant  entered 
say 9  that  Lady  Mainstoun  presented  com 
ments,  and  regretted  she  could  not  call  for  li 
Tennant. 

Mr.  Tennant  looked  miserable.  Aigline 
loured,  but,  smiling,  turned  to  him,  saying, 

*^  Dear  father,  I  have  got  the  music  of  the 
opera,  so  cheer  up  ;  and  if  you  remain  at  he 
Freville  and  I  will  practise  it  for  you.  - 1 
least,  can  feel  no  regret/* 

He  kissed  her  forehead,  exclaiming,  " 
lovely,  beloved  child,  I  should  have  been  ; 
guardian  ;  but,  influenced  by  a  weak  pride,  1 
led  you  into  danger.  Should  your  happi 
suffer,  I  shall  be  miserable  beyond  expression 

She  answered  affectionately,  and  we  spent 
evening  cheerfully  enough.  Thursday  mom 
as  we  sat  at  breakfast,  Mr.  Tennant  receive 
note  :  opening  it,  he  read, 

"  Lord  Beletrieve  regrets  he  cannot  have 
pleasure  of  dining  with  Mr,  Tennant. 
•'  Thursday,  gth.'' 


\ 
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^Tlu8  is  most  unfortunate^'^  he  said,  as  he 
Wed  it  to  Aigline- 

"Still,  we  might  have  expected  it/'  she  re- 
plied; "is  he  not  laid  up  with  the  gout  ?** 

"No,  Aigline/*  he  answered,  *'for  I  saw  him 
yesterday  riding  in  St.  Jameses  Park  with  the 
^ce.  The  awkward  part  of  the  business  isj 
^at  at  his  instigation  I  invited  Lord  Proudly  and 
Colonel  Arganza,  two  of  the  haughtiest  men  in 
^land,  and  who,  I  understand,  before  they  sent 
4eir  answers,  inquired  particularly  whether  Lord 
Bdetrieve  would  come.  Now  in  our  rank  of  Ufe, 
^e  forais  of  good  breeding  must  be  observed  ; 
''^t  when  we  are  mad  enough  to  run  after  the 
^'^•tocracy,  if  they  are  annoyed,  there  is  no  check 
^  their  insolence.** 

^*My  dear  father,  do  not  be  uneasy  about 
Lionel  Arganza  and  Lord  Proudly.  Just  half 
^'^  hour  before  dinner  they  will  send  their 
^^cuses.** 

^Impossible,"  he  answered,  petulantly,  ^^it 
^otild  be  unlike  gentlemen.*' 

**  Yes,'*  said  Aigline,  "  but  it  would  be  stylish, 
^  mark  of  «elf-consequence,  to  show  a  perfect 
^•^difference  to  the  convenience  or  feelings  of 
^^ers.     In  short,  it  would  be  fashionable.*' 

^e  event  proved  Aigline's  discernment.  Just 
**    dinner    was  announced,    excuses,   for  they 
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"  Impossible,  my  dear  father/'  she  answer'ecl. 
Then  turning  to  me,  in  an  under  tone  said,  "  F^^' 
ville,  mark  me,  Lord  Beletrieve  has  some  scheDCi^ 
in  wishing  to  overwhelm  us  with  mortificatiori*' 
Still,  all  my  woman's  wit,  as  papa  terms  it,  canii^^^ 
fathom  his  object." 

"  Aigline,''  called  out  Mr.  Tennant, "his  Lord- 
ship was  a  great  admirer  of  this  little  enamell^^ 
painting  of  Jeptha's  daughter,  though  very  val*^' 
able,  and  I  am  loath  to  part  with  it,  stilly  ^ 
you  think  he  would  receive  it  as  a  complimer»'^ 
and  call  to  return  thanks,  I  would  give  you  p^^' 
mission  to  send  it  to  him.'^ 

She  replied  with  vivacity,  "  Not  for  worlds,  tx^l 
dear  father.  In  our  graspings  after  fashion  ^^^ 
have  parted  with  sufficient  treasure  not  to  ca.^^ 
away  such  a  beautiful  gem.  That,  however,  wouX^ 
not  deter  me  so  much  as  the  triumph  to  his  vani^^ 
after  so  wantonly  injuring  us ;  so  do  not  think  of  it  ' 

"  What  do  you  mean  ?**  he  answered  angril'^' 
"  To  what  injury  do  you  allude  ?  Nay,  do  not  loO '^ 
so  distressed ;  you  were  thinking  of  that  ft>^ 
Chanceley.  My  dear  child,  you  should  have  t<^® 
much  spirit  to  cast  away  a  thought  on  sucfi  * 
passionless,  vapid  coxcomb.*' 

She  blushed  with  confusion  at  her  own  gid^^' 
ness ;  then,  to  divert  his  thoughts  from  the  5^  *^ 
ject,  started  up,  exclaiming. 
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^I  We  JQst  thought  of  a  plan  that  may  win 
^ack  Lord  Beletrieve ;    at  all  events,  if  it  fail, 
tiioagh  there  is  some  flattery,  there  is  no  mean- 
ness in   it.     So    saying,     she    approached    the 
wiiting-table,   and  in  a  few  moments  returned 
^th  a  note,  elegantly  written,  and   directed  to 
^rd  Beletrieve. 

''You  must  read  it  to  me,"  said  Mr.  Tennant, 
^th  a  smile.     She  obeyed. 


''Miss  Tennant's  compliments  to  Lord  Bele- 

^ve,  having   just  received   from    Paris   some 

^^ic  as  yet  not  published  in  London,  which  she 

^^ks  will  suit  his  Lordship^s  taste,  would  feel 

^tified   by  his  fixing  a  day  to  accompany  her 

^th  his  violoncello,  and  hopes  he  will  excuse  her 

^^^ng  this  request ;    but  independent  of   the 

pleasure  of  his  company,  parts  of  the  music  are 

^^  difficult  that  she  could  not  execute  them  with- 

^^t  his  assistance." 

^^  Shall  I  send  it,  papa  ?'^  she  demanded. 

*^  Certainly,  my  love,  it  may  succeed,  and  can 
^o  no  possible  injury.'^  So  saying,  he  quitted  the 
apartment. 

*'Do  not,  Aigline,"  I  cried  impetuously.  "What 
P^sriblc  advantage  can  you  gain  by  the  society  of 
^nl  Beletrieve,  to  compensate  for  thus  paying 

G  3 


ISO  THE   DBEBHUR8TS. 

court  to  one^  who  as  you  justly  remarked, 
tonly  destroyed  your  prospects  with  Lord  i 
ley^  besides  being  the  cause  of  the  slig 
have  since  received  ?  Then  it  is  not  treati 
father  well  to  keep  him  in  ignorance  an 
him  to  entertain  in  hospitality  one  who  t 
enemy's  part.  Really,  Aigline,  you  a: 
vokingly  inconsistent.  You  say  that  you 
presentiment  this  man  will  draw  evil  on  y 
now  that  you  have  escaped  his  influen 
are  trying  to  attract  him  back.  I  h 
patience — '* 

*^Nor  I  with  you,  Freville,^'  she  gail 
rupted ;  "  you  are  so  ridiculously  contra 
Whenever  I  found  fault  with  Lord  Be 
you  were  wont  to  quarrel  with  me,  and  nc 
I  wish  to  conciliate  him,  you  are  in  a  dc 
passion.  Certes,  you  men  are  very  ui 
able.'* 

''No,  Aigline,  the  fault  is  yours.  ^ 
thought  your  dislike  fanciful,  I  took  his  sic 
question;  but  his  interference  between 
Lord  Chanceley  proves  to  a  demonstrati 
in  spite  of  his  bland  manner,  he  is  as  ill- 
and  interfering  as  an  old  maid ;  except, 
what  I  strongly  suspect,  that  being  despei 
love,  he  has  resolved  to  propose,  when,  accc 
the  opinion  of  the  worthies  of  all  ages,  sti 
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^'^admissible.  Besides,  Aigline,  when  united  to 
you,  he  becomes  the  arbiter  of  your  destiny; 
^oas  jou  will  not  only  be  a  lady  bright,  but  aa 
^Oapired  prophetess." 

''Never  shall  I  be  Lady  Beletrieve,"  she  hastily 
Answered :  "  first,  because  his  Lordship  would  not 
disarrange  his  bachelor  habits  by  the  introduction 
of  a  wife;  nelt,  powerful  as  I  admit  ambition, 
'^tore  is  still  more  unconquerable,  and  I  abso- 
l«tdy  loathe  Lord  Beletrieve." 

**Come,  come,  Aigline,  no  affectation.  You 
held  Lord  Chanceley  in  contempt,  and  still  would 
W  married  him/* 

''Yes,  Freville,  but  that  sentiment  is  more 
^y  conquered — subdued,  I  should  say/' 

''  Did  not  the  Melanche,  of  whose  death  you 
^'d  me,  reside  with  Lord  Beletrieve  ?"  I  de- 
"aanded. 

''Certainly,  but  the  position  of  a  wife  is  far 
different  He  owed  poor  Melanche  no  duty,  no 
^pect  None  of  bis  self-consequence  was  to  be 
'^pported  by  her*  The  moment  he  was  weary  of 
^  connexion  he  could  dissolve  it ;  there  was  no 
^  to  prevent  him,  and,  as  the  event  proved,  no. 
'^oiioui'  or  feeling ;  but,  thanks  to  England,  her 
Christianity  and  laws,  a  wife  cannot  be  so  treated, 
^^)  not  by  the  greatest  profligate/' 

"Then  if  you  really  have  no  design  ta  lure  his 
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WW  and  looking  archly  in  my  face,  *'  Mr.  La 
Fnack,  your  pedagogue,  was  wont  to  say  that 
e^ery  woman  found  a  ready  excuse  for  her  mis- 
deiDeanours  by  proving  that  her  neighbours  com- 
mitted greater.  Now  your  observations  testify 
that  the  ingenuity  of  self-defence  more  properly 
I  to  you  lords  of  the  creation.  However, 
resolved  on  this  question  to  have  my  own 
vay,  I  shall  no  further  argue  the  point." 

With  these  words,  she  hastily  rang  the  bell. 
Guessing  her  purpose  was  to  send  the  note,  I  tried 
to  snatch  it,  but  she  sportively  escaped  from  ray 
grasp,  and,  ere  I  was  aware  of  her  intention, 
Ijounded  out  of  the  room,  locking  me  in.  There 
^as  no  being  angry  with  one  so  beautiful,  so  I 
<)iiietly  submitted  to  the  imprisonment.  In  about 
*n  hour  she  released  me,  observing  that,  her 
note  having  been  delivered,  my  interference 
^^  useless ;  and  to  restore  my  good  humour, 
'w  proposed  going  to  the  music  room.  Though 
^  assuming  displeasure,  I  obeyed,  and  as  she 
•^t  down  to  the  piano,  brought  over  the  violon- 
cello --which,  by  the  way,  was  a  remarkable  fine 
instrument. 

*'  Oh !  no,  Freville,  have  mercy,  and  bring  your 
°^^;  for  should  Lord  Beletrieve  obey  my  request 
*^d  come,  how  could  I  ever  endure  his  scrape  after 
r^^rmaster-touch?^' 
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'•'  And  yet/*  I  exclaimed,  indignantly,  "  in  yo^r 
note  you  complimented  his  knowledge  of  music. 
How  can  you  stoop  to  such  flattery  ?" 

She  replied:  "The  fault  lies  with  your  o^^^t* 
sex,  Freville,  who  never  can  be  managed  witbo'*^* 
it.  1  never  saw  one  of  you  care  for  a  guilele  s**> 
simple-minded  girl.  What  woman  dares  point  o"ttt 
a  man's  faults  until  she  is  married  to  him  ?  A-  "*^^ 
then,  oh  !  then  he  is  not  spared.  However,  ^^^ 
us  commence  this  opera.'* 

We  had  scarcely  done  so  when  the  door  v^i'"'^ 
thrown  open,  and  Lord  Beletrieve  was  announcr^^' 
We  both  started,  and  I  whispered  Aigline  : 

*^  Your  flattery  succeeded/*' 

She   smiled,   and    blushing    deeply,   advan^^ 
to  meet   his  Lordship,  who,  in   spite  of  his      ^^^ 
of  gallantry,  looked  ill   and  languid.      Still     M^^^ 
manner  was    both    dignified   and  gentle,   as         "^^ 
said: 

"  Miss  Tennant,  I  felt  so  obliged  by  your  no^^^' 
that  though  I  had  promised  to  accompany  t-^*® 
Prince  to  Windsor,  I  declined  the  honour  to  ha-^^® 
the  pleasure  of  answering  it  personally." 

She  expressed  her  gratitude.     I  then  steppe 
forward  and  would  have  spoken^  but  affecting' 
be  angry  he  waived  me  off^,  saying : 

"Mr.  Deerhurst,  I  am  really  offfended.  X*^" 
days  confined  to  my  room,  and  for  the  last  seV^^  " 
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ren  called  to  inquire  afler  me.  Is  that 
treat  your  friends  ?" 
y  enough  I  stammered  out  my  apolo- 
were  gracefully  accepted;  then  his 
1  his  happy  manner^  told  all  the  an 
!]!ourt.  While  we  were  thus  engaged, 
it  entered.  Lord  Beletrieve  saluted 
Tectionately^  saying : 
nnant,  as  the  only  excuse  for  Mr. 
neglect,  I  shall  expect  on  Friday  next 
Tuesday)  that  he  will  dine  with  me, 
few  particular  friends;  perhaps  you 
obliging  as  to  join  us.'' 
tified,  Mr.  Tennant  accepted  the  invi- 
;n  turning  to  Aigline  he  continued,  in 
lanner : 

ennant,  I  do  not  include  you;  but, 
;ht  be  offended  at  the  exclusion,  will 
jert  expressly  for  your  amusement. 
Mr.  Tennant,  except  you  can  play 
nust  forbid  your  entrance/' 
lant,  who  never  saw  through  the 
lirowing  him  off  in  a  polite  way, 
ing  that  he  could  play  the  violin 
$11,  when  Lord  Beletrieve  carelessly 

T,  Tennant,  you  do  not  play  the  harp, 
to  have  the  honour  of  your  company 


served,   the   manacles 
^or  her  reason.     A  littl 
''  I    am    quite    exha 
refreshments }" 

''  Certainly/'  said  A 
stepped  out  to  order  th 
*'  Not  one  song  have 
Beletrieve,  leading  Aigli 
arranged  her  music  he 
manner,  «Do  you  kno^ 
some  idea  of  going  to 
time  to  conquer  my  cold 
in   the   country   for   thr 
health,  with  no  compar 
he  was  to  have  been  my 
Aigline,  that  however  sali 
have  fallen  into  a  mental . 
Chanceleyis  the  most  insi 
She  coloured  violently, 

the  Irpvfi    K»«>  «i 
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^  ojconoert :  it  is  given  expressly  for  you,  Aigline^ 
r        ^^i  I  shall  not  admit  a  single  bore — all  shall  be 
Worthy  of  its  fair  inspiration.^' 

'Hiere  was  no  resisting  such  flattery^  she  thanked 
^^  with  animation. 

**By  the  way,  Aigline,'*  he  observed,  "how 

^i&e  it  that  Mr.  Tennant's  last   dinner  was   a 

^are  ?  These  circumstances,  however  trivial  they 

Appear,  have  their  influence.     Beautiful  as  you 

•fe,  Aigline,  it  would  not  do  just  now  to  have  you 

^^t  of  fashion,  so,  positively,  you  must  have  a 

kail;— observe,  it  must  be  very  exclusive,  none 

^^t  persons  of  the  first  fashion  shall  be  admitted. 

To-morrow  I  will  call  to  arrange  the  music  for 

^y  concert :  you,  Aigline,  shall  be  my  prima  donnOy 

^en  we  can  conclude  on  the  ball ;  so  prepare  to 

*^  very  industrious  next  week ;  numberless  lists, 

^ote«,  and  orders  are  to  be  written."     He  rose  to 

deleave. 

^'My  Lord,  will  you  not  wait  for  the  refresh- 
"^lents?*' — at  the  moment  they  entered,  and  Mr. 
*'^inant  followed. 

**  Just  a  jelly,  and  a  glass  of  Constantia,''  he 

^•Wered.  Then  to  me,  he  said,  "  Mr.  Deerhurst, 

V^^tild  we  not  cite  Miss  Tennant  for  a  witch? 

^  l^er  presence,  every  thing  is  forgotten,  even  thirst 

^  hunger ;  and  now,  farewell.'* 

As  Mr.  Tennant  opened  the  door  for  him,  he 
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said,  "I  have  advised  your  daughter  to  give 
ball,  it  is  quite  indispensable ;  of  course  you  yi^^'      i 
engage  the  first  artists   to   make  the   necessa^i*  "^l 
preparations.    I  expect  that  the  ball  will  be  o  :^E^e 
of  the  most  select  and  brilliant  of  the  season.  ' 

wish,  Mr.  Tennant,  your  dancing  room  was  wo^nrr^e 
twenty  feet  longer;  however,  on  the  whole,  yc^i::^'' 
house  is  admirably  well  fitted  up.     By  the  by^^> 
Aigline,"  again  advancing  towards  her,  "to-morrov="^ 
evening  you  must  go  to  the   Opera.      My  boXj^ 
I    regret  to   say,  is   engaged   to   some    of   my 
country  friends, — a  sad   bore  these  same  coun- 
try  friends!    however,  you   can   go  with   Lady 
Mainstoun.'' 

Aigline  again  blushed  deeply,  and  was  stammer- 
ing out  an  excuse,  when  interrupting  her,  he 
rejoined,  "  I  know  what  you  would  say  of  her 
neglect,  rudeness,  and  so  forth ;  but  you  had  better 
make  a  convenience  of  that  triOing  woman,  who 
may  be  classed  with  the  ephemerals  of  society. 
However,  to  soothe  your  Irish  pride,  she  shall  call 
on  you,  and  as  an  amende  honorable  request  your 
company  as  a  favour.  And  observe,  my  dear 
little  girl,  to  be  perfectly  elegant  you  must 
conquer  this  quick  sense  of  injury,  these  fancied 
slights  to  your  dignity,  this  trembling  sensibility 
to  the  thousand  mortifications  to  which  all  who 
would  rise  above  their  sphere  are  ever  subject: 
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bah !  it  is  much  ado  about  nothing/'  With  these 
^^ords,  accompanied  by  smiles  and  shrugs^  he 
bowed  bis  adieus^  and  hurried  down  stairs. 
Iliis  time  he  had  the  lameness  in  his  left  leg. 
Aigline  touching  my  arm  whispered  : 

**  Freville,  I  tremble  for  your  tendon  achilles ; 
you  positively  must  be  lame  for  my  ball/* 

•'What  ball  are  you  all  talking  of?**  demanded 
^r.  Tennant  staring. 

**  Pkpa^  Lord  Beletrieve  insists  upon  my  giving 
^^e;  he  says  there  is  no  other  method  for  my  re- 
^^tering  fashionable  life/' 

**  I  tell  you/'  said  Mr.  Tennant,  '^  all  these  ex- 
t^^nses  would  ruin  a  larger  fortune  than  mine ; 
*^Ciwever,  as  Lord  Beletrieve  says  it,  of  course  it 
^^^^i8t  be ;  but,  Aigline,  remember,  when — as  your 
^^jshionables  term  it — the  season  ends,  we  quit 
^^^-M)ndon  for  ever." 

Aigline  rejoined  with  vivacity,  ^*  Before  the  next 

^^pcns,  our  very  existence  will  be  forgotten.    And 

^^us,   Freville,"  she   added  in  an  under  tone, 

'^we  shall  by   oblivion  escape  the   sneers   and 

Sarcasms  of  our  London,  friends,  the  only  meed 

K>f  our  folly  and  extravagance.     Did  you  observe 

^w  his  Lordship  inadvertently  let  out,  that  he  had 

"^ratched  all  my  movements  2  How  could  he  other- 

"wise  know  of  Lady  Mainstoun's  put  off  about  the 

Opera ;  or  that  our  dinner  was  a  failure  ?  I  tell 


tone. 

"  The  two  former,"  < 
sibilities;  so  adieu,  for 
waiting." 

*  « 

I^rd  Beletrieve's  din 
exactly  as  he  wished  j  t 
vation,  the  latter  with 
tended  by  the  Prince  an( 
'^  for  the  time  being 

ship,  for  he  was  too  pass 
stronger  motive,  to  humc 
he  invited  a  few  men  of 

patronage,  to  meet  Mr.  T. 
rank  or  fashion  that  day 
not  amidst  royalty  had  1 

more  gracefully;  and  with 
acquire,  he  at  once  displ 
tion,  which,  however  sur 
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^^sed  him  among  my  set,  for  he  is  one  of  the 
^^crest  men  I  ever  met,  and  quite  vain  enough 
^'^r  a  Cosmopolite.'* 

Such  was  his  Lordship's  qualified  praise ;  but, 
indeed,  it  was  usual  whenever  he  spoke  well  of 
*ny  person  to  conclude  his  remarks  by  some 
•^casm. 

Aigline's  ball  was  the  next  event  of  interest.  In 
^pite  of  the  agitation  she  suffered,  lest  her  noble 
Acquaintances  should  even  at  the  last  hour  pour 
'^   apologies,  and  after  all  the  splendid  prepara- 
^ons  and   vast  expence,   lest  her  party  should 
Pi*cve  a  failure,  she  looked  exquisitely  beautiful, 
'-^ird  Beletrieve  arrived  early,  as  he  expressed  it, 
^  reriew  the  apartments,  and  the  supper,  and  the 
^ir  hostess.    All  met  his  approbation,  and  he 
^^<X)d  near  Aigline  as  she  received  her  guests, 
^^is  lessened  my  pleasure,  for  being  less  excited 
^^d  engaged  than  either  she  or  her  father,  I  per- 
^^ived     that    it    awakened    much    observation, 
^>inced  by  sneers  and  whispers.  As  Mr.  Tennant 
^cfterwards  observed,  politeness  was  by  no  means 
practised  by  the  Beletrieve  clique.     However,  I 
^"econciled  my  mind  to  the  annoyance  by  the  per- 
suasion that  she  would  be  Lady  Beletrieve.    Am- 
bition and  vanity,  I  thought,  were  idols,  and  at 
their  shrine  she  will  sacrifice  herself  to  a  man  she 
detests.      However,  it  is  but  the  exchange  of 


—     M.^^1  luuii: 

aiifi  talent,  and  for  tli 

covered    with   invitat 

zenith  of  her  fashion. 

cess  to  Lord  Beletrie 

with  more  complacent 

than  ever  to  please,  m 

reepect  to  Lord  Chan, 

spite  of  his  prejudices, 
pose  for  her.   Had  he 

that  she  would  have  ac 

my  quizzing  on  the  sul 

than  formerly  J  and  th, 

itnpossibiUty,thedeclai 

by  the  same  bitterness 

On  his  side,  he  paid 

tention.     Pew  days  eh] 

atMr.Tennant's,somet 

at  others,  but  for  a  few  i 

not  come,  he  usuaUy  a* 
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*^FrevilJe,  though  Lord  Beletrieve  must  cer- 
toinly  propose  for  Aigline^  she  has  too  much  sen- 
sibility and  principle  ever  to  unite  herself  to  a 
"Mn  considerably  older  than  her  father,  and  of 
wch  libertine  principles/' 

7et  by  some  strange  and  inexcusable  infatua- 

^n  he  took  no  steps  to  check  the  intimacy. 

hdeed,  from  the  period  of  his  unexpected  wealth 

^d  Mrs.  Tennant's  death,  his  whole  conduct  had 

been  a  tissue  of  folly.     Good-natured  and  gene- 

i^Qs  to  enthusiasm,  he  was  as  unsuspicious  ahd 

Ruleless  as  a  child.  Perfectly  adoring  Aigline,  he 

kumoured  her  in  all  her  follies,   and  unreflect- 

"^y  exposed  her  to  every  danger.    Even  his 

Siting  me  to  be  the  inmate  of  his  house,  her 

*ole  and  intimate  companion,    was    a    criminal 

neglect  of  his  duty. 

From  this  period,  though  I  still  continued  a 
votary  of  the  Beletrieve  system,  I  no  longer 
Worshipped  its  great  original.  Independent  of 
^  treachery  towards  the  Tennants,  he  did  not 
^prove  on  intimacy ;  and  as  I  discovered  that 
^  entertained  a  jealousy  of  Aigline,  and  that  his 
'"motive  in  exerting  himself  about  my  commission 
^  to  separate  her  from  my  society,  I  felt  the  less 
P^teful.  In  addition  to  this,  although  the  bland 
'^e  seldom  quitted  his  rigid  lips,  and  the  mellow- 
?^  tones  of  his  voice  were  never  raised  in  anger. 
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stilly  from  the  refinement  of  his  taste,  he  was 
frequently  annoyed  by  trifles ;  and  then,  in  de- 
spite of  his  courtly  manners,  became  captious  and 
sarcastic.     Of  this  the  following  is  an  instance. 

A  day  or  two  after  the  ball,  he  was  sitting  in 
the  drawing-room  with  Aigline  and  me,  for,  at 
her  request.  I  never  left  them  to  a  t^e^d^i^ie. 
Once  or  twice  she  proposed  adjourning  to  the 
music- room,  but  he  languidly  declined,  saying 
he  preferred  conversation.  Consequently,  she 
exerted  all  her  powers  to  amuse;  he  appeared 
pleased,  when  the  loud  knock  of  a  footman  was 
heard — another,  and  still  another  succeeded. 

'^  I  can  endure  this  no  longer,''  he  exclaimed, 
rising,  '4t  shatters  my  nerves.  Is  it  not  provoking 
that  the  peace  of  a  family,  nay,  of  a  whole  street, 
is  to  be  disturbed  by  this  vulgar  unmeaning 
custom  ?  It  has  not  even  antiquity  to  recommend 
it,  for  the  sound  of  a  horn  at  a  noble's  gate, 
softened  by  distance,  and  the  thick  walls  of  a 
castle  fell  musically  on  the  ear ;  but  here  in  these 
shells,  which  we  now  call  houses,  up  rolls  a  car- 
riage, down  jumps  a  footman,  and  then  by  the  aid 
of  a  bronzed  knocker  strikes  up  a  noise  that  might 
rouse  deaf  Lord  Wonsley  firom  his  slumber.  By 
Heaven,  I  wish  that  all  who  did  so  had  their  own 
brains  knocked  out !" 

He  looked  fearfully  pale  and  wicked  as  he  spokCf 
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bat,  mstantly  recollecting  himself,  with  his  usual 
fflildness,  said : — 

''Miss  Tennant^  forgive  this  coarse  expression  ; 
I  should  have  been  more  guarded  in  your  pre- 
sence.'* 

Not  a  little  surprised  at  his  violence,  to  soothe 
Wd  she  answered : — 

"I  do  not  wonder  at  your  Lordship's  displea- 
sure, even  my  father  has  often  termed  it  a 
most  injudicious  custom.  I  cannot  imagme  in 
vhat  it  first  originated  ;  surely  a  porter  would  as 
'eadily  attend  to  a  gentle  knock  or  ring  ?** 

''Strange  enough!  Aigline,  the  Prince  put  the 
same  question  to  me  about  three  or  four  years 
ago.  He  was  sitting  in   my  boudoir  with  Lord 
Portland  and  General  Sir  John  Irvine, — ^the  latter 
allowed  to  be  one   of  the  most  finished  gentle- 
men in  Europe.   We  were  engaged  secretly  dis- 
cussing a  political  question  of  the  deepest  interest, 
when  knock  after  knock  resounded  firom  my  door. 
'This  noisy  interruption  is  intolerable,'  exclaimed 
his  Royal  Highness,  with  a  heat  of  temper  he 
seldom  displayed  : — ^  Lord  Beletrieve,  how  can  a 
person  of  your  refinement  suffer  it,  and  in  what 
folly  could  such  a  barbarism  have  originated  ? '  I 
expressed  my  ignorance,  and,  to  mark  my  disap- 
probation, rang  the  bell,  and  ordered  my  porter 

VOL.   I.  H 
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to  have   the  knocker   instantly   removed.      ' 
Roval  Ilii^hness/  said  Sir  John   Irvine,  sn 
r  m  ^  there  is  a  legend  attached  to  the  custom 

I  cannot  vouch  for  its  veracity.  Some  hu 
years  ago,  ages  it  may  be,  for  the  date  i 
accurate,  a  blacksmith  realized  a  large  foi 
so  he  purchased  a  fine  carriage  and  fine  h 
and  with  his  golden  wand  turned  his  Cyc 
into  footmen,  and  wooed  and  won  a  nobk 
for  his  wife.  Now,  what  availed  all  this, 
neighbours,  who  had  so  often  heard  the 
sound  of  his  anvil,  did  not  witness  his  gran 
Day  after  day  he  dashed  up  and  down  Li: 
Hill,  where  he  had  formerly  resided.  Ala 
the  malice  of  this  world  !  His  neighbours,  er 
of  his  prosperity,  resolved  not  to  see  what 
were  grieved  to  know ;  so  whenever  the 
equipage,  with  its  fine  horses  and  fine  lady 
by,  they  all  ran  from  their  doors  and  win 
Thus  by  lessening  Smithy^s  triumph,  they  e: 
his  anger,  and  he  swore  a  big  oath,  for 
had  not  refined  his  manners,  that  his  fi 
and  acquaintance  should  both  see  and  hea 
carriage.  With  that  he  called  for  his  coac 
and  tall  footman,  and  ordered  the  coachman  ti 
at  the  door  of  every  person  of  whom  he,  Sd 
could  claim  any  knowledge,  and  the  footmi 
descend,  and  give  a  thundering    knock. 
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CQstomed  to  the  lusty  strokes  of  the  anvil,  and  as 
proad  as  their  master  of  his  new  chariot,  the  live- 
ned Cyclopses  obeyed.  Soon,  there  was  not  a  per- 
son on  Ludgate  Hill  who  did  not  hear  and  dread 
tiie  approach  of  Smithy's  equipage.  But  now,  your 
Boyal  Highness,  in  referring  to  the  injury  to  the 
pttoe  of  society,  I  come  to  the  saddest  part  of 
By  l^end.  The  great  mass  of  the  people  being 
MientiaUy  vulgar,  love  show  and  noise.  Thus 
Smithy's  example  was  soon  followed  on  Ludgate 
Hill;  thence  it  spread  to  the  City,  and,  strange  to 
Sly !  gradually  extended  to  the  West  end ;  and,  oh ! 
iK>rror  of  horrors,  the  nuisance  has  become  so  pre- 
^'^ieiit  that,  here,  on  this  day,  nay  this  very  hour, 
^nthin  the  hallowed  sanctuary  of  Lord  Beletrieve's 
l^oudoir,  your  Royal  Highness's  secret  conference 
litt  been  disturbed.  Truly  there  is  something 
itoity  in  the  state  of  London !" 

"This  sally  of  Sir  John  Irvine,^'  continued 
I^  Beletrieve,  ^^  which  in  the  repetition  seems 
dull  enough,  was  given  with  so  much  humour 
^  dramatic  effect  as  to  amuse  the  Prince.  His 
^"^  was  diverted,  and  we  spent  our  morning 
•peeaMy." 

Jm  as  Lord  Beletrieve  finished  speaking,  came 
Mother  succession  of  knocks ;  his  smile  continued, 
^t  his  pallid  brow  darkened. 

H  2 


.  „.  ».^.ii|7»^i  ail  Liie  morni 
his  self-command  was  lost,  and 
look  of  inetTablc  scorn,  which  ren^ 
ly  hideous — it  merely  crossed  hi; 
vanished — but,  as  Aigline  after\i 
was  a  peep  at  the  cloven  foot  ant 
forgotten.     Recovering  himself  I 

^^  Miss  Tennant,  will  you  alio 
my  carriage  ?** 

Abashed  by  his  haughtiness,  sh 
*'  Freville,  will  you  be  so  obUgin 
itr 

Lord  Beletrieve's  quick  eye  ob 
tion ;  every  circumstance  which  pi 
gratified  him ;  his  complacency  w 
as  he  rose  to  depart,  he  took  her  h 
so  I  saw  her  cheek  pale — and  in 
manner  he  said : 

^  Apropos,  I  have  not  answere 
relative  to  the  knocker ;  my  dear  lit 
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ftt  present  possess ;  so  let  your  knocker  remain  on, 

snd  I  shall  take  care  not  to  call  again  upon  a  day 

yon  expect  company.*' 
Mortified  at  the  covert  insolence  of  his  speech, 

Aigline  drew  away  her  hand^  while   her   eyes 

Itslied  and  her  cheeks  glared  with  indignation. 
Inking  at  her  with  undisguised  admiration,  he 
said: 

^Mr.  Deerhurst,  she  is  positively  in  a  passion  ; 
Init  we  must  excuse  the  fair  daughter  of  Erin, 
for  such  beauty  as  hers  is  privileged,"  and  with 
»low  bow  he  retired. 

'4  positively  hate  that  man,"  said  Aigline,  as 
^  beard  the  door  close  after  him,  *^  so  insulting 
tt  his  pride,  a  pride  founded  on  corruption,  on 
^e  adoption  of  every  ignoble  and  selfish  senti- 
Oient,  on  the  indulgence  of  every  low  gratifica- 
^D.  His  obtuse  mind  despises  all  the  discoveries 
of  science,  and  mocks  at  the  revelations  of  Chris- 
***nity ;  yet  both  were  necessary  to  the  gratifica- 
tion and  security  of  his  luxurious  existence.  To 
«iJch  men  France  owed  her  revolution.  Freville, 
you  say  I  am  a  prophet,  hear  then  my  belief : 
rf  the  Cosmopolite  influence  increase,  by  les- 
sening all  respect  for  law  and  religion,  it  will  sap 
^e  very  foundation  of  England's  constitution ; 
^i  the  bloody  scenes  of  France  will  be  enacted 
^  this  now  happy  land." 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Ox  the  following  week  I  was  gazetted  for  i 
ensigncy  in  the  —  Light  Infantry,  and,  to  add 
my  pleasure  I  received  a  letter  of  congratulat; 
from  Clara,  including  an  invitation  from  I 
Amheim  to  spend  a  month  or  two  at  the  I 
sonage,  before  I  joined  my  regiment. 

9|e  «  «F  «  « 

"  I  can  scarcely  wish  you  joy  on  an  ev 
which  causes  me  so  much  regret,'^  said  Aigli 
sadly.  *^  Freville,  you  have  been  to  me  as  a  brotl 
and  now  when  you  are  gone  I  shall  stand  alone 
this  peopled  solitude.'' 

I  tried  to  quiz  her  respecting  Lord  Bdetrk 
but  she  grew  excessively  angry:  to  change 
subject  I  spoke  of  the  propriety  of  calling 
acquaint  his  Lordship  with  my  promotion^  and 
thank  him  for  his  attention  to  my  interest  Bi 
she  and  her  father  advised  me  to. do  so ;  acoo: 
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^^J  on  the  following  morning  I  proceeded  to  his 

residence. 
It  was  about  mid-day— I  was  ushered  into  his 

wudoir,  that  temple  of  luxury.    He  was  reclining 

on  his  silken  couch ;  he  received  me  with  stately 

politeness,  but  with  a  look  of  inquiry,  which 
*^nied  to  say — presumptuous  fellow,  what  brings 
liiffi  here  ?  I  felt  confused,  and  answering  to  his 
countenance,  rather  than  address,  said,  "  My 
Lord!  after  the  lively  interest  you  have  so  fre- 
V^tly  expressed  about  the  event,  I  took  the 
liberty  of  calling  to  acquaint  you  with  the  news, 
ftat-" 

"Ha  V  he  exclaimed  with  vivacity,  "  from  your 
ttciteraent,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  something  extraor- 
^ary  must  have  occurred.  I  know  the  Prince 
^as  ill ;  good  heaven !  can  he  be  dead — or,  per- 
^ps,  Bonaparte  is  taken— or  it  may  be,  the 
«'J«sians  have  declared  war  against  England ; 
b^tuo!  I  have  it  now:  the  Parliament  have  at 
l^^gth  resolved  on  appointing  his  Royal  Highness 
^  the  r^ency,  and  you,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  aware  of 
«Je  lively  interest  I  have  taken  in  this  subject — 
"**leed,  in  every  thing  connected  with  his  Royal 
**^hness,  have  kindly  waived  all  ceremony  and 
"*ve  come  at  this  early  hour  to  be  the  6rst  to 
*^municateit;-"and  yet,"he  continued,  yawning, 

^  seems    strange    that  you,    Mr.   Deerhurst, 
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should  be  the  first  to  acquaint  me.  I  had  expecte?*' 
that  compliment  from  the  Prince/' 

No  words  can  express  my  embarrassment;  w 
was  quite  at  a  loss  to  determine  whether  he  ha(0 
really  mistaken,  or  was  merely  gratifying  hiar 
captious  temper  by  sarcasm.  However,  although 
he  had  resumed  his  recumbent  position,  as  his 
eyes  were  fixed  steadily  on  mine,  I  felt  the  neces- 
sity of  a  reply :  so  plucking  up  my  courage,  or 
rather  impudence ;  I  said,  "  My  Lord,  the  intel- 
ligence to  which  I  alluded,  to  me  is  of  a  deeper 
interest ; — I  have  been  gazetted  for  my  ensigncy.'* 
He  sneered,  shrugged  his  shoulders,  and  in  his 
monotonous  tone  said  : 

**  Tliis  then  is  the  mighty  news.  Freville 
Deerhurst,  gentleman,  is  promoted  to  a  pair  of 
colours  in  the  British  army !" 

Well  might  I  be  agitated ;  though  the  joke  was 
rather  against  me,  I  could  not  but  see  how  absurd 
it  was  to  display  my  excitement  before  his  Lord- 
ship, or  expect  that  he  could  be  interested^  so  I 
answered  gaily,  "  Yes ;  my  Lord,  a  step  necessary 
to  the  taking  of  Bonaparte : — I  expect  to  have  that 
honour/*  Tliis  good-humoured  reply  to  his 
peevish  manner,  pleased  his  fickle  humour. 

"You  are  better  tempered/'  he  said,  raising* 
himself  on  his  elbow,  ^^than  your  beautiful 
cousin,  Aigline ;  however,  I  like  her  all  the  better 
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for  being  ardent ;  and  now,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  let  me 

^k,  was  it  not  ridiculous  to  expect  that  I  was  to 

^  rejoiced  at  your  promotion  ?  However,  I  must 

not  be  too  severe ;  all  young  men,  when  they  enter 

^fae  army,  and  all  young  misses  when  they  enter 

^e  holy  bonds  of  matrimony,  are  so  elated  that 

^ey&ncy  themselves  of  sufficient  consequence  to 

interest  society  in  general :  the  delusion  seldom 

'^^ts.    The  roaring  of  cannon  or   of  children  is 

&    stimulus  that  rouses    them  to  realities ;     and 

^b^find  the  only  importance  attached  to  their 

^^w  position,  consists  in   the  additional  duties 

^^th  which  they  have  encumbered  themselves/' 

Being  at  a  loss    to    determine  whether    his 

l^ordship  expected  me  to  laugh,  or  to  look  wise 

^^  this  speech,   I   made  no  direct  reply ;   but, 

^^^wing  as  gracefully  as  I  could,  said,  "  I  shall  no 

monger  trespass  on   your  Lordship's   time — it  is 

Probable  I  may  not  again  have  the  honour  of 

*^cing  you ;  but,  though  you  will  not  allow  me 

^  express  my  gratitude,  I  shall  not  forget  your 

^dness/^     I  was  going,  but  he  called  me  back, 

^ying: 

^  How  can  you  support  your  separation  from 
^Us  Tennant  ?'^ 

Wishing  to  remove  all  jealousy,  I  replied,  *^  I  shall 
^jftainlyregretthe  loss  of  her  and  her  father's  socie- 
V »  I  class  them  among  my  dearest  friends  ;  but,  my 

H  3 
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Lord,  I  am  going  to  the  house  of  the  only 
ever  did^  ever  can  love^  and  this  pleasure  le 
the  sorrow  of  parting/^  He  looked  pleasec 
in  a  tone  of  gallantry  said  : 

'^At  some  future  period  I  shall  hope  t 
your  paragon.  Do  you  know/'  he  added,  i 
natural  sigh,  ^'Lord  Beletrieve  almost  i 
ensign  Deerhurst  his  fresh  youth  and  passi 
feelings  ?'*     He  then  bade  me  farewell. 

My  pleasure  at  the  prospect  of  a  miUtary  « 
increased,  by  finding  that  my  old  frieni 
school-fellow,  Charles  Mellish,  was  in  the  — 
infantry. 

On  the  morning  of  my  departure,  A 
seemed  much  affected,  but  playfully  said : 

"  Freville,  in  a  few  weeks  you  will  return  i 
us  a  last  adieu ;— and  then,  the  Tennants  w 
obliterated  from  the  gay  soldier's  mind." 

I  chided  her  for  the  thought ;  sincerely  th; 
Mr.  Tennant  for  his  hospitality,  and  hurri 
to  disguise  regrets  which  could  only  tei 
increase  her  emotion. 
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CHAPTER  XL 


^^  after  life,  I  have  often  tried  to  bring  back  to 

memory,  what  **  manner  of  man  "  I  was  at  the 

P^od  I  quitted  Mr.  Tennant's  splendid  residence 

^d  fashionable  acquaintance   to  proceed  to  the 

P^^ceftd  Parsonage.     If  I  have  previously  dwelt 

Qpon  my  personal  advantages  and  musical  talents, 

^tis,  because  at  the  period  I  valued  them  beyond 

^ore  solid  attainments.  I  was  perfect  master  of 

^  French    and  German    languages;    a    good 

^Qghtsman,  and  well  acquainted  with  military 

**^C8;  but  of  the  higher  pursuits  of  literature 

^y  knowledge  was  very  superficial.    On  all  re- 

'^oos  subjects    my    principles    were    unfixed ; 

'^'^happily,  firom  a  few  perverse  circumstances,  I 

^  adopted  the  mistaken  idea  that  in  general  its 

Pittfesgors  were  either  enthusiasts  or  hypocrites; —  • 

^  chivalrous  idea  of  honour  I  nourished,  almost  to 

*t>nM«itic  degree.  My  passions  were  violent,  but  I 
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was   not  constitutionally   dissipated^  and  had 
perfect  abhorrence  of  intemperance. 

I  did  not  reach  the  Parsonage  until  the  fou 
evening  after  I  had  left  London;  as  I  approac 
it,  my  memory  turned  on  the  rapturous  thougl 
again  meeting  Clara.  One  circumstance  al 
checked  that  pleasure.  In  her  letter  of  invitat 
she  had  mentioned  that  a  Mr.  Hilton,  who  acte< 
Curate,  resided  with  them ;  and  independen 
an  incipient  jealousy,  I  felt  displeased  that 
intercourse  should  be  interrupted  by  a  stranj 
presence.  On  reaching  the  gate  that  opene< 
the  parterre,  I  alighted,  and  walking  up  the  i 
known  spot,  stopped  at  a  glass  door  that  op< 
into  the  reception  room. 

Mr.  Arnheim  sat  reclining  back  in  his  i 
que  chair ;  the  evening  light  falling  on  his  : 
threw  it  out  in  full  relief,  and  I  started  as  I 
covered  its  ghastly  expression.  Leaning 
him  like  a  ministering  spirit,  was  Clara, 
fulness  of  her  youth  and  beauty  contrac 
strongly  with  the  sad  old  man's  faded  strei 
While  with  passionate  admiration  I  gazed  on 
I  perceived  by  her  directing  some  coffee  intc 
hand  that  his  sight  was  quite  gone.  Affectc 
what  I  saw,  a  sigh  escaped  me.  Clara  spi 
forward,  exclaiming, 

''ItisFreviller' 
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'^ectionately  embracing  me^  she  led  me  for- 

^^  to  Mr.  Arnheim,  who  expressed  pleasure  at 

'^y  arriTal,  and  strove  to  cheer  me  by  measuring 

^y  height  with* his  hands,  and  feeling  my  beard 

*^d  whiskers ;  but  my  heart  was  oppressed  by 

^tuessing  the  change  in  his  appearance.     How- 

^^y  I  experienced  satisfaction  on  learning  that 

^f.  Hilton  was  an  old  man  with  a  large  family, 

^^d,  for  the  time,  was   staying  at   Plinlimmon 

*^^3tle  with  a  Mr.  Aylsbury. 

The  latter  gentleman  was  a  fellow  of  Christ- 
church,  and  distinguished  no  less  for  his  abilities 
^an  the  stem  piety  of  his  life,  the  more  remark- 
^l>le  as  he  had  yet  hardly  reached  'the  prime  of 
■*^«nhood.  He  was  the  valued  friend  of  Lord 
-Plinlimmon,  and  through  that  means  he  became 
^^^uainted  with  the  Amheims,  and,  as  will  appear 
^*^  the  sequel,  was  regarded  at  the  Parsonage  with 
*^^lings  of  affection  and  esteem,  in  which,  how- 
^'^er,  I  at  first  by  no  means  participated. 

Again  established  at  Cader  Idris,  though  I 
^^^Nd  not  be  indifferent  to  Mr.  Amheim's  rapid 
^^nc,  my  days  passed  rapturously.  His  intel- 
*®ct  was  beginning  to  waver,  and  he  became  rest- 
'^•s  and  nervous,  except  when  in  the  open  air. 
Counted  on  his  old  pony,  with  Clara  and  me 
^^king  by  his  side,  he  would  ride  through  all 
^ose  scenes  his  darkened  vision  could  no  longer 
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distinguish,  but  on  which  his  memory  still  lo' 
to  dwell.  And  oh !  how  far  dearer  to  me  ¥f 
these  moonlight  scenes  and  wanderings,  than 
pomp,  and  glare,  and  flashing  of  artiflcial  life.  H 
frequently  have  I  returned  from  the  crow( 
saloons  of  fashion  without  a  wish  to  return 
them,  except  what  might  spring  from  lassitude 
habit.  Whereas,  in  the  days  of  my  bright 
enjoyments,  amidst  the  classic  scenes  of  It 
the  romantic  forests  of  Germany,  or  the  luzuri 
East,  there  was  not  a  pride  or  pleasure  I  wo 
not  have  gladly  forfeited  to  be  again  at  Ca 
Idris,  with  Clara  for  my  companion. 

Mr.  Amheim^s  illness  increased ;  and  he  beci 
solely  confined  to  his  apartment.     Mine  was 
quired  for  the  physician,  who  was  obliged  to  si 
in  the  house.   Consequently,  at  Clara^s  requ 
communicated  to  me  by  Mrs.  Waller,  a  pei 
who  from  having  been  nursery  governess  at 
Parsonage  then  acted  as  its  housekeeper^  I  t 
up  my  abode  with  Mr.  Alysbury.   This  was  n 
unfortunate,  for  I  experienced  a  mad  jealouff 
the  preference  I  fancied  Clara  showed  to  I 
and  in  our  constant  t^tes-^Mej  for  Mr.  Hilton 
seldom  with  us,  I  indulged  my  irritable  feeli 
by  upholding  Lord  Beletrieve  and  the  Cosmopc 
doctrines  which  were  abhorrent  to  his  pure 
manly  principles.    At  first  he  strove  to  argue 
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point,  bat,  with  boyish  petulance,  though  I  could 
oot  oontroYert  his  reasoning,  I  supported  Lord 
Bdetrieye's  false,  immoral  principles,  merely 
with  the  view  'of  annoying  him.  One  evening, 
he  rose  from  the  table,  and  sternly  said, 

*'Mr.  Deerhurst,  I  am  shocked  to  find  that 
joa  entertain  such  ideas.  As  a  clergyman,  I  am 
Dot  justified  in  listening  to  boasted  immoraUty; 
^y  I  request  that  in  future  you  will  not  press 
this  subject.'' 

After  this  rebuke,  he  seldom  remained  in  the 
'^m  with  me,  except  when  other  company  was 
Present.  This  not  only  mortified,  but  grieved 
^%  for  I  felt  that  I  was  in  the  wrong,  yet  was 
^  haughty  to  make  any  apol(^. 

Another  week,  and  Mr.  Amheim  was  released 
'^m  his  suffering,  and  in  all  directions  I  heard  of 
^l&ra's  afiBiction,  which  was  tempered,  however, 
^y  submission  to  the  will  of  Providence.  The 
^^ysieian  departed,  and  on  the  following  day  I 
^iKiarked  to  Mr.  Aylsbury,  at  breakfast. 

**I  conclude  I  may  now  return  to  the  Par- 
^^age,   and  no  longer  trespass  on  your  hospi- 

lie  laid  do^vn  his  paper  with  a  look  of  surprise, 
^dsaid, 

**  Mr.  Deerhurst,'^  do  you  forget  that  at  pre- 
^^^t  it  belongs  to  Mr.  Hilton,  who,  as  soon  as 
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the  last  respects  are  paid  to  the  decea 
inducted  into  the  living  ?  And  now,  if 
roe,  I  shall  acquaint  you  with  the  ar 
made  by  poor  Arnheim,  previously  to  y( 
and  if  any  of  them  are  hostile  to  yoi 
let  me  entreat  of  you  to  suppress  yc 
sion  of  anger,  for  I  cannot,  Mr.  Deerhi 
submit  to  them  patiently/' 

I  knitted  my  brow,  and  then,  in 
voice,  said, 

"  I  regret,  Mr.  Aylsbury,  that  you  s 
sider  this  caution  necessary •'* 

He  bowed  coldly,  saying,  "  You  are 
at  one  period,  Mr.  Arnheim  did  not  \ 
your  coming  hither  from  London.  I  wi 
at  the  time,  and  he  confided  his  sentim< 
He  apprehended  that  an  attachment 
formed  between  you  and  Clara,  which, 
causes,  he  considered  would  be  impru 
entertained  a  great  prejudice,  if  it  be  01 
near  relatives  marrying.  He  dreaded  CI 
in  the  army,  which  he  knew  must  be  yi 
sion,  and  his  mind  dwelt  on  all  the  misei 
your  mother,  Mrs.  Deerhurst^  had  bee 
Then  he  considered  you  both  too  pc 
placed  little  hopes  in  Sir  Roger's  wea 

Mr.  Aylsbury  paused  for  a  reply,  but 
much  agitated  to  speak.    Clara  must 
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^  why  her  father's  fears,  I  thought ;  and  the 
uitt  was  80  rapturous  that  I  could  not  dwell  on 
^  karriers  which  separated  us. 

Mr.  Aylsbury  continued,  **  You  must  remem- 

^i  Mr.  Deerhurst,  that  the  observations  I  am 

now  making  are  not  my  own  ;  and,  as  far  as  I  can 

f^Uect,  I  shall  repeat  the  words  of  our  departed 

fend.    'Freville,*  he   said,   *is   a  fine  spirited 

youth,  and,  had  his  education  been  attended  to, 

'  have  no  doubt  that  he  would  have    proved 

^  superior    person;    but   it   has    been  cruelly 

'^^lected.       Of   this,     however,    I    shall     not 

*Peak,  as  it  casts  a   reflection    on   his   father. 

^  it  is,  he  is  romantic,  generous,  and  a  great 

^^oarite  of  mine,  but  by  no  means  the  person  to 

^lom  I  would  entrust  Clara's  happiness.  Brought 

^p  in  retirement,  in  domestic  love,  and  strong 

^ligioos  faith,  and  possessed  of  the  finest  sensi- 

^ties,  she  will  place  all  her  best  affections  in  her 

b^band,  and  should  he  prove  unworthy,  she  w^ill 

"€  miserable,  more  particularly  if  his  religious 

^Qtiments  accord  not  with  her  own.     And  on 

^^cred  subjects  I  much  fear  Freville  thinks  too 

"S^itly;  however,  this  may  be  but  fancy,  or  the 

'^iJt  of  an  over  anxiety  about  my  beloved  child. 

^  feel,  Mr.  Aylsbury,  I  have  not  long  to  live,  and 

*•  I  would  by  no  means  speak  on  the  subject  to 

^^'^  who  I  well  know  would  respect  my  lightest 
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wish,  I  have  pressed  it  on  your  notice. 
Frerille  and  Clara  become  sincerely  at 
after  she  attains  the  age  of  one*and-twent 
other  respects  circumstances  admitted  ( 
union,  I  would  not  that  my  voice  rose  fir 
grave  to  interfere  with  their  happiness 
when  I  am  gone  you  will  be  her  guardii 
should  you  think  him  unworthy,  in  the  n 
that  God  whose  minister  you  are,  I  entreat 
to  respect  my  sentiments,  and  to  tell  her 
respects  my  memory  not  to  unite  hei 
Freville  Deerhurst." 

Again  Mr.  Aylsbury  paused.  In  atone 
with  passion  I  exclaimed, 

"  Mr.  Aylsbury,  do  you  mean  to  inter 
tween  me  and  my  cousin  ?'' 

"  That,'*  he  coldly  replied,  «  shall  deper 
circumstances.  As  this  evening  Mr.  Ar 
testament  is  to  be  read,  you  shall  then  ] 
that  I  am  invested  with  full  power  over  C 
she  is  of  age,  and  I  think  she  wants  net 
years  of  that  period.'* 

^'And  were  she  of  age,  and  I  indep 
would  you  give  your  consent  to  our  un 
vehemently  demanded. 

He  sternly  replied : — "  Never  while  yo 
of  being  the  imitator  of  Lord  Beletrieve,  1 
porter  of  the  Cosmopolite  system,  origini 
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i^  (fid  in  the  fatal  scepticism  which  was  the 
*ooroe  of  the  French  revolution^  shall  I  ever 
fODBcat  to  intrust  so  precious  a  charge  to  your 
care?' 

I  answered  furiously : — "  Mr.  Aylsbury,  I  am 
notdecrired;  there  could  be  but  one  motive  why 
Ifr.  Amheim  consigned  his  daughter  to  the  care 
of  10  young  a  man  as  you  are.'' 

"The  cause,'*  he  replied^  sternly,  "  rose  from 
^  want  of  a  nearer  friend,  and  this,  till  his 
nasoQ  faded,  caused  the  old  man  much  re- 
gret/' 

"Did  Lady  Plinlimnon  then  refuse  the  charge  ?" 
I  demanded,  petulantly. 

''  Mr.  Deerhurst,  it  is   right  that   so  near   a 

^tive  as  you  shoutd  be  satisfied  on  the  sub- 

j^  Lord  Plinlimmon's  eldest  son,  who  is  very 

^,  at  present  resides   with   his  family ;  and, 

moch  as  his  Lordship  admires  Clara,  he  would 

"^t  consider  her  a  match  for  his  heir,  and  he  be- 

Keves  it  impossible  that  his  son  should  be  in  the 

'iouse  with  her  and  not  be  captivated  ;  on  this 

^^unt  he  considered  it  his  duty  not  to  expose 

^ther  to  the  temptation.     At  present  Miss  Am- 

*^^  is  to  be  placed  under  the  care  of  my  step- 

Mother,  the  Dowager  Lady  Aylsbury,  and  in  a 

y^r,  or  thereabouts,  I  hope  to  have  a  home  to 

^er  that  will  in  every  respect    suit  her  taste. 
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wbere  noduoz  that  c&a  oonsUtute  her  ha|] 
shall  be  Qe^tected." 

I  strock  OUT  for^ieMi  vith  agooy ,  and  otl 
deep  ?Toazi. 

^'Then  yoa  reallr  lore  Clan?"  he  sui 
mild  tone. 

"  To  distraction,"  I  exdaimed,  **  beyc 
the  earth,  nay. — beyond  my  sonPs  salvatio 

He  shnddered,  and  was  going  to  reply 
Mr.  Hilton  entered,  and,  although  I  aftc 
made  several  attempts  to  renew  the  sabjed 
love,  he  always  evaded  it. 

In  his  will,  Mr.  Amheim  bequeathed 
a  legacy  of  one  hundred  pounds,  his  watch 
valuable  ring.  I  was  much  affected  by  thi 
of  his  regard ;  I  wished  to  decline  the  mo 
all  he  had  to  leave  Clara  only  amounted  t 
hundred  pounds ;  but  she  insisted  on  my 
ance  with  an  energy  that  set  denial  at  dt 
This,  however,  did  not  occur  till  several  da; 
the  opening  of  the  testament,  at  which  f 
not  attend. 

Preparations  were  being  made  for  her 
ture,  which  was  fixed  for  the  22nd  of  O 
Mr.  Aylsbury  and  Mrs.  Waller  were  to 
pany  her  to  Bath,  where  Lady  Aylsbury  i 
By  letters  I  received,  I  understood  that  tl 
Light    Infantry   were  under    orders    to 
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'^ness  to  join  the  service  companies  then  in 

'Valta.  Thus  in  a  few  days  I  should  be  separated 

^ni  Clara,  perhaps,  for  ever !  and  even  during 

^at  short  interval  I  had  no  opportunity  of  speak- 

^S  to  her,  for  Mrs,  Waller  had  positively  refused 

^J  entreaties  to  let  me  see  her,  nay,    even  to 

1^  any  messages,   excusing  herself  by    saying, 

''Indeed,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  it  is  cruel  in  you  from 

^y  selfish  motives  to  wish  to  aggravate   Miss 

Arnheim's  deep  affliction  for  her  father,  and  her 

'^^ret  at  leaving  the  Parsonage,  the  happy  home 

^Uch  she  is  now  quitting  to  live   among  total 

strangers,  for  even  I  am  not  to  continue  with  her 

at  Lady  Aylsbury's,  but  return  to   a  situation 

Mr.  Aylsbury  has  given  me  in  the  castle/* 

Still   I   hovered  about  the  house,  and  in  my 

frensy  —  for  my   passions   almost   amounted  to 

''iadncss — ^would  have  forced  myself  into  her  pre- 

*^ce ;  but  Mr.  Hilton  and  Mr.  Aylsbury  were 

^^^mally  at  the  Parsonage,  making  arrangements 

^bout  papers,  furniture,  stock,  &c.    All  these,  in 

^e  excited  state  of   my  mind,  appeared  such 

^'iflcs,  that  I  felt  a  contempt  for  those  who  could 

^^ote  their  time,  or  take  any  interest  in  them. 

*^  grieved  me,  too,  to  see  Mr.  Hilton  occupy  the 

^tique  velvet  chair,  once  so  exclusively  Mr.  Am- 

^^im's,  and  sit  at  his  desk,  and  take  quiet  and 

^^concemed  possession  of  all  the  household  gods 
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of  the  Parsonage,  so  associated  in  my  mem 
with  the  departed^  and  which  in  my  enthusiasi 
considered  as  nearly  sacred.  But  when  on  Si 
day  I  saw  him  mount  the  old  pony,  and  ride 
churchy  I  felt  an  impulse  to  rush  forward  i 
drag  him  off. 

Unable  to  assume  any  composure,  I  no  Iodj 
attended  Mr.  Aylsbury's  hours,  but  continv 
wandering  through  every  scene  which  I  had  risii 
with  Clara.  The  result  of  such  constant  ezd 
ment  was  a  slow  fever ;  I  grew  fearfully  thin  a 
haggard,  could  find  no  rest,  and  my  appetite  ^ 
gone.  At  this  period  I  must  do  Mr.  Aylsbury  < 
justice  to  say,  that  nothing  could  exceed  his  kh 
ness.  Whenever  I  chose  to  return  to  the  caatl* 
found  a  dinner  in  readiness,  and  every  attend 
was  paid  to  me ;  and  frequently  he  entered  ii 
my  apartment,  and  strove  to  win  me  into  con^ 
sation.  But,  oppressed  with  the  idea  of  bis  be 
engaged  to  Clara,  I  either  preserved  a  sol 
silence,  or  gave  abrupt  unmeaning  answers. 

It  was  the  19th  of  October,  I  sat  at 
breakfast-table  with  Mr.  Aylsbury,  for  I  felt 
weak  and  languid  to  pursue  my  wanderings.  ( 
ther  spoke ;  and  to  avoid  conversation  we  afiisc 
to  be  engaged  reading  the  papers,  when  a  aerv 
entered  with  a  note  —  it  was  from  Clara,  sa^ 
^^^Dear  Freville,  I  purpose  dining  below  at 
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oiTow  for  the  first  time  since  we  last  met, 
oe  then  hope  for  the  pleasure  of  your 
any.  Tou  shall  find  me  composed^  and  I 
that,  for  my  sake,  you  will  be  cheerful  at 
fobably  our  last,  meeting  in  the  dear  Par- 
'«  Waller  says  you  were  very  solicitous  to 
.  I  regret  she  did  not  acquaint  me  of  this 
as  it  would  have  afibrded  me  pleasure;  for 
rerille,  you  are  my  nearest,  I  may  say,  my 
lative/' 

short  note  filled  me  with  rapture :  I 
;ain  to  see  Clara,  and  that  at  her  own 
;;  it  was  owing  to  the  interference  of 
we  had  been  so  long  separated ;  and  she 
x)gnised  me  as  her  nearest  relative  !  I  was 
ig  away  to  write  my  answer,  when  Mr. 
ry  said,  '^  Mr.  Deerhurst,  I  conclude  that 
iirom  Mr.  Hilton,  to  invite  you  to  dinner 
arsday.     I  have  just  received  an   invita- 

it  from  Mr.  Hilton,^'  I  answered,  coldly, 
rom  Clara.^' 

1 1  that  is  right,''  he  replied,  with  vivacity, 
things  she  has  good  taste,  under  any  cir- 
mces  she  considers  the  feelings  of  others, 
sssed  it  would  afflict  you  to  dine  at  the  Par- 
as the  guest  of  another ;  nor  do  I  wonder, 
I  to  myself,  a  comparative  stranger,  it  is  a 
triaL'' 


was  announced,  and 

Hilton  were  there  oi 

merely  bowed,  and  co 

Mr.  Aylsbury  rose,  j 

carelessly :  "  I  hope, ; 

consider  this  fire  too 

growbg  cold."   She  i 

when,  springing  forwai 

an  exclamation  of  sorroi 

but  her  lips  quivered,  ti 

for  a  moment,  dyeing  h< 

brightest  hue.    Mr.  A 

look  of  displeasure,  dr. 

lead  her  to  the  dining-r. 

aroused  my  jealousy;  ] 

press  her  hand,  and  tl 

eyes  I  so  passionately  ] 

look  of  unutterable  gratit 
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It  it  rendered  his  absence  more  observa- 
jrew  suddenly  pale^  but  struggling  to 
ler  emotion^  forced  a  smile,  and  then 

Hilton,  would  he  take  some  fish.     He 
and  though  not  much  given  to  wine, 

a  bumper.  The  next  moment  she 
deep  sigh,  and  would  have  fiedlen,  had 
fisbury,  who  anxiously  watched,  started 
ipporting  herfiEdnting  form  in  his  arms, 
out  of  the  room.  I  would  have  rushed 
fuming  towards  me,  in  a  commanding 
aid: 
eerhurst,  she  must  not  be  agitated ;  I 

to  consign  her  to  the  care  of  Waller, 
turn  presently.^' 

lings  of  disappointment  and  jealousy 
lignant,  that  I  perfectly  hated  him,  and 
led  to  my  seat,  breathed  a  curse  against 
isness. 

ibury  returned,  and  proposed  walking 
the  village;  Mr.  Hilton  started  up  to 

In  a  decided  voice,  I  said : 

remain  till  Miss  Amheim  awakes.     I 
1  to  say,  and  may  not  again,  at  least 
ime,  have  an  opportunity/' 
ilton  stared  with  his  great  grey  eyes 
is  spectacles,  as  if  surprised  at  my  pre- 

I 


not  be    interrupted,"  so  saying 
house,  accompanied  by  Mr.  llilt 
For  some  time  I  strolled  thro 
but  my  impatience  could  not 
entered  the  drawing-room^  and 
couch  where  Clara  slept.     He: 
robe  contrasted  beautifully  with 
but  rendered  her  complexion  t 
she  lay  there  in  perfect  repose^ 
dark  lashes  and  brows,  she  n 
taken  for  a  statue.    It  were  a 
account  for  our  impulses,  but 
least  from  my  own  experience 
mind  is  excited  by  any  violen 
particularly  of  grief  or  love,  th 
disposition  to  superstition:  as 
that  pale  form  of  feminine  lov 
flashed  on  my  soul,  that  she 
survive !     Yielding  to  it,  I  fell 

with  A  apnfimoT**' rk^  »*^*»^'*'**"  •-''•' -^ 
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^*  Lie  down  again,  Clara,  and  resV  I  exclaimed, 
^  a  husky  voice,  "  and  I  will  watch  by  you  as  I 
^^  wont  to  do  in  the  days  of  our  childhood. 
Oh!  Clara,  even  then,  when  instinct  alone  guided 
^c,  my  greatest  bliss  was  to  sit  by  your  cradle, 
^d  rock  it ;  and  those  dear  friends,  now  departed, 
^itiiled  to  see  and  encourage  our  infant  love ;  and 
^ow  that  we  are  thrown,  as  I  may  say,  alone 
00  this  heartless  world,  should  we  not  console 
^d  support  each  other  ^^ 

"Most  certainly,  Freville,  as  far  as  circum- 
•ta«5es  admit ;  but  why  agitate  yourself? — what 
^  your  sorrow  to  mine  ?  Yet  I  try  to  command 
it;^  as  she  spoke  she  leant  her  head  against  my 
dioolder,  and  wept  bitterly;  then,  raising  herself, 
^ntinucd :  "  How  grateful  I  ought  to  be  towards 
you  all,  for  being  so  indulgent  and  considerate. 
1  thought  to  have  shown  more  strength  of  mind  ; 
fctttohl  it  is  so  hard  to  forget  those  we  loved  \" 
•"id  again  she  wept,  adding,  *^the  sitting  up  so 
'^y  nights,  and  want  of  appetite,  have  shaken 
"'y  nerves ;  but  have  patience  with  me  for  a  few 
^yi,  and  I  shall  be  again  myself.'* 

''Lean  your  head  against  my  shoulder  once 

**^  dear  Clara,'*  I   cried.      "Oh!   that  you 

^^d  take  me  to  be  your  safe-guard  and  support 

through  all  the  trials  of  life  V' 

^rom  agitation  my  speech  was  inarticulate.     I 

I  2 
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do  not  think  that  she  comprehended  me^  i 
clasping  her  hands  together^  she  exclaimed: 

"No— no;  nothing  can  ever  compensate  tt 
for  the  loss  of  my  father — my  kind,  indulge!^ 
father! — ^for  years  my  companion — my  friend-^ 
my  guide!  And  now  we  are,  in  this  world 
separated  for  ever  V'  and  she  gave  vent  to  • 
burst  of  passionate  sorrow. 

Shocked  at  a  vehemence  so  unlike  her  usua 
gentleness,  and  which  convulsed  her  whole  franu 
I  sat  beside  her,  and  soothingly  spoke  of  hi 
broken  health,  loss  of  vision,  and  the  still  saddc 
fact  that  his  intellects  were  fading,^representii) 
what  a  burthen  he  must  have  become. 

"  Speak  not  in  that  way,  Freville,'*  she  into 
rupted,  "say  that  he  has  been  translated  t 
Heaven,  and  then,  through  the  inspiration  < 
religion,  I  shall  find  comfort ;  but  talk  not  of  h 
being  a  burthen  to  me,  for  much  as  I  moumc 
over  his  debilitated  frame,  a  thousand  tinn 
would  I  rather  have  him  here,  than  lying  i 
his  cold  grave.  In  this  very  room,  even  siiK 
he  lost  his  sight,  how  many  cheerful  evenin{ 
have  we  not  spent  together  1 — ^but  now,  sigh 
hearing,  speech,  knowledge,  all  are  gone !  01 
my  God !  teach  me  to  support  this  bitter  sorrov 
and  not  to  murmur  at  thy  will!"  and  flingin 
herself  on  her  knees,  she  buried  her  face  in  tb 
pillow. 


THB  DBBRHUR8TS.  173 

i  did  not  yentore  to  interrupt  her;  in  about 
^D  minutes  she  arose^  looking  greatly  exhausted. 
I  sat  down  on  the  couch  beside  her ;  in  a  languid 
^ce  she  said : 

^'Freville^  from  our  intimate  friendship,  I  can 
indulge  my  feelings  unrestrained  before  you,  and 
it  affords  relief.  Waller^  though  so  kind,  still 
acts  the  governess,  and  would  chide  away  my 
sorrow;  before  Mr.  Aylsbury^s  superior  intellect, 
1  blosh  to  betray  the  weakness  of  my  soul ;  and 
Mr.  Hilton,  though  meaning  well,  seems  to  con- 
aider  that  in  offering  me  an  asylum  here,  he  wipes 
off  all  tears.  Alas !  that  the  Parsonage  should 
pass  into  the  hands  of  the  stranger,  and  I  its  best 
lidoTed,  be  but  a  dependant  in  the  house  so  long 
tty  own !  Frerille,  I  do  not  think  the  heart  of 
nun  can  fuUy  comprehend  the  desolation  of  a 
woman  when  deprived  of  a  fi^ther's  or  husband's 
'^pport— I  speak  not  this  in  repining,  or  in 
disbelief  of  human  virtue, — fer  firom  it;  I  know 
^t  I  possess  many  sincere  and  amiable  friends, 
'^y  to  receive  and  console  me ;  but  they  shall 
^  be  my  anchor.  In  this  solemn  season  I  recol- 
'^  my  father's  advice,  often  impressed  on  my 
^d,  to  seek  my  hope  in  heaven." 

She  continued  to  converse  in  this  manner  for 
^ine  time.  Her  sentiments  I  could  not  but 
approve,  though  burning  with  impatience  to  speak 


"  Yes  !  1  knew  her  intimately 
Bath  ;  slie  is  a  relation  of  Lady  I 
her  Ladyship  wrote  to  her,  to  pa; 
and  myself  every  attention.'^ 

**  And,  Clara,  is  she  a  person  y* 
whom  you  expect  to  be  happy  P 

**  I  will  not  deceive  you,  Frei 
Lady  Aylsbury  is  one  of  the  he 
to  be  met  with  in  Bath,  or,  as  I  a 
great  town — you  know  my  own  ex 
limited.    She  is  respectable,  froi 
good  fortune,  a  high  position,  ai 
never  outraged  morals ;  but  is  a 
mon-place  habits  and  manners, 
of  my  poor  fiither  having  refused 
company  him  to  London,   whei 
the  oculist,  who  was  to  perform  a 
his   eyes,    I    spent  the  month 
with  Lady  Aylsbury,  and  thus 
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Affectation.  Devoted  to  going  out^  which  she 
terms  pleasure — though  my  heart  was  actually 
breaking  with  thinking  of  my  beloved  parent's 
sufferings  and  danger,  she  insisted  on  my  accom- 
panying her  to  parties — for  she  devotes  every 
evening  to  cards ; — and  when  I  timidly  ventured 
tosay, 'Lady  Aylsbury,  in  the  present  state  of 
my  spirits,  I  am  unequal  to  society,  and  under 
any  circumstances  would  prefer  retirement,'  she 
would  answer : — *  Nonsense  !  nonsense ! — in  the 
first  place  what  have  you  to  grieve  at  ?  Is  it  the 
illness  of  a  half-blind  old  man,  who,  if  he  lives,  will 
be  a  burthen  to  you  and  to  himself?  His  living 
may  indeed  be  a  loss,  for  two  or  three  hundred  a 
year  is  better  than  nothing ;  but  then  if  you  cheer 
QP)  and  dress  well,  while  with  me  you  have  an 
opportanity  of  making  conquests. — I  never  saw  a 
girl  more  likely  to  marry  well,  for  all  that  romance 
^d  nonsense,  like  yours,  goes  down  with  men/ 
Then  when  wounded  by  her  harshness,  the 
tears  rushed  to  my  eyes,  she  would  add,  *  Well, 
^ell,  you  are  oflFended  at  my  candour ;  but  I 
•aaure  you.  Miss  Amheim,  all  your  sighs  and  fine 
sentiments  are  out  of  fashion !  and  so  they  ought 
^^  for  every  one  must  die,  and  if  the  living  go 
®^  grieving  for  the  dead,  there  will  be  no  end  to 
^^ble,  I  can  answer  for  myself :  though  I  lost 
^y  husband  and  two  children,  no  one  ever  saw 
^e  shed  a  tear/     Freville,  if  such  are  Lady 


she  would  consider  n 
"  And  is  it  possible 
cile   your  mind   to   ] 
being  ?*' 

*' Alas  P^  she  repliet 
tive:  her  inviting  me  1 
is  a  generous  act,  for  i 
fill.  Ifshehadnotir 
know  what  would  hav 
departed  mother,  I  mi 
world/^ 

^^OhP>  I  exclaime 
before  her,  « consent 
Supported  by  the  blesj 
culty  I  could  not  sur 
exclaimed,  as  she  woul 
demand  a  promise,  an 
performed  tiU  Sir  Rogi 
even  then  if  I  am  no 

WOldd  nerifth  Kv  ^k^  -«- 
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her  hand,  yehemently  exclaiming,  *^  Tou  that  are 

90  good,  80  pious,  pause  ere  you  refuse.  Remem- 
ber, I  warn  you :  my  fate,  nay,  my  immortal  soul 
is  in  your  keeping,  Clara.  A  word  from  you  may 
saye  or  condemn  me — say  you  will  be  mine,  and 
iBOiiId  my  future  conduct,  nay,  my  thoughts  to 
your  wishes/' 

^Riae,''  she  answered  in  a  stem  tone,  and 
looking  displeased.  ^^  I  know  not  what  effect  this 
violence  might  have  on  others;  but,  Freville,  it 
Ittiena  my  love,  and  destroys  my  confidence." 

I  was  too  much  agitated  to  speak,  but  I  struck 
my  head  with  violence,  and  would  have  fled ; 
gently  detaining  me,  in  soft  accents  she  cried : 

"  Forgive  me,  if  I  have  been  too  severe ;  but 
kmng  you  as  an  only  brother,  a  declaration  of 
ptssion  sent  a  shudder  through  my  soul.  Oh ! 
freville,  waive  the  subject  for  ever,  and  be  my 
friend." 

I  tamed  away  my  head,  and  she  continued : 

^Freville,  my  present  glorious  hope  is  the  high 
°^  of  heaven,  the  ri^d  fingers  of  death  have 
^Q^preased  on  my  heart  the  fleetness  and  uncer- 
^ty  of  human  happiness.  Pray  to  Ood  to 
'^'^Qgthen  me  in  these  holy  thoughts :  for  mark 
^^  Freville,  my  sojourn  on  earth  will  not  be 
*^^f  saying  these  words  she  rushed  firom  the 
•Ptttmcnt 

I  3 
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Next  morning  I  learned  Clara  was  so  ill  as  i 
require  a  physician,  who  pronounced  that  she  wB 
threatened  with  brain  fever^  the  result  of  ot^ 
excitement. 

Any  description  of  my  despair^  as  I  reflectec 
that  I  was  the  cause,  and  admitted  the  probabilit] 
of  her  death,  must  fall  short  of  my  sufferings 
Recollecting  her  regret  at  the  declaration  of  m; 
passion,  in  my  distraction  I  stooped  to  a  subtei 
fuge.  Oh  heaven !  could  I  have  then  foreseen  th 
future  evil  to  which  my  deviation  from  the  tmt 
was  to  lead,  sooner  would  I  have  submitted  to  tb 
most  painful  death;  but  impulse,  not  principl 
has  ever  been  my  guide.  While  my  heart  throbbe 
to  bursting,  while  drops  of  agony  rolled  down  in 
forehead,  and  my  hand  trembled  till  I  coul 
scarcely  direct  my  pen,  in  words  as  calm  i 
they  were  false  I  addressed  her  with  a  solem 
assurance  that  I  entertained  towards  her  i 
warmer  sentiment,  but  that  of  an  affectiona) 
brother ;  nay,  to  give  a  colour  to  the  damning  li 
insinuated  that  my  heart  was  devoted  to  Aiglii 
Tennant ;  but,  that  I  would  willingly  have  sacr 
ficed  my  own  views  to  save  her,  the  child  of  hh 
to  whom  I  owed  so  much  from  infancy.  The  poi 
soul  of  Clara,  incapable  of  hypocrisy,  doobte 
not  my  word. 

A  week  passed  and  I  received  no  answer;  bn 
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though  Mr.  Aylsbury  and  I  scarcely  spoke^  pity- 
ujg  my  anguish,  he  hourly  sent  me  word  of  her 
progress,  till  all  danger  was  past.  In  this  state 
I  was  to  join  my  corps  the  following  week. 
They  were  imder  orders  for  immediate  embarka- 
tion. So,  again,  I  wrote  to  Clara,  entreating 
her  to  grant  me  a  last  interview,  and  the  words  of 
this  letter  too  were  calm.  But  who  can  sound  the 
<]^ths  of  the  human  heart  ?  Well,  she  could  not 
write  from  very  weakness^  but  she  sent  Waller  to 
desire  that  I  would  spend  the  following  evening 
with  her,  and  as  Waller  had  known  me  from 
io&ncy,  and  enjoyed  Clara's  confidence,  I  began 
reiterating  to  her  the  insinuation  of  my  love  for 
AigKne. 

It  was  on  a  Sunday  evening  that  I  went  to  take 
leave  of  Clara;  she  lay  on  a  couch  placed  near 
*  window  which  commanded  an  extensive  view 
l>omided  by  Cader  Idris.  She  was  very  thin  and 
P^e^but  lovely  as  a  Madonna.  I  tried  to  be 
imposed ;  but  when  I  saw  around  the  toys  of  our 
^ildhood,  our  books,  the  little  cradle  in  which 
I  had  rocked  her,  and  the  tiny  yacht  she  so 
•dmired — I  was  quite  unmanned,  and  tears  started 
to  my  eyes.  She  did  not  perceive  them,  for, 
Probably,  affected  by  the  same  recollections,  she 
^  buried  her  face  on  the  pillow.  Waller 
^'^tcred  with  coffee  and  a  tray  covered  with  fruit 
^d  sweetmeats. 
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"  See,  Freville/'  said  Clara  cheerfully,  « ill  aa 
was,  I  did  not  forget  the  old  habit  of  celebratu 
events  by  a  little /<^/e.'^ 

I  tried  to  smile  and  partake  of  them,  but  vc 
emotions  were  too  powerful.  I  allude  to  thes 
circumstances^  apparently  so  trivial,  because  the 
serve  to  show  the  purity  and  simplidty  of  he 
habits,  after^vards  so  cruelly  misconstrued.  Aftc 
a  while  we  became  more  composed,  and  a 
none  of  us  could  partake  of  the  delicacies,  si 
desired  Waller  to  pack  them  for  me  in  a  baske 
Though  I  smiled  at  the  idea  of  a  young  offici 
travelling  with  sweetmeats,  I  would  not  mortil 
her  by  a  refusal;  she  then  presented  to  me 
locket  with  her  hair,  and  a  very  handsome  writi] 
desk. 

"And  here,  Freville,^*  she  added,  "as  til 
Tennants  have  been  so  kind  to  you,  bear  tit 
parcel  to  your  beautiful  Aigline,  with  my  kindc 
regards,  and  say,  I  hope  at  some  future  period 
claim  her  acquaintance  and  friendship  as  a  sistei 

I  coloured   with  vexation  at   her  having 
readily  received  the  false  impression ;  but  eith 
not  noticing  my  agitation  or  imputing  it  to  soi 
other  motive,  she  continued : 

^^  It  is  valuable  Lisle  and  Brussels  laoe  whi 
Lady  Plinlimmon  sent  me;  as  I  have  a  la 
mourning,  do  oblige  me  by  taking  it  to  Miss  Te 
nant*' 
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I  vas  going  to  reply,  and  probably  would  have 
I'^yed  myself^but  the  physician  entered,  hastily 

^'Can  it  be  possible  my  patient  is  still  up  ?  I 
must  be  very  angry,  particularly  with  you,  Mrs. 
Waller,  who  should  have  been  more  attentive  to 
"ay  instructions.'' 

She  apologized  by  saying,  that  I  was  going  off 
neit  morning  to  Malta,  and  that  Miss  Amheim 
^hed  to  prolong  our  interview. 

*^Hcm!''  he  drily  replied,  "the  very  reason 
why  you  should  have  shortened  it;  but  Mr. 
Deerharst  is  too  reasonable  to  injure  the  health 
of  his  fair  cousin,  so  must  now  bid  good  night — 
^  the  shorter  the  adieus  the  better.'' 

There  was  no  resisting  this  command,  while 
"^y  very  heart  quivered  at  the  agony  of  parting. 
^  vofle,  and  took  Clara's  hand,  but  could  not  utter 
Aword;  with  all  the  nmveti  of  her  pure  nature, 
she  laid  hers  on  my  shoulder,  affectionately  kissed 
^%  and  sobbed  out, 

*  God  bless  you,  my  own  dear  cousin  Freville." 

/  pressed  her  convulsively  in  my  arms,  and 

*^oat  speaking,   rushed  from  the  apartment. 

^t  day,  after  taking    a    polite   leave  of  Mr. 

^l^bury,    I  quitted  for  ever  the  beloved  scenes 

Cader  Idris  and  the  Parsonage,  and  proceeded 

tay  rapid  route  to  London. 


i..-i;.k 


CHAPTER  XII. 


It  was  on  the  fifth  of  Noyember  that  I  ai 
in  London,  and  nothing  could  appear  more  dea 
and  triste  than  that  great  city.  The  shor 
had  closed  in^  but  as  I  had  so  many  prepan 
to  engage  my  attention,  on  the  following  mo 
after  partaking  of  some  refreshments  I  dro 
to  the  Tennants'.  The  hall,  as  usual,  was  i 
antly  Ughted.  I  sprung  from  the  carriage 
entered  with  the  familiarity  of  an  old  friend, 
the  servants  told  me  Mr.  Tennant  was  from  I 
and,  for  the  last  week,  Miss  Tennant  had 
confined  to  her  apartment  by  a  cold.  This 
severe  disappointment.  To  depart  from  En 
without  bidding  Aigline  adieuseemed  impossil 


urio 
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'^w  moments  the  servant  returned  with  an  answer : 

^t  Was  a  request  that  I  would  adjourn  to  the  music- 

'^H)!!!  where  she  would  soon  join  me.    Although 

I  did  not  experience  the  deep  emotion  I  always  felt 

^  the  prospect  of  seeing  Clara^  I  was  a  good  deal 

ttdted,  and  waited  impatiently  for  her  entrance. 

She  had  retired  to  rest^  but  hurried  on  a  loose 

i&oming  robe,  and  as  her  hair  was  folded  up^  still 

retained  her  night-cap.  Neither  painting  nor  poetry 

oottld  do  justice  to  Aigline's  exquisite  loveliness^ 

tt  panting  firom  haste  she  rushed  into  the  room 

exclaiming,  <'  Oh !  Freville,  I  was  afraid  you  might 

liot  have  leisure  to  wait,  and  I  am  so  happy  to  see 

you  again,  and  have  so  much  to  relate.*'   The  ser- 

^t  now  brought  in  lights,  for  before  there  was 

I'^t  a  solitary  lamp;    and    we  were  left  alone. 

I  know  not  how  it  occurred,  our  intercourse  for 

1^^  had  been  so  intimate — the  intimacy  com- 

ii^nced  in  childhood — but  we  both  felt  abashedand 

itmamed  silent ;  at  length  she  said :  ^^  Freville, 

y^  are  looking  miserably  ill.  Is  anything  the  mat- 

^^    I   spoke  of  my  uncle's   death,   and   my 

"^P^tion  from  Clara.    She  sighed,  and  emphati- 

^y  said ;  "  Loving  her  as  you  do,  how  can  you 

•*^dure  this  parting,   uncertain   when    you  will 

""^t  again  r^' 

I  replied,  **  Aigline,  we  are  beings  of  a  strange 
"*y«terious  destiny ;  the  heart  which  struggles  with 


was  another  pause,  and  then 
'^  And  yet  I   euvy  you  both 
sincerely  attached  to  any  on 
stand  alone  in  the  world.'^ 
.  To  cheer  a  dejection  so  ui 
spirits,  and  which  I  imputed  U 
of  gaiety  I  cried,    ^Aigline, 
the  gaUant  Lord  Beletrieve  P'- 
She  started  up,  and  claspL 
claimed :  ^'  Speak  not  of  the  n: 
he  was  my  destiny,  and  thai 
Uttering  these  words  she  flung 
of  distraction,   that    perfectly 
the  couch.    I  waited  till  the  fin 
passion  passed  off,  and  then  sitti 
entreated  she  would  acquaint  m< 
such  agitation. 

She  replied,  ''  Tou  say  that 
morrow  you  depart  firom  Engla 
we  nevftr  m^Af  owo?»%  ^'      oi : 
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onhappnew,   for    indeed,   Freville,    I  am  very 

wretchei*' 
^And  why  not  now?  Aigline/^  I  exclaimed,  as 

I  nt  beside  her  and  pressed  her  hand  within 
oine.  Here  we  are  alone — ^with  no  fear  of  inter- 
raptioiu'* 

She  withdrew  her  hand  in  confusion,  again 
sigiied,  and  then  in  a  hurried  accent  exclaimed, 
"Itu  a  very  late  hour,  my  father  is  firom  home, 
i&d  not  even  acquainted  with  your  arrival ;  latterly, 
more  than  once,  he  has  accused  me  of  being 
{iddy,  perhaps  with  too  much  cause.  Come  to- 
iDorrow,  Freville,  and  I  shall  my  tale  unfold/'  So 
ttyiog,  in  spite  of  my  efforts  to  detain  her  she  ran 
out  of  the  room. 

On  the  following  day  I  had  so  much  to  do,  that 
Mr.  Tennant's  dinner  was  nearly  over  when  I 
•rtved;  however  he  received  me  and  my  apo- 
copes with  his  usual  affectionate  politeness,  and 
Aigline  said  she  b^an  to  fear  that  I  had  forgotten 
07  engagement.  After  the  fuss  of  re-ordering  the 
•^  &c.,  was  over,  I  observed  with  regret 
**t  both  Aigline  and  Mr.  Tennant  looked  very 
^  There  was  something  forced  in  their  cheerful- 
^;  and  their  manner  to  each  other,  which  was 
^t  to  be  so  playful  and  engaging,  appeared 
'^^ned.  All  this  gave  me  uneasiness^  and  I 
^^nsly  longed  for  an  explanation.    When  the 
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dessert  was  laid  on  the  table^  after  hastily  six 
ing  a  few  glasses  of  wine,  Mr.  Tennant  ro: 
ing,  '^  Freville^  I  have  an  engagement  whic 
not  be  postponed ;  however,  I  shall  retur 
couple  of  hours  to  join  you  and  Aigline  at  s 
Cheer  up,  my  love/^  he  said  tenderly  stoopu 
,  her,  and  pressing  his  lips  to  her  forehead 

started  up,  threw  her  arms  round  his  ne 
kissing  him  affectionately,  called  out,  ^  O 
dear,  dear  father."  He  returned  her  embn 
darted  off. 

"  Let  us  adjourn  to  the  music-room,  Ai 
I  cried.  "  Something  has  happened  to  renc 
unhappy.    Am  I  to  be  denied  your  confid€ 

"  Oh  !  no,"  she  replied,  *  my  heart  is  brea 
tell  you  all  that  has  occurred  since  you  left 
and  unable  to  proceed  she  burst  into  te 
pressed  her  to  take  a  glass  of  wine,  and  tb 
her  to  the  music-room ;  but  she  appeared 
tated,  that  to  relieve  her,  I  began  to  talk  oi 
banding  her  the  parcel  of  lace ;— this  b 
desired  effect.  Without  looking  at  the  la 
expressed  her  gratitude,  asking  me  nu 
questions.  When  I  mentioned  that  CUu 
going  to  reside  with  Lady  Aylsbury,  ai 
r^et  on  the  occasion,  she  replied  sadly, 
not  a  strange  fact  that  every  thing  in  this 
goes  contrary  to  our  wishes  ?   There  is  Mil 
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li^,  who  would  prefer  retirement,  going  to  be 
laooched  into  fashionable  life,  under  the  auspices 
of  one  of  its  highest  members;  for  though  Lady 
Ajlsbory  is  in  herself  nothing  remarkable,  she 
l^ngs  to  the  Plinlimmon  party,  and  that  is  suf- 
ficient to  ensure  her  consequence ;  and,  here  am  I, 
tho  sacrificed  so  much  to  please  the  Beletrieve 
«et--drivcn  in  disgrace  from  their  society — dis- 
p9ced  because  I  cannot  eopy  their  vices/' 

It  was  long  before  I  could  persuade  her  to  be 
more  explicit.  At  length,  afler  having  obtained 
from  me  a  solemn  promise  of  secresy,  and  that 
1  would  not  resent  the  insult  she  had  received, 
in  burried  accents  she  said :  ^^  Freville,  the  subject 
ii  so  exciting  to  my  temper  that  I  must  be  brief 
in  my  recital.  In  pity^s  sake  do  not  interrupt 
>B^  as  I  dread  that  my  father  may  return  before 
I  have  told  you  what  I  wish  to  confide  to  you/'  I 
pnnmsed  all  she  requested,  and  with  much  agita- 
tion she  began : 

''Freville,  for  about  a  month  after  you  left 
^ndoD,  things  went  on  much  as  usual;  I  was 
^^onstantly  engaged  in  a  round  of  fashionable 
•OiQaements,  chaperoned  not  only  by  Lady 
''•instown,  but  by  other  ladies  of  even  higher 
^^]  in  short,  I  was  all  the  rs^e.  And  now  that 
°*y  sun  is  set,  I  may  admit  the  proud  truth  of 
'^g  a  belle/'  She  sighed  deeply.  *^  One  drawback 


ing  the  old  man  off.     I 
elbow  in  the  set,  until 
then  when  I  got  to  th 
him  ready  to  receiye  t 
leant  over  the  piano  tc 
if  it  was  the  harp^   he 
panyingme;  and  when, 
too   difficult,    he  woulc 
with  his  foot.   Freville, 
vivacity    of   my    tempi 
provoked  that   I  woul< 
by  being  actually  rude 
with  his  usual  calmness 
fore  him  by  one  of  his  t 
or  he  would  say^  ^Aigh 
tations,   so  let  me   assi 
despise  me,   that  I  am 
all    your   present  conse< 
Freville,  at  other  times 
when  T  uro©  ••■  ♦t-*-  ~:-- 
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^  A  month  passed  thas.  His  Lordship  was  then 
confined  to  his  apartment  by  the  gout.  To  disguise 
the  painful  £etct,  his  domestics^  as  usual,  reported 
fliathe  had  retired  to  the  country.  Oh  vanity ! 
that  mortal  would  despise  your  power,  when 
(Ten  the  tortures  of  disease  are  secondary  to  your 
influence  ?  But,  Freville,  you  look  impatient — 
bow  then,  that  removed  from  the  Beletrieve's 
engrossing  attentions,  I  made  a  conquest  of  Sir 
Henry  Lyndmere ;  you  have  met  him  at  Lady 
Hainstown's,  so  no  need  of  description.  My 
&ther  was  in  perfect  delight  when  he  proposed,  for 
though  inferior  in  rank  and  fortune  to  Lord  Chan- 
cdey,m  every  other  respect  he  was  far  preferable. 
I  looked  forward  to  my  nuptials  with  a  composed 
hot  rational — most  rational,  expectation  of  happi- 
ness. Henry  Lyndmere,  a  man  of  great  refine- 
n^t,  and  who  passionately  loved  me,  proclaimed 
his  good  fortune :  all  seemed  prosperous,  when 
I^rd  Beletrieve,  by  anonymous  letters,  cruel 
representations,  smiles,  sneers,  shrugs,  and  the 
^est  insinuations,  cast  the  foulest  calumnies 
^n  me.  You  may  well  start,  Freville;  my 
^'^  bums  when  I  reflect  on  this  injury.  Let 
'"^e  then  be  brief:  Sir  Henry  Lyndmere  broke  off 
^  intended  marriage.  Oh !  the  bitterness  with 
^hich  he  accused — scorned  me ;  the  very  excess 
^his  love  taught  him  to  deride  my  protestations 
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of  innocence  !. .  •  .Worse  than  all^  this  has 
broken  my  father's  hearty  and  so  irritate 
against  me,  that  though  I  was  ill,  dangeroi 
since  Sir  Henry's  departure  until  this  even 
has  scarcely  deigned  to  speak  to  me.*' 

She  wept  hysterically :  I  attempted  to 
her. 

"  Good  heaven,  Aigline  !'*  I  cried,  ^*  sur< 
not  possible  that  you  mean  to  let  Lord  Bel 
triumph  over  you  in  this  manner  ?*' 

"  What  am  I  to  do  ?*'  she  answered.  "  ^ 
capable  of  bringing  his  conduct  before  the 
I  have  no  proofs,  although  in  my  heart  I  a: 
aware  that  all  the  insults  and  neglect 
received  originate  in  him :  still,  he  is  too 
to  place  himself  in  any  one's  power, 
you,  Freville,  he  is  a  perfect  Belial,  and  un 
soft  words  of  compliment  and  praise,  I  havi 
him  destroy  the  reputation  of  women  pi 
as  innocent  as  myself.'* 

"I  never  thought  of  bringing  the  b 
before  the  public,"  I  answered,  "  it  woul 
ruinous  measure ;  but  why  not  let  me  you] 
and  connexion  challenge  him  ?" 

She  interrupted  me  hastily : 

<^  I  demand  that  you  give  me  a  solemn 
not  to  interfere  in  this  business.*' 

^<  Listen  patiently,  I  entreat,  just  whili 
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present  one  circumstance  that  you  seem  to  over- 
look. Aigline^  it  were  madness  in  you  to  tell  your 
&ther;  the  fury  that  must  animate  him^  if  he 
bew  you  were  so  insulted,  would  naturally 
depriye  him  of  all  calmness  and  discretion ;  but 
it  is  not  so  with  me.  Aigline,  I  would  not  kill  Lord 
Beletrieve^  but  if  we  meet,  you  shall  be  amply 
ferenged;  and  should  he  refuse  my  challenge, 
lie  shall  be  branded  throughout  England  as  a  liar 
»d  a  coward/^ 

Far  from  entering  into  my  views,  Aigline,  (who 
with  all  her  levity  was  perfectly  timid  and 
feminine)  threw  herself  on  her  knees,  accusiqg 
me  of  betraying  her  confidence,  insisting  on  my 
lolemD  promise  not  to  interfere :  so,  what  with 
tan,  entreaties,  and  my  dread  of  her  committing 
tome  act  of  violence,  I  at  length  consented  to 
^  no  notice  of  Lord  Beletrieve's  insult ;  indeed 
I  had  no  opportunity,  for  he  had  left  London, 
^d  was  not  expected  back  for  some  weeks,  and  I 
^"^  either  forfeit  my  commission,  or  join  my 
'^ent  within  a  few  days.  Yet  I  was  bitterly 
mortified  and  provoked  to  think  that  such  a  vil- 
'^  should  go  unpunished,  and  expressed  so 
^^ch  vexation,  that  poor  Aigline,  forgetting  she 
^  the  one  injured,  began  to  soothe  me ;  and  to 
^^"^^nge  the  subject,  said  : — 

^  I  suspect,  Freville,  it  is  my  father's  intention 
^  dispose  of  our  house,  and  leave  England.'' 
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I  demanded  had  she  any  idea  where  he  v^^ 
likely  to  settle  ? 

*^Not  the  least/'  she  answered;  '^but  I  ii 
cerely  hope  not  in  Cork,  where  former  flrienc 
might  receive  him  coldly, 

I  then  intreated  of  her  to  write  to  me  col 
stantly. 

She  sighed  deeply,  saying,  "  It  would  a£Ford  na 
much  pleasure ;  but,  Freville,  without  my  fietther 
permission  I  dare  not  promise ;  latterly  I  hai 
offended  him,  and  you  know  how  I  respect  an 
love  him ;  besides,^'  she  added,  ^^  I  hare  suffere 
so  much  from  thoughtlessness,  which,  indeed, ; 
the  source  of  all  my  errors,  that  I  am  reaolve 
never  again  to  act  indiscreetly,  so,  when  you  n 
turn  from  distant  lands  you  shall  find  me  a  gra?) 
prudent,  demure,  domestic  girl,  perhaps  matroDj 
and  she  gave  one  of  her  brilliant  laughs :  Alas 
poor  Aigline,  when  next  we  met  how  diffisrei 
was  your  lot ! 

Mr.  Tennant  returned  soon  after ;  he  appeare 
dejected,  remarked  it  was  very  cold,  and  ringing  til 
bell,  ordered  the  refreshments  to  be  brought  to  di 
music-room.  None  of  us  had  inclination  to  pH 
take  of  them ;  but,  forcing  a  glass  of  wine  o 
Aigline,  he  kissed  her  cheek|  and  in  an  afiiM 
tionate  tone  said,  ^^  Freville,  does  she  not  loc 
very  ill  ?"  My  reply  was  lost  by  Aigline  throwir 
her  arms  round  his  neck,  and  sobbing  hystericalL 
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^'Go  to  rest,  my  dear  child/'  he  said.  She 
tamed  towards  me,  reaching  out  her  hand.  ^'  No 
leave-takings/'  he  exclaimed,  **you  are  already 
too  much  excited,'*  and  he  was  hurrying  her 
away. 

"Aigline,  you  must  write  to  me,*'  I  exclaimed. 
She  looked  beseechingly  at  her  father,  who  gravely 
answered :  —  "  No,  Freville,  you  are  the  be- 
trothed of  another,  as  such,  I  cannot  counte- 
nance your  correspondence.''  I  heard  a  sigh  from 
Aigline,  the  next  minute  the  door  closed  after 
her.    . 

Mr.  Tennant  returned  and  sat  down  near  the 

fire,  with  forced  gaiety  saying :  —  "  Freville,  draw 

orer  the  small  table,  and  place  the  glasses  and 

^Jectnters  on  it    The  parting  of  friends  is  always 

»ad;  let  us  cheer  ourselves  with  wine."  I  obeyed, 

^d  we  began  to  converse,  bat  were  both  absent, 

^d  after  a  few  moments  sunk  into  silence.     Half 

^  hour  might  have  passed  when  I  arose,  and, 

t^ng  him  by  the  hand,  said,  ^'  Mr.  Tennant,  in 

living  England  as  a  military  man,  it  is  hard  to 

•*y  whether  we  shall  ever  again  meet.    Receive, 

^^n,  my  grateful  thanks  for  all  the  kindness  and 

^ospitahty  you  have  shown  me,  and,  rest  as- 

'^^^,  that  with  life  only  can  I  cease  to  remember 
It** 

1e  started  up,  looking  perfectly  wild,  then 

^OL.  I.  K 


George,  who  since  his  mothe 

aiul    wisest  of  us  all.     Fre\T 

man  !  ruined  by  my  own  ines 

though  I  do  not  despise  the 

fortune  I  hare  so  wantonly  a 

misfortune  fell  solely  on  my« 

with  fortitude.'*    He  paused,  ( 

tion,    then   added,    ^'Happili 

friend's  legacy,  is  independei 

only  uneasiness  respectmg  hi 

mortification  of  losing  his  gooi 

guise  it  as  he  may,   the  he 

youth  must  in  his  soul  despise 

aloud  again,  striking  his  forehei 

I  felt   so    shocked  and    gr 

unable  to  reply.    I  must,  indee 

to  aU  good  feeUng,  if  I  had  i 

misfortune  that  fell  on  my  gei 

friend. 


rjy^^ 
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ted,  although  while  in  business  I  deceived 
f  and  others  by  calling  it  speculation ;  but 
regrets  and  observations  are  out  of  place. 
le,  you  say  that  you  owe  me  some  kindness, 
t  so.  Now,  mark  me,  if  amidst  the  vidssi- 
of  this  life,  my  poor  Aigline  should  ever 
1  friend,  or  protector^  promise  to  be  to  her 
"Other.  She  is  a  noble-minded^  high-spirited 
enerous  to  a  romantic  degree,  but  vain, 
itless,  jrielding,  and  inexperienced.  Oh ! 
now  not  how  cruelly  since  her  mother's 
I  have  neglected  her,  and  squandered  away 
tune  that  by  right  should  be  her's,  yet  she 
me  with  filial  tenderness.  I  wander  from 
ibject.  Swear,  Freville  Deerhurst,  swear 
hen  I  am  gone  and-  Gteorge  absent,  should 
stances  require  it,  that  you  will  be  to  Aig- 
a  guaitlian,  holding  her  honour  sacred,  as 
was,  indeed,  your  sister;  thus  will  you 
requite  any  kindness  I  may  have  shown 

1  on  my  knees,  and,  calling  to  Heaven  to 
I,  exclaimed,  ^^  I  swear ;  and,  as  I  hold  my 
acred,  may  God  reward  me.'^  He  pressed 
ind,  muttered  some  words  of  thanks,  and 
ade  me  a  hasty  adieu. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

As  tlie  next  six  years  of  my  life  were 
unconnected  with  her,  in  justice  to  whose  d 
I  have  written  this  Memoir,  I  shall  haste 
tliem,  merely  alluding  to  a  few  circum 
necessary  to  the  understanding  of  future 
I  joined  my  corps  at  Dover,  and  in  the 
1 805  sailed  for  Malta,  to  join  the  service 
nies. 

My  reception  by  my  corps,  and  to  wh 
father  had  formerly  belonged,  was  at  fii 
tering ;  for  as  the  son  of  Lionel  Deerhursi 
expected  to  be  a  good  and  generous  fellc 
my  popularity  soon  vanished,  for  I  not  o 
a  petfect  abhorrence  of  intemperance,  h\ 
influenced  by  example  to  indulge,  the  ex 
from  enlivening,  only  stupified  me.  Co 
of  this,  I  resisted  all  entreaties  to  partake 
revels  with  a  pertinacity  very  offensive 
merry  companions  of  the  Light  Infiemtry] 
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all  its  changes  and  chances,  still  retained 
lent  character  for  good  fellowship.  Then 
[randson,  and  supposed  heir  of  Sir  Roger 
rst,  I  was  expected  to  be  rich,  and,  being 
I  to  explain  away  the  mistake,  the  economy 
bliged  to  practice  was  imputed  to  close* 
d  far  from  gaining  merit  for  my  prudence, 
dubbed  a  stingy,  niggardly,  good-for- 
fellow,  the  very  reverse  of  my  father. 
[  was  vain  of  my  person ;  and,  though  I 
lespised  Lord  Beletrieve's  villany,  I  re- 
ny  admiration  for  his  graceful  address, 
strove  to  imitate.  In  truth,  he  formed  a 
contrast  to  the  roughness  of  some  of 
ers,  who,  by.an  awkward  mistake,  seemed 
iate  noisy,  coarse  habits  and  manners  with 
f  of  conduct,  so  that  my  politeness,  far 
citing  admiration,  was  considered  as  pup- 
However,  I  soon  established  for  myself 
racter  of  being  an  admirable  officer,  was 
attentive  to  my  military  duties,  and  by 
wledge  in  music  improved  the  band,  which 
y  father's  time  had  fallen  off  rapidly ;  all 
tied  for  me  the  notice  of  my  commander, 
ght  the  other  officers  to  treat  me  with  re- 
Bo  after  a  period  the  first  feeling  against 
ted,  and  on  the  whole,  my  time  passed 
ly  enough,  though*  except  to  a  young 
our  pleasures  must  have  appeared  triffing. 


uiiicers  rode  back  to  thei 
There  was  also  mucli  gai 
seldom  played  deep,  for 
emergencies  of  the  mom 
no  taste  for  money;  how 
ject  of  drink,  my  comp 
complain  of  my  prudence 
I  remained  upwards  of 
when  our  corps  were  sen 
thence  we  accompanied 
squadron  to  Egypt,  with 
Alexandria,  and  were  so  f 
we  afterwards  made  an  at 
but  from  events  I  shall  nc 
defeated.    There  the  Eng 
loss,  and  I  received  a  woi 
which  for  the  time  disables 
honoured  by  the  complime 
zie,  for  my  gallantry  in  lea 
men  to  the  storminsr.     I 
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1  England,  and  from  that  period  I  received 
no  intelligence  of  my  friends.  This  was  a  serious 
annoyance  during  the  first  six  months.  I  had 
written  to  Mr.  Tennant  and  to  Mr.  Moneymore, 
bat  neither  of  them  had  replied ;  it  afterwards  ap- 
peared that  the  n^lect  was  owing  to  the  chances 
of  war  io  which  at  the  time  all  Europe  was  en- 
gaged, and  our  regiment  being  celebrated  for  its 
gallantry  ^as  I  have  ahready  remarked — was  sent 
from  one  post  of  danger  to  another. 

When  I  had  been  about  a  month  in  Sicily^  two 
kttersthat  had  been  directed  to  Egypt  reached  me. 
The  one  was  from  the  West  Indies,  announcing  that 
ny  &ther,  firom  whom  I  had  been  so  long  parted, 
bad  fallen  a  victim  to  yellow  fever  ;  the  other — 
let  me  confess  it^^afflicted  me  still  more  severely, 
being  from  Lady  Aylsbury,  containing  the  intelli> 
genoe  of  Clara's  marriage. 

Lady  Aylsbury's  letter,  though  written  on  a 
"^ject  generally  considered  joyful,  to  me  was 
even  more  agonisdng  than  my  Other's  death ;  for 
It  announced  that  Clara  was  going  to  be  married  to 
*  Mr.  Lascelles,  a  nephew  of  her  Ladyship's,  and 
<^whom  she  spoke  with  all  the  pompous  egotism 
^  her  character,  representing  him  as  a  person  of 
P&ceful  manners,  superior  accomplishments,  and 
^oble  principles.    After  this  tirade,  she  added : 

^  Mr.  Deerhurst,  I  consider  it  my  duty,  as  the 
V'^^KQt  guardian  of  Miss  Amheim,  and  the  aunt 
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of  Mr.  LascelleS;  to  explain  that  he  is  a  person 
very  fastidious  in  his  ideas  of  women ;  indeed,  to 
what  I  term  a  foolish  degree ;  but  this  error,— for 
it  amounts  to  error, — is  excusable  in  him,  as  some 
years  since  a  very  awful  tragedy  occurred  in  his 
family,  owing  to  the  indiscretion  of  one  of  its 
members.  Observe,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  my  name  was 
Lascelles,  so  that  the  unfortunate  bdy  to  whom 
I  allude,  though  connected  by  marriage,  was  no 
blood  relative.    No,  no !  all  the  women  of  oar 
family  were  uniformly  chaste  and  prudent.    Bat 
to  return  to  Mr.  Lascelles,  knowing  this  weakness 
of  character,  I  have,  though  with  difficulty — pre- 
vailed upon  Clara — whose  mind  is  replete  with 
old-fashioned  ideas  of  candour,  ingenuousness, 
and  such   stuff — no  doubt    acquired    from   her 
father,  who  from  his  position  could  know  little  of 
the  conventions  of  good  society — ^never  to  allude 
to  your  name;    for  I  know  my  son,  the  Rev. 
Mr.    Aylsbury    suspected    you     to   be    greatly 
attached  to  each  other ;  and  were  she  to  speak  of 
you,  what  with  your  being  the  grandson  of  Sir 
Roger  Deerhurst,  and  her  nearest  relative,  Mr. 
Lascelles  would  naturally   make  inquiries,  and 
when  he  learned  that  you  were  a  friend  of  Lord 
Beletrieve's — a  frequenter  of  the  Cosmopolite  Club 
— now  held  so  infamous,  why  the  result  would 
be,   Mn    Lascelles    instantly   breaking    off   his 
marriage.      And    if  the    business    was    bruited 
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about,  though   I   am  perfectly  aware    of  Miss 
Amheim's  parity,  I  certainly  could  not  extend 
my  protection  to  her;   for  after  all,  except  in 
a  few  flagrant  instances,   every  one's  character 
depends  upon  report.    Then  reflect,  what  would 
become  of  Clara  ?   For  the  Plinlimmons,  her  best 
friends,  are  residing  on  the  continent;  besides, 
she  is  too  beautiful  to  introduce  to   their  sons. 
Clara  has   argued   the  point  with   me:   in   the 
first  instance,  she  credits  nothing  to  your  disad- 
vantage, then  she  insists  that  all  mysteries  are 
bad,  and  that  if  Mr.  Aylsbury  were  in  England, 
be  would  disapprove  of  her  keeping  any  secret 
from  Mr.  Lascelles,  to  whom  she  declares  herself 
sincerely  attached.   She  asserts  that  you  and  she 
from  childhood,  viewing  each  other  in  Xhe  light  of 
brother  and  sister,  never  entertained  a  warmer 
sentiment;  and  that  if  she  really  loved  you,  no 
earthly  power  should  induce  her  to  falsify  her 
solemn  vows  at  the  altar  by  giving  her  hand  to 
another.  Now,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  all  this  sounds  well, 
and  I  by  no  means  condemn  Miss  Arnheim  for  the 
little  artifice— it  is  her  sex's  province — and,  if  she 
expressed  herself  otherwise,  I  should  consider  her 
indiscreet,  as  your   candid    Misses   are    always 
accused  of  effrontery.     However,  as  the  prepara- 
tions for  her  nuptials  are  advancing   rapidly,  I' 
shall  soon  be  relieved  from  my  charge;   for  I 
assure  you,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  the  guardianship  of  a 
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young  lady  is  a  very  serious  obligation ;  inoreo^''^^j 
to  me,  as  I  propose  going  to  Italy,  and  Clara  i*    ^° 
accompany  me  there,  it  would,  of  necessity,  ^^^ 
much  to  my  expense.      This    was  one   of  "t*® 
reasons  why,  from  the  commencement,  I  enco^*' 
raged  Mr.  Lascelles'  passion ;  for,  impressed  with 
the  memory  of  his  mother's  guilt,  and  bein^    ^ 
person  of  powerful  sensibilities,  he  firom  boyhood 
has  encouraged  a  presentiment  that,  if  he  evct 
married  he  should  be  unfortunate.  Consequently* 
though  now  past  three  and  thirty,  and  much  ad* 
mired,  he  resisted  all  temptations,  resolred  to  die 
a  bachelor,  till  he  met  Clara,  whose  gentleness 
want  of   showy  accompUshments,  retired,  and 
rehgious  education,  all  suited  his  views.    No^> 
Mr.  Deerhurst,  admire  my  generalship, — ^knowing 
that  Mr.Lascelles  and  Mr.  Aylsbury  were  attached 
friends,  indeed,  to  what  I  consider  an  absurd  and 
romantic    degree,   I   never   told    the  former    <^^ 
Clara's  intimacy  with  Mr.  Aylsbury  or  the  Plin* 
limmons  until  every   thing  for  her  union  W** 
arranged  ;  then  I  wrote  off  to  acquaint  tliem,  ax^d 
to  ask,  as  her  guardian,  Mr.  Aylsbury's  consent 
adding  we  all  know  how  fastidious  Mr.  Lascell^^ 
is.    Consequently,  Clara,  who  tenderly  loves  hi^^' 
and  has  been  much  shocked  at  receiving  vario^*^ 
accounts  of  Mr.  Deerhurst's  dissipation   (wb^* 
fortunately,  is  now  out  of  Europe)  has  resolv^ 
not  to  mention  his  name,  as  she  really  is  ashaio^^ 
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of  her  relationship  to  him.    So,  my  dear  friends, 

she  and  I  mutually  request  that  in  your  letters 

you  will  not  allude  to  him ;  and  then,  I  added, 

I  really  think  that  when  by  the  order  of  Nature 

we  possess  no  control  about  who  shall  or  shall 

not  be  our  rdatires,  it  is  very  hard  we  should  be 

scoountable  for  their  fitults.    However,  there  is 

no  use  in  setting  up  opinions,  however  justly 

formed,  against  the  custom  of  ages.    Well,  Mr. 

Deerhorst,  in  due  time  came  letters  from  Mr. 

Aylsbury  and    the  Plinlimmons,   expressive  of 

^eir  delight  at  Clara's  happy  prospects,  and  con- 

gf&tulating  Mr.  Lascelles  on  his  choice,   eulo- 

sizing  Clara  and  her  old  father  up  to  the  skies : 

^tter  than  all,  they  took  my  hint,  and  never 

•Unded  to  your  name.    Then  there  were  innume- 

'^We  presents  to  the  bride  elect — I  must  admit, 

^^ly  rich  ones ;  and,  as  the  Plinlimmons  cannot 

^ine  over  to  England,  the  Lascelles  (I  speak  in 

^^  plural,  for  long  ere  you  receive  this  Clara 

^  be  married)  are  to  pay  their  first  bridal  visit 

^   Italy,  and  then  Lady  Gertrude  Plinlimmon's 

^'^g-projected  nuptials  with  Mr.  Aylsbury  are  to 

^  consummated.    So  you  see,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  I 

^"^e  provided  nobly  for  my  protfgie,  whom,  in  de- 

^^^te  of  some  old-fashioned,  prosy,  countrified 

^^^,  I  tenderly  love,  for,  during  a  long  and 

^^ous  illness  with  which  I  was  afflicted  this 

^^ter,  she  paid  me  the  most  indefatigable  atten- 
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tion.  Night  after  night  she  sat  up  by  my  coud" 
and,  when  you  consider  how  destructiTe  lat 
hours  are  to  a  girl's  looks,  it  was  a  wonderfi. 
proof  of  kindness.  However,  I  am  happy  to  sa 
that,  though  she  grew  rather  thin  and  deUcat* 
her  beauty  did  not  suffer,  for,  as  Mr.  Lascellfl 
observes,  it  is  the  expression  of  her  countenanc 
which  renders  her  so  lovely.  Mr.  Deerhurs 
I  shall  now  conclude,  and,  as  an  antidote  to  an 
offence  my  candour  may  have  given,  I  inclose 
short  letter  from  Clara^  which  I  permitted  her  1 
write,  on  obtaining  her  promise  of  never  agai 
addressing  you. 

^^  I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 
"  Yours,  &c.,  &c. 

**  Louisa  AtlsbubT' 

Frantic  with  jealousy  and  rage,  without  eve 
opening  Clara's  letter,  I  crushed  it  under  nc 
feet,  and,  tearing  it  into  atoms  flung  it  awa; 
I  felt  that  the  hope  of  being  married  to  h^ 
was  fled,  and  with  it  the  brightest  charm  « 
my  existence.  In  vain  I  called  to  mind  hi 
dependent  position  and  my  poverty;  the  r* 
flection,  far  from  soothing,  only  awakened  xc 
darker  passions,  and  led  me  to  curse  Sir  Roge 
whose  injustice  and  cupidity  had  left  me  : 
poverty.  It  may  be  said,  was  not  Clara's  indiS 
rence  so  often  expressed,  and  the  attachment  (1 
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professed  for  Mr.  Lascelles  sufficient  to  reconcile 

me  to  oar  separation  ?  Could  a  passion  such  as 

nunc  exist  without  sympathy,  return,  or  hope  ?  To 

^s  I  can  only  answer,  that  led  on  by  some  fatality, 

Ofj  to  speak  more  correctly,  by  inordinate  vanity, 

I  persuaded    myself  that  Clara   ardently  loved 

me,  though  obliged  to  deny  it  from  timidity,  or 

policy,  or  some  other  motive,  for  my  heart  always 

found  a  plausible  excuse  to  nourish  this  fatal 

mistake.    Again,  it  may  be   said,  how   did   this 

opposition   agree   with    my  knowledge   of  the 

^niplicity  and  truth  of  her  character  ?    Alas  !  it 

IS  in  vain  to  argue,   passion  is  ever  made  up  of 

contradictions;  and   it  is    so    terrible   to   think 

Aat  the  person  whom  we  love  beyond  all  earthly 

^ngs,  for  whom  we  would  sacrifice  our  very^ 

o^g)  feels    no    reciprocal    sentiment,    that  we 

™^Uy  deceive  ourselves  into  the  vain  belief. 

It  is  impossible  to  say  to  what  results  my 
"^ncholy  might  have  led,  had  not  my  distrac- 
bon  been  somewhat  relieved  by  the  arrival  of 
^y  old  friend  Charles  Mellish  in  Sicily,  who  had 
^^  gazetted  to  an  ensigncy  in  my  regiment, 
^^  now  arrived  to  join  his  corps. 


CHAPTER 

After  my  long  sojourn  a1 
the  active  duties  of  my  pn 
leisure  to  reflect  on  tbepast,  oi 
future,  I  returned  with  my  r 
in  the  May  of  1811.  Finding  1 
left  Grosvenor  Square,  and  i 
as  to  their  fitte,  I  resolved  to 
more,  in  hopes  of  his  bein{ 
doubts.    I  succeeded  in  find 
on  entering, his  presence 
change  in  that  peculiar  pe 
occasioned  by  the  absence 
Thinking  that  I  had  surprise 
could  not  refrain  from  mali 
my  old  acquaintance^  the  pe 

"Mr.  Deerhurst,*'  he  re 
ic  4.ko  'RolAfriAves  are  out  * 


ives,  nay,  breathes  the  air  of  London, 

times  forces  himself  into  those  societies 

was  once  sought  for  as  the  greatest 

sarprise,   but  do  not   grieve    me,''  I 

;  '*  for  I  despise  the  man/' 

f  one  despises  him  now/'  coldly  retorted 

eymore,  ^  for  his  fortune  and  health  are 

nd  worse  than  all  the  Prince  has  quar- 

h  him/' 

I  ask  for  an  explanation  ?"  I  demanded 

**  I  sincerely  hope  it  is  owing  to  his 
rtions  about  Miss  Tennant^  whom  you, 
leymore,  may  recollect,  as  I  have  seen 
jrfether's?" 

jovL  be  in  earnest/'  he  exclaimed,  gazing 
th  surprise,  ^'to  suppose  for  a  moment 
Eloyal  Prince  would  turn  champion  to  all 
r  and  giddy  misses  in  London  ?  Positively, 


208'  THE    DEERHURSTS. 

Highness  had  heard  of  the  reports  circulated 
against  Miss  Tennant,  far  less  would  he  interest 
himself  on  the  occasion.  I  merely  meant  to  sug- 
gest that  Lord  Beletrieve*s  conduct  to  her,  which 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  infamous^  nay, 
I  would  say  so  to  his  face,  might  have  thrown 
such  obloquy  upon  his  character,  that  his  Royal 
Highness  declined  his  acquaintance/' 

"  Why,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  that  is  a  very  big  speech, 
and  as  an  Irishman  would  say — you  looked  very 
big  entirely  while  you  spoke  it ; — but  to  end  alL 
the  suggestions,  by  which  you  make  a  heroine  o€^ 
that  fool  Tennant's  daughter,  in  a  few  words  I  shalL 
solve  the  mystery— observe,  I  say  in  a  few  words, 
for  it  was  a  political  business ;  and  being  no  poU-* 
tician,  it  is  a  subject  I  always  avoid ;  first,  because 
I  feel  no  interest  in  it,  except  as  it  may  effect 
stock — next,  I  consider  it  dangerous,  as  it  leads  to 
quarrelling.  Now,  to  come  to  the  point,  when  Lord 
fieletrieve  tired  of  his  liaison,  or  as  he  delicately 
termed  it,  his  familiarity  with  Miss  Tennant — ^* 

Here  I  interrupted  him  by  standing  up  and 
vehemently  declaring  Miss  Tennant's  innocence, 
and  my  resolve  to  challenge  any  one  who  pre- 
sumed to  doubt  it.  This  violence,  which  certainly 
bordered  on  rudeness,  offended  Mr.  Moneymoro, 
and  it  was  some  time  before  I  could  persuade  him 
to  renew  the  subject.  He  then  in  a  peevish  tone 
demanded : 
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^  What  term  shall  I  use,  Mr.  Deerhorst,  least 
likely  to  rouse  your  temper  ?  And  as  you  choose 
to  be  so  very  abrupt  in  your  manner^  you  must 
excuse  my  candom*  in  saying,  that  your  sojourn 
abroad  has  not  improved  your  pohteness/' 

I  made  some  blundering  apology ;  and  after  a 
time  he  proceeded,  first  in  a  sullen  voice,  but 
gradually,  however,  he  became  more  cheerful  and 
communicative. 

^<  Well,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  whatever  was  the  cause, 
on  Lord  Beletrieve's  breaking  off  his  intimacy 
with  the  Tennants,  he  insinuated  that  he  had 
found  this  Aigline,  with  whom  you  appear  so 
much  in  love,  so  insufferably  vain  and  ill-tem- 
pered, that  in  spite  of  her  beauty  and  musical 
talents,  he  had  quitted  her  in  disgust.'' 

I  became  enraged  at  this.  The  man's  insolence 
and  self-sufficiency  were  enough  to  provoke  a 
saint,  and  I  never  professed  to  be  one. 

"  What  do  you  mean,  Mr.  Moneymore,'*  said 
I,  ^  by  speaking  of  persons  with  whom  I  was  in- 
timately acquainted  in  this  manner  ?  I  am  deeply 
interested  in  knowing  what  has  become  of  them. 
Tou  can  be  a  man  of  few  words  when  you  please, 
especially  when  money  matters  are  in  question. 
Suppose  that  I  am  to  pay  you  for  your  informa- 
tion, and  be  concise.'' 

He  was  offended  at  this,  for  the  wretched 
fellow  was,  as  thie  world  goes,  honest,  and  he  re- 
plied somewhat  sharply* 

VOL.  I.  K   4 
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"  My  dear  Sir,  if  I  must  call  you  so  familiarly, 
what  do  you  mean  by  the  insult  your  words 
seem  to  put  upon  me  ?  I  was  telling  you  of  the 
Tennants/' 

"  Indeed  you  were  not,'*  I  interrupted  ;  "  it  was 
of  them,  and  of  their  present  abode  I  wished  to 
be  made  acquainted/' 

"  Sir,*'  said  Mr.  Monej^ore,  "  I  wish  it  were 
possible  to  do  what  the  old  proverb  tells  us  ^ 
cannot  be  done,  namely,  to  put  old  heads  on  - 
young  shoulders.  Could  that  have  been  done,^ 
and  had  it  been  done  in  your  case,  I  should  haves^ 
heard  a  very  different  speech  from  you.  Now,,^ 
Sir,  Lord  Beletrieve ** 

Aware  of  Mr.  Moneymore's  prolixity  on  the  - 
Beletrieve  subject,  I  interrupted  him  by  exclaim- 
ing, "  Excuse  me,  but  it  is  of  the  Tennants  of^ 
whom  I  would  speak.** 

He  answered  peevishly : 

"  It  is  in  bad  taste,  Mr.  Deerhurst^  to  tease  me 
about  these  people, — nobodies,  who  would  never 
have  been  noticed  but  for  Lord  Beletrieve's  weak^ 
passion  for  the  daughter ;  however,  to  satisfy  your 
impatience,  I  shall  acquaint  you  that  some  years 
since — soon  after  you  first  joined  your  regiment 
— ^Tennant,  who  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  a 
vain  gambler,  was  finally  done;  and  his  fine 
house,  stud,  &c.,  to  none  of  which  was  he  entitled, 
went  to  the  hammer.   By-the-bye,  I  attended  Ae^ 
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^heritTB   sale,  and  picked  up  some  good   bar- 
gains." 

Smothering  my  regrets,  I  said,  *' And  what  of 
^9  daughter?" 

He  replied  carelessly : 

'^  I  beard  some  report  of  her  having  married  an 
^W  Scotch  Highlander  of  ancient  family,  a  General, 
"^c  Misserton ;  indeed,  I  understood  he  was  old 
enough  to  be  her  grandfather/' 

*^  Good  heaven  !*'  I  exclaimed,  '^  is  it  possible 
^^t  Aigline  could  so  sacrifice  herself  ?'' 

*^  Excuse  me,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  his  marrying  her 

^  the  wonder ;  for  when  a  young  lady  is  minus 

^^  both  cash  and  character,  she  is  glad  to  patch 

^tt  up  by  a  marriage  of  convenience.'* 

X    sighed    bitterly  at  the    idea    that  a  little 

^hotightless  levity  should  have  so  humbled  Aigline, 

^^  ^  entitle  every  fellow  to  speak  ill  of  her ;  her 

*^  ^triage  too  grieved  me,  for  though  I  had  never 

^"^ed  her  with  the  ardour  and  devotion  I  expe- 

'^^nced  for  Clara — still  from  the  period  the  latter 

^^^9  united  to  Mr.  Lascelles,  a  distant  hope  of 

'^^gline's  yet  being  mine  had  pressed  on  my  fancy. 

^^bserving  the  sneering  expression  of  Mr.  Money- 

^ore,  as  he  rather  rudely  stared  at  me,  I  command- 

^^  my  emotion,  and  said  in  a  negligent  manner  : 

'^  Can  you  tell  me,  has  Miss  Tennant's  match 
l^lx)ved  fortunate  ?'* 

**  No !  her  union  proved  unfortunate :  the  old 


212  THE    DEBRHUB8T8. 

Highlander  was  prudent  and  domestic — s 
and  extravagant ;  however,  they  strugg 
together  till  Mr.  Tennant,  who  had  retui 
London  and  resumed  his  gambling  habits,  1 
so  involved  that  he  was  seized,  and  thro^ 
the  King's  Bench  prison.  Now  mark  her  e 
folly  !  She  immediately  quitted  her  husb 
share  with  him  his  imprisonment,  and  the 
tinned  till  Tennant's  death.  By  the  by 
after  his  decease,  all  London  was  in  a  blaz( 
some  battle  gained,  I  think  at  a  place 
Suholt,  in  which  his  son,  George  Tennant,  1 
tinguished  himself.  To  say  truth,  I  feel  « 
interest  in  what  you  call  England's  glory,  ! 
inquired  the  particulars." 

I  sighed  deeply,  and  asked  him,  did  he 
what  had  become  of  Mrs.  Me  Misserton,  ai 
father's  death  ? 

"  I  never  heard,''  he  replied ;  '^  but  c( 
she  returned  to  her  Scotch  Laird,  who,  I  1 
was  very  much  attached  to  her.'* 

^^Are  you  acquainted  with  his  directi< 
demanded,  for  anxiety   to   hear  about 
conquered  my  dislike  to  his  cavalier  mm 
answering. 

"  No,  Mr.  Deerhurst ;  but  any  letter  c 
to  the  Mc  Misserton,  of  Glenlow  Castle, 
Highlands,  is  sure  to  reach  him,  even  with 
shire,    Don't  forget  to  put  the — the,"  an< 
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Afoneymore    gave    his    provoking    self-satisfied 
smirk. 

I  bowed  and  said  :  ^'  Mr.  Moneymore,  I  must 
^espass  still  further  on  your  patience,  while  I 
inquire  whether  Sir  Roger  has  made  any  com- 
'^unication  to  you  relative  to  a  letter  I  wrote  to 
him  some  months  since,  requesting  that  he  would 
authorize  you  to  give  me  money  to  purchase  a 
^''oop.  At  present,  through  the  interest  of  General 
^IcKenzie,  I  have  the  opportunity;  and  really, 
It  would  be  as  cruel  as  unjust  to  deprive  me 
^f  the  advantage.  These  stirring  times,  it  is 
Panful  to  a  military  man  to  have  his  sword  lying 
'^le  in  its  scabbard ;  and  our  regiment  has  been 
^  long  abroad,  and  is  so  exhausted  from  sick- 
'less,  that  there  is  no  chance,  I  hear,  of  our  being 
^ent  to  the  Peninsula.'' 

*'  I  can  assure  you,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  when  your 
^aaie  was  announced,  I  concluded  it  was  on  that 
'Object  you  called,  so,  though  pressed  with  busi- 
"®^s,  admitted  you ;  and  here  you  have  wasted 
^y  time  with  fruitless  gossip,  about  persons  in 
'^'^^Oi  I  never  felt  any  interest ;  though,  I  fancy, 
^*  Deerhurst,  in  that  we  diflFer, — for  you  seem 

Have  a  very  lively  interest  for  Mrs.  Mc  Mis- 

'   offered  some  apology ;  then,  with  more  kind- 
^^^  than  he  had  ever  before  addressed  me,  he 
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"Mr.  Deerhurst,  Sir  Roger  has  written  ti^ 
me  on  the  subject;  and/ though  my  employes 
I  must  admit  that  he  is  unjust,  and,  I  may  add 
inexplicable.  He  excuses  himself  for  not  pusr 
chasing  your  troop,  under  the  plea  of  a  prese-ri 
fall  upon  East  India  Stock — writes  as  if  his  ve  jtj 
existence  depended  upon  accumulation !  and 
then,  boasts  of  the  splendour  with  which  h.i8 
son  Etienne  is  surrounded ;  indeed,  he  expresses 
himself  towards  him  with  the  weakness  of  do- 
tage.'' 

I  sighed  as  I  reflected  on  Etienne's  brilliant 
prospects,   while   my   poor    father  had   died  in 
obscurity  !     And  then  inquired  of  Mr.  Money- 
more,    what  kind    of   youth  he    was   reported 
to  be. 

He  answered:  "My  Pondicherry  correspon- 
dents represent  him  as  of  noble  form,  but  proud, 
impatient  of  control,  and  violent  in  his  temper ; 
moreover,  wild  and  dissipated  to  a  degree." 

"Good  Heavens !^^  I  cried,  "can  Sir  Roger 
be  aware  of  this?  And  if  so,  can  he  endure 
patiently  such  faults,  when  he  disinherited 
my  father,  his  eldest  son,  for  errors  compara- 
tively venial !" 

"  He  both  knows  of  Etienne's  feults,  and  ex- 
cuses them.  And  now,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  I  must 
bid  you  good  bye,  for  I  am  obliged  to  go  to  the 
Exchange.    However,  should  you  fed  indined 
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sgain  to  address  Sir  Roger,  I  shall  forward  your 

'etter,  and  should  be  happy  at  receiving  his  com- 

oiands  to  purchase  your  troop." 
I  thanked  him  graciously,  we  shook  hands,  and 

I  retired. 

On  returning  to  the  hotel,  I  wrote  to  AiglinCy 
^  an  affectionate,  but  distant  style;  congratu- 
lating her  on  her  brother's  gallantry  and  success, 
^^t  avoiding  all  allusion  to  her  father's  death ;  in 
a  careless  manner  I  mentioned,  that  as  soon  as 
the  grouse  shooting  commenced,  it  was  my  in- 
^tion  to  go  to  Scotland,  when  I  promised  my- 
^the  pleasure  of  visiting  her  in  her  Highland 
i^ome,  and  also  of  being  introduced  to  the 
McMisserton.  I  then  mentioned  that  I  hoped 
>oon  to  purchase  my  troop ;  observed  that  her 
^ly  friend,  and  my  Cork  school-fellow,  Charles 
Mellish,  was  in  the  same  corps  with  me,  and 
Would  accompany  me  to  Scotland.  In  short, 
I  wrote  in  a  manner  which  I  considered  the 
iQost  jealous  husband  could  not  object  to : — 
*Q  the  time  anticipating  what  fun  Aigline  and 
I  should  find,  in  bringing  our  Irish  humbug  into 
'^uisition,  at  once  to  deceive  and  humour  the 
^i  General. 

Next  day  I  quitted  London  for  Bath,  hoping 
^  find  the  dowager  Lady  Aylsbury  there,  and 
^Qgh  her,  learn  something  of  the  Lascelles. 
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It  was  strange,  that  every  allusion  to  i 
me  with  sadness,  whereas,  even  whe 
that  Aigline  was  unhappily  married^  I  < 
associate  her  image  with  gaiety ;  but,  aj 
disappointed:  Lady  Aylsbury  had  no 
Bath  for  three  years,  and  all  I  could 
specting  her  or  Clara  was,  that  immed 
the  nuptials  of  the  latter,  they  had  all 
Italy. 

This  was  a  severe  disappointment, 
pleasure  in  returning  to  England,  wai 
of  seeing  Clara— overlooking  her  u 
another,  and  the  ties  which  then  pr 
mented  it,  and  which  shotdd  have  t 
to  conquer  my  passion.  I  nourished 
priding  myself  on  the  strength  of  i 
attachment.  Charles  Mellish  was  my 
and  I  was  sure  of  his  sympathy,  for  he 
my  sentiments  for  Clara,  by  his  owi: 
feelings  of  devotion  to  Aigline,  for 
boyish  love  continued  in  all  its  force — '. 
purity ;  for  while  he  execrated  and  moi 
her  union  with  the  Me  Misserton,  h 
the  proposal  of  accompanying  me  to  S< 

"No,*'  he  said,  "why  should  I  rev 
now  criminal  ?  And  I  esteem  Aigline 
to  indulge  a  single  wish  derogotor 
honour.*' 
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In  every  respect  Mellish  was  a  fine  specimen 
of  in  Irish  gentleman :  intelligent,  liberal,  and 
ooongeoos ;  honourable  to  romance  in  his  ideas, 
^  was  slow  to  credit  meanness  or  deceit  in 
others;  but  these  noble  traits  were  shaded  by 
>  wild  and  thoughtless  love  of  adventure — a 
fttdiness  to  oblige  even  those  unworthy  of  the 
Inndness;  thus  he  was  eternally  involving  him- 
^in  scrapes,  and  the  ready  ingenuity,  and  playful 
vit,  with  which  he  managed  to  get  out  of  them 
ttniued  his  corps,  with  which  he  was  a  general 
fiiToarite. 

After  waiting  with  some  impatience  for  Gene* 
^  Mc  Misserton's  answer  to  my  letter,  I  re- 
eved the  following : 

''The  Mc  Misserton,  of  Glenlow  Castle,  has 
^ed  a  letter  directed  to  a  lady  called  Mrs. 
'^  Misserton  alias   Aigline  Tennant,  a  ship- 
^ht's  daughter ;    of  her  he    shall  make  no 
'^Quurk,  or  give  any  information   to  Lieutenant 
'^^urst,  who,  from  the  style  of  his  address, 
^  Mc  Misserton  has  no  doubt,  considers  him- 
^  an   extremely    knowing,    agreeable  fellow, 
'^y  to   make  love  to  any  man^s  wife,  if  she 
^  his    fancy,    and  reward  the  husband  for 
^  liberty,  by  shooting  on  his  manors.      All 
^^^dlcnt  fun,  no  doubt,  to  Lieutenant  Deerhurst, 
^d hia  military  companion;  but  hi  too  refined 

^OL.  I.  L 


218  THE    DBBBHUBST8. 

for  the  honesty  and  somewhat  patriarchal  ha 
of  the  Scottish  Highlanders.  Now,  my  yo 
gallant,  for  such,  no  doubt  you,  lieutei 
Deerhurst,  consider  yourself,  in  love  or  idlen 
I  grant  you  my  permission  to  travel  thrc 
the  Highlands  or  Lowlands,  as  may  suit  ] 
taste;  but  if  you  presume  to  come  poad 
within  the  precincts  of  Glenlow  Castle,  I  f 
warn  you,  that  in  spite  of  modem  improvemc 
you  shall  find  it  guarded  by  a  warUke  r 
jealous  of  their  master's  honour ;  and  who  w( 
tliink  as  little  of  cutting  you  down,  as  ] 
my  sporting  Lieutenant,  would  of  shooting 
game,  or  seducing  my  wife.  Now  act  aa 
please. 

"  MC  MlSSBBTON, 

"  Of  Glenlow." 

Although  greatly  provoked,  I  could  not  I 
being  amused  at  the  manner  in  which  my  gal 
intentions  were  refuted.  MelUsh  joined  in 
sincere  regret,  that  Aigline  should  have  I 
so  unfortunate;  however,  we  both  agreed 
any  attempt  to  visit  Glenlow  Castle  m 
not  only  be  useless,  but  might  expose  bd 
persecution,  and  ourselves  to  danger ;  so,  i 
indulging  in  the  bitterest  invectives  against 
old  sawney,  we  dismissed  the  subject.  1 
these  two  lovely  women^  in  truth  the  only  o 
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towards  whom  I  ever  entertained  a  sincere  at- 
tachment, seemed  for  ever  separated  from  me. 
Would  to  Heaven  it  had  been  so,  and  that  we 
had  never  again  met ! 

The  winter  passed  off  pleasantly  enough.  Our 
corps  were  quartered  between  Chatham  and 
Sheerness,  and  in  the  former  neighbourhood, 
lome  of  our  officers  were,  paid  much  attention ; 
bat  Mellish  and  I,  being  but  Subs,  had  few  in- 
vitations ;  however,  we  made  frequent  parties 
to  London,  and  formed  several  agreeable  ac- 
ywintances  among  the  Navy.  Early  in  Feb- 
^^^3  Colonel  Chilli,  who  commanded,  gave 
>Qe  leave  of  absence,  and  I  accompanied  a  brother 
oflicer  to  Cumberland,  on  a  visit  to  some  of  his 
friends.  While  luxuriating  amidst  its  romantic 
^^ry,I  received  intelligence  that  my  fiither  had 
'^  me  some  property  in  St.  Domingo.  It  would 
^^e  been  very  acceptable,  for,  still  speculating  on 
S^  Roger's  rupees,  I  had  incurred  several  debts. 
*^«gh  the  interest  of  my  Colonel  I  obtained  a 
'^wed  leave,  but  my  voyage  to  the  West  was  un- 
vortoQate.  I  was  attacked  by  yellow  fever,  involved 
^  *  law-suit — in  riiort,  the  bequest  did  not  liqui- 
^te  the  ezpences  incurred ;  so,  after  much  hard- 
^P  ttid  a  long  absence,  I  returned  to  England 
^la  involved  than  ever,  and  immediately  joined 
^  corps  then  quartered  in  York. 

L  2 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

Mellish   was  truly  rejoiced  at  my  rel 
and  in  talking  over  some  Chatham  advent 
mentioned^  that  after  my  leaving    it    he 
through  some  of  his  navy  firiends^  formed  a: 
quaintance  with  a  Mrs.  Onslow,  a  pretty 
black-eyed  Welshwoman,  a  merchant's  wifC) 
was  always  inquiring  after  me,  and  aaid  she 
known  me  intimately  in  Wales.    This  surj 
me,  as  I  had  no  recollection  of  the  name ; 
ever,  I  began  to  banter  Mellish  about  her 
he  assured  me  that  though  rather  pretty, 
Onslow   was  very  homely,  and  worse,  ii 
opinion,  very  saintly. 

^^Then,^'  I  inquired,  '^what  could  ban 
duced  you  to  spend  so  many  evenings  f 
house,  as  you  have  just  confessed?  Wa 
husband  a  very  good  fellow  ? — I  know,  M 
in  point  of  after-dinner  good-feUowship,  y< 
perfectly  Irish." 
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"On  the  contrary/'  he  replied,  ** Onslow  was 
^  stupid  a  commercial  man  as  you  ever  met — not 
one  idea  out  of  his  store-house ;  but  our  old  school- 
master's son,  Thomas  La  Franck,  was  a  constant 
^^r  there,  and  though  he  has  become  a  perfect 
^t,  as  well  as  divine,  for  he  has  entered  into 
holy  orders,  still  he  is  a  most  agreeable  person ; 
^  musical,  and  as  partial  as  ever  to  you,  Deer- 
horst;  and  then  he  and  I  chatted  over  old  times 
*^Cork,  the  Tennants,  &c.,  &c.,  and,  in  short, 
^Qgh  La  Franck  and  I  had  a  few  squabbles,  or 
I  should  say  that  I  wrangled  with  him  for  trying 
to  make  me  as  good  as  himself,  for  his  meek 
*iHrit  would  not  resent  my  brusquerie^  I  found 
^  a  most  pleasing  companion.  After  all,  Deer- 
1^^  a  little  intellect  and  a  high  tone  of  feeling 
P^  a  zest  to  conversation ;  and,  to  acknowledge 
•  truth,  except  when  our  mess  converse  of  the 
Peninsular  War,  and  its  probable  residts,  they 
t^k  as  confounded  nonsense  as  one  could  expect 
^  hear  firom  a  set  of  school-girls/' 

I  sneered,  and  sarcastically  observed :  ^^  Then 
^  charm  of  Mrs.  Onslow's  house  lay  in  La 
'finck's  preaching  !  He  was  always  a  prosy, 
^ome  youth ;  though  I  must  admit,  obliging, 
P^-natured,  and  moral.  Pray,  Mellish,  how  far 
'^ve  you  advanced  in  your  saintiy  progress  ?'* 

Colouring  up  to  the  eyes,  he  refuted  the  charge 
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of  grooving  devout,  as  if  the  accusation  was  dis- 
graceful, exclaiming   with  vivacity: — "So  fafj 
Freville,  from  liking  the  eternal  preaching  aboU* 
religion,  I  should  not  so  frequently  have  attended 
Mrs.   Onslow's    parties,   but   in    expectation  O^ 
meeting  the  beautiful  Lady  Eastville,  her  particohu^ 
friend." 

"And  who  is  the  beautiful  Lady  Eastville ?'^ 
I  demanded ;  "  I  never  even  heard  the  nam^ 
before/' 

"  Oh !  true,*'  he  answered,  **  though  she  was 
staying  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Chatham  all  the 
time  you  were  quartered  there,  with  some  old 
dowager,  whose  name  I  quite  forget,  but  who  had 
a  very  pretty  place  on  the  banks  of  the  Medway. 
However,  owing  to  delicate  health,  Lady  Eastnlle 
did  not  go  into  company  until  after  you  left  for 
Cumberland ;  had  she,  you  must  have  heard  of  her, 
for  nothing  was  spoken  of  at  the  mess  but  her 
beauty." 

"  And  was  she  so  beautiful  ?''  I  inquired. 

He  answered,  "  I  never  saw  her  except  once 
on  horseback,  and  then  she  was  veiled,  bat  her 
figure  appeared  fine,  and  she  rode  in  good 
style." 

"I  thought,  Mellish,"  said  I,  laughing, ^ that 
she  was  your  attraction  at  Onslow's.  A  lain^ 
too  !  I  conclude  by  a  person  of  her  rank  formins 
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an  intimacy  with  Mrs.  Onslow.  Forgive 
me,  Mellish,  but  I  rather  fancy  La  Franck  was 
her  Ladyship's  inducement.  I  have  always  heard 
that  these  Methodistical  fellows  are  very  insinua- 
ting imong  women—'  it  belongs  to  their  voca- 
tion/—and  if  La  Franck  has  not  disappointed  the 
pnunise  of  his  youth,  he  must  be  a  pleasing* 
looking  person/' 

**  Well  meant  on  your  side  to  annoy  me,"   re* 
plied  Mellish,  in  the  same  tone  of  badinage^  ^  but, 
^  the  fifttes  were  against  my  meeting  Lady  East- 
Wife,  the  point  of  your  wit  is  lost.    Twenty  times 
^  least  I  went  to   Mrs.  Onslow's  to  see  this 
''^vuty,  but  alas !  for  my  hopes,  I  was  either  too 
'^te^  or  she  had  sent  an  excuse ;  in  short,  some- 
^Dg  always  occurred,   fortunately,  perhaps,  as 
'^xn  description  I  had  made  up  my  mind  to  fall 
*»pcrately  in  love." 

**  But,  answer,  did  La  Franck  know  her  ?"  I 
^^oaanded. 

**  Intimately ,''  was  the  answer,  "  and  he  lauded 
l^er  as  a  saint.  By  the  by,  Freville,  I  forgot  to 
"■mention  that  Mrs.  Onslow  one  evening  in  speak- 
^**g  of  you,  said :  "  I  am  sorry  Freville  Deer- 
"^rst  is  not  in  Chatham  now ;  however,  as  he  is 
***^cnt,  I  shall  not  mention  his  name  to  Lady 
**^tville,  though  were  he  here,  I  most  certainly 

Would" 
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'^And  what  inquiries  did  you  make,  I^ 
relative  to  this  observation  ?*^ 

"None,"  he  replied,  looking  vacantly  8 
**  what  could  I  have  made  ?'* 

"  A  thousand,'*  I  said ;  ^  first,  who  is  thi 
Onslow  that  so  familiarly  called  me — who 
before  heard  of  her  —  by  my  christian  : 
next,  why  should  she  speak  of  me  to  Lady 
viUe?*' 

"  I  really  don't  know,''  said  Mellish,  card 
"except  that  as  you  were  both  beauties 
Onslow  might  think  it  right  to  extol  you  t 
other  without  any  compliment.  Frevill< 
were  considered  the  handsomest  fellow  in 
ham,  all  crowded  as  it  was  with  the  gallant 
of  Mars  and  Neptune," 

Pleased  at  this  flattery,  I  changed  the  si 
and  dismissed  it  from  my  mind,  until  i 
afterwards  brought  back  to  my  recollection 
circumstances  the  most  painful. 

»  *  *  »  • 

Being  in  the  command  of  a  detachment  at 
distance  from  York^  I  was  surprised  one  m 
by  Mellish,  who  possessed  all  the  levit 
ardour  of  his  country,  entering  my  room 
abruptly  exclaiming,  "Deerhurst,  as  I  ro< 
here  to  breakfast,  preparatory  to  bidding 
farewell,  as  to-morrow  I  set  off  for  Co 
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grieve  to  say,  on  account  of  my  poor  mother's 
illness)  guess  the  discovery  I  made/' 

''Yon  must  give  me  some  clue  first,''  I  an«- 
swered;  "is  it  any  thing  that  concerns  my- 
self?^ 

''That  is  all  a  matter  of  taste/'  he  replied, 

guly;  '^but^to  end  surmise,  that  noble-looking 

^dence  overhanging  the  romantic  dell,  with  its 

^tensive  lawn  sloping  down  in  a  fine  bold  sweep 

to  Ac  river's  bank,  and  the  well-stocked  deer 

Pvk  at  the  left,  are  Sir  Egbert  Eastville's.    Why 

look  so  stupid,  Freville  ?    Don't  you  recollect  our 

'topping  the  other  day  near  the  gate  to  look  in  at 

^  pheasants  who  were  stalking  about  as  graceful 

^d  proud  as  so  many  demoiselles  in  a  ball-room.. 

•*^  in  as  much  security  as  if  they  had  never 

'^^^  a  sportsman's  shot,  and  you  and  I  wishing 

^^  have  one  or  two  good  ones  at  them  ?    Now, 

'^^ville,  do  you  remember  ?" 

^  ^  Perfectly,"  I  repUed.    ''  Has  this  Sir  Egbert 

P^^n  us  permission  to  shoot  on  his  premises  ?" 

**  He  would  see  us  to  the  devil  first,"  cried 
^^Uisb,  impatiently;  **but  he  is  husband  to  the 
^^utiful  Lady  EastviUe  I  mentioned  to  you  as 
^^  Mrs.  Onriow's  firiend*" 

**True,"  I  said,  languidly;  **and  now,  may 
*  ^^k,  what  is  all  this  to  me  ?  Has  Sir  Egbert  left 
^^  card  at  our  mess  ?  Or  has  he  only  visited  old 
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Chilli, — a  safe   companion   for  his  lady, 
bad  specimen  of  our  corps  ?** 

^'  He  has  done  neither/*  said  Mellish,  * 
present  his  lady  is  from  home.  Besides,  I 
stand  he  seldom  visits  the  military,  and  ? 
does,   merely  gives    them  one   or    two 
dinners,   repidsing   all  intimacy.     Shoot 
Egbert's  manors,  indeed — what  an  absurd 

"  Don't  be  angry,  Mellish,^'  said  I ;  *'  bi] 
you  appeared  so  excited,  I  concluded  soi 
pleasant  had  occurred.  However,  I  w 
into  York  with  you.*' 

**  I  thought,"  he  replied,  good^humc 
"that  you  would  be  delighted  at  being 
neighbourhood  of  the  beautiful  Lady  "Ei 
Of  course,  as  a  single  officer,  within  three 
miles  of  him,  Sir  Egbert  must  call  on  y< 
they  say,  when  he  pleases,  that  he  can  Y 
agreeable  and  hospitable.*' 

"  And,  your  head  being  full  of  Irish  n 
and  adventure,  you  expect  I  am  to  fall  ' 
with  her  Ladyship.  Is  Sir  Egbert  a  seco 
Mc  Misserton  ?** 

"  As  yet  I  know  nothing  about  him ;  ' 
can  inquire  from  Chilli^  who  seems  to  ki 
the  Yorkshire  people.** 

I  dined  that  day  at  the  mess ;  some  sti 
were  present,  so  Mellish  and  I  feared  to  dr 
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Cbilli's  wit,  at  times  very  gross,  and  by  no  means 
itdc;  but  in  a  negligent  way  I  inquired  of  a  gen«> 
tieman  who  sat  next  to  me  if  he  knew  Sir  Egbert 
and  Lady  Eastville.  He  replied  intimately,  that  she 
viB  a  very  lovely  woman,  but  grave,  religious, 
nd  so  domestic^  that  she  seldom  entered  into 
lodety,  being  devoted  to  a  family  of  young 
cUidren.  On  hearing  this  last  remark,  Mellish^ 
who  was  attentively  listening,  shrugged  his  shoul- 
feg,  muttering^  **  When  a  woman  has  a  pack  of 
^dren,  away  with  all  romantic  ideas  —  they 
^Itttroy  the  illusion ; — so,  Freville,  waive  the  lady, 
vmI  stick  to  the  pheasants.  Any  chance  of  a 
«l»t  there?" 

Smiling  at  Mellish's  notion  of  the  non-romantic, 
I  ^n  addressed  the  gentleman,  by  remarking 
what  a  quantity  of  game  appeared  to  be  on  Sir  Eg- 
1^8  demesne,  inquiring  was  he  liberal  with 
it? 

"Not  particularly  so,"  he  answered;  "  though 
^  keeps  a  fine  pack  of  hounds,  and  often  treats 
^  ftiends  to  a  stag  hunt,  to  which  he  invites  the 
^ole  neighbourhood^  and  generally  entertains 
^^  sumptuously ;  but  on  the  whole.  Sir  Egbert 
^  ^  man  of  literary  and  domestic  habits,  one 
who  enters  company  as  a  duty  he  owes  to  society, 
^'^^  than  from  any  pleasure  he  finds  in  it.*' 

**ls  he  not  a  very  old  man  ?"  I  remarked. 
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"By  no  means/' was  the  answer;  "  on  the  con- 
trary, I  should  say  that  he  is  scarcely  eight  and 
thirty,  and,  tliough  not  critically  handsome,  is 
generally  considered  so.  I  can  assure  you» 
Mr.  Deerhurst^  that  he  is  one  of  the  mo«t 
esteemed  and  influential  men  in  our  countryy 
though,  I  must  admit,  not  the  most  popular>a0 
his  manners  are  cold  and  stately,  besides,  b^ 
rather  shuns  than  seeks  popularity/' 

Mellish  again  gave  me  one  of  his  knowb^ 
looks,  muttering,  "  No  chance  of  any  game  in  tha*** 
quarter/' 

Soon  after  the  gentlemen  retired  from  themes^^ 
and  I  then  learned  that  the  person  I  had  beec^ 
conversing  with  was  Doctor  Jerold,  the  most  in-*^ 
timate  friend  of  the  Eastvilles. 

On  the  following  morning  Mellish  set  oflf  fo^" 
Cork,  having  first — being  hard  up  for  cash — sol^ 
me  a  bargain    his    favourite    horse,  called  Be£- 
Bess,  a  famous  huntress.    On  selling  her  to  me 
he  explained  her  excellence  on  all  points  but 
leaping,  at  which   she  was  somewhat  awkward,. 
giving  me  advice  how  to  manage  on  such  ocea>^ 
sions.    This  I  ridiculed^  for,  though  Mellish  wb» 
considered  the  best  horseman  in  our  corps^  indeed, 
one  of  the  most  active  and  graceful  I  ever  me^ 
still  I  was  too  vain  to  acknowledge  his  supe- 
riority^ and  longed  for  an  opportunity  of  proving 
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^9        mine.   One  soon  offered:   Sir  Egbert  Eastville 

ntamed  to  his  place  for  a  few  daya^  and  was 

accompanied  by  some  friends  and  a  foreigner  of 

nuik,  and,  though  the  season  was  unfavourable, 

iwoxia  of  entertaining  them,  he  invited   the 

^liole  neighbourhood  to  a  d^edner,  to  witness  the 

^argement  of  a  stag,  and  several  of  the  party  to 

^e  with  him  after  the  hunt.     On  this  occasion 

ie  sent  cards  of  invitation  to  Colonel  Chilli  and 

^e  other  officers  of  our  corps ;  but,  as  he  did  not 

f^y  the  compliment  of  calling  in  person,   we 

'^^ewhat    haughtily   declined    his    hospitality; 

^l,  a  few  of  us,  impatient  for  the  sport,  rode  to 

^e  hunt. 

^ven  at  this  distant  period  I   can  recal  to 

^'^^mory  the  enlivening  scene  which  led  to  such 

*^^  results.      The   morning's   sun,  though   too 

'"^^^^rm  for  the  exercise,  shed  its  brightest  hues 

^^^^  the  wide  e^anse  of  country  through  which 

^'^  galloped.    The  stag  was  the  largest  and  swiftest 

^     had  ever  followed;   the  hounds  in  excellent 

^^er,    and  the  Yorkshire  gentlemen  mounted 

^^d  equipped  in  a  style  that  would  have  graced 

^  royal  ecrtige ;  yet  even  amidst  them  I  flattered 

Myself  Red  Bess  and  I  were  worthy  of  notice. 

Always  speculating  on  the  prospect  of  coming  in 

for  some  of  Sir  Roger's  rupees,  I  had  fallen  into 

the  destructive  habit  of  running  bills  and  borrow- 
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ing  money ;  and  priding  myself  on  good  ti 
always  turned  out  in  what  I  considered  a  sape 
style. 

It  was  a  splendid  run ;  the  stag  bomided  ( 
hill  and  dale,  not  leaving  a  trace  of  its  light  f( 
steps.  Men,  horses,  dogs,  united  for  the  mon 
by  the  universal  sympathy  of  destruction,  nu 
impetuously  after  him.  Now  the  doomed  ani 
dashed  through  a  narrow  branch  of  the  Ouse,t 
rushed  up  the  overhanging  hills;  again  hea 
the  hounds  at  his  feet,  after  running  throu( 
wide  sweep,  it  fled  down  to  the  lowlands,  wl 
some  fields  of  corn  well  enclosed,  gave  a  hop 
eluding  its  unrelenting  pursuers.  The  exciten 
now  became  too  powerful  for  resistance, 
fences  were  very  high,  and  in  some  places  o 
topped  by  quickset  hedges.  These  afforded  1 
impediment  to  the  dogs,  who  burst  through  th 
but  the  hunters  were  obliged  to  ride  roanc 
seek  for  the  best  spots  for  leaping.  As  to  mi 
my  hurry,  forgetting  Mellish's  advice,  I  attem] 
to  spring  Red  Bess  over  a  ditch ;  but  she  breu 
fortunately  for  me.  Although  under  mental 
citement,  I  became  weak,  almost  to  imbedl 
in  personal  danger  I  preserved  the  greatest  ] 
sence  of  mind ;  so  feeling  the  brute  rolling  bi 
wards,  I  made  a  powerful  effort  to  dash  mjTMl 
one  side,  so  as  to  escape  her  weight  falling 
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Md  crashing  me.  This,  probably,  saved  my  life, 
bat  I  met  with  a  severe  accident :  my  head  coming 
in  contact  with  the  stump  of  a  tree  growing  out 
of  the  ditch,  received  a  slight  contusion ;  and  my 
hft  leg,  over  which  the  haunches  of  the  animal 
n>Iled,  was  broken. 

These  accidents  caused  me  considerable  pain, 

*ik1  in  some  d^ree  confused  my  senses ;  still  I 

f^ned  an  apprehension  of  my  danger,  and, 

<lresding  every  moment  to  be  trampled  on,   I 

^ggled  to  roll  myself  down  into  the  gripe  of  the 

<'iUA,but  was  unequal  to  the  attempt.     I  then 

^'led  aloud  for  help,  but  my  voice  was  lost  in  the 

feud  cry  of  the  hunters — "  The  stag  is  at  bay — ^the 

'^  is  at  bay.''     It  seemed  that,  finding  itself  ex- 

'^Usted,  faint,  and  unequal  to  continue  its  flight,  it 

"^  tamed  proudly  round  to  face  its  pursuers, 

^nd  all  panting  as  it  was,  and  hopeless  of  escape, 

■^■tiggled  to  revenge  itself  on  the  yelping  hounds, 

^Hich  had  conquered  its  nobler  nature.  Already  two 

^  them  had  been  gored  to  death ;  the  boldest  of 

**^«  huntsmen  then  galloped  forward  to  see  to  the 

••*ety  of  the  pack,  while   others,  more  timid, 

^^tempted  to  rein  in  their  steeds.    At  the  instant 

^   heard  a  horseman  approach  towards  the  place 

^licre  I  lay :  I  made  an  effort  to  rise  and  warn 

^^  off,  but  fell  back  in  the  effort,  and  for  some 

foments  objects  became  indistinct ;  but  I  after- 
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wards  learned  that  Sir  Egbert  Eastville,  wbo 
riding  to  the  very  spot  where  Red  Bess 
breasted,  seeing  me  on  the  ground,  and  find! 
impossible  to  check  his  hunter,  had  at  no  i 
risk  sprung  from  its  back,  and,  giving  it  the  ^ 
it  bounded  over  me,  clearing  the  ditch.  He 
raised  me  in  his  arms,  and  called  loudly  for 
I  was  now  sufficiently  restored  to  be  consdo 
what  was  passing.  In  a  few  moments  a  gentl 
came  up,  exclaiming  : — "  Ah !  Sir  Egbert,  h 
this?  I  saw  your  horse  dash  by  alone, 
guessed  you  had  fallen;  not  seriously  hi 
hope  V 

Sir  Egbert  in  a  peculiarly  mild  voice  expl 
that  he  had  alighted  to  a£ford  assistance  to  a 
tleman  whom  he  feared  had  received  a  u 
injury. 

^^  Ah !  I  am  glad  it  was  not  you,''  obs* 
the  other,  carelessly;  "positively  the  hun 
worth  a  man's  life.  I  have  been  huntinj 
upwards  of  thirty  years,  and  have  never  witn 
such  a  famous  run.  But  d — n  it.  Old  Dick  C 
as  usual,  beat  us  all.  But  this  time  he  has  so: 
for  it,  for,  just  as  he  alighted  to  give  the  em 
grace — a  custom  he  would  not  neglect  to 
his  estate — his  favourite  hunter.  Wildfire 
down  dead;  and  there  is  Old  Dick  blubl 
like  a  schoolboy  over  the  carcase,  and  Bweari 
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the  dogs,  vowing  they  shall  never  feast  on  Wild- 
in,  and  Doctor  Jerold  in  his  dry  jocose  way 
adfinng  him/^ 

"Doctor  Jerold^  do  you  say  ?^*  cried  Sir  Egbert, 
iBteiroptiiig  him  :  ^^how  fortunate  his  being  at 
the  chaser 

'^  Catch  him  at  that !''  replied  the  other,  '^  more- 
over, this  confoundedly  warm  weather  !  No ;  but 
JQ>t  as  the  stag  was  stalked — ^for  there  was  no 
<Aer  way  of  getting  the  animal  down — he  drove 
up  in  his  gig  on  his  way  to  York/^ 

"How  very  fortunate P'  repeated  Sir  Egbert,  in 
the  same  mild  voice ;  ^^  would  you  be  so  kind  as 
to  ride  over  to  wherever  he  is,  and  desire  him  to 
huten  here,  for  I  much  fear  this  gentleman,  who 
appears  a  stranger,  has  .broken  his  leg." 

**  A  d— d  awkward  horseman  he  must  have 
h^;  for  when  he  first  entered  the  field,  Collet 
^  I  were  struck  with  the  strength  and  beauty 
^^  bay  mare  he  was  mounted  on.  I  fancy  he  is 
^  of  the  officers  quartered  in  York.'' 

^  All  this  time  he  is  suffering,"  said  Sir  Egbert, 
^  ^  altered  tone  ;^  and,  as  it  might  fatigue  you 
^  call  Doctor  Jerold,  if  you  promise  to  remain 
here  till  my  return,  I  will  run  myself  for  him.** 

This  had  the  desired  effeet:  the  Nimrod  of 
"^  years'  standing,  humming  Bright  Chanti- 
^f  rode  off,  and  in  a  few  moments  returned 
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with  Doctor  Jerold.  Explanations  a; 
place,  I  made  an  effort  to  thank  Sir  E 
give  some  account  of  myself,  but  th 
who  was  examining  the  contusion  on 
which  he  pronounced  to  be  triflin 
bited  me  from  speaking.  He  then,  e^ 
spot^  bled  me  and  set  my  leg,  after  whii 
familiar  tone  which  proved  how  intima 
with  the  proud  Baronet,  told  him  in  a  Ic 
but  which  I  overheard — that  he  had  met 
mess,  considered  me  a  very  gentlemanly 
person,  and  that  he  understood  from 
manding  officer  that  I  had  been  in  Egyp 
distinguished  myself  at  the  storming  of  ^ 
This,  no  doubt,  gave  Sir  Egbert  a 
impression,  for  he  instantly  said^  '^  If 
removing  him  to  York  would  be  att< 
pain  or  danger,  let  him  be  brought  to 
By  going  through  the  orchards  we  ai 
half  a  mile  from  it ;  there  he  will  be  m 
nient  to  you,  Jerold,  and  during  our  t 
being  at  the  Terrace  can  be  no  inoo 
Lady  Eastville  does  not  propose  retur 
month,  and  by  that  time  I  should  supp 
be  quite  recovered." 

"  Not  quite,"  answered  the  Docto 
ever.  Sir  Egbert,  I  really  think  removi 
York  might  be  attended  with  danger. 
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he  added,  in  a  friendly  voice,  "  consider  that  the 
Boise  of  a  barrack-room  would  tend  much  towards 
J»  recovery.*^ 

*TTicn/*  replied  Sir  Egbert,  «I  shall  ride 
Anmd,  and  give  orders  to  prepare  for  his  re- 
ttf&m ;  and  remember,  Jerold,  you  dine  with 

He  answered  gaily,  "  I  never  forget  venison 
laddaret'* 

Sir  Egbert  laughed,  and,  mounting  a  horse  his 
pwta  led,  rode  off.  Soon  after  I  was  laid  on  a 
litter,  and  conveyed  with  much  care  to  his 
splendid  residence.  Arrived  there,  I  was  placed 
in  a  chamber  situated  in  the  left  wing ;  but, 
tteogh  the  most  distant  from  the  dining-room, 
•the  evening  advanced,  every  now  and  then  my 
*hunbers  were  broken  by  the  loud  merriment  of 
Shunters. 

Eaiiy  on  the  following  morning  Doctor  Jerold 
ntered  my  apartment.  I  was  much  pleased  with 
"iiQ;  to  scientific  knowledge  and  skill  he 
^>ited  a  happy  humour,  and  great  kindness  of 
*^iier.  After  examining  my  head  and  broken 
^\  he  gave  me  numerous  directions,  to  which 
^  begged  I  would  carefully  attend,  adding,  he 
*^ped  to  see  me  next  day,  but  was  then  obliged 
^  ittend  his  patients,  several  at  a  consider- 
Alc  distance.     "  By  the  by,'^    he  continued. 
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*^I  must  not  forget  to  give  you  Si 
polite  message,  requesting  that  you  w; 
things  here  as  if  it  was  your  own  1 
would  have  paid  hb  compliments  pei 
fore  he  went ;  but  I  prohibited  him, 
downright  necessary  to  your  restoratic 

^'  Has  Sir  Egbert  departed  so  ear 
manded. 

"  Ay,  two  hours  ago/'  he  answere 
Eastville  has  had  a  slight  cold^  and  he 
uxorious  husband,  that  he  is  quite 
till  he  returns  to  her.  Good  encour 
bachelors  hke  you  and  me,  Mr.  Dc 
marry  !'^ 

I  smiled,  observing,  ^*  I  understand 
ville  is  very  beautiful — at  least  whe 
staying  in  the  neighbourhood  of  CI 
was  considered  so.  However,  I  had  n 
fortune  to  see  her,  as  I  was  in  Cum 
leave.'* 

'^She  can  scarcely  be  termed  bei 
answered ;  *^  indeed,  it  is  injustice  to 
for  then  when  people  see  her  they  i 
appointed;  but  Lady  Eastville  is  lo'v 
angel's  goodness  shines  through  her  eve 
At  the  instant  the  servant  announced 
was  at  the  door,  bo,  shaking  me  by  tl 
departed. 
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next  three  weeks  passed  drearily  enough. 
>ntiuion  on  my  head  proved  more  trouble- 
Jian  the  Doctor  had  anticipated;  my  leg 
eatly  swollen,  and  I  was  very  feverish, 
fected  my  nerves,  which  were  weakened  to 
.  d^;ree  that  the  slightest  noise  startled 
id  worse,  my  mind  became  haunted  with 
d  dreams  and  presentiments.  I  am  par- 
in  mentioning  this,  because  it  helps  to  ac- 
for  a  scene  which  otherwise  must  appear 
i  or  over-wrought;  and  still  in  this  detail  of 
',  fiur  from  any  exaggeration,  I  will  try  to 
1  the  full  expression  of  my  feelings. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

As  soon  as  the  fever^  resulting  from  theirri 
of  my  broken  limb,  had  abated,  by  the  ore 
Doctor  Jerold,  I  was  laid  on  a  couch,  whic 
gently  rolled  into  a  small,  but  elegant  apai 
adjoining  the  sleeping  room  into  whichj  g 
first  arrival,  I  had  been  carried.  No  place 
be  more  happily  adapted  for  an  invalid :  it 
windows,  reaching  to  the  ground,  opened 
wide  terrace,  commanding  an  extensive 
Near  the  house  it  was  adorned  by  the 
fragrant  and  richest  plants :  roses  and  flo 
myrtles  forced  their  way  through  the  ( 
sashes,  contending  for  the  prize  of  beaut 
foreign  plants — many  of  which  I  did  not 
even  by  name — their  more  delicate  perfume 
ing  to  the  scent  of  the  climates,  whose 
blossoms,  intermingling  with  the  bright 
of  the  trumpet-honeysuckle,  hung  in  £m 
drapery  aboye  them.  The  front  of  the  i 
sloped  off   towards  the  lawn,  its  vivid 
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relieved  by  small  knots  of  American  shrubs, 
or  baskets  of  geraniums,  removed  from  the  con- 
semtorifts  at  that  genial  season;  some  of  the 
iQost  precious  of  these  were  placed  near  my 
window.  Below,  lay  the  noble  riyer,  ita  clear 
viters  thrown  into  relief  by  the  wooded  hills 
that  rose  almost  perpendicularly  from  its  edge, 
their  rugged  sides  enlivened  by  deer  and  nume- 
1008  rabbits.  Near  the  couch  on  which  I  re- 
dined,  stood  a  dumb-waiter,  weighed  down  with 
Mry  delicacy  Doctor  Jerold  could  suggest  as 
fiUy  to  please  my  waning  appetite,  and  with 
wiueh  my  noble  and  hospitable  host  took  care 
I  ihoold  be  supplied ;  at  the  other  end  was  placed 
I  uoatl  table  covered  with  books,  pamphlets. 
Papers,  prints^  &c.,  &c. ;  and,  as  the  night  closed 
IB}  the  small  glowing  wood  fire,  and  the  soft 
Gg^t  of  lamps,  in  vases  of  the  purest  alabas- 
^>  replaced,  and  not  ineffectually  either,  the 
'*ig^t  morning  sun,  and  the  elaborate  bowers  of 
^yiUe  and  roses. 

This  description  may  appear  trivial  and  un- 
^^Qedfor ;  but  I  would,  if  possible,  convey  to  the 
'MePs  mind  the  peace  and  happiness  of  that 
''^•iiiion — of  that  family  of  whom  I  was  the  fell 
^kttroyer!  Oh!  God,  infinite  in  thy  wisdom, 
^iidKNmded  in  thy  goodness,  how  surpassing — 
I^Qjrond  man's  comprehension,  is  thy  mercy,  when 
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such  a  wretch  as  I  dare  even  in  penitence  ap 
proach  thy  footstool !  But  Thou,  my  Redeemer 
who  rejoicest  not  at  the  death  of  a  sinner,  bix 
rather  that  he  should  turn  from  his  wickednes 
and  live,  hast  not  disdained  to  hear  my  prayei 
These  memories  of  the  past  are  too  painful, 

cannot  proceed. 

»  #  »  « 

Again  I  resume  my  narrative.  About  a  montl 
might  have  elapsed  since  my  accident,  and  ii 
despite  of  every  attention  I  suffered  from  nervoo 
fever,  whose  effects  led  to  an  event  apparentl 
unworthy  of  notice,  but  which  subsequently,  i 
concatenation  with  others,  helped  to  work  out  tb 
evils  which  I  once  impiously  imputed  to  the  irr< 
versible  decrees  of  an  unrelenting  destiny.  Ala0 
even  to  the  righteous  it  is  sad  to  think  on  whi 
mere  trifles  our  worldly  prosperity  depends ;  tli 
calculations  of  human  wisdom  are  but  dust  in  tfa 
balance  against  the  tide  which  drives  us  on  f 
fortune,  be  it  for  weal  or  for  woe ;  and  this,  wfaic 
on  a  casual  view  may  appear  imjust  or  mysteriott 
is  solved  by  the  great  truth,  that  in  heaven  aloe 
can  we  anchor  our  hopes  of  happiness.  To  qs 
my  digression,  though  willingly  would  I  loiter,-* 
so  much  do  I  dread  the  detail  of  coming  events 
— I  received  a  letter  from  Charles  Mellishi  ] 
which,  with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  his  warm  alfo 
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tions,  be  entered  into  a  description  of  his  grief  for 
ias  mother's  death, — repeated  many  proofs'  of 
W  self-denial,  practised  to  enable  him  to  pur- 
chase a  lieutenancy,    to    which  he   would    be 
appointed  in   the  next  Gazette ;  he  then  alluded 
to  our  school-boy  days  in  Cork,  and  all  the 
changes  which   had  since  tak«n    place.      This 
letter  deeply  affected    me,   and    increased    the 
fever  under  which  I  laboured.     I  sunk  into  a 
lond  of  uneasy  slumber :  fearful  dreams  haunted 
ooe,    I  thought  I  was  hurling  Clara  down  a  steep 
ptdpice  at  Cader  Idris;  that  she  grasped  at  my 
bees,  calling  on  me  to  save  her.     I  awoke  from 
the  torture  of  my  leg:   a  gentlemanly,  stately- 
lookiog  person,  holding  up  a  child  in  his  arms, 
^  standing  at  my  bed-side ;  the  face  of  the 
child  was  bent  over  me,  as  the  curtains  were 
i^ly  closed  ;  the  light  was  dubious,  it  appeared 
^  my  confused  and  troubled  fancy,  that  it  was 
t^ara,  of  whom  I  had  been  dreaming.   Yielding  to 
a  audden  impulse,  starting  up,  I  clasped  the  child 
^  tty  arms,  muttering :  "  Clara — ^beloved  Clara  V' 
Terrified  at  my  vehemence,  with  a  cry,  the 
^d  escaped,  nearly  rolling  off  the  bed ;  while 
^  Egbert  Eastville — for  it  was  he — inquired, 
proudly : 

'^Mr.  Deerhurst,   what   is  the   cause  of  this 
•^'^c  emotion?'' 

VOL.  I.  M 
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Ashamed  of  my  childish  folly  in  yielding  to 
a  delusion,  I  was  muttering  some  excuse  about 
dreaming,  raving,  and  so  forth,  when  my  embar- 
rassment was   relieved   by   the  entrance  of  Dr. 
Jerold,  who,  on  feeling  my  pulse,  expressed  his 
vexation  at  finding  me  so  ill.     Here,  Sir  Egbert 
joined  in  his  regpsts.  To  be  brief,  a  few  days  passed 
on,  and  during  these,  the  proud  Baronet  paid  me 
unremitting  attention.     My  fever  passed  off.   It 
was  the  fourth  evening,  when  entering  my  sitting- 
room,  at  an  unusually  late  hour,  he  said : 

"  Mr.  Deerhurst,  I  have  a  request  to  make  o 
you — it  is  quite  a  nursery  tale,  I  have  jttf 
received  an  account  from  Lady  Eastville,  wh 
is  staying  with  her  two  elder  children  at  a  fnend 
house,  some  miles  distant,  that  they  have  be€ 
seized  with  measles  of  a  virulent  descriptioi 
under  these  circumstances,  she  will  not  perm 
Herbert — her  pet,*'  and  he  smiled,  and  pointi 
to  the  boy  who  had  caused  my  emotion,  ^' 
join  her.  Unfortunately,  I  am  obliged  to  atter 
some  magisterial  business  in  York.  Now,  : 
a  conclusion  to  my  most  unromantical  tale, 
must  acquaint  you  that  Lady  Eastville  disaj 
proves  of  the  nurse  now  in  charge  of  Herberi 
her  being  so  for  the  last  few  days  was  a  me 
chanco.  Should  I  be  presuming  too  far^  M 
Deerhurst,  to  request,  that  during  my  absenc 
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you  will  sometimes  permit  Herbert  to  remain 
with  you  ?  It  will  be  a  protection ;  and  you  will 
£nd  him  useful  to  fetch  and  carry.  Won't  you, 
Herbert  ?"  he  exclaimed,  leading  the  bright  child 
towards  me.  As  he  did  so,  for  the  first  time, 
I  remarked  Sir  Egbert's  appearance.  He  was 
dxnre  the  middle  size,  slight,  but  of  very  erect 
carriage.  His  hair  was  of  a  light  brown,  with  a 
tinge  of  yellow ; — his  complexion  fair  to  delicacy, 
but  relieved  by  full  whiskers.  On  the  first  view 
Us  ootmtenance  was  tranquil,  but  more  closely 
oamined,  the  deep  set  eyes  were  expressive  of 
i&bdaed  passions,  and  at  times  there  was  an  ex- 
pession  of  scorn  in  the  indenting  of  his  short 
^pper  lip.  His  manners  were  pleasing  though 
Mutant;  he  impressed  one  with  the  idea  of  a 
Pmm  possessed  of  fine  sensibilities,  fastidious  to 
'dement,  attentive  to  all  the  forms  of  politeness 
^  etiquette,  surprisingly  so  for  a  man  of  his 
•^tenaivc  information. 

B^hingoutmy  hand  to  Herbert,  who  bounded 
**>wwd8  me  with  the  most  engaging  familiarity,  I 
■••wed  Sir  Egbert  that  I  would  pay  him  every 
■ttcntion,  and  that  I  would  prove  an  excellent 
'^'''•e.  I  then  expressed  my  grateful  sense  of 
•''  the  kindness  I  had  received.  He  seemed 
l^^Med  with  my  ready  acceptance  of  Herbert 
^om  he  charged  to  be  a  very  good  boy,  and 
^^  departed  for  York. 

M  2 
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In  a  thousand  little  ways  Herbert  won  on  m, 
affection.  It  was  pretty  to  witness  his  love  snc 
care  of  ray  broken  leg ;  he  would  lay  his  hand  w 
gently  on  it,  kiss  it  so  tenderly,  shake  his  head 
with  such  solemn  pity ;  then  fixing  his  intelligent 
eyes  on  mine  make  me  tell  him  of  the  naughty 
horse  that  had  thrown  me.  But  I  need  not 
explain  the  thousand  ways  by  which  infancy  en- 
twines itself  to  the  heart ;  the  most  callous  cannot 
remain  insensible  to  the  sincerity  and  warmth  of 
childish  affection,  yet  alas !  in  this  sinful  woridi 
even  this  pure  sentiment  is  alloyed  by  the  ^efic^ 
tion,  that  often  in  after-ye^rs  the  heart  of  the 
parent  is  wounded  by  the  indifference,  the  dis- 
obedience, the  selfishness  of  the  once  beloved 
child. 

About  a  week  had  passed  since  my  first  intro- 
duction to  Herbert;  every  day  I  became  mO'* 
attaclied  to  the  little  fellow.  In  the  interv* 
Doctor  Jerold  had  twice  called  at  the  Terrace,  V 
examine  my  leg.  He  acquainted  me  that  Sir  Eg 
bert's  daughter  was  out  of  immediate  danger,  bt 
continued  very  delicate,  and  that  Lady  Elastvil 
suffered  much  from  anxiety  about  her.  Atd 
end  of  the  week  Sir  Egbert  again  came,  and  r 
mained  for  a  few  days.  He  said  it  would  be  son 
time  before  he  returned,  for  he  was  going  to  Lac 
Eastville,  and  then  that  an  imperative  necesail 
obliged  him  to  proceed  to  London,  but  he  hope 
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on  the  following  month  his  family  would  be  well 
enough  to  accompany  him  back^  when  they  would 
all  be  so  gay  and  happy ;  and  even  if  I  were  quite 
m)vered;  that  I  should  remain  to  partake  of  their 
pkisares.  My  attention  to  Herbert  had  won  his 
pititade^  and  I  found  him  one  of  the  most 
pkaaing  companions  I  had  ever  met.  In  general, 
from  the  stateliness  of  his  carriage  and  the  studied 
poKteness  of  his  address,  he  appeared  to  strangers 
proud  and  distant :  far  from  it,  his  mind  was  too 
ttalted,  too  dignified  for  pride  or  affectation ;  but 
k  possessed  a  tone  of  high  feeling  which  rendered 
^  opinions  of  honour  and  of  women  perfectly 
^valric.  Aware  that  his  ideas  on  most  subjects 
^tte  too  highly  wrought  for  general  society,  and 
ought  expose  him  to  ridicule,  from  which  his 
iQmtive  mind  shrank  with  horror,  he  became 
'served,  except  to  the  favoured  few  who  ever 
^d  his  conversation  unique^  interesting,  and 
lostmctive;  for  he  was  a  man  of  letters  and 
^oqoamted  with  almost  every  Court  in  Europe. 
Hii  love  for  Lady  Eastville  and  his  children  was 
P^ectly  enthusiastic ;  never  was  any  person  more 
^^Iculated  to  enjoy  domestic  love,  or  render  his 
'^e  a  terrestrial  paradise ;— but  the  awakening 
^'one  fell  passion  blighted  all. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

On  the  following  morning  Jerold  jo 
and  we  spent  two  days  agreeably.  I 
leave^  Sir  Egbert  again  commended  H< 
my  care ;  and  the  Doctor^  after  giving  i 
directions  about  my  health,  observed,  * 
he  was  going  to  visit  a  distant  patient, 
not  be  able  to  see  me  until  the  followin 
It  was  then  early  in  August,  the  wei 
quisite,  and  my  leg  so  far  recovered,  tt 
able  to  hobble  out  on  the  walk  ben 
window,  which  opened  to  the  ground, 
by  my  crutches,  Herbert  insisted  on  \ 
pair,  and  I  found  amusement  in  observin 
light  at  imitating  my  lameness.  Thus 
tinned  until  about  the  15th,  and  in  tl 
more  Jerold  was  expected.  It  chanced 
day  was  unusually  hot,  and  Herbert  co 
of  head-ache,  and  appeared  oppressed, 
it  to  the  weather;  this  caused  me  no 
and  in  the  afternoon  when  a  breese  got  u 
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^ifi)  out.  At  first  he  appeared  cheerful,  collecting 
oJossoms,  or  bounding  forwards^  as  he  observed 
tie  gambols  of  the  fawns  on  the  distant  hill,  or 
clapping  his  little  hands  as  he  heard  the  screams 
of  the  rooks,  who  were  flying  towards  a  distant 
grore.  Suddenly  he  threw  himself  on  the  grass, 
complaining  of  fatigue ;  with  difficulty  I  got  him 
to  return,  and,  placing  him  on  a  couch,  again  re- 
named my  walk,  but  had  not  proceeded  far,  when 
I  was  alarmed  by  hearing  him  utter  the  most 
pierdng  cries.  I  hastened  back  in  an  alarm, 
which  was  increased  by  perceiving  his  attendant 
Ijing  on  the  ground  with  her  clothes  on  fire.  I 
Mduded  she  had  fallen  down  in  a  fit,  but  soon 
<ittcovered  it  was  the  result  of  intoxication. 
Having  extinguished  her  dress,  I  rung  the  bell 
^olently;  it  was  answered  by  a  footman  equally 
intoxicated ;  this  was  the  more  provoking  as  I 
^d  that  Walter  the  butler,  the  person  to  whom 
^£gbert  had  entrusted  the  care  of  his  place, 
'^  gone  to  York.  I  ordered  that  an  express 
''^tild  be  sent  after  him,  for  I  was  ignorant  of 
^  £«berf  s  address. 

^ough  these  measures  somewhat  calmed  my 
^,  I  spent  a  restless  night ;  the  exertions  I  had 
°^  obliged  to  use  inflamed  my  broken  limb, 
^i  Herbert  was  very  feverish,  which  I  solely  im- 
P^ted  to  the  terror  he  had  suffiered. 


Walter;  but,  as  on  inquiry  I  learned  it  \^ 
constant  habit,  and  that  beside  she  was  a 
of  a  \aolent,  cruel,  temper,  I  received  her  ov 
sternly,    declaring    my    resolution   the   n 
1^1  Doctor  Jerold,  or  any  other  person  wl 

ill  authority  in  the  family  arrived,  that  she  sh( 

dismissed.  Even  then  she  tried  to  condlia 
but,  provoked  at  the  annoyance  and  dangei 
had  resulted  from  her  inebriety,  I  treat 
with  the  utmost  severity,  commanding  her 
approach  Herbert,  who  should  remain  sc 
my  apartments  until  another  attendant  Wf 
cured.  Then  she  yielded  to  a  fury,  whic 
vinced  me  the  accounts  I  had  received 
temper  were  not  exaggerated,  and  I  fount 
difficulty  in  getting  her  to  leave  the  apai 
Having  done  so,  I  dismissed  her  firom  my  tb 
as  a  being  too  insignificant  to  awaken  moi 
a  momentary  anger. 

The   dav   nassed    heavilv.    Herbert  coi 
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fire,  calling  in  lisping  accents  for  his  mamma ;  my 
poaition  was  very  embarrassing,  when  I  found  some 
idief  in  the  arrival  of  Walter.  He  had  lived  with 
Sir  Egbert  for  several  years^  and  in  his  absence  had 
60  control  over  the  other  servants.  He  told  me 
AitNeUy  bad  been  recommended  by  Lady  Ayls- 
Wy^and  for  that  reason^  though  not  approved,  Sir 
Sgbert  did  not  wish  to  part  with  her ;  but  that 
^Wpt  on  emergencies  she  was  never  entrusted 
with  the  care  of  the  children.  He  then  offered 
to  set  off  immediately  for  Dr.  Jerold^  and,  in  the 
^v^t  of  missing  him,  to  procure  some  other 
physi(^an.  Afterwards  we  consulted  on  the  pro- 
priety of  acquainting  Lady  Eastville,  and  at  length 
concluded  on  doing  so,  since,  should  Herbert 
^  it  would  in  some  degree  prepare  her  for  the 
^^  and  relieve  us  from  the  responsibility. 
Soon  after  Walter  departed,  and  I  sat  down  by 
^  couch  in  a  very  melancholy  mood,  for  I 
Aonght  poor  Herbert  was  dying,  and  he  had  so 
S^ned  on  my  affections,  that  I  felt  a  father's 
•^ety  about  him. 

I^us  I  continued  with  little  intermission  till 
"'^t  nine  in  the  evening;  by  that  time  his  sleep 
appeared  more  calm,  and,  as  the  air  of  the  room 
^  very  sultry,  I  resolved  to  take  a  few  turns  on 
*®  terrace,  and  had  just  arranged  my  crutches 
^^  the  purpose,  when  I  heard  a  chariot  drive  up 

M  3 
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pressed  sobs  press  the  hai 
lips.  This,  of  course,  mus 
and  I  rejoiced  at  her  an 
Jerold's  entering,  but  he 
there  I  continued  standing 
window,  considering  what  I 
I  heard  Lady  Eastville  ii 
utter  a  prayer;  after  whic 
she  approached  the  bell^  her 
graceful.  I  was  aware  ths 
known  to  her  was  awkward 
might  be  an  intrusion,  so 
push  open  the  glass  door,  p^ 
the  walk ;  in  doing  so  my 
obliged  to  look  for  suppo; 
noise,  she  advanced,  exdaii 
is  there  ?'^  I  made  no  answ< 
drapery  of  the  curtain,  she 
the  evening  light  fell  upon 


leni  lur  my  exuausceu  irame ;  tne  currenr  oi 
od  rushed  to  my  head,  then  retreated  to  my 
—a  dizziness  seized  me,  and  for  some 
was  incapable  of  moving,  then  catching  at 
liture  for  support,  I  staggered  forward.  She 
lin  kneeling  by  the  couch,  her  head  buried 
billow,  but  I  saw  her  bosom  heave  as  Her* 
dumber  grew  more  feverish;  yet,  even 
mly  thought  of  myself,  and  stooping  over  her 
lered  "  Clara — but  no,  pardon  me,  I  should 
i  you  as  Lady  Eastville ;  after  the  lapse  of 
J  years  may  Freville  Deerhurst  hope  to  be 
oembered  P'  She  started  up  exclaiming  :— 
y  senses  deceive  me,  or  is  it  indeed  my  own 
usin  Freville  who  is  here  ?" 
re  of  my  deep  feelings,  I  had  addressed  her 
odied  coldness ;  not  so  Clara,  her  counte- 
irightened  with  pleasure^  and  she  took  my 
iih  friendly  warmth.  I  was  too  much 
I  to  speak,  but  she  was  quite  calm,  and  as  I 
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Herbert^s  illness  to  terror;  I  recapitulated  t 
scene  that  had  occurred,  speaking  of  NeUy  Du 
geon's  intoxication  and  insolence  with  the  utmc 
asperity,  and  concluded  by  expressing  my  sorpri 
that  such  a  person  should  be  retained  in  the  famil 
She  answered  mildly,  ^^  The  fact  is,  Frevil 
Lady  Aylsbury,  who  you  must  know  is  in  mai 
respects  a  very  whimsical  person,  for  a  long  tir 
kept  this  Nelly  as  a  kind  of  confidential  servan 
and  afterwards,  as  I  strongly  suspect,  finding  1: 
an  incumbrance,  and  wishing  to  get  rid  of  h 
pressed  her  into  my  service,  requesting  I  woi 
retain  her  in  it  until  she  returned  from  Frankf( 
whither  she  was  going.  There  is  so  much  low  d 
simulation  in  Lady  Aylsbury^s  character,  that 
spite  of  her  position,  I  believe  her  capable 
any  meanness ;  heretofore  I  thought  Ne 
of  so  little  consequence,  that  I  would  not  i 
the  risk  of  offending  Lady  Aylsbury  by  d 
missing  her ;  but  after  the  scene  you  have  y 
described,  on  Sir  Egbert's  return,  she  shall  q 
the  Terrace."  I  was  strenuously  advising  hei 
that  effect,  when  to  my  astonishment,  Nelly  stc 
before  us ;  it  appeared  that  she  had- followed  Li 
Eastville  to  the  door,  with  the  intention  of  mak 
excuses,  but  not  finding  the  opportunity,  had 
mained  there,  closely  observing  and  listen! 
Being  no  longer  able  to  command  her  fury,  s 
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cried  out:  **My  Lady,  only  listen  to  me;  it  is 
»  shame  for  you/^  she  added,  addressing  me, 
''after  all  the  trouble  you  have  given  in  the  house, 
to  be  finding  fault  and  abusing  a  poor  servant 
who  has  no  other  dependance.'* 

"This  is  intolerable,'*  exclaimed  Clara,  rising 
Md  commanding  her  to  retire. 

"Let  her  first  hand  me  my  crutch,"  said  I,  who 

^  rather  amused  at  witnessing  Nell's  fury.     As 

she  handed  it  to  me  she  muttered  between  her 

teeth, "  I  wish  your  leg  might  break  in  two ;  and  so 

you  are  my  Lady's  cousin  ?  Well  that  is  strange  !" 

"  Still  loitering  here,"  said  Lady  Eastville,  "  go 

>n»tantly  and  send  Mrs.  Waller."     She  retired 

IPunbling,  and  Clara  again   resumed  her  place 

'^  the  couch  :  she  sat  on  a  low  seat  so  as  to 

^^h  more  attentively  Herbert's  breathing.     I 

Pwced  myself  on  a  chair  opposite  to  them,  then 

^^  the  simple  benevolence  that  had  ever  marked 

^  character,  she  arranged  cushions  to  support 

^y  leg,  after  which  for  some  time  we  remained 

*"^*it  She  had  cast  aside  her  bonnet  and  pelisse, 

^^  as  she  half  reclined  against  the  arm  of  the 

^^ch,  with  her  long  hair  thrown  back,  her  soft 

^^*  anxiously  fixed  on  Herbert,  and  her  cheeks 

Po^Qg  ^^jj  maternal  affection,  methought  I  had 

"^^^er  seen  her  look  so  lovely,  and  I  turned  my 
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head  aside  that   she  should  not  observe  my  gzm.  ^^ 
of  rapture. 

After  a  time  she  broke  silence,  saying :  "  F^«' 
ville,  will  you  not  be  glad  to  see  Waller  agairm  ? 
When  my  marriage  took  place  I  sent  for  her  *^ 
Wales,  and  it  would  be  hard  to  say  which  of  '■^^ 
felt  most  happy  at  the  reunion.'* 

"  Is  it  possible,  Lady  Eastville,*'  I  answer©  ^» 
"  that  it  is  your  old  nursery  governess  or  hou*^^- 
keeper  that  has  now  the  care  of  your  childrerB-  ^ 
Strange  that  when  I  heard  the  name  it  did  n  ^^^ 
occur  to  me ;  and  how  kind  of  you  in  your  pn>^' 
perity  to  think  of  past  friends  !'* 

"  Kinder  than  you,  Freville  !"  she  answered  i  ^ 
a  playful  tone, "  when  you  call  me  Lady  Eastvil  B-^ 
and  not  Clara.     But  in  remembering  old  friencX  ^ 
the  kindness  is  to  myself,  for  it  promotes  my  hap^^ 
piness,  for  they  are  associated  in  my  mind  wit;-^ 
my  dear  fatlier,  Cader  Idris,  and  all  the  brighB  ^ 
hours  of  childhood.     No,  I  never  can  forget  th  ^ 
friends  of  my  youth  ;  and  then  you  know^  Yx&^ 
^'iUe,   or  you  ought  to  know,   that  my  ideas  o^ 
happiness  were  always  domestic,  and  amidst  tls-^ 
prosperity  to  which  you  allude,  I  find  my  great-" 
est  charm  in  my  affections,  for  Egbert's  love  i  ^ 
more  valuable  to  me  than  i^ll  his  treasures  of  fin^ 
places,  houses,  and  their  adjuncts/' 
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I  bit  my  lips   to   smother  a  sigh^    and  as  I 

must  say  something,   observed,   "I  thought  it 

^1^  a  Mr.  Lascelles  you    married  so  soon  after 

^7  departure  from  England.^       I  laid  a  great 

^phasis  on  the  words  so  soon,  but  she  did  not 

notice  it,    and  merely  replied,  "Sir Egbert  and 

^r*  Lascelles  are  one  and  the  same ;  some  other 

day  you   shall   have  the  particulars.    And  now 

^  me  ask  where  is  your  beautiful  and  beloved 

%Iine  Tennant  ? 

'*  Married  like  yourself,  Clara,'*  I  replied  in  a 
tone  of  agitation. 

**  Oh !  dear  Freville,  I  am  sorry,**  she  said 
^^thingly,  "  I  feared  you  were  unhappy  from 
y^^^ir  looks." 

I  interrupted  her,  petulantly,  exclaiming,  "  For 
^^^ven's  sake,  do  not  again  speak  to  me  in  this 
''^^^ner  of  Miss  Tennant — she  never  was  my 
^^.**  She  smiled  incredulously,  and  put  her 
^%er  to  her  lip  to  imply  silence  ;  at  the  instant 
^^*8.  Waller  entered.  I  greeted  her  with  much 
P^^asure,  and  in  an  imder  voice  we  talked  and 
^^^hed  at  Clara's  being  a  mother,  "And  this  little 
^'^How,**  said  she,  « is  the  pet.'* 

^*  I  fear  so,**  answered  Clara.  "  And  now,  Wal- 
*^^^,  carry  him  to  my  room.*' 

^^  I  would  not,   on   any   account,  disturb  him 
^^om  that  sleep,**  was  the  answer  ;  "  besides,  ray 


^.   ..^*  utitive  village,  ot  M 
account.     Poor  Clara,   he 
tionate  that  neither  circur 
taught  her  to  forget  a  frie 
About  two  in  the  momii 
was  then  removed,  and  I : 
but  not  to  rest — my  spirit 
a  perfect  ecstacy  at  being 
with  Clara,  and  seeing  her 
settled  ;    the  last  few  hoi 
interest,  and  I  strove  to  : 
reflecting   on   hers  ;    but  1 
again  predominated^  and  I  ft 
as  I  reflected  that  she  was  t 
At  length  I  fell  into  a  slum 
roused  by  the  entrance  of  I 
me   Herbert  was   dangerou 
hope  of  him  was  that  meazL 
I  was  sincerely  sorry  at  tl 
night  the  doctor  remained,  i 
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AppreheDsions,  but  spoke  kindly^  and  said  she 
'eared  that  from  the  confusion  and  anxiety  that 
i^ed  in  the  house,  I  must  be  cruelly  neglected. 
Well^tvo  days  more  passed,  and  Herbert  was 
piODoanced  out  of  danger,  and  Jerold  ordered 
tluit  on  the  following  day  he  should  be  removed 
to  my  sitting  room  for  change  of  air. 

^Besides,"  said  he,  ^'now  that  from  my  long 
sojourn  at  the  Terrace  I  shall  be  so  hurried,  having 
^J  two  patients  together  will  save  time — nothing 
like  killing  two  birds  at  one  throw/* 

Thus,  without  any  effort  on  my  part,  by  circum- 
^ces  the  most  simple  and  natural,  and  over 
I  ^Mch  I  had  no  control,  I  was  thrown  into  the 
•odety  of  my  beloved  Clara, — our  intercourse 
'^ndered  more  interesting  by  the  sympathy  we 
mutually  felt  for  the  child. 

Days  passed  quietly  on.  Oh  !  how  impatiently 

*  etched  for  the  hour  when  Clara,  carrying  a 

'^ket  and  her  work,  followed  by  Waller  and 

"^bert,  came  to  take  up  her  station  in  my  room, 

S^nerally  remaining  with  me  till  the  dinner  hour ; 

^^^^ionally  she  would  be  called  away  to  receive 

^^  numerous  visitors  who  came  to  inquire  after 

^^  children.      This  was  a  sad  annoyance,   but 

^as   consoled  when    I  heard  her   pronounce 

^^  constant  intrusion  a  great  bore.     I   often 

^^'^^sed  her  to  dine  in  my  apartment,  but  this 
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she  declined,  observing  that  Sir  Egbert  was  so 
particular  in  the  regulations  of  his  establishment) 
that  he  never  permitted  the  least  innovation  in 
the  forms  of  etiquette,  and  that  even  when  done 
she  sat  down  to  table  surrounded  with  the  style 
of  a  duchess,  and  had  the  comfort  of  a  hi  botler 
and  a  pair  of  tall  footmen  observing  with  whit 
appetite  she  ate.     Once  or  twice  she  invited  me 
to  join  her  and  abscond  from  my  cell,  as  she 
playfully  called  my  apartment;   but  I  declined^ 
for  if  once  I  went  through  the  house  I  knew  I 
should  have  less  of  her  company,  and  so  persiited 
that  Doctor  Jerold  had  advised  me  not  to  move ; 
however,  inconsistently  enough,  I  admitted  diat 
I  was  able  to  walk  upon  tlie  Terrace,  though  I 
still  required  the  assistance  of  my  crutch. 

The  autumnal   evenings  were    delicious,  tnd 
when    Herbert    sunk    into    sleep,   Clara  wookl 
accompany  me,  pluck  for  me  the  most  beautife^ 
flowers,  and  with  her  father's  skill  explain  tfaei^ 
properties ;  but  all  this  she  did  with  the  nmpl^ 
tenderness  she  used  to  shew  her  reverend  parent  9 
all  idea  and  recollection  of  my  past  love  seemed  to 
have  faded  from  her  memory,  Alas !  these  dayf^ 
these  walks— this   solitary    intercourse,  revive^ 
in  my  mind  the  passion  of  my  early  years.  Awa^^ 
of  its  hopelessness  I  sunk  into  a  profound  mels^" 
choly,  which  communicated  itself  to  my  mann^^ 


'  cheer  and  amuse  me,  thus  innocently 
[Tig  my  cursed  passion;  and  now  my 
ition,  always  so  vivid,  began  to  busy  itself, 
urious  to  discover  whether  her  union  with 
)ert  had  been  one  of  convenience  or  affec- 
id  I  indulged  the  hope  that  it  might  have 
le  former^  and  that  the  love  which  I  flat- 
lyself  she  had  from  childhood  experienced 
was  only  subdued^  not  conquered, 
irsoual  advantages  I  considered  myself  far 
r  to  Sir  Egbert^  and  overlooking  his  high 
taal  powers^  of  which  to  say  truth  I  was 
sry  incompetent  to  form  a  just  estimate, 
ed  myself  up  with  the  recollection  that 
¥omen  of  taste  had  been  captivated  by 
bionable  manners  and  easy  address,  and 
ellish  and  others  of  my  brother  officers, 
med  me  the  irresistible.  I  ought  to  blush 
lowledge  such  folly;  but  as  I  have  not 


260  THE   DESBHUBSTS. 

tired  of  her  company  if  she  turned  eg 
when  I  persisted  in  my  importunitie 
honest  simplicity,  which  for  the  time  c 
all  my  hopes,  she  avowed  her  strong  a 
Sir  Egbert  at  the  period  of  her  union,  f 

^'That  affection  has  daily  increased 
knowledge  of  his  many  noble  qualities, 
sportively  added,  ''from  what  you,  Fj 
consider  a  capricious  cause,  that  in 
trifling  ways,  which  admit  of  no  desc 
reminds  me  of  my  ever  to  be  remen 
respected  father.  Then,  in  his  carriage  ai 
both  of  which  I  know  are  too  formi 
fancy,  he  is  so  like  Mr.  Aylsbury,  whc 
marriage  was  my  beau-ideal  of  manly 
Nay,  Freville,  do  not  look  so  fierce. 
Lady  Gertrude  was  my  friend,  and  ma 
she  kept  me  from  my  rest  while  she 
on  his  perfections,  so,  perhaps^  I  on 
him  by  reflection.'* 

I  felt  provoked  and  mortified^  and  s 
observed,  "Mr.  Aylsbury,  no  doubt 
cellent  person ;  but  positively,  Clara, ; 
ideal  of  manly  beauty  is  perfectly  f 
man  is  downright  plain  in  his  appear 
Sir  Egbert  is  better-looking/* 

"Even,'*  she  repeated  gaily;  ''bu' 
ever  saucy,  Freville,  it  may  be  bad  t 


prosy — 80   we  will,  with   your   leave, 

subject/* 

;t,"  said  I,  pointing   to  Herbert  who 

5  about,  "you  are  proud   enough  of 

appearance/' 

I  was  out  of  humour,  and  without 
the  cause,  wished  to  soothe  me,  so 

anting  her  finger,  she  answered : 

>u  vain  man,  it  was  but  yesterday  that 
to  me,  ^  Well,  my  Lady,  surely  never 
so  like  a  father  as  Master  Herbert  is 

srhurst,  and  he  is  so  unlike  you  and 


3  you  think  him  like  me,  Clara  ?^'  I 
with,  emotion. 

she  exclaimed,  and  raising  him  in  her 
xoked  his  head,  saying,  "This  hair  is 
the  raven's,  and  these  eyes  are  so  like 
[  she  pressed  her  lips  to  them. 


i?:-.rf:r.€r.:*.     I  ^r-.shei.  indeed,  to  construe  the 
k:>scs  *he  liv.srei  on  Herbert,  at  the  moment 
sr.e  c?mn-er.:ei   on  his   resemblance  to  me,  to 
iricip:er,t  feel.nrs  of  regard  :  but,  alas !  CTcn  mf 
egrerious  vanitr  could  not  be  so  self-deceived. 

Tlie  inor!ung  after  this  conversation  hid 
occurred.  Doctor  Jerold  came  to  the  Terrace^ 
and  rerrained  until  evening.  Clara,  as  was  usuI 
with  her.  was  very  cheerful,  but  I  felt  dissatisfied, 
lans:ui.i.  and  depressed  :  the  Doctor  impating  mj 
too  evident  dejection  to  the  solitary  life  I  kd, 
benevolently  requested  of  me  to  accompany  hins 
hack.  obser\'in^  that  as  he  was  a  bachelor  he 
would  allow  me  to  make  his  house  my  owd,  md 
entertain  as  many  of  my  brother  officers  as  I 
pleased;  on  the  condition  that  I  kept  my  1^  quiet 
A  pang  of  anguish  shot  through  my  heart  at  the 
idea  of  leaving  Clara,  still  I  was  going  to  accept 
the  invitation,  when  she  abruptly  said : 

^^  At  all  events,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  do  not  think  of 
going  until  Sir  Egbert  returns.  I  will  write  to  hix0 
to-morrow  to  hasten  back;  you  must  not  qui^ 
the  Terrace  with  a  gloomy  opinion  of  it ;  no^ 
that  you  and  Herbert  are  well,  I  purpose  being 
very  gay ;  besides,  I  must  introduce  you  to  toj 
little  girl  and  elder  son/'  on  saying  these  words 
she  quitted  the  apartment. 

"  I  see  there  is  no  chance  of  your  accompanyi^^S 


1  my  claim ;  and  now,  farewell ;  when- 
here,  I  am  sure  to  loiter  away  my  time.*' 
Hess  to  say  with  what  pleasure  I  con- 
stay^  enhanced  as  it  was  by  the  secret 
Clara's  invitation  proceeded  from  a 
ling  than  mere  hospitality.  In  a  few 
;bert's  answer  arrived  ;  he  said  it  would 
lie  for  him  to  return  to  the  Terrace  for 
ee  weeks,  but  requested  that  I  would 
of  removing,  and  then  expressed  his 
my  attention  to  Herbert,  of  which  he 
ed  an  account  from  Jerold;  he  also 
at  Lady  Eastville  would  not  bring 
other  children  until  his  arrival, 
^n,  I  was  left  to  the  uninterrupted 
of  Clara's  company ;  but  the  pleasure 
ed  by  the  knowledge  that  when  Sir 
le  back,  I  could  not  with  any  propriety 
^self  any  longer  as  an  inmate  in  his 

fXllrkiirinflr   mxr  fnfhpr'a    rpolrloca  mnYim 


ing  Dy  wnai  means  i  couici  most  aeucateiy 
to  her  liow  much  I  loved,  without  sta 
prejudices — for  such,  in  the  profundil 
folly,  I  considered  her  exalted  views 
tianity.  Surely  mine  was  then  a  demi 
to  try  by  every  artifice  to  seduce  the 
noble-minded  Clara  from  her  husba 
children — her  God — to  hurl  her  fipom 
state  to  the  abyss  of  shame,  and  misery, 
And  for  what  ?  Merely  to  gratify  my  o^ 
views ;  and  yet  I  dared  to  shelter  my  w 
under  the  name  of  sentiment^-^f  an  < 
unconquerable  passion ;  and  to  defe] 
dwelling  on  the  frequency  of  the  crin 
argument,  except  to  my  unreflecting  1 
the  strongest  proof  against  it,  as  it  den 
the  terrible  effects  of  evil  example,  and  t 
sity  of  checking  such  licentiousness. 

Although  I  was  sufficiently  well  to 
apartment,  I  still  continued  in  it  imdei 
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led  from  the  violence  of  my  uncon- 
telings^  and  the  terrible  conflict  of  my 
Y  su£ferings  were  depicted  in  my  coun- 
jady  Ektstville  perceived  it,  as  she  now 
y  pallid  cheeks,  and  then  saw  them 
scarlet ;  a  pang  shot  through  her  heart, 
\  attached  to  me  with  a  sister's  love, — 
ig  that  consumption  was  hereditary  in 
r's    family,  she    apprehended    I  was 

with  it,  and  privately  sent  off  an 
p  Doctor  Jerold.  When  I  discovered 
much  annoyed,  even  the  proof  it  gave 
{rest  did  not  reconcle  me,  for  I  began 
;  that  every  one  must  observe  my 
id  as  the  Doctor  was  very  quick  and 
ve,  I  dreaded  his  discernment;  how- 
his  point  I  had  nothing  to  fear.  He 
it  very  evening  at  the  Terrace  :  pro- 
ne to  be  in  a  slow  nervous  fever; 
kt  I  might  be  kept  as  quiet  as  possible, 
mused;  ordered  the  windows  of  my 
m  to  be  kept  open  till  the  close  of  the 
lien  gaily  observed  to  Lady  Eastville, 

could  not  spare  his  time  to  humour 
Iriacs,  he  deputed  the  care  of  me  to 
[erbert.  Being  about  going  to  York, 
ice  he  could  not  return  for  a  week  or 

I.  N 
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two,  and  considering  me  worse  than  I  really  v^ 
he  privately  gave  Lady  Eastville  many  direction*! 
admitting  that  my  illness  showed  some  symptoms 
of  hectic  fever ;  above  all  things  he  requested  my 
spirits  might  be  supported.  Thus  circumst&noes 
combined  to  nourish  my  passion,  and  propd  the 
unfortunate  Clara  on  to  ruin. 

There  is  no  possibility  of  conveying  to  the  nuni 
of  another  the  numerous  devices  by  which  I  strore 
to  inspire  the  pure  mind  of  Clara  with  my  detest- 
able love.  I  assailed  her  through  her  best  and 
noblest  affection  : — I  would  affect  head-ache,  and 
speak  of  approaching  consumption,  that  tritb 
trembling  fingers  she  might  bathe  my  temidei 
with  sal-volatile^  or  bring  me  some  cooling 
draught.  I  would  hush  Herbert  to  sleep  on  mf 
bosom,  entwining  his  arms  round  my  neck,  tiiat 
when  her  anxious  tenderness  wished  to  remove 
him  from  the  air  without  awakening,  she  should 
stoop  over  me  and  disengage  him  from  my 
embrace.  All  this  time,  reclining  on  the  ooncihi 
I  would  appear  quite  passive  as  if  overcome  with 
lassitude,  though  truly  ^' the  strong  blast  of  ImU 
with  restless  fury  drove  my  spirit  on/*  Often 
would  I  engage  her  in  long  conversations  about 
her  father — a  theme  her  filial  heart  never  tired  of- 
Good  old  man,  thy  hallowed  memory  wis  dn«0 
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the  silent  tomb  to  assist  towards  the  ruin  of 
cloved  daughter ! 

len  the  night  closed  in^  and  the  beautiful 
iape  without  was  lighted  by  the  harvest 

knowing  the  powers  of  music,  I  would 
e  forth  from  my  flute  the  softest,  most  im- 
led  airs,  or  sing  the  songs  of  infancy  till  the 
itreamed  down  her  eyes;  and  sometimes 
uld  beg  of  me  to  desist,  for  the  memory  of 
ther^  and  the  Parsonage^  and  old  Cader  Idris 
i  painfully  yivid.  If  any  of  the  attendants 
1  I  complained  of  irritation  of  my  nerves, 
evishly  observed,  that  I  was  aware  of  being 
umbrance  or  intruder.  Accustomed  from 
K)d  to  attend  upon  and  soothe  the  suflfer- 
'others,  incapable  under  any  circumstances 
fishness,  with  an  angel's  goodness  she 
ved  all  my  whims.     Still  she  sometimes 

rebuked  me  for  indulging  my  irritable 
r,  as  she  apprehended,  if  not  controlled  in 
it  might  become  habitual,  and  render  me 
suable.  Viewing  me  as  the  companion  of 
outh,  her  near  relation,  and  my  being  the 
Person  who  was  connected  in  her  mind 
past  days,  she  treated  me  with  all  the 
mess  and  confidence  of  an  affectionate  sister. 
less  as  one  of  her  own  children,  the  very  idea 

N  2 


of  Sir  Egbert's  tenantry  in  the  immedia 
K.  wliicli  she  was  very  attentive — or 
the  room,  I  would  call  her  back,  anc 
ask  her  to  read  some  passages  in  the  Bil 
the  look  of  delight  with  which  she  wai 
other  employment  in  the  blessed  hop 
ning  me  to  holy  thoughts.  Although  al 
voice  for  singing,  her  reading  was  quite  no 
and  when  speaking  upon  religious  subji 
was  an  expression  of  enthusiasm  in  he 
nance  which  lighted  up  her  delicate  feati 
very  perfection  of  beauty.  Of  all  the 
have  ever  seen,  Clara  was  the  most  trulj 
She  seemed  the  very  creation  of  hea^ 
spirit  was  of  God — was  witli  God ;  ho¥ 
be  otherwise,  for  from  the  source  of  rc' 
ligion  she  imbibed  the  waters  of  life !  I 
hour  she  would  read  to  me,  commenting 
passage  she  thought  most  likely  to  awal 
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^  See,  Frerill^  I  do  not  forget  my  old 
msent  of  housekeeping,  so  I  rose  early 
)niing  to  have  this  jelly  seasoned  in  the 
r  you  were  wont  to  approve  of  at  the 
ige.  There,  Freville,  do  you  remember 
irefully  I  was  obliged  to  lock  up  all 
etmeats,  lest  they  should  suddenly  disap- 
hen  you  came  in  hungry  from  the  keen 
le  mountains  }^  She  would  then  playfully 
e  to  eat,  and  remind  me  of  all  the  assist- 
lad,  in  boyhood,  given  her  in  domestic  af- 
d  in  catechizing  the  children.  To  my 
d  imagination,  these  reminiscences  of  our 
asure  seemed  to  result  from  a  deep,  though 
passion. 

Eastville  was  still  more  beautiful  as  a 
than  she  had  been  in  her  girlish  days ; 
proportions  of  her  frame  were  more  fully 
ed,  and  the  expression  of  her  countenance 
re  intellectual.  In  dress  she  was  much  the 
the  materials  might  be  finer,  the  fashions 
t ;  but  still  the  white  robe  and  blue  ribbons 
e  constant  costume ;  and  the  luxuriant  hair 
.  the  same  Madonna  fashion.  When  at  my 
she  would  by  night  kneel  at  the  side  of  my 
)  pray,  with  her  bright  child  beside  her,  I  do 
le  genius  of  sculpture  or  painting  never  im- 
a  more  perfect  spectacle ;  and  yet  so  great 
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a  wretch  was  I^  that  my  sole  ambition  y 
to  usurp  the  place  of  all  goodness  in  her  p 
bosom.  My  conduct  at  this  period  seemec 
illustrate  the  strange  belief  entertained  bysom 
the  earhest  Christians,  that  the  rebellious  sp 
who  had  been  degraded  from  angels,  were  o 
sionally  permitted  to  roam  upon  earth,  wum 
the  forms  of  sinful  men,  and  thus  endowed 
terrible  power  to  seduce  the  virtuous  from  1 
trust  in  heaven. 

The  most  subhme  of  English  poets  has  re 
sented  Lucifer  as  being  so  over-awed  by 
graceful  innocence  of  Eve,  as  to  hesitate  in 
dire  work  of  destruction;  but  the  baser  s 
that  rules  the  libertine,  bent  on  its  own  sei 
gratification,  pauses  not  in  its  dire  par{ 
What  to  him  is  the  breach  of  hospitality,  the 
of  innocence,  or  the  disgrace  of  a  family  i 
put  in  competition  with  his  grovelling  pass 
Perhaps  my  profound  selfishness  cannot  be  {d 
in  a  stronger  light  than  by  acknowled^ng  thai 
several  evenings  I  had  caught  glimpses  of  i 
of  the  servants,  among  whom  I  recognised 
bloated  visage  of  NeUy  Dudgeon,  peepinj 
night-fall  through  the  blinds.  There  was  il 
sneering  expression  on  the  lips  of  the  foot 
who  brought  in  my  meals,  when  he  would  sc 
times  say  :  "  My  Lady  requests,  Mr.  Deeriu 
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tittt  jou  will  partake  of  these/'  handing  me  some 

nritj. 

I  was  not  at  a  loss  to  construe  all  this.  It 
fittted  me  to  think  Clara  was  suspected  by  the 
nenialcrew;  stilly  fiur  from  acquunting  her  with 
Bj  observations,  I  trembled  lest  she  might  dis- 
oorer  the  suspidons  of  her  servants.  I  knew  her 
ddicacy  would  be  shocked  and  alarmed,  and  that 
no  arts,  no  sophistry  would  influence  her  to  con- 
tmae  our  intercourse,  which  on  her  side  was  the 
ittalt  of  early  habit,  and  a  purity  of  sentiment 
uacqoainted  with  guilt;  besides,  she  had  too 
onich  sense  to  despise  opinion.  She  knew  she 
oved  a  duty  to  society  at  large,  more  especially  to 
^KJie  who  formed  her  family,  and  might  be  in- 
Aoenced  by  her  example. 

It  may  be  asked  if  my  knowledge  of  her  virtue 
^^80  exalted,  and  her  conduct  so  irreproachable, 
^9<m  what  hope  I  founded  my  plans  of  seduction  ? 
*<>  this  I  can  give  no  reasonable  answer,  so  repeat 
*«  well  known  lines : 

None  without  hope  ere  loved  the  brightest  fair> 
Bat  love  will  hope  where  reason  would  despair. 

One  day  Clara  said  to  me:  "Freville,  if  I 
™^ht  you  were  sincere  in  the  affection  you  ex- 
1*^8  for  my  dear  father's  memory,  I  would  shew 
^  a  miniature  I  have  painted  of  him.^' 
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I   reproached    her  for  doubting  mj 

"Oh!  Freville/'  she  answered,  i 
between  gay  and  serious,  "  latterly  yc 
some  degree  lessened  my  confidence 
stroyed  much  of  the  pleasure  I  find  in 
pany  by  your  eternally  tormenting  me 
compliments.  No  doubt  they  are  very  { 
soldier- like;  but  between  such  near  re 
say  the  least,  they  are  very  absurd.  ] 
a  bad,  nay,  a  vulgar  substitute  for  th< 
of  our  natural  sentiments.  And  now,  1 
usurping  a  sister's  authority,  and  a  ma 
dom'^ — and  she  gave  one  of  her  angel  s 
am  lecturing  you,  believe  me  that  th< 
which  you  so  often  assume  destroys 
of  your  naturally  fine  eyes.  I  assure  ] 
have  been  firequently  quite  uncomfort 
your  fixed  regards/' 

As  she  spoke,  a  sickness  passed  ovei 
felt  that  the  least  advance  would  be  tb 
off  of  our  intimacy ;  and  so  madly  did 
that  the  most  painful  death  conveyed  i 
of  such  despair  as  living  to  be  sepai 
her. 

The  ghastly  expression  my  count 
sumed,  shocked  her.  Full  of  the  not 
bility,  she  shrank  firom  inflicting  paii 
Freville,''  she  said  in  a  tone  of  gentlenc 
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not  mean  to  wound  your  feelings ;  forgive  me  for 


[  I  tried  to  laugh,  and  answered :  '^  Clara,  you 
male  no  allowance  for  a  military  air ;  however,  in 
Aztore  I  will  school  my  looks  to  the  primness  of 
i  miss  in  her  teens,  if  it  so  please  you.  Now  say 
^  you,  who  I  thought  had  never  been  taught 
to  draw,  could  from  your  memory  paint  a  miniature 
rfyonr  father  P 

She  replied  with  vivacity:  "Love  performs 
'^"rades;  you  know  how  tenderly  I  always  loved 
J»y  poor  old  father,  and  when  it  pleased  heaven  to 
^ve  him  of  sight,  his  patience,  his  piety,  his 
Aeerfnlness  under  the  terrible  affliction,  doubly 
®dcared  him  to  me.'' 

She  paused  to  recover  her  emotion,  for  tears 
Wl  down  her  face.  "  Freville,''  she  then  said, 
"it  has  ever  been  my  good  fortune  to  be  blessed 
®  Day  immediate  friends.  Sir  Egbert,  having  fre- 
<|^€ntly  seen  me  attempt  a  likeness  of  my  father, 
^^  a  masterly  sketch  your  mother  had  drawn  in 
fte  old  family  bible,  and  being  always  solicitous 
.  ^  gratify  my  every  whim,  advised  me  to  take 
"^e  lessons  in  painting,  and  generously  took  me 
to  London  for  the  purpose.  My  master,  who, 
'*«  you,  Freville,  could  flatter,  vowed  I  was  born 
to  be  a  first-rate  artist ;  and  when  you  see  minia- 
tares  I  have  taken  of  Sir  Egbert  and  the  children, 

n3 
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lence  in  any  pursuit." 

'•  I  was   not  a  gallant  soldier   then,  ( 
J  answered  gaily;  "but  shew  me  the  pictur 

recal  my  praise.'* 

'*  Oh,  they  are  kept  by  Sir  Egbert  aa  hii 
treasures.  You  must  know,  though  a  I 
he  retains  all  the  romance  of  a  lover.'' 

I  sighed  from  very  envy  and  jealousy^ 
no  reply. 

'^  But,  Freville,  be  a  saucy  boy  again, 
with  the  plain  unvarnished  truth  5  and  say 
you  think  of  this  P' — with  these  words  s 
from  her  bosom  a  miniature,  &8tened  n 
neck  with  a  chain  of  my  mother's  hair, 
an  admirable  and  highly-finished  liken< 
what  cared  I  for  the  old  man's  memor 
picture,  however,  I  pressed  to  my  lips 
ately,  for  it  was  warm  from  her  bosom.  C 
ing  this  as  a  compliment  to  her  father,  shi 

miioli    -nlpnsp/l         TTnafonincr  ^Wktvi     fTto    on 
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red  me  the  sketch  taken  by  my  mother. 
I  pointed  out  all  the  marginal  notes,  some 
inritten  at  the  period  of  her  own  mother'9 
id  others  dictated  by  Mr.  Amheim^  after 
»f  sight.  They  were  full  of  genius  and 
*the  sublime  poetry  of  true  piety.  Well 
ocrisy  now  brought  into  play  this  holy 
as  another  auxiliary  for  detaining  Clara  in 
iber, — for  my  hope  of  gaining  her  love  was 
fading. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 


Another  week  passed  on  in  the  usual 
and  then  a  letter  arrived  from  Sir  ESgbei 
he  hoped  to  be  at  the  Terrace  on  the  folio 
but  one.  He  was  then  staying  in  the  he 
his  little  girl;  who  Doctor  Jerold  consider 
with  safety  accompany  him  back^  an< 
change  of  air  would  recruit  her  strengt 
was  much  debilitated. 

On  receiving  this  letter^  Clara  boundec 
room  with  a  look  of  brilliant  happiness. 
gratulate  me,  Freville ;  my  beloved  and 
little  girl  will  be  with  me  to-morrow.  1 
first  days  must  be  exclusively  devoted 
we  shall  have  so  much  to  say  after 
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frantic  at  her  undisguised  rapture^  a  momentary 
njadness  seized  me.  I  uttered  a  cry,  made  a 
spring  towards  her.  As  well  as  I  can  now  recal 
the  fearful  sentiment,  I  had  some  idea  of  crushing 
her  to  death ;  anything  to  keep  her  from  my  rival* 
'fortunately,  most  fortunately,  I  staggered,  and 
fell  back  in  a  fit. 

She  knelt  by  my  side,  called  loudly  for  assist- 

■oce,  and  in  a  few  moments  I  was  restored,  but 

W^d  and  exhausted  from  my  mind's  agony. 

%  illness  awakened  no  suspicion,  for  the  pre- 

^^^geyening  I  had  complained  of  being  very 

f      feverish,  and  spoke  of  my  death  as  a  coming 

^cnt,  just  to  detain  her  near  me ;  and  yet,  in 

*ying  1  was  ill,  there  was  no  deception,  for  the 

^Jistant  agitation  of  my  mind  was  attended  with 

*  hectic,  which   was    rapidly  undermining    my 

'tfength.  When  restored  from  my  fit  I  cried  out : 

**  Leave  me.  Lady  Eastville,  leave  me  !  prepare 

^^  your  Lord's  return.     I  am  ill,  and  dying,  and 

I^Hot  be  expected  to  join  in  your  transports  of 

^^®  and  happiness.'^ 

'  Oh !  Freville,''  she  said,  and  her  tears  fell  on 

.  y  burning  face, "  mar  not  my  joy  by  the  grievous 

^^  of  yomr  being  in  danger.    Doctor  Jerold  will 

^ere,  and  then  you  will  soon  be  well  again.*' 

*^  Leave  me,*'  I  exclaimed  fiercely,  "  if  you 

^"^d  not  drive  me  to  madness — to  hell  !'* 

^he  shuddered  and  retired ;  in  a  quarter  of  an 
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hour  after  Mrs.  Waller  entered  with  a  oo 
draught,  which  poor  Clara,  thinking  I  ra 
prepared.  She  found  me  more  calm, 
urgent  request  I  took  the  anodyne.  Sh 
me  on  the  couch,  drew  the  window  curtail 
soon  fell  into  a  slumber,  from  which  I  aw( 
tranquil,  but  exquisitely  miserable.  Mn 
that  day  attended  with  my  dinner^  con; 
light  delicacies,  and  soon  afterwards  Clar 
with  Herbert.  Tortured  by  my  miserable 
I  was  peevish  and  ill-tempered.  At  firsts 
to  soothe  me,  and  then  gravely  rebuked 
of  patience. 

"  My  dear  Freville,'^  she  said,  "  now 
Egbert  is  returning,  I  shall  have  less  op] 
of  lecturing,  for  when  he  is  here  our  tast 
similar  we  are  constant  companions;  so, 
by  the  present  opportunity,  I  must  tell 
much  I  both  condemn  and  grieve  at  the  ii 
of  your  temper.  Formerly,  Freville,  all 
little  too  ardent  and  (^nniated,  yon  wen 
bial  for  good  humour  and  a  sportive  man 
now  you  are  so  capricious  there  is  no  p 
of  pleasing  you  ;  and  then,  when  not  plei 
become  peevish  and  desponding.  Let 
all  a  sister's  love,  entreat  of  you  to 
these  defects,  which  otherwise  will  mar  f 
noble  qualities  you  possess.'' 

I  answered  fiercely :  '*  Lady  EastviUe. 
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a  great  stress  on  a  sister's  love ;  thank  heaven,  no 
sDch  relationship  exists  between  us/^ 

Mistaking  my  object,  with  her  usual  gentleness 
ibe  replied :  '^  Our  mothers  were  sisters,  so  the 
relationship  is  only  one  step  removed.  Freville, 
I  did  not  think  you  would  refuse  to  acknowledge 
me/* 

Abashed  by  her  look  of  reproach,  I  answered : 
^  Bat,  Clara,  fortune  has  now  placed  an  impassible 
pdf  between  us.  Tou  are  the  lady  of  a  proud 
^onet,  mistress  of  this  noble  mansion,  and  all 
^adjuncts  of  fine  carriages,  servants,  &c.  &c.,  and 
1  am  but  a  poor  Lieutenant,  who  probably  must 
T>it  even  that  position  for  want  of  means  to  liqui- 
^  debts  incurred  by  stem  necessity/* 

^  Prenlle,  I  blush  for  you,*^  she  replied,  in  a 

^^  of  in(fignation  I  bad  never  before  heard  her 

^»  ^^I  blush  for  you,  to  lay  such  a  stress  on  the 

'^^^'^Qssion  of  fortune,  setting  aside  all  the  nobler, 

''^^  exalted  gifts  of  nature  and  religion.    Think 

^^  Freville,  had  Sir  Roger  Deerhurst  appointed 

•^^  the  heir  of  his  oriental  treasures,  and  that 

^*^  Amheim  had  remained  the  dependent  and 

l^han  daughter  of  Mr.  Amheim,  that  she  would 

^^  felt  herself  degraded  below  you  ?     Such  was 

^^    the  doctrine  we  learned  from  our  departed 

^^^ers.    Descended  from  the  noble  houses  ot 

^^mani  and  Villemont,  when  they  were  reduced 

tK)verty  and  compelled  to  subsist  by  industry. 


attributes  of  state." 

The  general  expression  of  Clara's 
mildness,  but  on  rare  occasions,  wher 
awakened  into  enthusiasm,  she  was  sa 
lovely.  At  that  moment  I  could  not  hav 
my  self-command  had  I  continued  to  gas 
Leaning  my  face  over  the  table,  I  dii^ 
expression ;  but  a  convukiYe  sigh  escape 
overburthened  bosom. 

Again  her  too  quick  sensibility  regrett 
wounded  me.  ^*  Dear  Freville,^*  she  8ai< 
too  hard  on  you;  I  do  not  make  suflScii 
ance  for  your  faded  health,  or  the  prii 
which  Sir  Roger's  persevering  cruelt] 
you.  Alas!  it  is  a  sinful  world:  wit 
efforts  to  be  virtuous,  to  guide  my  wl 
by  religion  and  the  precepts  of  my  pioui 
constantly  err.  Prosperity  has  hardened 
and  in  the  fulness  of  my  happiness  I  foi 
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^olome  (and  she  laid  her  hand  on  it),  I  expected 
Tou  Would  soon  be  a  perfect  sunt.  Then  I  came 
'^  to  have  a  little  confidential  chat,  and  to  ask 
your  advice;  I  was  disappointed,  and  then,  forsooth, 
*^*^^iscd  you  of  the  very  irritability  I  experienced 
Myself.  Say  you  excuse  me,"  and  she  reached 
^t  her  hand. 

i  caught  it  in  a  transport  of  passion,  and 
Pressing  it  between  mine,  actually  sobbed  with 
^c  vehemence  of  a  school-boy. 

^^  This  is  terrible,'^  she  said,  sitting  down  on  a 
*®W  stool  at  my  feet;  "Freville,  I  am  positive 
■^oae  secret  grief  oppresses  you.  This  idea  has 
^^f^en  suggested  itself  to  me,  and  Dr.  Jerold  has 
'^ctioned  my  opinion,  by  saying  much  of  your 
'^  illness  proceeded  from  some  mental  cause. 
^  ^^  not  press  for  your  confidence;  circumstances 
of  affliction  may  have  occurred  that  you  would  not 
^^h  to  relate.  It  may  be  that  the  secrets  of 
^^glinc  Tennant  are  in  connection  with  your  own, 
^d  it  would  not  be  just  or  honourable  to  betray 
*henj.  But  I  claim  the  office  of  a  sincere  friend, 
^*^o  would  sacrifice   much  to  soothe-^to  serve 

you/' 

*  looked  sadly  in  her  face,  and  pressed  her  soft 

*^d  against  my  throbbing  breast,  muttering  some 

.  *^*^s  of  gratitude.     She  withdrew  her  hand,  and 

^  Voice  of  touching  tenderness  continued : 

I'reviUe,  you  will  not  permit  me  to  call  you 


xjauy  jjjaatviiic  caix  luigct  tiic  i^iiiuucBS 

Arnheim  received  ?  Well  do  I  rememb 
lost  my  father,  how,  out  of  your  small  n 
would  have  supplied  all  my  wants;  ; 
you  not,  to  save  me  from  a  depends 
your  prouder  spirit  deemed  insupportab 
ruin  of  your  fortunes  and  to  the  disap 
of  your  love,  have  united  your  fitte  to  n 
can  you  now  think  so  slightingly  of  me 
demand,  nay,  command  my  services? 
ville,  how  cruelly  you  misjudge  me,  oi 
for  your  mother  often  said,  when  ji 
child  that  you  inherited  a  spioe  of  1 
of  Signer  Vermani's  vindictive  spirit,  ] 
my  not  having  invited  you  to  my  weddii 
keeping  our  relatdonship  secret  from  ( 
and  declining  your  correspondence.  Noi 
this  is,  in  point  of  ftct,  the  only  act 
which  I  severely  condemn  and  r^ret 
know  at  the  period  I  was  solely  onde 


THS  DBBRHURST8.  283 

^^9  ^entreat  your  forgiveness  for  my  unmanly 

Tiolenoe,  and  your  confidence ;  as  to  the  sincerity 

rfiny  love  for  you,  methinks  you  cannot  doubt  it/* 

**!  never  did,   Freville/*  she  answered,  with 

t^^  na^vetij  ''and  now  I  must  turn  egotist,  and 

ipttk  of    myself.      It    matters    not  what    my 

lentbents  were  towards  Sir  Egbert  when  first 

I  knew  him.   They  bordered  a  little  too  much 

on  respect,    and    a    conscious  inferiority,    for 

I^dy  Aylsbury,  who  had  just    sense   enough   to 

appreciate  his  value,  and  was  most  proud  of  having 

wch  a  nephew,  for  months  ere  he  returned  to 

^land  had  been  amusing  her  friends  with  an 

account  of  his  superior  talents,  the  court  he  was 

P^d  in  all  the  first  societies  in  Europe,  the  mag- 

''^nt  collection  of  paintings  and  articles  of  virtii 

^ had  collected;  and  for  this  she  prudently  con- 

^ned  him,  as  he  had  incumbered  his  fortune — 

At  the  period  not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  a 

year— to  gratify  his  taste  for  the  fine  arts.     01>r 

"^^e,  I  had  been  married  two  years  when  Sir 

Eghert,  by  the  death  of  three  persons,  all  younger 

^^  himself,  came  in  for  his  baronetcy  and  the 

*^  estates  now  in  his  possession,  with  no  obli- 

S^tion  but  that  of  taking  the  name  of  Eastville. 

^^  J'etum  to  myself.    As  you  may  conclude,  I 

^'^sidered  the  much-vaunted   nephew   of  Lady 

ylabury  as  a    very  great  personage.      So  im- 

^^^^^^^^  was  I  with  this  idea,  that  on  our  first 
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acquaintance  I  felt  a  restraint  in  his  preset 
actually  amounting  to  awe.  However,  when  Lb 
Aylsbury  got  seriously  ill,  he  was  so  attenti 
to  her,  and  showed  so  much  real  good  feeli] 
that  I  soon  ceased  to  fear,  and  learned  to  Ic 
him.  Not  to  tire  your  patience,  the  proi 
the  fastidious,  the  accomplished  Mr.  L 
celles,  to  the  surprise  of  all  who  knew  hi 
proposed  for  Clara,  Lady  Aylsbury's  huml 
dependent ;  it  is  needless  to  say  I  accepi 
him.  So  far  all  was  well;  but  I  shall  ever  k 
back  with  regret  for  having  yielded  to  Lady  A] 
hurfs  request,  and  never  mentioned  your  nai 
to  him — you,  who  were  my  nearest,  I  might » 
only  relative;  for,  until  I  became  Sir  Egbei 
bride,  the  haughty  Villemonts  never  deigned 
notice  me.^' 

"Then,  Clara/' I  said,  "it  was  at  Lady  Aj 
bury's  request  you  declined  all  correspondei 
with  me.    What  could  be  her  motive  ?" 

Blushing  scarlet,  she  answered  ;  "  Lady  A] 
bury,  who  is  a  strange  compound,  is  a  gr 
romancer,  and  deUghts  in  imagining  love  scei 
for  others.  She  had  heard  a  vast  deal  of  yQU  fin 
the  Plinlimmons,  and  chose  to  fancy  that  y 
and  I  must  of  a  necessity  be  lovers.  Insina 
to  a  degree  in  her  own  manners,  she  places  lit 
belief  in  the  truth  of  others.  In  vain  I  assm 
her  all  the  attachment  we  experienced  town 
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^  Other  was  that  of  a  brother  and  sister ;  and 
that  you  had  been  impelled  to  propose  for  me, 
not  fit)m  passion,  but  a  noble  wish  to  relieve  me 
f^m  dependence.    She  insisted  on  knowing  my 
sentimeDts  better  than  I  did  myself;  and,  as  she 
^J  behaved  in  the  most  friendly  and  generous 
nwnner,  on  Sir  Egbert's,  then  Mr.  Lascelles^s,  pro- 
posal, I  weakly  yielded  to  her  advice,  and  for  the 
finttime  stooped  to  the  meanness  of  deception/' 
I  replied  coldly,  ^^  I  should  think  there  was  no 

P^t  deception  in  not  speaking  to  Sir  Egbert  of 
[     ^person  he  never  knew,  nor  do  I  see  any  cause 

of  regret/' 
"  It  was  a  want  of  confidence,*'  she  replied 

with  vivacity ;  "  and  see  the  result.    By  his  letter 

of  to-day  I  perceive  Sir  Egbert  is  surprised  and 

evidently  annoyed  at  hearing,  for  the  first  time, 

">at  I  have  so  near  a  relative.'* 
'You  then  wrote  him  word  of  our  relation- 

'^P  ?"  I  exclaimed. 

Ves,  in  my  last  letter.    In  my  two  first  I 

•"Qded  to  nothing  but  Herbert's  danger ;  the  sub- 

'^  ^as  so  engrossing  I  could  think  of  nothing 
el«e.» 

Hiade  no  reply,  and  she  continued  to  speak 
*^    an  energy  very  unlike  her  usual  tranquil 

l-ady  Aylsbury  was  perfectly  right  in  forbid- 
our  future  correspondence.    It  was  also  kind 
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of  her  to  advise  me  to  assume  a  grave  am 
distant  manner  than  was  natural  to  me, 
acquaint  me  with  the  proud  and  jealous 
of  Sir  Egbert.  To  say  truth,  FreviUe,  tl 
and  simple  manners  of  my  early  friends 
neighbourhood  of  Cader  Idris  were  little  cali 
to  make  me  suppose  any  evil  passions  cc 
imputed  to  a  free  and  friendly  intercours 
our  acquaintances.  Alas  1  for  the  corrupt 
society^  how  much  of  good  it  deprives  th< 
cent.'^ 

"  Sir  Egbert  then/'  I  demanded,  "is  o 
lous  temper?'^ 

"  Beyond  belief/*  she  answered.  "  It  is  tl 
shade  that  dims  his  character,  in  other  resp 
exalted.  But  for  this  there  is  every  exc 
in  the  first  instance  he  is  so  ardent  in  his  ] 
ments,  which  are  concentrated  in  a  few,  ti 
whole  happiness  is  placed  in  those  be  loves. 
the  ill  conduct  of  his  own  mother  who,  afle 
ten  years  married,  eloped  from  his  fiither  w 
profligate  John  Fitzwilliam,  so  &mous  • 
turf,  has  left  an  evil  impression  of  our  sex' 
on  his  mind." 

"  Clara,  I  was  not  aware  of  the  circumsl 

"  It  is  seldom  spoken  of,*'  she  answered. 
deserted  husband,  the  criminal  wife,  and 
gate  seducer,  are  all  dead— it  was  a  terrib 
gedy.      I  will  not  speak  more  fully  of  it. 
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A^jlsbory,  who  confided  the  fearful  secret  to  me, 
l^as  obtained  my  promise  on  that  head/'  As  she 
spoke  she  turned  deadly  pale^  and  shuddered. 
After  a  time  she  added :  ''  Lady  Aylsbury^  though 
but  his  step-aunt,  and  so  many  years  his  senior, 
on  Egbert  being  left  an  orphan,  acted  towards 
him  as  the  most  judicious  and  best  of  parents/^ 

I  said  I  should  not  have  supposed  that  possible 
from  what  I  heard  of  the  firivolity  of  her  manners 
^d  pursuits. 

*'It  is  hard  to  judge  of  others/'  she  repHed 
c^lessly.  ^^  She  has  some  fine  quaUties,  though 
^ey  are  nearly  lost  in  the  multitude  of  contemp- 
^  ones ;  however,  I  could  overlook  all  but  her 


"  Was  Sir  Egbert  ever  jealous  of  you  ?**  I  de- 
Oitoded. 

She  answered  indignantly,  '^  What  an  idea ! 
'^wbg  his  temper,  even  had  I  been  the  vainest 
^uette,  I  would  instantly  have  adapted  my  man- 
^to  his  views;  duty,  independent  of  affection, 
^OQld  have  impelled  me  to  it.  Jealous  of  me ! 
^TiFreville,  since  we  married  I  was  never  so  long 
'^'ttiated  from  him  as  now,  except  once;  I  think 
^^  three  years  ago,  when  I  spent  some  months 
^  the  neighbourhood  of  Chatham  with  Lady 
MUb\iry.  And  a  melancholy  time  I  had  of  it, 
^<Hr  she  was  confined  for  nearly  the  whole  period 
^  rheumatism.    Sir  Egbert  was  obliged  to  go 
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to   Scotland,   on  account   of  a    law-suit.     Posi- 
tively though    little  used   to  indulge   ennuiy    I 
should    have  died  of  the  vapours,  for  my  little 
ones  were  not  with  me,  but  for  Janet  Owen; 
you  remember  the  Doctor's  pretty  daughter  who 
lived  in  Plinlimmon,  and  was  such  a  playfellow  of 
ours  ?  Well,  she  married  a  Mr.  Onslow,  a  me^ 
chant ;  and  though  I  knew  Sir  Egbert's  anoestnl 
blood  would  rise  at  the  very  idea  of  his  lady  form- 
ing an  intimacy  so  little  aristocratic,  still  I  spent 
many  an  evening  with  Janet/' 

''  Then,''  said  I  smiling,  *^  you  kept  a  second 
secret  from  Sir  Egbert  ?" 

"  No,  Freville.  On  his  return  I  told  him,  ftt*^ 
although  he  took  some  capricious  dislike  to  Jan^^) 
he  assisted  in  getting  her  husband,  who  was  ve^ 
poor,  some  situation  in  America ;  and  Janet  ^ 
now  residing  in  New  York,  and  gaily  mentioa^ 
in  her  last  letter,  that  she  liked  it  better  tb^ 
England's  more  ancient  city — '* 

She  paused,  for  we  heard  a  noise  as  if  soK^^ 
person  had  stumbled  near  the  door.  "  Wb^ 
waits  ?"  called  out  Clara.  There  was  no  answer.  SW 
rose,  and  opened  the  door.  I  saw  a  form  flit  p»^ 
the  window.   Clara  returned,  and  said  carelessly  ' 

"  Do  you  know,  Freville,  I  have  a  very  ^ 
opinion  of  NeUy  Dudgeon.  Waller  never  vo*** 
tures  to  speak  to  me  without  first  looking  whetb^ 
she  is  in  the  passage  leading  to  my  apartment      ' 
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kope  she  did  not  hear  what  I  said  of  Sir  Egbert's 
Xiother ;  for,  however  guilty  or  unfortunate,  her 
memory  is  so  dear  to  him  he  cannot  endure  to 
hkye  her  mentioned.  Indeed,  all  connected  with 
W  is  now  buried  in  obUvion/' 

While  she  was  speaking,  the  dressing  bell  rang. 
Tddng  Herbert  by  the  hand  she  retired,  observ- 
ing with  great  gentleness :  '^  You  must  not  ex- 
feet  me  this  evening,  Freville,  for  I  must  walk 
down  to  the  hamlet  to  see  about  orders  Sir  Eg- 
^  is  soUcitous  to  have  executed/' 

I  was  going  to  speak,  but  playfully  waiving  her 
i^d,  she  hurried  off^  saying:  ^^I  will  not  be 
«Otted/' 

I  did  not  see  her  again  until  the  following 
*^cnbg.  Twice  during  the  day  she  sent  Herbert 
^  kind  messages  to  say  I  must  excuse  her,  as 
^^  was  engaged  preparing  for  Sir  Egbert  and  her 
™e  girl.  I  knew  the  former,  although  in  many 
"^^^ects  so  amiable,  was  fastidious  to  peevishness 
nt  his  tastes.  The  morning  passed  away  slowly 
««•  wdly.  I  felt  that  Sir  Egbert's  return  would 
*pnve  me  of  Clara's  company.  I  knew  that  if 
■9  indpient  jealousy  was  awakened,  I  could  on 
"^  pretence  prolong  my  stay ;  my  separation  then 
^  Clara,  was  certain,  immediate ;  the  thought 
^  Accompanied  by  a  depth  of  anguish  to  which 
^  expression  can  do  justice,  and  to  which  the 
^ou  I,  o 
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regret  I  felt,  when  obliged  to  pai 
Cader  Idris,  was  but  88  a  shado? 
hoped  drcumstances  would  again  I 
perhaps^  unite  us.  Even  my  grief, 
of  her  marriage,  was  calm  to  the 
which  my  guilty  and  hopeless  passic 
ed  me.  But  in  this  detail  it  is  not 
to  dwell  upon  the  struggles  I  endu 
answer  no  object.  Human  sympal 
could  awaken  it — would  afford  m 
to  my  wounded  spirit.  One  by  oi 
idols  have  crumbled  to  dust  before  i 
one  object  has  been  the  only  tie  wh 
to  earth,  and  my  reason  tells  me, 
may  be  the  source  of  my  happii 
will  seek  and  find  his  in  other  objc 
is  as  it  should  be,  and  drives  on  1 
heart  to  seek  its  only  anchorage  in  I 

It  was  about  six  in  the  aftemooi 
Eastville,  accompanied  by  Herberl 
apartment : — ^'  I  am  come  to  spenc 
with  you,  Freville,^'  she  said,  in  a  toi 
softness ;  and  methought  her  count 
sad  and  subdued. 

^^  While  I  thank  you  for  your  c 
Lady  Eastville,"  I  aosweied,  in  i 
tone,  ^'forgive  me  if  I  say  it  waanot 
entirely  neglect  the  heart-broken 
probably,  will  never  again  spend  i 
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^o<^ety;  for,  even  were  I  to  intrude  here  any 

\oiiger,  you  will  be  too  happily  engaged  with  Sir 

l&gbert  and  your  children^  to  spare  your  time  to 

ine,  who,  in  truth,  may  be  said  to  be  merely  an 

object  of  your  charity/' 

^^This,  to  me,  Freville/'  she  said,  soothingly; 
^but  I  will  not  reproach  you^  for  you  are  un- 
^>py9  nor  will  I  deceive  you,  as  I  before  re^ 
Qvked.  Sir  Egbert  acts  the  lover,  and  in  all  his 
ndes  and  walks  I  accompany  him;  howevei*, 
Ibope  to  enjoy  much  of  your  society,  i  Dofctor 
JeroUis  to  attend  my  little,  girl- hereiaffti  Ithavfe 
&o  doubt  that  he  will  .^xert  his  autboHty,.and 
^*ligfeyou  to  quit  jyonr.  celt  and  joii>.us  in4he 
PDeral  sitting-rooms/'  •,    .1    ,..•■.  . ,. 

I  felt  miserable  and  dissatisfied^  and  haugktiiy 
answered :—« No,  Lady  Eastville,  I  fed  thattJL 
^  an  intruder.  Thrown  by  circumstances  on 
Sir  Egbert's  hospitality,  it  is  my  intention  to 
*^t  of  Doctor  Jerold's  invitation,  and  quit  the 
Terrace  to-morrow ;  for,  to  say  truth,  I  do  not 
W  able  to  join  my  corps/'  Angels  .of  mercy  I 
^hy  did  she,  then,  with  that  melodious  voice, 
^boie  every  tone  sunk  into  my  heart,  commiserate 
^  illness  ?  Why  did  she  press  me  to  stay,  and 
^  to  the  happiness  of  her  domestic  circle  by  my 
l^^'cace  ?  And  how  could  I  for  a  moment  impute 
^^  tenderness  that  emanated  from  benevolence 

o  2 
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and  affection^  to  a  passion  furious  as  1 
consumed  me  ?  But  all  originated  in  m] 
and  deeply-cursed  vanity," 

"Mamma,  Lady  Cora   is    come,^ 
Herbert,  bounding  in  through  the  wind 

"  Freville,  come  and  look  at  Sir  Egbe 
rite,^'  said  Clara,  as  she  stepped  out  o 
race  walk;  "  I  assure  you  this  is  the  ( 
am  jealous  of,''  and  she  pointed  to  i 
mare  of  dappled  grey. 

I  had  never  seen  any  horse  of  sud 
form.  Supported  by  my  stick,  I  stepp 
to  admire  it,  and  speak  to  the  groom 
me  it  was  a  famous  racer^  and  that  i 
had  refused  nine  hundred  guineas  i 
that  it  was  so  obedient  to  his  hand,  tha 
guide  it  with  a  silken  rein,  but  that 
could  venture  to  ride  it.  Soon  after  I 
the  room,  and  observed  Clara  sitting  oi 
and  looking  very  pensive.  She  start 
without  speaking  hurried  away.  An  ho 
and  she  returned  with  her  bonnet 
on. 

"  You  must  accompany  me,  Freville,' 
"  to  see  some  beautiful  plants  Sir  E 
knows  my  love  for  flowers^  has  forwi 
London  all  strangers  to  Britain's  dii 
must  be  very  tender  of  them.'' 

I  rose  to  accompany  her. 


THS    DSSRHURSTS.  293 

tta  se  glad  you  can  move  without  crutches/' 
be,  smiling.  ^*  As  to  your  stick,  you  Ipok 
pioeful  with  if 

passed  through  a  spacious  hall  hung  with 
•ictures,  representing  sylvan  scenes,  and 
lat  into  a  magnificent  saloon  opening  into 
iservatories.  Every  thing  bespoke  wealth, 
i  by  good  taste. 

e  library  is  the  most  elegant  apartment  in 
use,''  said  Clara,  who  was  pleased  at  my 
tion;  ^^but  as  it  is  up  stairs,  I  will  not 
you  to  see  it,  lest  it  might  fatigue  your 
ascend.  Then  I  have  a  boudoir,  Freville, 
Duld  suit  an  Eastern  Princess.  Strange 
ude  to  place  Clara  Arnheim,  who  thought 
3  thing  to  get  a  few  yards  of  blue  ribbon, 
lead  of  all  this  grandeur,  and  with  nothing 
h  to  recommend  her !'' 
thing  on  earth  to  recommend  you  ?''  I  ez- 
[,  as  I  gazed  on  her  exquisite  beauty. 
\  fine  speeches,^^  she  added,  as  she  passed 
1  the  conservatory  to  the  Terrace  walk, 
extended  to  a  great  length, 
some  time  we  observed  silence.  Clara 
id  embarrassed  by  it,  and  attempted  to 
nto  general  conversation;  spoke  of  the 
s,  the  exotics,  of  Lady  Cora,  in  short, 
subject  she  could  think  of,  and  looked 
o  3 
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disappointed   when    in    reply    I    uttered 
monosyllables.     For  the  life  of  me  I  coul 
converse  on  topics    of   indifference,  whih 
whole  being  was  engrossed  with  my  ill-fated 
However,  as  we  strolled  up  and  down — ^fo 
refused  to  quit  the  walk — I  occasionally  st 
to  remark  on  some  of  the  plants,  then  she 
pluck  their  blossoms,  and  present  them  U 
and  thus  another  hour  passed,  and  the  depr 
of  my  spirits    every   moment    increased. 
melancholy  seemed  infectious,  and  Clara's  < 
fulness  gradually  faded  away.  She  became  8 
as  sad  and  pensive  as  myself.  Complaininj 
the  dew  was  falling,  she  proposed  retumi 
my  apartment,  and  I  readily  assented. 

On  entering  we  found  Herbert  jumping 
in  high  glee,  which  I  perceived  originated 
table  being  covered  with  some  rare  fruii 
sweetmeats,  in  addition  to  my  uaual  coffe 
biscuits. 

"  1  could  see  no  just  cause>  Freville/^ 
Lady  Eastville,  gaily,  "  why  you  should  not 
in  for  some  of  the  good  things.  Do  n 
these  rustic  preparations,  and  the  vases  of  fl 
remind  you  of  the  dear  P&rsonage?  Con 
dine  on  the  couch,  you  look  ^Atigued.  H< 
shall  be  the  attendant  page,  and  1  the  Lady 
mount,  doing  the  honours  of  my  banquet.*' 

I  tried  to  look  pleased,  said  I  was  too  w 
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require  the  couch,  and,  sitting  down  beside  her, 
attempted  to  partake  of  the  delicacies  before  me, 
and  to  speak  on  general  topics.  In  this  effort  I 
vas  assisted  by  Herbert,  who  now  twined  his 
arms  round  his  mother's  neck ;  then  bounding 
from  her,  caressed  me,  and  so  on,  till  exhausted 
by  the  flow  of  his  spirits,  he  nestled  his  dark 
Itead  into  her  bosom,  and  fell  into  a  deep  sleep. 
toT  some  time  she  remained  silent,  fondly  gazing 
on  him ;  then  in  a  low  voice,  as  if  apprehensive 
of  awakening  him,  she  said  : — 

"Now,  Freville,   I  must  renew  the  subject  I 

commenced  yesterday.  I  do  not  ask  why  you  are 

'"ihappy,  but  I  request,  nay  entreat  of  you  to 

acquaint  me,  can  I  be  of  the  least  service  tp  you  ? 

'  need  not  again  expatiate  on  your  claims  or  my 

feelings ;  credit  me  when  I  say,  that  to  have  it  in 

^7  power  to  alleviate  your  present  sorrow,  from 

whatever  source  it  originates,  would  confer  upon 

'ne  the  greatest  pleasure.     Nay,  do  not  interrupt 

^^  ^th  thanks.     On  this  head  I  am  selfish ;  for 

*<^^  could  Clara  Arnheim  be  at  rest  while  Fre- 

^®  Deerhurst  was  in  affiction  ?*^ 

^  pressed  the  hand  she  had  laid  upon  mine, 

■     prevent  my  speaking  too  passionately,  to  my 

J^^*      She   started,    flushed   scarlet,   then    grew 

^^y  pale.     I  should  think  some  suspicion  of 

^  ^  ^ntiments  towards  her,  for  the  first  time, 

*^^d  across  her  mind,  and  she  bent  her  head 
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lowly  over  the  sleeping  child,  to  disguise  her  c(^  ^'^^ 
fusion.  Witnessing  all  this,  I  fancied  it  argu-^^a 
well  to  my  hopes  of  meeting  a  retam,  and  ^ 
gloried  at  the  wild  thought  of  yet  conquering  Ym^r 
virtue.  Still  supporting  Herbert  in  her  arm^ 
she  rose  from  her  seat,  and,  before  I  was  aware  of 
her  intention,  rung  the  bell.    A  footman  entere<3« 

^^  Remove  the  coffee/'  she  said,  ^  and  light  the 
lamps ;  but  if  Mr.  Deerhurst  does  not  apprehecad 
the  night  air,  you  need  not  close  the  cartairas- 
The  twilight  is  beautiful,*'  she  added,  as  %t^ 
stood  by  the  open  casement. 

The  attendant  retired. 

''I  shall  put  Herbert  to  bed,"  she  said,  a.^ 
proaching  the  door. 

I  felt  that  I  had  alarmed  her  delicacy,  and  tla^ 
her  countenance  and   manners  were    unusuaLly 
grave;  wishing  to  re-assure  her,  and  draw  h^^ 
back,  even  for  a  few  solitary  moments,  in  a  to^^^ 
of  as  much  indifference  as  I  could  assume,  I  sai^' 
"  Will  you  not  delay  a  few  moments,  Clara,  till     ^ 
explain  the  cause  of  a  dejection,  which  willingly    -^ 
would  never  have  betrayed  to  your  notice."    Slm^^ 
hesitated,  looked  doubtful.    I  proudly  exdaimed-     ^ 
"Nay,  Lady  Eastville,  let  me  not  detain  yo^*' 
Yet  it  was  ungenerous  to  press  for  my  confidenc^^^ 
and  then  deride  it.    But,  alas  I  no  human  mism  ^^ 
ever  yet  withstood  the  influence  of  prosj 
Our  different  lots  have  destroyed  yoar  sympaA; 
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it  has  pleased  Heaven  to  shower  upon  you  all  the 
blessings  of  this  life,  health,  beauty,  wealth, 
children,  while  I  am  left  to  struggle  with  all  the 
ptngs  of  disappointed  affection,  and  to  the  morti- 
fication of  being  reduced,  by  poverty,  to  appear 
'^n  and  shabby  in  my  regiment,  like  my  poor 
^er.  Although  the  lawful  heir  of  unbounded 
^th,  by  the  unnatural  cruelty  of  Sir  Roger  I  am 
<IepriTed  almost  of  the  means  of  existence.  Worse 
^Sain!  I  am  involved  in  debts  incurred  by  the 
'^cessary  expenses  attending  on  change  of  quarters, 
^d  being  sent  at  the  caprice  of  the  Horse 
boards  from  one  clime  to  another.  However, 
^^SftU  are  unavailing;  our  regiment  is  under 
oilers  for  India,  and  I  hope  soon  to  find  beneath 
*  tropical  sun  that  grave  I  now  so  ardently  wish 
^'*  If,  under  these  circumstances,  for  a  moment 
^  f^iget  the  respect  due  to  Lady  Eastville,  I  can 
^'^y  humbly  entreat  pardon  for  my  presump- 

1   saw  her  hesitate,  but  her  gentle  forgiving 

^^re  could  not  long  retain  anger  or  suspicion ; 

/^*  laying  Herbert  on  the  couch,   she  laid  her 

^^d  on  my  shoulder — ^for  I  sat  with  my  elbows 

f^tuig  on  the  table,  and  my  face  buried  in  my 

^ds  — and   addressed  me  in   a  voice   full  of 

^passion : 

^^  **  Freville,  I  cannot  endure  that  you  should 

^^d  to  this  melancholy.     I  am  certain  you  will 
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yet  be  a  rich  man.     It  is  not  possible  that  Sir 
Roger  can  live  much  longer;  and  credit  me,  he  is 
not  so  barbarous  as  to  leave  yoa  unproyided  for. 
Perhaps  I  was  too  irritable  in  feeling,  too  aogrj 
with  you;    but,  indeed,  your  manner  was  too 
ardent.     Let  us   mutually  forgive  each  others 
you  know  at  the  Parsonage  we  often  bad  afironts, 
and  so  forth,  and  soon  made  up  again — am.    I 
forgiven  ?*' 

Had  I  obeyed  the  impulse  of  the  moment:,  I 
should  have  flung  myself  at  her  feet,  and  kiss»<d 
the  ground  she  trod ;  but  I  affected  to  be  sablicxiSf 
just  to  hear  her  pleading  accents.  Heaven' ii  0^ 
witness  at  the  instant  I  had  no  other  moti'^^' 
Raising  my  head,  I  looked  coldly  at  her,  and  irm  ^ 
tone  of  dignity  said,  "  How  could  the  prot^ 
Liady  Eastville  offend  the  humble  Deerhurst,  w1^^ 
again  apologises  for  daring  to  presume  too  ma^ 
on  her  kindness?  However^  to-morrow  I  sh**' 
quit  the  Terrace ;  in  a  few  days  join  my  repmem*^ 

so ^,'*  the  thoughts  of  parting  from  her  we^ 

too  painful;  my  affected  composure  fled  agaS^ 
Burying  my  face  in  my  hands^  a  groan  escap^'^ 
me.  I  saw  her  shudder,  then  she  drew  a  chair,  a^^^ 
sat  beside  me,  and  in  low  impressive  accents  saic^ 

"  Preville,  I  no  longer  press  your  stay ;  p^*" 
haps  . . . ."  and  she  certainly  sighed,  ^it  is  ^ 
well  for  us  all  that  you  should  go.  Your  temj'^ 
is  very  ardent,  and  I  think  irritable ;  and  it  n^^ 
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^>ccars  to  me  that,  considering  you  as  a  brother, 
^tybg  your  misfortunes,  and,  chance  having 
^^wn  you  under  my  protection,  perhaps,  I 
We  devoted  more  of  my  time,  and  been  more 
familiar  with  you  than  Sir  Egbert  would  approve. 
'^  very  idea  of  annoying  him  frets  me,  for  I 
We  him  to  excess  —  more,  I  think,  than  I  ought 
to  love  any  created  being.  Altogether,  Freville, 
^feel  restless  and  unhappy  when  Sir  Egbert  asks 
^7  I  never  mentioned  you  to  him.  If  I  say 
**^y  Aylsbury,  firom  a  suspicion  of  our  being 
*toched,  prevented  me,  it  will  fire  his  jealous 
^per  to  madness ;  in  short,  a  presentiment  of 
^nux^g  gyii  jj33  ^5331-  if^g  shadow  over  my  soul ! 

^r  ^th  me  to  heaven  to  avert  it  l^' 
,  ^  ^^«as  too  much  agitated  to  reply.    After  a 
^^  ^he  proceeded : — 

^Tou  can  quit  here  with  Doctor  Jerold  to- 
^^^^w:  he  is  one  of  the  most  amiable  of  men, 
"will  treat  you  with  all  hospitahty.  In  a 
^^*t  time,  when  you  are  quite  recovered,  I  am 
f^'^^^&i  Sir  Egbert  will  seek  your  company ;  and 
^^^^  are  fond  of  hunting,  you  can  command  any 
^i^  hunters — all  famous,  except  my  Lady  Cora, 

i  do  not  promise.'* 

^^y  unreasonable  temper  was  provoked  at  her 

.  ^^^g  my  departure,  though  I  had  resolved  on 

^  ^nd  I  hastily  answered,  **  You  are  very  good, 

^^te,  I  should  say ;  buty  if  my  embarrassments 
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do  not  compel  me  to  sell  my  commission— when 
I  see  no  other  alternative  but  listing  as  a  private 
soldier — I  hope,  ere  the  hunting  season^  to  be  far 
on  my  way  to  India.*' 

She  looked  reproachfully  at  me^  and  said: — 
« Oh !  Freville,"  and  burst  into  tears.  At  that 
moment  we  heard  a  servant  approach  ;  she  caught 
up  Herbert,  and  hurried  to  the  door.  *'  In  pity's 
sake,  Clara/'  I  exclaimed,  springing  after  her, 
"  say  you  will  see  me  again  this  evening.  We 
must  forgive  each  other  ere  we  part — ^perhaps  for 
ever.  Sir  Egbert  will  be  here  early  to-morrow : 
then  adieu  to  all  chance  of  speaking  to  you! 
Leave,  oh !  leave  me  not  to  the  remorse  of  thinking 
that  my  ill-temper  has  displeased,  offended  you !" 

She  hesitated,  and  I  placed  myself  between 
her  and  the  door. 

"  Let  me  pass,  Freville,  and  I  will  see  you  this 
evening,  an  hour  hence,  if  but  for  a  moment." 

"  You  promise  ?" 

«Ido!" 

*^  Enough,  Clara  Amheim  never  broke  her 
word,"  before  I  finished  the  last  sentence  she  had 
vanished. 
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THE    DEERHURSTS. 


CHAPTER  I. 


An  hour,  in  the  state  of  my  mind,  appeared  as 

an  age.     I  was  in  a  fever  of  excitement,   that 

oommnnicated  itself  to  my  whole  frame.  I  walked 

up  and  down  the  Terrace  like   one  distracted, 

gazed  at  my  watch  incessantly ;  then  would  not 

look  at  it  till  I  thought  the  time  expired,  pulled 

it  out  again,  and,  seeing  but  half  an  hour  had 

dapsed,  dashed  it  furiously  on  the  ground.    To 

quench  my  burning  thirst  I  drank  a  glass  of  wine 

"^it  was  but  a  glass,  but  in  my  weakened  state  it 

•^^ctcd  me,  increasing  my  fever— let  me  say  de- 

'Wum.    From  very  fatigue  I  flung  myself  on  the 

^di)  and  soon  fell  into  an  uneasy  slumber, 

^"^^  which  I  preserved  a  consciousness  of 

''"'''bounding  objects,  for  I  felt  the  rich  perfume  of 

^  flowers  wafted  over  my  throbbing  temples  by 

*®  Jiight  aiTj  which  rushed  in  through  the  open 

^^i..  II.  B 


delicious  repose,  that  an  inf 
joyed.  I  started  from  it  as  t 
eleven  ;  the  tedious  hour  had 
just  going  to  rise  and  shake  o 
the  door  opened^  and  througl 
I  saw  Clara  enter,  and,  after  g 
proach  with  noiseless  steps 
which  I  rested.  I  was  awar 
cushion  beside  it,  gazed  intent 
sighed  deeply. 

All  this  time  I  remained  ii 
throbbing  of  my  heart  was  sc 
chest  heave  as  if  convulsed, 
passed  in  this  way,  my  ag. 
ment  increasing.  Then  she  t 
said: — 

"  Freville,  dear  FreviUe,  I  £ 
rest :  but  it  is  late,  and  I  most 
to  you.'^ 
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tit  preserved  silence,  my  emotions  were  too 
Solent  to  admit  of  speech. 

^  You  are  sleeping  yet,''  she  said,  turning  her 
dove-like  eyes  on  me;  **  but  try  to  rouse  yourself, 
wrf  listen  patiently." 

"  1  am  all  attention,'^  I  replied,  sighing  deeply. 

"Preville,  I  know  you  are  proud,  petulant,  and 
^T  offended,  but  surely  you  would  not  take 
offence  from  your  cousin  Clara,  your  first,  dearest, 
^i  most  sincere  friend.  You  propose  leaving 
kere  to-morrow,  and  all  earthly  enjoyments  are  so 
^''^rtain,  it  is  hard  to  say  when  we  may  meet 
"?*in  ;-^perhaps,  never/' 

I  coold  no  longer  command  myself,  I  threw 
"^ydf  at  her  feet,  and  uttered  cries  of  convulsive 

'Oh!  in  pity's  sake  rise,"  she  exclaimed,  ^'you 
^  destroy  your  poor  broken  leg ;  and  besides,  I 
^  Qot  like  the  attitude :  rise,  or  you  will  oblige  me 
^  ^tiie  without  uttering  my  request." 

She  spoke  this  with  kindness,  but  in  a  tone  of 
^^on.  She  was  cahn — had  all  her  senses  about 
^:  but  I  was  frantic.  Yes !  I  call  all  the  hosts  of 
^^en  to  witness,  that  on  that  night  I  was  frantic. 
^Lady  Elastville,  what  do  you  require  of  a 
'^^  like  me  ?"  1  said,  but  my  voice  was  deep 
4  unnatural,  it  seemed  to  proceed  from  my 
^  and  that  my  parched  lips  had  no  power  of 
teraace, 

B  2 
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My  emotion  affected  her,  she  was  no  hnS^ 
calm,  and  she  spoke  rapidly,  saying : 

"  Freville,  ere  I  express  it,  say  you  will  gra*^* 
my  request ;  be  generous,  and  let  no  false  scrupl^^ 
exist  between  us.  Reflect  on  the  lateness  of  tb^ 
hour.  There  is  an  impropriety  in  my  being  hel^ 
You  are  too  friendly — too  honourable  to  detail 
me.     Do  you  promise  ?" 

I  fell  at  her  knees  exclaiming  : 

^'  I  call  heaven  to  witness,  though  it  were  t 
stake  my  immortal  soid  to  perdition,  I  will  uT 
hesitatingly  grant  your  request.*'  She  shuddercc 
then  in  a  solemn,  stem  tone  said : 

"  Freville,  this  really  is  awful.  You  are  sinft 
beyond  belief.  How  can  you  talk  in  this  manner 
Have  you  no  fear  of  God  before  your  eyefl 
However,  time  passes  on.  I  came  not  here  f 
reproach,  but  serve  you.  You  have  sworn  t 
grant  my  request,  and  cannot  go  back;  here  thei 
accept  of  this  sum  of  money  from  me :  it  is  nee^ 
less  to  add  it  is  solely  mine,  being  the  price  pii 
for  the  furniture  of  the  Parsonage.  It  will  prevei 
the  necessity  of  you  selling  your  commissioi 
than  which  nothing  could  be  more  ruinous :  yoi 
mind  is  too  ardent,  even  if  you  possessed  wealti 
to  be  satisfied  with  a  life  of  idleness.  And,  ol 
Freville  !  with  this  gift  let  me  hope  that  you  wi 
compose  yourself  and  learn  to  subdue  joi 
temper;  its  indulgence  must  ultimately  deitrc 
both  your  health  and  respectability/' 
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*^s  she  Uttered  these  last  words  she  drew  from 
ier  bosom  a  small  embroidered  purse,  containing, 
^  I  afterwards  learned,  notes  to  the  amount  of 
^^.  She  was  hastily  retiring,  but  I  grasped 
^  ann,  saying,  I  would  thank  her,  and  when 
^  insisted  upon  going,  I  called  out : 

^At  least  you  shall'  not  more  till  I  see  your 
Cher's  picture.'* 

She  looked  steadily  in  my  face :  my  flashing 
^  and  quivering  lips  terrified  her;  she  thought 
ine  delirious,  and  made  a  spring  to  escape,  but  I 
llumst  my  hand  into  her  bosom  and  snatched  the 
pcture  firom  it — cast  it  aside  ;  then  falling  before 
^i  confessed  my  ardent,  undying  love,  and  in 
^6  excess  of  my  guilty  madness  dared  to  ask  a 
Ktum, 

For  some  moments  she  remained  immovable, 
'^  perfectly  horror-struck ;  recovering  herself 
''^  cast  on  me  a  look  of  scorn  and  abhorrence, 
^^  wrought  my  soul  to  still  greater  frenzy, 
^  not  deigning  to  speak,  hurried  to  the  door ; 
*vt  I  placed  my  back  against  it,  and  again  in- 
•"^W  her  with  my  declarations  of  love. 

^Miserable,  lost,  abandoned  man,  how  dare  you 
^  detain  me,  and  oblige  me  to  listen  to  your 
^"^  hateful,  confessions !  Shame  on  yoUj 
^'^^e,  to  requite  Sir  Egbert^s  hospitality  and 
^end  my  delicacy  by  such  a  disgraceful  speech ! 
^^  weik  and  vain  you  must  be  to  suppose,  even 
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admitting  I  was  void  of  all  dignitjr  and 
that  I  could  transfer   my  afieotiona 
exalted,  the  noble.  Sir  Egbert,  to  a  wi 
you.    From  this  hour  I  renounce  your 
ance— I  deny  our  relationship;   I  leai 
your  fate  without  compassion  or  interest 
Tile  seducer  I  To-morrow,  quit  my  honi 
taminated  by  your  presence, — 16  think 
whom  I  loved  and  confided  in  as  a  bn 
who  ever  found  a  home  in  my  fiithe 
should  requite  all  his  goodness  by  thi 
ing  me  I   I  pray  to  heaven  that  we  d 
again  meet.    Dare  to  prevent  my  retn 
will  alarm  the  whole  fiimily.*^ 

She  darted  towards  the  beU|  but  my  p 
this  time  had  risen  to  such  a  height,  1 1 
one  possessed.  I  made  a  sudden  spring 
savagely  entwined  my  arm  round  her  i 
seeing  a  fruit  knife  glitter  oa  the  tables 
it  up,  and  pointing  it  to  her  bieaat  e 
^*  Cruel,  barbarous  woman,  mine  you  w 
but  never  again  shall  my  hated  rival,  S 
possess  you/' 

Ahnost  convulsed  with  terror^  in  low 
accents  she  said :  '*  Oh,FreviUa  I  sunly ; 
not  kill  Clara  Amheim,  the  firiand  and  a 
of  your  childhood  ?*' 

I  groaned  aloud,  dashed  tho 
ment  from  my  hand,  and 


THB   DKEBHUR8T8.  ^ 

tmordmaiy  presence  of  mind  she  gare  me  a 
sudden  jerk,  and  I  fell  prostrate  on  the  ground. 
Dwengaged  finom  my  hold,  she  rushed  from  the 
ipartment,  locking  the  door  after  her.  For  some 
time  I  remained  unable  to  move  j  such  was  the 
state  to  which  I  was  reduced,  that  in  my  raving  I 
^••kd  frantically  on  her  to  return,  till  exhausted  I 
^^  into  insensibility.  Passion  had  reduced  me 
to  a  woman's  weakness. 

^y  first  sensation  was  acute  pain  in  my  leg, 
which  had  been  hurt  by  the  fall,  and  a  belief  that 
"»y  head  had  turned  into  a  ball  of  fire.  By  great 
uiiBcQity  I  rose,  and  with  a  confused  consciousness 
•^pted  to  reach  the  casement  for  air,  when  a 
^d  of  jibbering  laugh,  and  a  "  ha,  ha  !  Mr.  Deer- 
hwst/*  broke  on  my  ears.  Looking  towards  the 
P*oe  from  where  the  sound  proceeded,  I  saw  the 
"Me^ms  face  of  NeUy  Dudgeon,  as  she  stood  at 
^  casement  with  her  hands  a-kimbo,  and  her 
purpled  visage  expressive  of  fiend-like  triumph, 
fc  the  weakened  state  of  my  nerves,  it  is  impos- 
^^^  to  express  the  fearful  impression  she  made  on 
"»ymind. 

I^  after  years  the  memory  of  deeper,  of  sadder 
•^c«  have  faded  «away  before  the  influence  of 
^^jbut  the  countenance  of  that  fury  has  never 
7^  forgotten.  Often  has  it  haunted  my  pillow 
®  I  Was  obliged  to  quit  my  rest  and  seek  for  re- 
^in  society — nay,  even  dissipation. 
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The  first  glance  I  cast  at  Nelly  Dudgeon  le- 
stored  my  reason,  and  all  the  injury  I  had  done 
the  amiable,  the  gentle  Clara^  in  exposing  her  to 
the  observations  of  such  a  wretch,  rose  before  me. 
For  a  moment  I  hesitated  how  to  act ;  then  god- 
cluding  it  better  to  bully  in  a  commanding  toicey 
called  out :  *^  What  brings  you  here  ?  Whit 
business  have  you  with  me  at  this  hour  ?" 

"  You  are  not  my  master,''  she  answered  inio- 
lently,  ^^  though  Lady  Eastville  is  your  mistretf  > 
but  when  my  noble  master  returns  to-morroV| 
great  a  gentleman  as  you  are,  Mr.  Deerhurstiand 
ready  as  you  were  to  complain  of  poor  servants,! 
take  my  oath  you  shall  tramp  off,  even  before 
myself.'' 

I  perfectly  trembled  before  her,  and  quickly 
resolved  to  bribe  her  to  silence  ;  but  dosiog 
the  window,  she  fled  before  I  could  arrange  mf 
plans.  I  spent  the  night  in  a  state  of  nnspealad)!^ 
misery,  indeed  my  grief  amounted  to  despair. 

All  hopes  of  Clara  were  for  ever  lost.  My  owt» 
conduct  had  placed  an  impassable  gulf  between 
us,  and  most  probably  I  shoidd  never  again  see  bcr^ 
who  to  me  was  as  the  light  of  heaven.  Hwn 
these  selfish  regrets  yielded  to  apprehensions  lei^ 
Nelly,  by  her  reports,  might  expose  her  to  moiti^ 
fication  or  suspicion,  or  perhaps  the  jealousy  o* 
Sir  Egbert,  and  then  I  would  exclaim,  unhifVf 
Clara,  what  brought  her  to  my  room  ?  Wby^  indi0 
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iknoe  of  the  night,  amidst  its  dubious  light,  did 
he  steal  on  my  rest,  and,  like  a  spirit  of  darkness, 
isoming  an  angel's  form,  work  up  my  soul  to 
ottdness ! — ^To  rest  was  impossible.  I  attempted 
to  lie  on  the  couch,  but  the  attitude  increased  my 
oppression,  so  in  spite  of  the  pain  of  my  leg, 
which  was  greatly  inflamed  since  my  fall,  I  paced 
^)snd  down  the  Terrace  walk,  gazed  into  the  hall 
uul  on  the  wide  staircase,  with  the  terrible  con- 
y^n  that  only  a  few  steps  separated  me  from 
Chn,  and  still  that  I  was  doomed  never  again  to 
^  her.  Towards  morning,  from  the  excess  of 
bastion,  I  threw  myself  on  the  couch,  and 
^  into  a  feverish  slumber. 

I  was  roused  by  a  servant  entering  with  my 
''^•k&st.  **  It  is  very  strange,  Mr.  Deerhurst,'' 
'^  *aid;  ^  but  some  person  locked  your  door  out* 
ride/* 

^^  awakened  me  to  a  full  consciousness  of  all 
^  had  happened  on  the  preceding  night.  I 
^^  no  observation,  and  the  attendant  retired. 
S^n  I  began  to  revolve  the  results  likely  to  arise 
^*^  my  frenzy.  I  hoped  Nelly  had  witnessed 
^  >rhde  scene,  then  she  must  acquit  Lady  East- 
^*  If  so,  I  cared  not  how  much  I  was  crimi- 
^^.  Of  course  if  Sir  Egbert's  pride  or  jealousy 
'^  roused,  he  would  challenge  me ;  in  that  case 
^f)uld  send  for  Mellish  as  my  second,  heroically 
^^id  his  fire,  and  fire  my  own  pistols  off  in  the 

B  3 
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air.  I  do  solemnly  declare  tha^  anudrtf 
suppositions  and  plans,  one  thought  of  an  ol 
God  ncTer  occurred,  one  prayer  for  his  ft 
ness  or  support  never  was  uttered,  and  I 
leant  on  the  broken  reed  of  my  own  contri 
to  rescue  me  out  of  the  danger  in  whid] 
involved  myself. 

I  rung  the  bell,  and  sent  to  say  I  wii 
speak  to  Nelly  Dudgeon.  The  footman  s 
palpably ;  but  I  was  void  of  all  discretion, 
fectly  bewildered  from  the  excess  of  gri 
remorse,  while  impatiently  waiting  for  her,  1 
a  carriage  drive  up  to  the  door;  and  th 
bustle  attending  Sir  Egbert's  arrival,  ai 
sweet  voice  of  Clara  reached  me  as  she  we 
him  back. 

I  attempted  to  rise  and  go  out  on  the ' 
walk,  but  I  shrank  back  on  my  seat  like 
afraid  of  detection.  Soon  after  Doctor 
entered  my  apartment.  He  was  addressinj 
his  usual  cheerfid  manner,  when^  fixing  h: 
on  my  wild  and  haggard  visage,  he  exd 
^^  My  dear  Sir,  how  is  this  ?  You  appear  est 
ill,  why  it  is  but  five  days  since  I  last  si 
and  though  Lady  Eastville  said  she 
hensive  for  your  health,  I  had  no 
alarmed.  What  can  have  cauaed  this  ; 
change  ?'* 

He  sat  beside  me,  and  taking  my  wrist  h 
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bis  fingefs,  shook  his  head,  exdaiming :  "  Why, 
Mr.  Deerharst,  you  are  trembling  like  a  man  in 
in  ague;  and  worse  again,  yoar  leg,  which  shoald 
be  now  quite  well,  is  frightfully  swollen.  Pray 
explain  how  all  this  has  happened/' 

Trying  to  force  a  smile,  I  replied :  ^*  For  some 
days  I  have  been  feverish  ;  and  last  night,  being 
oonsumed  with  thirst,  I  drank  some  wine,  which, 
i&  my  weakened  state,  affected  me,  for  I  have 
i^CTcr  ranked  a  love  of  drink  among  my  sins.  In 
slKirt,  Doctor,  I  lost  my  balance  and  fell,  and 
J^ve  spent  a  night  of  intense  suffering.'* 

"  1  can  well  believe  it,"  he  said,  kindly  5  "  come, 
^^  your  leg  while  I  examine  it.** 

As  I  was  in  the  act  of  doing  so  the  door  opened, 
•^d  Sir  Egbert,  with  Herbert  in  his  arms,  and 
'^olditig  by  the  hand  a  fair,  very  delicate  little 
^  entered.  How  proud,  how  happy,  how  like 
'P^ifect  gentleman  he  appeared !  What  an  abject 
^^ch  I  felt,  as  I  shrank  before  ray  noble,  gene- 
^^^  host! 

This,  Mr.  Deerhurst,*'  he  said,  "  is  our  little 
*    the  Doctor's  patient ;  look,  is  she  not  very 
^   Lady  Eastville  ?" 

^^e  child  pressed  forward,  putting  up  her  little 
^th  to  kiss  me. 
^*  There,  there !"  exclaimed  Jerold ;  **  now  go 
^^7,  good  girl.  Sir  Egbert,  Mr.  Deerhurst  has 
^ivcd  a  fresh  hurt  on  his  leg,  and  I  am  really 
Very  bad  temper  about  it/* 
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Sir  Egbert  expressed  his  regret,  saying :  "  'T^oir 
that  I  recognize  in  Mr.  Deerhurst  a  relative  of 
Lady  Eastville,  I  must  be  doubly  solicitoua  about 
him/^ 

As  he  spoke  these  words,  he  fixed  his  eyes  on 
me,  with  a  look  which  seemed  to  penetrate  my 
inmost  thoughts.  I  felt  confused,  and  essayedto 
say  something  in  return  for  his  politeness,  when 
Nelly  Dudgeon  marched  from  my  sleeping-rooiDy 
saying :  "  Do  you  want  me,  Mr.  Deerhurst?'' 

Cursing  her  in  my  soul,  I  hastily  answered : 
"  Not  just  now,  Doctor  Jerold  will  see  to  my 
leg/' 

"  No  wonder  it  should  be  painful,*'  said  sh^ 
addressing  Dr.  Jerold,  while  she  cast  upon  me  a 
look  of  diabolical  triumph,  ^'for  Mr*  Deerhnrit 
did  not  sleep  in  his  own  bed  last  nigbt.^' 

"  Is  it  possible,  Mr.  Deerhurst,*'  exclaimed  Sir 
Egbert,  in  a  tone  of  unaffected  surprise,  "that 
you  were  unable  to  reach  your  room?'* 

^'For  heaven's  sake,"  inquired  Jerold^  in  a  peta^ 
lant  voice,  ^^why  did  you  not  ring  for  assistanoe? 
It  was  next  to  madness  to  remain  up  in  yoar 
state  of  health — I  have  no  patience  with  you.*^ 

Now,  though  a  weak  and  certainly  a  very  guitty 
man,  nature  never  formed  me  for  a  hardene^^ 
villain.  Unequal  to  assume  any  self-oomman^y  ^ 
remained  silent. 

"Why  do  you  loiter  here?'*  said  Sir  Bgbertjp 
angrily,  to  Nelly,  "  and  you,  my  love,'*  he  co»- 
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ig  Herbert's  head^  who  was  standing 
knees^  '^  go  to  mamma/' 
scarcely  gone,  when  the  little  girl 
lying  about  the  room  called  out: 
ly  here  is  grandpapa's  picture;"  and 
[r.  Amheim's  miniature,  which  I  had 
m  Clara's  bosom. 

;  started — turned  deadly  pale,  and, 
g  a  word,  stepped  out  by  the  window, 
relief  in  seeing  that  he  turned  to- 
bh  that  led  to  the  stables.  In  a  mi- 
he  returned.  He  looked  excited; 
was  calm,  as  taking  his  little  daugh- 
nd  he  said  :  '*  Come  now,  and  I  will 
ady  Cora.  By-the-bye,  Mr.  Deer- 
ig  to  me,  *'have  you  seen  her?** 
I  the  affirmative,  and  we  then  spoke 
oments  on  the  subject.  He  was 
I,  when  Mrs.  Waller  came,  and  in 
Qta  told  Doctor  Jerold  that  Lady 
nested  to  see  him.  He  immediately 
immons.  Nearly  an  hour  and  a  half 
e  he  returned,  and  he  then  appeared 
i,  and  his  generally  cheerful,  candid 
was  gloomy  and  stem.  Closing  the 
[y,  in  abrupt  accents  he  said  :  ''  Mr. 
ady  EastviUe  has  confided  to  me  the 
ffered  her  last  night,  and  which  you 
are  no  excuse  can  palliate;  though 


lady  so    perfectly  modest  and  retiring, 
the  wife  of  Sir  Egbert  Eastville/' 

I  looked  abashed^  but  made  no  reply. 

After  a  time  he  said,  with  less  st 
'^However,  even  were  it  my  oflioe  to 
you,  I  would  not  do  so^  for  whatever  i] 
seized  you,  your  appearance,  Mr.  Deerii 
ficiently  proves  your  regret;  let  me  then 
my  advice.  Lady  EastviUe  has  reaoh 
again  willingly  to  enter  the  company 
who,  under  any  circumstances,  could  p 
insult  her,  or  so  mistake  her  character 
pute  illicit  love  to  the  friendship  and  coi 
early  companionship.  Although  her  ni 
gentle  and  yielding  in  trifles,  when  ono 
siders  any  act  a  religious  duty,  no  eart 
can  influence  her,  for,  to  confess  a  tm 
apprehensive  that  your  quitting  the  1 
your  present  state  may  increase  your 

wnrflp  Aomin.  AumlrAn  Antr  nniHii/^nm  in  Ri 
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W  have  no  alternative  but  to  prepare  to  depart 
^^h  me.    I  shall  now  see  Sir  Egbert,  and  plead 
yoor  excuse  by  saying  that  your  inflamed  limb 
Inquires  daily  attendance,  and  that   under  the 
press  of  business  I  could  not  possibly  spare  it  to 
fOQj  except  in  my  own  house.'* 
A  groan  of  anguish  burst  from  me. 
^'Nay,  pluck  up  courage,  young  man/'  he  said 
^  friendly  accents ;  *^  bid  adieu  to  your  hospitable 
*^88  cheerfully  as  you  can.   For  worlds  I  would 
^^(  that  one  suspicion  crossed  his  breast.     He  is 
•  'Uan  of  the  most  acute  sensibility ;  and  to  the 
^Mcst,  jealousy  is  a  fearful  passion/' 

*  then  explained  how  NeUy  Dudgeon  certainly 

itched  us.     He  expressed  his  regret^  but  said  : 

^^e  can  easily  silence  her  with  gin ;  however, 

^^  did  right  to  acquaint  me,  for  to-morrow  I  shall 

^^  over  and  elicit  all  she  knows  and  thinks  on  the 

^l>ject." 

-A  servant  soon  entered  to  pack  up  my  things 

•^^  place  them  in  Doctor  Jerold's  chariot.     All 

"^^  preparations  that  were  to  separate  me   for 

^^^T  from  Clara  were  rapidly  concluded,  and  I 

'^^^^^ed  them  with  an  agony  which  I  think  must 

n^ve  again    disturbed    my  reason,  otherwise    I 

^^''^M  not  have  acted  so  indiscreetly — indeed  some 

^tality  seemed  to  drive  me  on.     I  had  entered 

™^  hall,  and  having  rung  for  the  footman,  sent  by 

"**Ja  some  gratuity  to  the  servants,  with  thanks  for 
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the  attention  they  had  paid  me.     At  the  instB^^ 
Herbert  came   bounding  down   the   stairs,  ai?^ 
springing  to  my  arms,  began  to  caress  me,  and  wit^i 
childish  eagerness  to  press  my  stay. 

It  occurred  to  me  that  I  should  warn  Clin  oi 
Nelly  Dudgeon's  knowledge  of  our  interviews.  I 
tore  a  leaf  from  my  tablet,  and  first  apologioDg  for 
my  mad  conduct  in  exposing  her  to  danger,  tar 
treated  she  would  guard  against  Nelly,  and  as 
soon  as  possible  part  with  her.  Just  as  it  was  con- 
cluded, I  heard  steps  approaching ;  thrusting  it 
into  Herbert's  bosom,  I  pinned  it,  and  told  him 
to  take  it  to  mamma,  and  to  let  no  one  else  see  it- 
Sir  Egbert  and  Jerold  now  entered ;  the  former 
with  studied  politeness  regretted  that  illneis 
should  have  hastened  my  departure,  adding,  that 
if  I  continued  in  the  neighbourhood  he  shookl 
hope  for  my  company  when  the  hunting  com'* 
menced. 

Nelly  bustled  into  the  room ;  I  thnut  soD^ 
money  into  her  hand;  she  appeared  gratefnl' 
Jerold  looked  angrily  at  me>  and  hurried  forwirA* 

^^Will  you  not  wait  a  moment  to  see  Lid^ 
EastvilleP'  said  Sir  Egbert,  addressing  w^9 
^^1  cannot  imagine  what  detains  her,  fiir  I 
have  twice  sent  to  acquaint  her  you  were  weAg 
off.  Why,  Doctor !"  he  exclaimed^  "  I  never  »^ 
you  so  impatient  before,"  as  Jerold  actually  dnS" 
ged  me  forward. 
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"  I  am  impatient  for  a  patient/'  said  the  Doctor, 
a  laugh. 

^Jerold,  if  you  mean  this  for  a  pun  I  cannot 
compliment  your  wit,*'  "aid  Sir  Egbert,  laugh- 
ing. 

B  J  this  time  I  was  placed  in  the  carriage ;  Jerold 
jumped  in  after  me;  Sir  Egbert  mounted  Lady 
Cora  to  see  us  part  of  the  way,  and  soon,  very 
soon  I  was  hurried  from  the  Terrace  and  its  beloved 
nutress.  When  we  reached  the  gate.  Sir  Egbert 
We  us  adieu. 

Inuring  the  remainder  of  our  drive,  Jerold  spoke 

*^ously  on  my  madness  in  having  insulted  Lady 

***Wlle.    However,  he  in  some  degree  composed 

^  by  the  assurance  that  he  dreaded  no  further 

^*^tion  from  it.    It  was  impossible,  he  thought 

«at  any  thing  such  a  wretch  as  Nelly  said,  coidd 

''^^^ence  Sir  Egbert,  or  aflFect  his  lady's  character. 

^ !  with  all  his  knowledge  of  human  nature, 

^^  little  he  anticipated  the  excess  of   misery 

*'ch  that  vile,  vindictive  woman  brought  on  her 

**'^j  high-minded  mistress. 

'^n  reaching  the  small  town  of  F— — ,  Jerold 

^^^^licously  welcomed   me   to   his  home,  then 

^^^ring  me  into  what  he  termed  his  state  apart- 

j^^t,  he  bade  me  good  morning,  observing  that 

^  should  be  professionally  engaged  until  the  dinner 
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CHAPTER  IL 

Doctor  Jebbold's  house  was  plain ;  if 
ed  every  thing  necessary  to  the  actoal  ooii 
life ;  but  there  were  none  of  those  elega 
which  may  be  termed  feminine,  and  tl 
such  a  nameless  charm  around  one's  hon 

My  restlessness  was  so  great  that  not 
torture  inflicted  upon  my  Iq;  by  ezera 
influence  me  to  remain  quiet.  I  paced  up  i 
the  apartment,  then  I  made  my  way  to 
garden,  for  I  would  not  Tenture  into  th 
I  had  such  a  horor  of  seeing  any  pei 
this  manner  passed  that  memorable  da 
six  in  the  afternoon  the  Docfxir  letomed 
hasty  dinner,  he  was  mudi  hunied  wbh  1 
my  self-love  was  offended  at  Us  man 
shook  hands,  indeed  politely^  with  ma,  a; 
ed  up  a  bottle  of  his  best  darety  wfaieh  h 
to  enjoy,  as  he  smacked  his  fipa  and  pi 
flavour.  He  ate  his  dinn«  widi  a  1 
and  began  to  discourse  upon  son 
case  of  nerves  that  had  just  odme  nndoi 
He  was  fond  of  his  professionyand  aft  tin 
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ail  his  faculties  were  engrossed  by  the  probable 
siic<«ss  of  an  operation  on  this  nervous  patient. 
^t  length,  noticing  my  abstraction,  he  good-hu- 
^ouredly  said : 

''Here  have  I  been  indulging  in  what  Lady 
^''Mlle  terms  mannerism;  however^  Mr.  Deer- 
''VBt,  no  hurry  of  business  shall  prevent  my 
P»Dg  to  the  Terrace  in  the  morning,  and  prevent 
Nelly  doing  any  further  mischief/' 

I  thanked  him,  but  I  believe  coolly,  for  I  was 

of  such  an  unreasonable  temper,  while  I  felt  no 

^oem  for  anything  that  was  not  immediately 

connected  with  my  own  happiness,  I  expected 

•^  person  to  be  interested  for  me.    Either  not 

^cing,  or  what  is  just  as  probable,  not  caring 

^boiit  my  ill-temper,  Jerold  handed  me  the  key  of 

'^  book«case,  advised  me  to  go  to  bed  early,  and 

P'^Bpared  an  anodyne  for  me  to  take  at  nine ;  he 

^^  departed,  saying  his  return  was  uncertain. 

Oh  I    how  cold,  how  lifeless,  how  common- 

P'^ce,  all  this  appeared  after  the  delicious  even- 

^^^  at  the  Terrace ! 

^or  the  next  three  days  I  did  not  see  Doctor 
^'^Xdd.  His  establishment  consisted  of  three  or 
^^ir  senrants^who  proceeded  in  their  business 
^^  the  r^ularity  of  clock-work.  My  impatience 
^^^er  this  dull,  and  monotonous  existence  was 
*^^h  that  I  thought  even  the  excitement  of  grief 
^'^nld  have  been  preferable* 
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On  the  fourth  day  I  heard  of  his  n 
joy  that  was  damped  the  moment  1 1 
his  usual  placid  ooontenanoe  was  fi 
ness. 

'^  Tou  have  been  at  the  Terrace/'  ] 
'^  and  matters  there  are  not  as  well 
pected;  but,  in  pity's  sake  do  not  d 
am  prepared  for  the  worst/' 

^'  Tou  have,  young  man,  indeed^ 
foolishly^  nay  madly.     But  reproadi 
less,  so  sit  down  till  I  explain  the  re 
levity.  It  seems  that  in  whatever  s 
place  between  you  and  Lady  Eastville, 
must  have  been  broken^  for  we  were 
hour  when  Sir  Egbert  saw  it  lying  n 
dow;     this^  with  the  miniature  bei 
your  apartment^  appeared  strange, 
general  so  haughty  to  his  servants, 
of  the  butler,   '  Had  you  drunk  ma 
usual?'     Without  wishing  to  crimin 
man  answered:    'That  her   Ladysl 
dered  supper  in  your  i^artment--ilii 
was  in  attendance ;  but  it  was  probd 
ill,  as  Lady  Eastville,  against  her  ui 
after  seeing  Master  Heibert  to  bed,  1 
to  you.'      '  And  the  bour^'    said 
'  After  eleven,  I  should  think,  my 
the  answer. 

^<  Now,  Mr.  Deerhurst^  as  you  n 
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all  this  at  least  appeared  strange  to  Sir  Egbert, 
and  made  him  feel   uncomfortable;    but  it  did 
not  amount  to  absolute  jealousy.    At  dinner  he 
appeared   as  usual;    when   the  dessert  and  the 
i      dkildren  came  in,  Herbert  sprang  into  his  arms; 
[      m  playing  with  him  he  found  your  note  in  his 
1^      dress.    Even  that  might  have  passed  unnoticed, 
bat  the  child  insisted  that  you  gave  it  to  him 
for  mamma,  and  that   no  other  person  was  to 
see  it     Terrified  and  miserable  from   the  hour 
you  had   insulted   her,  this    last  proof  of  your 
Verity  overpowered  Lady  Eastville;    clasping 
ber  hands  she  sank  back  upon  her  chair,   with- 
out power  to  explain  the  truth  or  defend  her- 
^If*     Trembling   from  the  excess  of  his  fury, 
^^  Egbert   read   the   ill-&ted  scroll:  and  then 
'^ping  with  rage,  summoned  Nelly  Dudgeon, 
^d  in  the  presence  of  his  household  and  chil- 
^'v^,  commanded  her  to  tell    all  she  knew  of 
'^y  Eastville  and  Mr.  Deerhurst.    Oh  !  think 
to  what  a  frightful  pitch  his  passion  must  have 
'^^cn  wrought,  to  o£fer  such  an  insult  to  his  noble- 
minded  lady,  as  to  ask  such  an  abandoned  wretch 
^l^ear  witness  against  her.  This  was  Nelly's  hour 
0*  triumph  and  revenge.  But  an  hour  before  Wal- 
*^^9  by  her  lady's  command,  had  dismissed  her, 
'^'^*«ing  to  give  her  a  character,  and  now  firom 
^e  virago  burst  forth  all  the  vituperation  of  low- 
*^  vulgarity ;  and  she  described  Lady  Eastville 
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^'As  she  spoke  she  waved  her  handgun 
hastily  retired  firom  the  apartment,  Nd 
out,  ^  Sir  Egbert,  don't  let  her  deoeiTe  ] 
prove  all  I  have  said/  Wrought  up  tc 
of  anger,  she  had  never  before  experieni 
Eastville  pushed  the  door  against  her,  t 
ing  to  Sir  Egbert,  she  clasped  her  hi 
exclaimed : 

^^  ^  Egbert,  much  as  you  have  insulted 
that  too  in  the  presence  of  a  set  of  lov 
still  being  aware  that  in  some  d^ree  ap 
are  against  me,  I  shall  waive  all  sense  o 
cation,  and  fully  explain  the  events  w 
led  to  this  disgraceful  scene.  Alas  I  thai 
ever  feel  it  necessary  to  defend  my  c 
you,  who,  until  this  hour,  I  thought 
esteemed  me.'  She  laid  her  hand  gen* 
arm,  but  he  spumed  her,  ftxclaiming  ii 
voice: 

^<  ^  Wretched,  abandoned  woman  I  mon 
more  hateful,  for  your  seeming  virtues  I 
to  approach  me,hope  not  to  again  deceive 
this  hour  I  renounce  you.  The  whole 
your  long  practised  deceptions  now  rise : 
array  before  me;  blighting  and  destn 
every  hope  of  happiness ;  disgradng  m( 
children.  My  children !'  he  exG^imed, 
aloud.  <  Away,  away,'  he  cried,  as  Hei 
posing  he  called,  bounded  towards  hii 
dashed  o£f  the  child  with  unmaiily  vioki 
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*' '  Good  heaven  !'  exclaimed  Lady  Eastville, 
rHlc  her  every  nerve  quivered  with  agony^  'have 
oeicy  on  us !  Oh !  Egbert/  and  she  knelt  at  his 
ttty  'conquer  this  terrible  passion.  listen^  oh  ! 
Etten  to  my  explanation^  my  noble-minded  hus- 
bind,  my  best,  my  only  love.  It  is  Clara  kneels^ 
if  she  has  oflfended^  to  entreat  your  pardon ;  but 
in  mercy  to  yourself,  to  us  all,  calm  this  fearful 
pission.' 

'^'No,  no,  no !'  he  answered,  as  he  stamped  in 
Ittifury,  'firom  the  beginning  you  loved  this  man, 
Att  Deerhurst.  His  very  name  was  suppressed. 
Be^the  companion  of  your  childhood,  your  only 
idmowledged  relative,  was  never  mentioned  before 
^  for  the  least  due  had  served  to  betray  your 
•net  love.  That  clue  is  now  found,  and  the 
vhole  light  bursts  on  my  astonished  soul.  Well 
BOght  he  give  way  to  his  feelings  when  Herbert 
^  appeared  before  him.  Even  then  the  likeness 
**nick  me.  Away,  thou  o£fspring  of  guilt!'  he 
^^daimed  to  the  terrified  child  who  stood  before 
^i  'your  very  sight  blasts  me.  Ha,  still  here !' 
^  he  raised  his  arm  to  strike  him,  under  a  state 
^  terror  to  which  no  language  can  do  justice. 

Udy  Eastville  caught  Herbert  in  her  arms ; 
^  the  hurried  with  him  firom  the  apartment  she 
^••itl  Sir  Egbert  call  out:  'And  your  evening 
^uet  and  nocturnal  visits!  can  these  too  be 
'^piuned?      Hypocritical^    abandoned    woman! 

^OL.  II.  c 
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the  curse  you  have  brought  on  me  shall  fall  bad 
tenfold  into  your  own  bosom/ 

Having  consigned  Herbert  to  the  caie  ^ 
Waller^  she  returned  towards  the  dining-TOOD) 
still  hoping  to  appease  Sir  Egbert;  bat  jut 
as  she  reached  the  hall  she  saw  him  gallop  ol 
This  nearly  deprived  her  of  all  hope ;  she  sunk 
back  in  a  fainting  fit ;  the  servants  who,  tduoA 
terrified  at  the  scene,  had  been  watching  titfir 
master,  collected  round  her.  Mrs,  Waller  imiM- 
diately  sent  off  an  express  for  me,  which  I  fortu- 
nately met  on  the  way.  Nelly,  whose  groner 
nature  could  never  comprehend  the  excess  of 
misery  which  she  had  created,  was  forcibly  toned 
out  of  the  house  by  the  other  domestics,  h. 
short,  on  my  arrival^  the  Terrace,  so  lately  a  scene 
of  love  and  harmony,  was  in  a  tumult,  all  ths 
servants  were  quarrelling  among  themselves,  irfaik 
their  high-minded  mistress,  deserted  and  deffMf 
lay  on  the  bed  of  sickness. 

^^Merciful  heaven!'^  I  exdaimed,  'Mt  csimo^ 
Y)e  th^t  her  precious  life  is  in  danger/' 

^^  God  forbid,'^  answered  Jerold,  with  Tivadty; 
^^  yet  it  seems  to  me  now  that  her  happineii  > 
destroyed.  Her  pure  spirit  camiot  long  lingtf 
upon  earth.''  I  groaned  aloud,  and  he  oontmBfld, 
^'  To  judge  of  her  Christian  meekness,  you  dioidd  ■ 
see  her,  now  that  you  have  hurled  her  from  bff 
high  state.    '  Dear  doctor,^  said  she  to  ms^  •*  ^ ' 
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id  her  some  restoratiyes,  ^  I  will  take  what- 
jTou  order,  but  it  is  as  a  friend  I  at  present 
re  you.  You  must  exert  your  skill  to  bring 
t  a  reconciliation,  and  I  trust  that  in  a  few 
when  Sir  Egbert  is  calm  enough  to  reflect 
listen  to  reason,  that  the  misery  which 
whelms  us  will  in  some  degree  pass  away ; 
.  cannot  deceive  myself  so  far  as  to  expect 
the  paradise  of  my  home  will  erer  return, 
the  serpent  has  left  his  sting,  and  the  very 
lection  of  his  own  ungenerous  doubts  of  my 
or,  and  his  unmanly  violence,  will  press  on 
iroud,  sensitive  heart  of  Sir  Egbert  to  shadow 
atore.  But  even  in  this  I  see  the  goodness 
J  Creator,  who  chasteneth  those  whom  he 
lu  I  was  too  happy,  blessed  beyond  huma- 
possessed  of  all  most  desirable ;  my  every 
inticipated  or  obey^  by  my  adored  hus- 
Might  not  such  prosperity  have  hardened 
Mit,  and  gradually  taught  me  to  forget  my 
idenoe,  my  gratitude  to  the  Dispenser  of  ^all  ? 
le  not  then  dare  to  murmur  at  his  will,  and 
ay  venerable  &ther,'  she  exclaimed,  fidling  on 
lees,  'blessed,  thrice  blessed  be  your  memory, 
early  strove  to  impress  on  my  mind  the 
icenoe  of  all  earthly  treasures.  The  whole 
may  condemn  me,  nay,  cry  shame  upon  me, 
ity  cannot  lessen  my  virtue^  while  my  hope 
wiAi  my  God/    I  entreated  of  her  to  rise. 

0  2 
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and  not  thus  a^tate  herself,  bat  to  at  i 
arrange  what  was  best  to  be  done  to 
Egbert.  She  then  told  me  that  her  gn 
easiness  proceeded  firom  an  apprehte 
you  and  Sir  Egbert  would  fight  a  dud, 
no  reasoning  could  ever  reconcile  her  t 
act ;  and  she  desired  me'to  see  you,  and 
assurance  of  forgiveness  for  the  miser} 
wrought^  if  you  promised  to  decline  Sii 
challenge.'' 

I  was  going  to  speak,  but  he  intern 
abruptly,  saying, 

^^  Patience,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  till  you 
plans.  Tour  honour,  or  rather  the  pre 
society,  I  know,  must  be  respected.  L 
instance,  learn  that,  by  my  advioe,  L 
yiUe  has  written  a  letter  folly  expknal 
that  has  occurred  on  the  Terrace  rdatibi 
insulting  her,  and  in  whidi  I  insistai 
consideration  for  you,  who  are  in  t 
aggressor,  should  tempt  her  to  soften  d 
gmlt.'* 

I  looked  haughtily  at  him.  He  bid 
on  my  arm,  and  said  sternly, 

<<Nay,  Mr.  Deerhorstp  I  ofihriio  if 
what  I  say, — mine  is  the  Isngnage  of  tn 
should  I  wish  to  see  the  innocent  4mfl 
guilty?  And  at  present  it  is  Sir ElgiM 
tion  to  separate  fi^  ever  ftomluihdty;'*' 
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"Father  of  heayen  P'  I  exclaimed,  as  I  started 
lip,  while  drops  of  agony  rolled  down  my  face, 
^  it  is  not  possible  he  could  desert  Clara.  lam 
ready  to  make  a  full  acknowledgment,  to  pro- 
[  nounoe  myself  a  villain,  to  submit  to  any  mortis 
fication,  to  any  punishment,  so  she  escapes  from 
!     iIL« 

"Sit  down^  or  you  will  destroy  your  unfortu- 
Mte  leg,'^  said  Jerold,  in  kinder  accents;  '* be- 
sides, it  is  necessary  for  you  to  know  the  plan  we 
!     We  decided  upon.    Lady  Eastville*s  letter  will 
be  presented  to  Sir  Egbert  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Coaltsley ;  he  is  Rector  of  Saint  Mary^s,  and  an 
^  and  sincere  friend  of  Sir  Egbert's.  He  highly 
esteems  Lady  Eastville,  and  contemns  the  very 
^  of  her  being  guilty ;  for,  to  the  disgrace  of 
ftii  neighbourhood,  be  it  known  that  when  Nelly 
^<igeon  bruited  about  the  quarrel,  her  respect- 
^^  authority  was  credited,  and  Lady  Eastville, 
^  Kpite  of  her  religion  and  virtue,  pronounced 
P^.    Positively  the  scandal  of  these  people 
^  make  a  misanthrope  of  me.    Mr.  Coaltsley 
^  support  the  letter  with  his  advice  and  firm 
^rf  in  Lady  Eastville's  innocence.    Of  course, 
^  Egbert  satisfied  on  that  head,  will  seek  to 
'^'^^h  you  for  daring  to  insult  him/* 

Of  course,  of  course,'*  I  uttered  impatiently. 

**  I  do  not  think  so  ill  of  you,'*  said  the  Doctor 

*^^ely,  "  as  to  suppose,  even  if  you  had  the 
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pr-arr.  trx:  vivti  would  increase  the  nuBeryjon 
hi-re  vt:  ^zri:-  But  the  fiurt  is,  your  leg,  wMi 
&  few  f  sp  lenre  promised  to  be  a  fellow  fbrAe 
rther.  is  ra-illen  to  a  d^jee,  and  shows  lymp- 
::=:5  ;:"  a  Terr  Ll^nmng  nature." 

"  G:oi  beiTen  "^  I  exclaimed,  starting  up  in 
tcrrrr.  "y:.:  cs^nnit  imagine  there  is  anyfiearrf 
=:t  l:5ir.g  ;:.'" 

"  There  is.  if  you  jump  up  every  moment  yw 
an?  cxci:cd.  Ir.dependent  of  a  professional  feel- 
ir.^.  which  r;ararally  makes  me  wish  my  patienti 
to  recover,  I  am  sorry  for  you,  as  I  impute  di0 
ac:  oz  which  you  have  been  guilty  to  the  an* 
curbed  pa^sicn  of  youth,  influenced  by  wine  mi 
fever.  In  cold  blood,  I  am  certain  you  could  not 
act  the  villain." 

Now  in  thus  exposing  my  most  secret  thought^ 
I  must  acknowledge  that,  from  the  time  JeioU 
insinuated  the  possibility  of  my  losing  mylcj^i^ 
in  a  great  degree  sobered  and  absorbed  all  myfed- 
ings ;  so  I  listened  padently  while  he  proceeded 
to  say, 

"  Mr.  Deerhurst,  though  it  is  not  hospitaUetO 
turn  you  out,  I  have  presumed  so  fiff  as  to  hii* 
engaged  a  place  for  you  to-morrow  in  the  ooacb 
which  passes  from  York  through  the  smaU  haiol^ 
of  Eastville  on  its  way  to  London.  The  mom^ 
you  arrive  there,  send  this  letter,^  handSng  ^ 
one,  ^'to  Abernethy;  he  is  my  most 
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riend,  and  wHll  on  that  account  pay  yon  every 
ittention.  And  you  most  be  solely  guided  by  his 
idvioe ;  for  though  I  would  not  willingly  afflict 
foil,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  say,  a  few  more  days  of 
ndi  feverish  excitement  and  stamping  about, 
umld  most  likely  terminate  in  gangrene,  leaving 
joa  no  chance  but  death  or  the  loss  of  your 

Shuddering,  I  expressed  my  horror. 

''Are  we  not  strange,  inconsistent  beings  P'  he 
ttd.  ^'But  a  few  moments  ago,  and  you  looked 
diggers  at  me  because  I  did  not  wish  you  to 
Beet  Sir  Egbert  and  stand  his  fire,  when  most 
piobably  another  limb  would  be  mutilated.  Now 
it  b  to  prevent  this  challenge  I  send  you  off. 
Abemethy  will  enclose  me  a  certificate  to  prove 
your  illness.  This  is  intended  for  your  Colonel. 
Hr.  Coaltsley  will  show  it  to  Sir  Egbert,  who  for 
te  time  must  postpone  his  revenge ;  and  I  ex- 
pect that  ere  you  are  well  enough  to  accept  of  his 
^'ellenge,  he  will  be  convinced  of  his  lady's  in- 
'^^^^ce,  be  again  restored  to  the  ties  of  do- 
'''^c  love,  and  have  too  much  good  sense  to 
^  his  life,  or  disturb  his  family  for  the  sake 
'pimishing  one  whom  he  views  as  a  recklesir 
*^nc.  When  not  under  the  influence  of 
'^^eion,  Sir  Egbert  is  a  man  of  an  exalted  and 
^'ilosophic  mind,  and  will  not  act  against  his 
'^^gment  to  please  the  multitude.  I  should  sup- 
'^  that  the   Eastvilles  will  remove  firom  this 
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as  having  devoted  her  whole  tune  to  ][oa  at  tlie 

Terrace,  to  the  exclusion  of  every  other  penoOiaiM 

said.  She  was  also  sure  you  wer6  no  relative  itiDf 

but  that  the  story  was  invented  to  give  oolotflo 

your  intimacy.  This  coarse  falaebood  ahoold  hsv0 

proved  her  infamy  to  Sir  Egbert — ^bat  wbm  did 

passion  pause  to  reflect?  Amidst  her  other  bold 

assertions  she  said  she  had  learned  from  your  a0^ 

vant,  Llewellyn,  who  it  seems  had  coma  tiioe  i 

week  for  your  orders,  and  with  messages  tarn 

your  corps,  that  you  had  been  qoartered  Aiw 

years    before    at  Chatham;    and    Ndly    ijm 

with  the  most  unblushing  effrontery  nidj^  it  iii 

easy  to  account  for  Master  Herbert^t  eifepaM 

likeness  to  you,  as  she  knew  her  I^idy  qMOtiB 

her  evenings  with  Mrs.  Janei  Onaloir  ;  and  M^ 

as  you  were  all  Welsh  people^  no  doobt  jm  M>i 

always  together,  and  that  her  aid  misiii^^  Tady 

Aylsbury,  often  said :  "  Nelly,  I  wonder  how  Ladj 

Eastville  can  devote  so  much  of  her  time  to  these 

mercantile  people?   Mark   mo,    Egbert  will  be 

much  displeased  when  he  heara  of  it/' 

I  interrupted  Jerold  to  declare  I  had  not  odj 
never  seen  Lady  Eastville  in  Chathmmj  but  it  tbe 
period  was  ignorant  of  her  being  in  its  neighbmt^ 
hood^  and  that  my  Cobnel  knew  I  had  been  ^ 
leave  of  absence  most  of  the  time  that  the  regn 
ment  was  quartered  there* 

^Any  defence  of  Lady  EastvUle^s  chamcter^ 
me  is  quite  superfluous/'  answered  the  Do^ 
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stulantly.    ^  The  unfortunate  lady  is  incapable 
'error;  her  su£fering8  proceed  from  the  sins  of 
hers/*  he  turned  indignantly  from  me. 
^  Let  me,  in  mercy,  entreat  of  you  to  proceed/' 
cried. 

^  Then  do  not  interrupt  me,  Mr.  Deerhurst. 
un  much  pressed  for  time,  and  this  business  at 
e  Terrace  afflicts  me  more  than  you  can  imagine. 
at  to  return  to  Lady  Eastville,  the  gross  in- 
loatioDs  of  Nelly,  and  her  bold  assertions  which 
e  knew  to  be  false,  that  Lady  Aylsbury  had 
Mipproved  of  her  intimacy  with  Mrs.  Onslow, 
oaed  her  from  her  depression,  occasioned  by  a 
Diciousness  of  having,  however  innocently,  ad- 
tted  of  too  great  an  intimacy  with  you.  Turning 
Sir  Egbert,  with  the  calm  dignity  natural  to 
r,  and  a  degree  of  spirit  she  seldom  practised 
Baaid  : 

^'  Sir  Egbert ;  it  grieves  and  surprises  roe  that, 
dor  any  circumstances,  you  can  so  far  descend 
m  your  high  position  and  general  integrity  as 
listen  to  the  coarse  suggestions  of  that  vile 
laan,  instigated  from  low  revenge  at  knowing 
^own  character  cannot  bear  investigation.  Let 
'  then  entreat  of  you  to  resume  your  place  as 
d  of  your  household;  dismiss  these  people, 
0  will  recollect  what  has  now  occurred  is  but 
'  result  of  mistaken  passion.  And  bear  in  mind, 
d  she  turning  to  her  domestics,  that  whoever 
1^  to  this  subject  quits  my  service.' 
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of  anger,  she  had  never  before  experienc 
Eastville  pushed  the  door  against  her,  tl 
ing  to  Sir  Egbert,  she  clasped  her  ha 
exclaimed : 

<<  ^  Egbert,  much  as  you  have  insulted 
that  too  in  the  presence  of  a  set  of  low 
still  being  aware  that  in  some  degne  mpi 
are  against  me,  I  shall  waive  all  sense  d 
cation,  and  fully  explain  the  events  w1 
led  to  this  disgraceful  scene.  Alas  I  that 
ever  feel  it  necessary  to  defend  my  « 
you,  who,  until  this  hour,  I  thought  i 
esteemed  me.'  She  laid  her  hand  gent 
arm^  but  he  spumed  her^  exclaiming  in 
voice: 

^'  ^  Wretched,  abandoned  woman  I  mors 
more  hateful,  for  your  seeming  virtues  I 
to  approach  me,hope  not  to  again  deodve 
this  hour  I  renounce  you.    The  whole  i 
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^^Good  heaven!'  exclaimed  Lady  Eastville, 
wlule  her  every  nerve  quivered  with  agony^  *  have 
nercf  on  us !  Oh !  Egbert/  and  she  knelt  at  his 
ftet,  ^conquer  this  terrible  passion.  Listen,  oh  ! 
bten  to  my  explanation^  my  noble-minded  hus- 
t^,  my  best,  my  only  love.  It  is  Clara  kneels, 
ifshehas  oflfended^  to  entreat  your  pardon;  but 
in  mercy  to  yourself,  to  us  all,  calm  this  fearful 
passion.' 

'^^No,  no,  no !'  he  answered,  as  he  stamped  in 

Us  fury,  'from  the  beginning  you  loved  this  man, 

ttis  Deerhurst.    His  very  name  was  suppressed. 

Be,  the  companion  of  your  childhood,  your  only 

^owledged  relative,  was  never  mentioned  before 

^  for  the  least  clue  had  served  to  betray  your 

"^^^t  love.     That  clue  is  now  found,  and  the 

^ole  light  bursts  on  my  astonished  soul.    Well 

"^ght  he  give  way  to  his  feelings  when  Herbert 

^  appeared  before  him.  Even  then  the  likeness 

'^^11  me.     Away,  thou  offspring  of  guilt !'  he 

^^^l^imed  to  the  terrified  child  who  stood  before 

^  J  '  your  very  sight  blasts  me.    Ha,  still  here !' 

^  he  raised  his  arm  to  strike  him,  under  a  state 

^^rror  to  which  no  language  can  do  justice. 

^^^y  Eastville  caught  Herbert  in  her  arms ; 

^e  hurried  with  him  from  the  apartment  she 

^^^  Sir  Egbert  call  out:    'And  your  evening 

^quet  and  nocturnal  visits !  can  these  too  be 

plained?      Hypocritical^    abandoned    woman! 

Vol.  II.  c 
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the  curse  you  have  brought  on  me  shall  M  back 
tenfold  into  your  own  bosom.' 

Having  consigned  Herbert  to  the  cut  of 
Waller^  she  returned  towards  the  diniDg-TOOD} 
still  hoping  to  appease  Sir  Egbert;  bat  jnst 
as .  she  reached  the  hall  she  saw  him  gallop  dL 
This  nearly  deprived  her  of  all  hope ;  she  sank 
back  in  a  fainting  fit;  the  servants  who,  modi 
terrified  at  the  scene,  had  been  watching  their 
master,  collected  round  her.  Mrs.  Waller  imme- 
diately sent  off  an  express  for  me,  which  I  fortu- 
nately met  on  the  way.  Nelly,  whose  grosser 
nature  could  never  comprehend  the  excess  of 
misery  which  she  had  created,  was  forcibly  tnned 
out  of  the  house  by  the  other  domestics,  b 
short,  on  my  arrival,  the  Terrace,  so  lately  a  scene 
of  love  and  harmony,  was  in  a  tumult,  all  the 
servants  were  quarrelling  among  themaelves,  while 
their  high-minded  mistress,  deserted  and  degniA 
lay  on  the  bed  of  sickness. 

^^  Merciful  heaven!''  I  exdaimed,  '^  it  cumot 
be  th^t  her  precious  life  is  in  danger/' 

^'  God  forbid,^'  answered  Jerold,  with  viyadtf ; 
"  yet  it  seems  to  me  now  that  her  happinets  '^ 
destroyed.  Her  pure  spirit  cannot  long  ling^ 
upon  earth.''  I  groaned  aloud,  and  he  oontinnfldf 
'^  To  judge  of  her  Christian  meekness,  yoa  ihodd 
see  her,  now  that  you  have  hurled  her  fjnam  l^ 
high  state.    ^  Dear  doctor,^  said  she  to  mi^  ai  I 
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ed  her  some  restaratiTes,  *  I  will  take  what- 
yott  order,  but  it  is  as  a  firiend  I  at  present 
re  you.  Toa  must  exert  your  skill  to  bring 
t  a  reconciliation,  and  I  trust  that  in  a  few 
when  Sir  Egbert  is  calm  enough  to  reflect 
listen  to  reason,  that  the  misery  which 
rhelms  us  will  in  some  degree  pass  away ; 
cannot  deceive  myself  so  far  as  to  expect 
the  paradise  of  my  home  will  ever  return, 
the  serpent  has  left  his  sting,  and  the  very 
lection  of  his  own  ungenerous  doubts  of  my 
or,  and  his  unmanly  violence,  will  press  on 
iroud,  sensitive  heart  of  Sir  Egbert  to  shadow 
dtore.  But  even  in  this  I  see  the  goodness 
y  Creator,  who  chasteneth  those  whom  he 
h.  I  was  too  happy,  blessed  beyond  huma- 
possessed  of  all  most  desirable;  my  every 
anticipated  or  obeyed  by  my  adored  hus- 
Might  not  such  prosperity  have  hardened 
eart,  and  gradually  taught  me  to  forget  my 
idenoe,  my  gratitude  to  the  Dispenser  of  ^all  ? 
le  not  then  dare  to  murmur  at  his  will,  and 
ay  venerable  &ther,^  she  exclaimed,  falling  on 
lees,  ^blessed,  thrice  blessed  be  your  memory, 
early  strove  to  impress  on  my  mind  the 
loenoe  of  all  earthly  treasures.  The  whole 
may  condemn  me,  nay,  cry  shame  upon  me, 
lay  cannot  lessen  my  virtue,  while  my  hope 
irtth  my  God/    I  entreated  of  her  to  rise. 

0  2 
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and  not  thus  agitate  herself^  bat  to  nt  den 
arrange  what  was  best  to  be  done  to  le 
Egbert.  She  then  told  me  that  her  great 
easiness  proceeded  from  an  apprehenno 
you  and  Sir  Egbert  would  fight  a  duel,  m 
no  reasoning  could  ever  reconcile  her  to  i 
act ;  and  she  desired  me' to  see  you,  and  b 
assurance  of  forgiveness  for  the  misery  y 
wrought,  if  you  promised  to  decline  Sir  i 
challenge/' 

I  was  going  to  speak,  but  he  interrup 
abruptly,  saying, 

^^  Patience,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  till  you  h< 
plans.  Tour  honour,  or  rather  the  preju 
society,  I  know,  must  be  respected.  In  i 
instance,  learn  that,  by  my  advice^  Lad 
ville  has  written  a  letter  folly  exfdaiiatof 
that  has  occurred  on  the  Terrace  rektife 
insulting  her,  and  in  which  I  insisted 
consideration  for  you,  who  are  in  tm 
aggressor,  should  tempt  her  to  soAen  doi 
guUt.'' 

I  looked  haughtily  at  him.  He  laid  I 
on  my  arm,  and  said  sternly, 

<<  Nay,  Mr.  Deerhurst,  I  oflbr  no  apol 
what  I  say,— mine  is  the  language  of  trad 
should  I  wish  to  see  the  innocent  .siiflfar 
guilty?  And  at  present  it  is  Sir  Egbert^ 
tion  to  separate  for  ever  from  his  lady.'* 
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'' Father  of  heaven  !"  I  exclaimed,  as  I  started 
np,  while  drops  of  agony  roUed  down  my  face, 
**  it  is  not  possible  he  could  desert  Clara.  lam 
ntAj  to  make  a  full  acknowledgment,  to  pro- 
Boonoe  myself  a  villain,  to  submit  to  any  morti^ 
ficition,  to  any  punishment,  so  she  escapes  from 

"Sit  down^  or  you  will  destroy  your  unfortu- 
Mtc  1^,'*  said  Jerold,  in  kinder  accents ;  "  be- 
sides, it  is  necessary  for  you  to  know  the  plan  we 
Ittve  decided  upon.  Lady  Eastville's  letter  will 
be  presented  to  Sir  Egbert  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Coaltsley ;  he  is  Rector  of  Saint  Mary^s,  and  an 
<^  and  sincere  friend  of  Sir  Egbert's.  He  highly 
esteems  Lady  Eastville,  and  contemns  the  very 
>dea  of  her  being  guilty  5  for,  to  the  disgrace  of 
^  neighbourhood,  be  it  known  that  when  Nelly 
^dgeon  bruited  about  the  quarrel,  her  respect- 
able Butbority  was  credited,  and  Lady  Eastville, 
^  apite  of  her  religion  and  virtue,  pronounced 
S^ty.  Positively  the  scandal  of  these  people 
^  make  a  misanthrope  of  me.  Mr.  Coaltsley 
^  support  the  letter  with  his  advice  and  firm 

^^^  in  Lady  Eastville's  innocence.    Of  course, 

^  Ggbert  satisfied  on  that  head,  will  seek  to 

'*'*^h  you  for  daring  to  insult  him.'' 

Of  cotirse,  of  course,"  I  uttered  impatiently. 
**  I  do  not  think  so  ill  of  you/'  said  the  Doctor 

^^ely,  <<  as   to  suppose,  even  if  you  had  the 
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power,  that  you  would  increase  the  misery  yoa 
have  wrought.  But  the  fact  is,  your  leg,  wbidi 
a  few  days  hence  promised  to  be  a  fellow  for  the 
other,  is  swollen  to  a  degree,  and  shows  symp* 
toms  of  a  very  alarming  nature/* 

"  Good  heaven  !"  I  exclaimed,  starting  up  in 
terror,  **  you  cannot  imagine  there  is  any  fear  of 
my  losing  it/' 

"There  is,  if  you  jump  up  every  moment  yoo 
are  excited.  Independent  of  a  professional  feel- 
ing, which  naturally  makes  me  wish  my  patienH 
to  recover,  I  am  sorry  for  you,  as  I  impute  the 
act  of  which  you  have  been  guilty  to  the  un- 
curbed passion  of  youth,  influenced  by  wine  and 
fever.  In  cold  blood,  I  am  certain  you  could  not 
act  the  villain.*' 

Now  in  thus  exposing  my  most  secret  tbougU>) 
I  must  acknowledge  that,  from  the  time  Jerol^ 
insinuated  the  possibility  of  my  losing  my  I^  < 
in  a  great  degree  sobered  and  absorbed  all  my  fisel 
ings ;  so  I  listened  patiently  while  he  proceeds 
to  say, 

"  Mr.  Deerhurst,  though  it  is  not  hospitable  I 
turn  you  out,  I  have  presumed  so  far  as  to  hsv 
engaged  a  place  for  you  to-morrow  in  the  ooac 
which  passes  from  York  through  the  small  hamk 
of  Eastville  on  its  way  to  London.  The  m'omec 
you  arrive  there,  send  this  letter/*  handing  na 
one,  ^^to  Abernethy;  he  is  my  most  intinud 


THB   DBBRH17RST8.  31 

!,  and  will  on  that  account  pay  you  every 
ion.  And  you  must  be  solely  guided  by  his 
t ;  for  though  I  would  not  willingly  afflict 
[  feel  it  my  duty  to  say,  a  few  more  days  of 
feverish  excitement  and  stamping  about, 
i  most  likely  terminate  in  gangrene,  leaving 
QO  chance  but  death  or  the  loss  of  your 

iddering,  I  expressed  my  horror, 
le  we  not  strange,  inconsistent  beings  P'  he 
''But  a  few  moments  ago,  and  you  looked 
rs  at  me  because  I  did  not  wish  you  to 
Sir  Elgbert  and  stand  his  fire,  when  most 
bly  another  limb  would  be  mutilated.  Now 
to  prevent  this  challenge  I  send  you  off. 
lethy  will  enclose  me  a  certificate  to  prove 
illness.  This  is  intended  for  your  Colonel. 
!oaltsley  will  show  it  to  Sir  Egbert,  who  for 
me  must  postpone  his  revenge ;  and  I  ex- 
hat  ere  you  are  well  enough  to  accept  of  his 
Dge,  he  will  be  convinced  of  his  lady's  in- 
ce,  be  again  restored  to  the  ties  of  do- 
I  love,  and  have  too  much  good  sense  to 
is  life,  or  disturb  his  family  for  the  sake 
dishing  one  whom  he  views  as  a  reckless 
ne.  When  not  under  the  influence  of 
n,  Sir  Egbert  is  a  man  of  an  exalted  and 
ophic  mind,  and  will  not  act  against  his 
ent  to  please  the  multitude.  I  should  sup- 
that  the  Eastvilles  will  remove  from  this 
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neighbourhood  to  the  continent  until  the  memory 
of  this  adventure  passes  away;  and  in  despite  of 
Lady  Eastville's  sad  presentiment,  I  hope  she 
may  enjoy  many  years  of  happiness.  Now,  Mr. 
Deerhurst,  I  will  leave  you.  Retire  soon  to  your 
rest,  for  you  must  be  at  the  hamlet  early,  as  the 
York  mail  only  stops  there  to  change  horses. 
You  will  of  course  breakfast  here,  as  the  sd- 
domer  you  move  from  the  coach,  the  better. 
With  these  words  he  bade  me  good  night,  and  re- 
tired. 

Earlier  on   the   following    morning   than  was 
necessary,  I  was  awakened  by  his   entering  my 
apartment.     He  kindly  attended  to  my  1^,  M 
I  felt  mortified  at  his  anxiety  to  get  me  out  rf 
his  house.    Though  in  general  so  calm  in  lu* 
temper,  and  regular  in  his  habits,  he  threw  Itf* 
whole  household  into  a  fuss  to  hurry  the  break- 
fast I  and  ere  I  could  swallow  a  cup  of  coffis^ 
his  chariot,   which   was   to   convey  me  to  tb^ 
hamlet,  was   announced.       He  immediately  9^ 
sisted  me  into  it,   filled  the  pockets  with  int^ 
resting   volumes,   which   he  requested   I  wook 
take  on  to  London,   hoping  they  might  arnu^' 
me;    then,   pitying   my   extreme  dejection^  U 
friendly  accents  he  desired  me  to  cheer  up,  as  b^ 
expected  ere  many  days  to  have  it  in  his  poir^ 
to  acquaint  me  that  harmony  was  restored  at  tb' 
Terrace. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

uited  some  minutes  of  ten  when  I  drove 
'octor  Jerold's.  He  accompanied  me  on 
ck  for  about  a  quarter  of  a  league^  and 
le  me  adieu,  being  obliged  to  visit  some 
i  in  a  different  direction.  Much  exhausted, 
back,  and  fell  into  an  uneasy  slumber, 
lich  I  was  roused  by  the  carriage  stopping, 
tman  opened  the  door,  helped  me  to  de- 
md  pointing  to  a  narrow  pathway,  said  it 
a  seat,  within  a  few  yards  of  which  the 
Qust  stop,  and  that  a  horn  was  always 
9  acquaint  the  Eastvilles,  lest  any  person 
e  Terrace  might  wish  to  go.  He  offered 
idance  to  show  me  the  way,  but  I  declined, 
Irove  off. 

s  then  within  the  precincts  of  Sir  Eg- 
smesne — ^¥rithin  a  few  paces  of  the  house 
contained  Clara,  my  worshipped  Clara! 
inly  who  have  loved  as  I  did  can  imagine 
I  throbbing  of  my  bosom.  At  the  thought 
c  3 


34  THS  DUBHUnm. 

I  drew  forth  a  watch  Jerold  had  knt  m 
not  yet  eleven,  and  the  coach  woald  not 
hamlet  for  half  an  hour.  An  ardent ' 
more  to  see  the  Terrace,  that  hallowed 
my  exquisite  happiness  and  mad  folly,  s 
I  passed  rapidly  through  a  torn-gate,  le 
walk  which  ran  along  the  top  of  an  old 
either  side  of  which  were  hedges  of  e 
intermixed  with  wild  briars  and  roses.  Tl 
led  to  a  pleasure  ground,  which  divide 
the  lawn,  and  was  protected  from  the  e 
sunk  fence.  Though  quite  lame,  taxi 
much  pain,  I  actually  ran  on  to  get  a  v 
house,  to  obtain  which  I  had  to  enter  < 
path,  and  which  was  terminated  by  a  m 
thrown  over  a  trout  stream*  Crossing 
myself  on  a  wide  avenue,  which  braiic' 
two  directions ;  the  one  to  the  right  1 
house,  the  other  to  the  kitchen  gardi 
which  was  the  village,  and  a  stile  was 
the  workmen  to  pass  from  it  into  tlu 
So  my  wanderings  had  led  me  atiU  no 
spot  where  the  coach  stopped,  and  thia 
nate,  for  I  felt  ill  and  fatigued ;  howeve 
down,  though  slowly,  to  gaae  on  tlie  houi 
cast  on  it  what  I  imagined  would  be  a 
I  turned  back,  and  seeing  the  Toins 
pavilion,  which  lay  near  the  garden  ' 
solved  to  enter,  and  remain  there  till  I 
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This  min  had  been  converted  into  a  gar- 
3086,  and  was  crowded  with  implements  for 
ling,  seeds^  and  some  rustic  benches ;  on  one 
Be  I  threw  myself,  and  again  I  looked  at  my 
)  for  I  felt  impatient  to  be  gone,  but  it  still 
d  a  quarter  of  an  hour  of  the  time.  I  sprang 
T I  heard  the  barking  of  dogs ;  an  Italian 
)imd  and  a  Uttle  terrier  rushed  in,  and  were 
bllowed  by  Herbert,  his  tiny  voice  calling 
leir  names.  In  a  transport  I  caught  the 
;  child  in  my  arms ;  he  returned  my  caress, 
eiiig  the  dogs  run  out,  impatiently  called  to 
'  them#  As  I  laid  him  down.  Lady  East- 
sntered.  On  seeing  me,  she  started,  uttered 
am,  and  overcome  by  terror  at  my  sudden 
ranee,  grasped  at  the  door  for  support, 
to  me,  this  unexpected,  unhoped-for  meet- 
irew  me  into  a  state  of  the  wildest  confu- 
depriving  me  of  all  reflection.  Blessing  the 
e  which  afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  apolo- 
for  the  injury  I  had  wrought,  I  darted  for- 
and  dashing  myself  at  her  feet,  grasped  her 
f  alternately  pressing  them  to  my  throbbing 
and  temples.  Astonished  at  my  presump- 
ny  temerity,  some  time  elapsed  ere  her  trem- 
tongue  could  find  utterance.  Then,  dashing 
im  her,  she  exclaimed,  while  her  whole  frame 
1  with  indignation : 
liserable,  lost  man !  how  dare  you,  in  the 


with  the  misery  you  have  already  wro 
Almighty  God!  why  allow  the  wicfc 
triumph  ?'* 

I  was  really  shocked  and  grieve 
awake,  or  did  my  reason  wander? 
indeed  be  the  gentle,  the  idigioiis  CSIa 
who  stood  before  me,  flushed  with 
moment,  and  other  thoughts  arose^  ai 
in  thinking  that  her  passions  oonld  bi 
Anger  was  sin,  and  sin  brought  her  im 
Hitherto  she  had  always  appeared  i 
pure,  so  pious,  it  seemed  a  perfiHst 
attempt  her  seduction.  I  attempts 
her  with  words  of  tenderness;  she  i 
the  ruin.  I  darted  after  her,  calling  ou 

^^  Clara,  I  only  crave  foigirenesa  ft 
grant  it,  and  I  will  swear  never  agaii 
myself  into  your  presence.^ 

She  would  have  fled  from  mj  in 
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earth;  send  me  not  away,  then,  with  the  increased 
sorrow  of  your  displeasure.  Alas  !  it  needeth 
not,  for  my  uncontrollable  love  for  you  drives  me 
^ost  to  the  verge  of  madness ;  in  pity,  then, 
pronounce  my  pardon  for  a  crime  originating  in 
yourself/' 

Turning  on  me  a  look    of  withering    scorn, 
«he  repeated : 

"  Uncontrollable    love !"    adding,    "  Freville, 

'^pe  not   to    excuse    yourself  to  me  by  such 

^«ak  apolo^es,  thus  making  a  mockery  of  my  rea- 

•^.     Think  you  passion  is  an  excuse  for  insult ; 

^'^S'^ding  indeed  must  be  its  influence  when  it  led 

7^^  to  trample  on  all  the  laws  of  hospitality,  when 

't  led  you  to  return  Sir  Egbert's  generous  kind- 

^^^^^  in  risking  his  life  to  save  yours,  by  attempt- 

^  to  seduce  me,  his  wife,  his  beloved !     Oh ! 

'^ow  base,  how  essentially  selfish  must  be  the  sen- 

^'^^iit  that  would  sacrifice  the  peace,  the  hour  of 

^^*xj«8tic  love,  to  its  own  gratification.   Oh  !  Fre- 

^^^»'*  she  continued,  in  softer  tones,  "  how  was  I 

"®c^ived  in  my  opinion  of  you  under  any  emer* 

p^cy.  Next  to  Sir  Egbert,  I  would  have  confided 

^  ycu  as  my  dearest,  most  natural  protector.     I 

'^^^  upon  your  honour  as  on  that  of  an  affec- 

^^ate  brother.     In  the  unsuspecting  simplicity 

**^y  heart,  I  sought  your  converse,  and  thought 

'^n  your  thoughts  to  heaven ;  and  how  have 

'^^^  v^warded  me  ?  By  the  confession  of  the  crimi- 


honoured,  beloved  husband.  Nor  is  th; 
have  roused  within  me  evil  thought  and 
of  whose  very  existence,  but  for  you, 
mained  in  ignorance/' 

I  attempted  to  grasp  her  hand,  but 
out: 

'^  Miserable  man !  let  not  your  inordin 
deceive  you.  The  evil  I  have  to  oontei 
hatred,  not  love.  Yes,  Freville,  from 
you  so  basely  insulted  me,  followed  as 
so  much  disgrace  and  sorrow,  my  tern] 
rally  mild  and  equable,  has  changed,  no! 
from  my  own  sufferings,  as  grief  at  a 
noble-minded  Sir  Egbert  led  by  your 
tions  to  forget  his  dignity.  Tea,  I  do  i 
could  hate  you,  in  despite  of  my  Savio 
mands  to  love  those  that  persecute  me. 
as  if  vice  was  infectious,  and  that  yoa 
spired  me  with  sin.     Almighty  God  l'^ 
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oess  of  her  emotion.  There  was  a  wildness  in  her 
looks— I  trembled  for  her  reason.  I  raised  her 
gently  in  my  arms^  and  she  made  no  effort  to 
resist.  The  most  violent  struggle  to  escape  had 
not  terrified  me  like  her  apathy.  My  parched 
tongue  doTe  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth  as  I  at- 
tempted to  utter  some  words.  At  the  instant,  I 
beard  the  sound  of  a  horn  and  the  cracking  of  a 
whip,  announcing  the  rapid  approach  of  the  mail. 
Could  I  leave  the  unhappy  Clara  ?  I  hesitated. 
I^esperate*  wretch  as  I  was,  I  would  have  staked 
^J  immortal  soul  to  have  restored  her  to  the  quiet 
of  which  I  had  so  recklessly  robbed  her.  She 
"^w  mj  hesitation.  She  uttered  a  low  but  very 
^  cry.  Again  she  was  on  her  knees,  her  arms 
P*^«pcd  mine^  her  eyes  overflowing  with  tears 
^'^  tamed  upon  me. 

**JVeville/'  she  said,  "have  some  pity  upon 
^^^  victim ;  do  not  drive  me  to  the  awful  crime 
^^^iirging  you.  Should  my  letter  be  of  any  avail, 
^  Egbert  even  now  is  on  his  road  to  the  Terrace. 
^'ly  yet  be  happy.  Think  of  my  poor  children, 
^  fly  this  place  for  ever!'*  Again  the  horn 
^^ded.    "  Away,  away !"  she  cried,  "  another 

^^ent  and  it  will  be  too  late.    See,  we  arc 

^*"^^y  observed.'* 

^  looked  in  the  direction  she  pointed,  and  saw 

'    ^  of  the  gardener's  men  intently  watching  us; 
^^  unfortunately  for  Lady  Eastville,  too  distant 
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to  hear  our  conversation.  Grieved  beyond  inea* 
sure  at  this  discovery,  I  attempted  to  diaentuigie 
myself  firom  her  grasp^  for  she  still  dmig  to  my 


*'One  moment,  Freville/'  she  said,  looldiig 
wistfully  towards  me,  ^*  I  have  a  presentiment 
that  this  is  the  last  interview  we  shall  ever  bive 
in  this  world.  It  was  very  wicked  and  nnchni- 
tian-like  to  think  of  cursing  you;  receive» tliOi 
my  blessing,  and  with  it  my  sincere  foigivenen* 
It  is  God  who  grants  me  power  to  act  thai  by 
you.    Oh^  how  infinite  are  his  mercies  V 

On  saying  these  words^  she  arose^  and  mshiDg 
past  me,  in  a  moment  was  out  of  sij^t.  1 10- 
mained  as  if  fastened  to  the  earth,  until  roused  bf 
Doctor  Jerold's  servant,  who  laying  hit  hand  oa 
my  shoulder,  told  me  the  coach  waited  at  the 
stile.  I  sent  him  forward,  and  then,  widi  of 
usual  unreflecting  folly,  beckoned  to  the  twogB** 
dener's  men  to  advance,  and  indiscreetly  htgfi 
of  them  not  to  mention  a  word  of  the  intertitv 
they  had  just  witnessed  between  me  and  'Uif 
Eastville ;  and  to  bribe  their  silence,  I  drew  Ibrtb 
from  my  pocket  some  notes,  and  handed  die* 
five  pounds  each.  I  afterwards  diaoowedA^f 
were  a  part  of  the  money  given  to  me  bj  fo^ 
Clara,  the  night  previous  to  my  quitting  the  Vb^ 
race;  indeed,  everything  seemed  to  conk'' 
against  that  unfortunate  lady ;  and  for  many  )*^ 
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afterwards,  such  was  my  presumption,  so  great 
tbe  Cimmerian  darkness  into  which  my  soul  had 
>QqI,  that  I  imputed  all  the  evil  that  resulted  firom 
my  irr^ulated  passions  and  want  of  religious 
principles,  to  the  fates  or  destinies ;  thus,  like  my 
bther,  making  a  ^scape-goat  of  the  Providence  I 
kid  offended. 

I  arrived  in  London  without  any  other  adven- 
to;  but  my  leg  suffered  greatly  from  the  violent 
exercise  and  the  uneasy  attitude  I  was  obliged  to 
retam  all  day,  as  the  coach  was  full,  consequently 
I  could  not  raise  it.  On  reaching  London,  I 
femoyed  to  a  small  lodging  in  Piccadilly.  Next 
noming  I  sent  for  Abemethy;  his  hasty,  rough 
3<>umer  taught  me  to  regret  Jerold's  kindness; 
'Qt  by  my  ill  conduct  I  had  separated  myself 
^m  every  sincere  friend,  and  was  now  solely 
''own  upon  the  mercy  of  strangers.  With  stem 
'^on,  Abemethy  told  me  that  if  I  did  not 
vdly  observe  his  directions,  he  would  not  attend, 
^because  he  would  not  stake  his  character 
^  an  unmanageable  patient ;  next,  that  he  could 
^  Waste  his  time  from  those  who  might  value  it. 
'Om  this  matter-of-fact  business  I  knew  there 
^  no  alternative,  and  having  a  horror  of  losing 
7  limb,  I  submitted  with  the  best  grace  I  could 
^  «i«  prescriptions. 
Nothing  could  be  more  sad  than  my  position 

ftat  period;  stretched  day  after  day  upon  a 
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hard  couch,  originally,  I  belief  atidtBd  wtf 
hay,  with  pillows,  not  of  down,  Init  of  dndai 
qnillB,  on  which  to  rest  my  addng  haad^  wHlrtf 
attendance,  bat  what  a  sulky  mudmMtwoA 
ooald  spare  from  the  housdiold  hnsinwi,  I M 
full  leisure  to  reflect  over  my  folly.  Tet^  idtt 
as  I  was,  my  greatest  anxiety  was  to  ha* 
whether  Sir  Egbert  had  returned  to  tiw  Tbrm% 
and  whether  he  had  become  veoondled  to  Iw 
lady.  Our  last  interview  had  awakened  b  af 
mind,  a  strange  conflict  of  contending  thoai^ 
Never  before  had  I  witnessed  CSkra  yield  tslh^ 
influence  of  any  violent  emotion ;  nay,  efM  it- 
the  time  I  had  so  presumptuondy  oonftsMdaf 
love,  I  had  scarcely  indulged  a  shadow  of  koj^ 
But  during  the  excitement  of  our  last  luleniHiji 
she  had  betrayed  the  burning  paarions  lAiA* 
glowed  beneath  her  calm  exterior,  proving  thit 
her  placid  manner  originated  in  strai^  nBgt^ 
principles,  not  in  constitutional  ooWniii  VM 
she  had  vehemently  declared  tiiat  it  was ! 
not  love,  she  experienced  towaedauna; 
vanity  and  hopes  suggested  fiiat  she  wm  ^^ 
deceived  in  her  sentiments,  and  that  her  (mkmi 
hatred  sprung  from  the  stmgg^^  of  a  passion  ^ 
felt  to  be  criminal  Truly,  if  at  that  priod 
vanity  was  my  besetting  rin,  it  was  also 
consolation.  There  was  1,  day  af&er  difM 
stretched  on  mj  hard  bed,  in  a  miserable  ladgtng 
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ipprehennons  bemg  entertemed  by  Aber- 
at  I  should  lose  my  leg ;  not  a  friend  near> 
inea  to  spare  on  comforts,  not  to  say  Iqxu- 
st  I  soothed  and  supported  my  mind 
3  fimcy  that  the  lovely,  the  noble,  the 
Lady  Eastrille,  was  devotedly  attached 
dthough,  from  the  strength  of  her  virtue. 
Id  not  admit  the  &ct  even  to  her  own 

or  two  after  my  arrival  in  London,  I  had 
io  Doctor  Jerold,  inclosing  Abemethy's 
e  of  my  illness,  and  entreating  him  to 
B  a  full  account  how  matters  proceeded 
Terrace.  By  return  of  post,  I  received 
wing  answer,  written  in  a  scrawl,  scarcely 
it  was  evident  the  Doctor  wrote  under 
gitation. 

[rr  Deerhurst, 

che  particulars  of  your  last  interview  with 
istville,  I  am  in  ignorance,  or  by  what 
a  you  managed  to  seduce  her  into  it; 
onsequences  have  proved  most  unhappy ; 
pprehend,  it  has  instilled  some  suspicions 
me  into  the  mind  of  Sir  Egbert,  for, 
.  his  little  girl  is  seriously  ill,  I  am  not  in 
ce;  on  the  contrary,  have  received  an 
>n  that  my  future  visits  at  the  Terrace 
tispensed  with.    Mr.  Deerhurst,  I  con- 


the  least,  in  a  most  ungentlemanly  i 
therefore  decline  all  future  acquaintan 
respondence  •  with  you.  Any  letters 
address  to  me  shall  be  returned  unan 
flung  unread  into  the  fire. 

^'  ROBSBT  J 


The  resentment,  which  at  any  odu 
must  have  experienced  at  this  letter, 
regret  at  the  idea  that  Sir  Egbert 
vered  my  last  interview  with  Clara, 
have  increased  his  jealousy.    I  was  | 
noyed  too  at  Jerold's  being  diHrniwdi 
Terrace.    I  knew  that,  independent  i 
fessional  skill,  Clara  considered  him  m 
friend,  and  had  given  a  proof  of  her  og 
his  judgment,  by  acquainting  him  witi 
tine  attempt ;  then,  the  idea  of  not  1 
particulars,  created  a  suspense   ao  i 


a\.    .  M^       T        /•ll 


^ 
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cxcmdating  bodily  pain  would  again  drive  me 
to  seek  for  rest.  Moved  by  my  evident  sorrow, 
Abernethy  took  a  kind  interest  in  my  fate,  and 
bis  usually  stem  manner  was  softened. 

I  now  wrote  to  Charles  Mellish,  who  had 
jomed  the  detachment  of  his  regiment  in  York,  en- 
tieatmg  him,  as  he  would  save  my  reason — my  life, 
to  obtain  all  the  information  he  could  relative  to 
tbe  Eastville  family,  and  to  immediately  acquaint 
ine  with  every  particular.  I  also  expressed  a 
^h  to  know,  to  what  reports  my  adventure  at 
tbe  Terrace  had  given  rise  to  in  my  corps,  and  in 
tbe  neighbourhood.  After  despatching  this  letter, 
I  became  more  composed ;  but  my  appetite  was 
gone,  and  my  rest  broken :  I  was  subdued  to  a 
*tate  of  the  most  pitiable  weakness.  Uncheered 
^  society,  no  longer  indulging  in  my  criminal 
bope  of  seducing  Lady  Eastville ;  with  no  prospect 
before  me  but  to  join  the  service  companies  at 
I^erara,  reduced  in  circumstances  and  strength, 
I  scarcely  thought  it  possible  that  I  could  ever 
^  into  a  lower  state  of  misery.  Alas  !  at  that 
period,  comparatively  speaking,  I  knew  sorrow 
^7  by  its  name.  A  week  passed,  and  I  might 
*^^e  received  Mellish's  answer,  but  it  came 
^ot;  another,  and  still  no  letter:  my  suspense 
**|^^^ted  to  torture.  I  would  wring  my  bands 
^  agony,  and  groan  like  one  possessed.  An- 
^^  week  was  nearly  expired,  and  all  hope 
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of  hearing  anything  relative  to  the  Eastrilles  bi 
faded  away,  leaving  my  heart  utterly  deadalS) 
when,  one  morning,  the  unusual  sound— at  tfait 
door — of  a  postman's  rap,  broke  on  my  ear.  To 
witness  my  emotion  of  delight,  one  might  sup- 
pose that  health,  love,  and  happiness  were  to  be 
contained  in  Mellish's  answer.  Again  the  qoi^ 
impatient  rap  sounded  through  the  house:  I 
shook  my  hand-beU,  I  tried  to  rise  to  rush  to  die 
hall  door,  but  fell  back  from  weakness  and  ex- 
haustion. I  heard,  for  a  moment,  the  postmiB 
and  maid  disputing,  then  the  door  clapped  to 
with  violence,  and  no  one  came  near  me.  Mj 
impatience  amounted  to  frenzy :  I  shook  the  beDi 
and  stamped — I  shrieked.  At  length,  the  wai 
servant  entered. 

"My  letter!^'  I  exclaimed;  "it  was— itm«t 
be  for  me !'' 

"Is  that  all  that  ails  youP'  she  gently  m- 
swered.  "  I  believe  you  are  crasy  to  make  ndi 
a  row  in  the  house.  I  thought  you,  at  leasts  hd 
broken  your  leg  again.  Tis  well  for  you  my  i» 
tress  is  out*'' 

"But  the  letter!''  I  exclaimed,  as  weQiioy 
quivering  lips  could  utter,  "what  of  that  P 

"  The  letter  is  for  you ;  but  when  my  miitM 
went  out,  where  could  I  get  change  to  pV 
for  it?  And  the  postman  would  not  wait  tiH 
I  came  up  to  you  -.  he  said,  foraooCfa,  he  IhJ 


THS   DEERHUR8TS.  47 

»een  delayed  too  long  already ;  but  he  passes  by 
his  way  at  five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  he 
lenred  me  to  have  the  postage  in  my  hand,  so  you 
eed  not  be  in  such  a  fuss,  'tis  eleven  now,  and 
t  fire  you  shall  have  the  letter/' 

These  six  hours  appeared  to  me  as  ages.  Never 
lid  I  feel  my  own  circumstances  so  depressing : 

Iiad  no  servant  to  send  after  the  postman^- 
0  strength  to  pursue  him.  I  staggered  to  the 
window,  and,  though  I  knew  my  watching  would 
lot  hasten  five  o'clock,  and  though  the  posi- 
ion  of  standing  was  agony,  there  I  remained, 
nth  my  watch  in  my  hand,  counting  every  tedious 
ninute. 

The  wished  for  hour  came ;  I  saw  the  postman 
approach ;  how  I  got  down  stairs,  I  know  not, 
^  I  reached  the  hall  door,  opened  it,  thrust 
he  money  into  his  hand,  and  snatching  the  letter, 
nth  incredible  swiftness  flew  back  to  my  apart- 
■^t,  and  read  the  following  strange  epistle  from 
Varies  Mellish : 

"York,  Tuesday  2l9t. 

"  Dear  Freville, 
^  In  compliance  with  the  request  you  have  so 
^eigetically  expressed,  I  should  have  written  to 
^  ere  this,  but  only  returned  within  the  last 
V  days  from  Worcester,  and  have  since  been 
tu^  amused  by  the  different  accounts  of  your 

VOL.   II.  c  4 
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adventure  at  the  Terrace.    Tou  request  of  om 
to  make  every  inquiry  relative  to  Sir  ^beri 
Eastville  and  his  family.    I  assure  you  I  liave 
been  most  active  on  the  subjectj  thoi^h  witk 
little  success.    You  are  aware  that  Sir  "Efjbai, 
though  so  munificent  in  his  hospitality  to  tbe 
neighbourhood;  disliked  forming  militajyaoquiDt- 
ances,  and  never  called  on  our  corps  till  ynr 
good  fortune,   or  bad  horsemanshipj  introdsoed 
you  into  the  very  bosom  of  his  family,  wbm  h 
condescended  to  leave  his  card  at  our  mess.  I 
have  prowled  about  the  neighbourhood,  WMh-   \ 
ously  endeavouring  to  engage  myself  in  oo&mt 
sation   with  any  he  or  she  whose  appettuoe 
promised  a  love  of  scandal  for  its  own  sdee^  or 
who  looked  as  though  money  might  melt  iH 
taciturnity.   Hopeless  expedition  !   Furthers  fioi^ 
your  brother  officers  I  could  gain  no  partieolink 
However  to  gratify  you,  on  Sunday  last  I  rods  0 
the  little  town  of  F— -,  where  your  fiiend  Doefc» 
Jerold  resides  ;  and,  as  Eastville  is  in  its  pttiA 
and  the  family  attend  its  church,  I  thought  it  pn* 
bable  I  might  there  glean  some  information ;  m^ 
have  I  been  disappointed.    By  the  bye,  befiml 
enter  into  a  description  of  a  scene  I  witDflnA 
I  must  amuse  you  with  an  account  of  some  of  As 
contradictory  reports  circulated  of  jout  t^ 
with  Lady  Eastville.    Deerhurst,  it  really  wu** 
act  of  charity  to  give  the  old  mAids  and  b^M^ 
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Y  of  York  something  to  talk  of;  and 
larity  covers  a  multitude  of  sins, 
trs,  to  your  confusion,  that  your  last 
h  the  lady  took  place  in  an  old 
*uin,  near  a  kitchen  garden.  In  the 
tiance,  and  without  romance,  what  is 

could  you  choose  such  a  spot?  I 
>f  bowers  of  roses,  banks  of  violets, 
groves,  as  trysting  places  for  such 
)s;  but  cabbages,  and  turnips,  and 
ugh !  faugh !  it  was  the  very  anni* 
tentiment.  No  wonder  that  Cupid, 
tidious  of  gods,  should  be  revenged ; 
18,  for  it  seems  two  of  the  cultivators 
gar  necessaries  witnessed  the  scene, 
prateful  for  the  notes  you  so  liberally 
Q,  swear  lustily  that  you  are  really 

most  virtuous  yoimg  man,  for  they 
y  saw  their  wicked  mistress  kneel  at 
etching  at  the  skirts  of  your  coat, 
I  shook  her  off  just  as  they  would  a 
esumed  to  crawl  up  their  legs.  In 
)  hamlet,  among  all  Sir  Egbert^s  de- 
»u  are  set  up  for  an  example  of  righte- 
reville,  they  don't  know  you  quite  so 
! 

contradiction  to  this.  Doctor  Jerold 
>  the  gauntlet  for  Lady  Eastville,  and, 
nits  that  appearances  are  against  her, 

D 
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declares  her  to  be  the  purest,  the  fairest  of  created 
beings,  and  that  you  are  neither  more  nor  less 
than  an  abandoned  villain.  In  short,  the  Doctor 
talks  confounded  nonsense ;  but  some  of  the  old 
dames  have  put  on  their  wisest  looks,  speak  their 
minds,  and  gently  insinuate  that  it  is  not  for 
nothing  the  Doctor  is  so  willing  to  exonerate 
Lady  Eastville.  This  skilful  practitioner  has 
hitherto  borne  the  most  unexceptionable  cha- 
racter ;  but  it  is  now  remembered  that  gleams  of 
avarice,  from  time  to  time,  have  been  seen  to 
shoot  forth  from  him,  and  what  more  likely  than 
that  a  bribe  has  secured  his  advocacy  ? 

"  You  may  conclude  that  your  adventure  is  the 
only  subject  spoken  of  at  the  mess ;  and,  while 
your  moral  rejection  of  Lady  Eastville's  advances 
has  won  golden  opinions  from  the  unsophisticated 
inhabitants  of  the  hamlet,  it  has  awakened  the  ire 
and  jealousy  of  your  noble  companions  in  arms. 
Old  Colonel  Chilli,  who  commands  here  at  pre- 
sent, turns  up  his  proboscis  of  a  nose,  and  shouts 
out  with  his  cracked,  husky  voice  : 

"  It  is  all  old-fashioned  stuff!"  And  he  farther 
uttered  more  nonsense  and  absurdity  than  I  choose 
to  commit  to  paper;  being  as  it  is,  such  nonsense  and 
absurdity  in  relation  to  this  affair  as  I  am  certain 
your  patience  would  not  readily  constrain  you  to 
read.  Lieutenant  Dolly,  who,  you  know,  is  a  great 
singer  of  canticles,  takes  another  view  of  the  sub- 
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nd  then,  ye  gods  !  how  he  does  abuse  the 
On  the  contrary,  old  Chilli  supports 
t  a  more  tasty  and  accomplished  people 
e  English;  and  as  accomplishments  are 
TOgue  than  morab,  and  as  fashion  is  the 
g  genius  of  the  age,  he  upholds  them  as 
rorthy  of  our  imitation ;  and  the  whole 
)  kept  in  roars  of  laughter  by  the  violent 
int  manner  in  which  these  ancient  sons  of 
rry  on  their  disputes.  However,  enough 
I  for  the  present.     I  must  return  to  Lady 

I  copied  thus  much  of  Mellish's  letter,  and 
mded  to  lay  the  whole  of  it  before  the 
mt  several  considerations  now  prevail  with 
I  desist.  I  shall  give  enough  to  show 
s  writer,  although  never  so  selfish  and 
i  as  myself,  was  at  one  time  as  reckless 
tiinking.  I  shall  tell  enough  in  the  sequel 
leroic  generosity  and  disinterestedness  of 
—more  than  enough,  I  sincerely  trust,  to 
k  for  him  that  good  opinion  which,  I 
lelp  thinking,  the  extracts  I  have  already 
id  those  that  will  presently  follow,  must 
SI  for  the  present  to  forfeit. 
Mssages  in  Mellish's  letter  which  I  have 
ed,  contained  what  I  may  term  a  dramatic 
f  observations,  thoughtless  remarks,  and 
[I.  D  2 
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heartless  stricturesi  ibe  reooUeoticm  of  «bM 
fills  me  with  horror.  I  nrait  add,  in  ]« 
myself,  that  I  did  not  read  them  at  di 
without  emotions  of  strcmg  diq^osL  It ; 
asked,  wherefore—knowing  fidl  weD,  as 
have  known,  that  when  onoe  the  repotsfti 
woman,  from  whatever  oause^  beeoaee  til 
of  suspicion,  these  conseqiienoet  spaedil] 
and  form  no  small  part  of  her  paniahnm 
persecution ;  knowing  ihia,  I  aay^it  nmj\ 
why  I  not  only  did  not  eeaae  the  pnrtd 
criminal  object,  but  hasten  to  make  suck 
tion  as  it  was  yet  in  my  powerto  make.  ] 
reply.     Mellish  proceeMi  thus  i 

"  It  appears  that  after  you  set  off  fipon 
race  in  the  York  ooach,  its  fidr  miatreaa  wi 
and  pensively  walking  back  to  the  hooaa^  h 
no  doubt,  dwelling  upon  your  cmsl  ngeedo 
when  who  should  qipear  before,  bar' 
Egbert.  In  consequence  of  «  moat  pa 
letter  she  had  written  to  him^  and  in  «4 
woman's  wit  found  an  ezonae  ibf  enrary  j 
tion ;  and  at  the  entreatiea  of  Dr.  Corifti 
Rector  of  his  pariah,  and  hit  eateomed  fi 
had  been  prevailed  upon  to  ffton  to  hi 
But  it  would  appear  the  demon  of  jeali 
been  allayed,  not  exorciaed,  and 
blaze  forth  on  the  least  pvorooatuiu-  'i 
then  what  must  have  been  hia 
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beholding  his  lady  with  her  white  robe  all  stained 
firom  kneeling  at  the  feet  of  you,  her  virtuous,  but 
most  cruel  lover.  With  her  hair  dishevelled,  and 
her  looks  expressive  of  dismay,  there  she  stood^ 
'all  tattered  and  torn,  like  the  maid  all  forlorn/ 
without  making  one  effort  to  speak  to  hiro,  or 
welcome  him  back.  All  this  led  to  renewed  in* 
quiries.  Tlie  workmen,  acquiring  consequence 
from  being  brought  forward  to  bear  witness  against 
their  mistress,  in  their  own  strong  language  de- 
scribed the  scene,  and  to  prove  their  veracity  and 
your  generosity,  produced  the  notes  you  had  given 
them.  This  in  itself  was  a  sufficient  proof  that 
such  bribery  must  be  to  disguise  guilt.  Now, 
Freville,  of  all  the  wonders,  mine  is  the  greatest 
to  know  how  you  came  to  be  so  flush  of  cash. 
In  vain  poor  Lady  Eastville  attempted  to  speak ; 
in  vain  the  knees  so  lately  bent  to  you  knelt  be- 
fore fier  obdurate  husband,  as  she  wildly  asserted 
her  innocence;  the  proofs  of  guilt  were  too  strong. 
He  spumed  her  from  him  with  the  fury  of  a  savage, 
vowing  never  again  to  see  her ;  commanding  that 
under  no  excuse  she  should  presume  to  address 
Urn;  then  mounting  his  beautiful  Lady  Cora, 
fled,  as  I  understand,  to  some  secluded  lodge  he 
has  in  the  mountains. 

**  Hapless  Lady  Eastville !  all  this  came  from 
your  not  being  a  heroine ;  then  you  might  have 
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knelt  in  the  cabbage  garden,  nay,  in  the  pota^oc 
ridges,  and  your  garment  have  remained  whito  mg 
unsunned  snow,  and  the   elements  o£  air  mod 
water  have  passed  over  your  hairy  and  it  still 
woold  have  fallen  about  your  fiuM  in  Ao 
becoming  fashion ;  and  ytm  would  hmm 
forward,  harp  in  hand,  to  salute  Sir  BgbevL  M 
how  different  had  been  your  fate !  tx  tiien  yM 
conjugal  re-union  would  have  been  a  soewaf 
harmony.    Well,  positively  there  is  no  iwil^g 
bad  habits.    I  commenced  this  letter  witt  te 
full  intention  of  describing  a  scene  I  bad  fit* 
nessed  in  the  Church  of  Saint  Mary%  and  I 
have  not  as  yet  arrived  at  it. 

^^I  left  York  very  early;  it  waa  a 
morning,  like  an  April  one,  now 
showers.    I  breakfieuited  at  the  inn^  and  ^ 
cussing  my  meal,  demanded  of  the 
news  he  had  of  the  Terrace.  He  i 
considered  Lady  Eastville  guilty;  that  1 
was  then  dangerously  ill,  and  that  a  ] 


York  was  attending  her.  Doctor  Jerold  being  lo^^ 
bidden  by  Sir  Egbert  to  go  near  the  Terrace ;  alf^l 
that  Sir  Egbert  had  taken  his  eldest  son  witl^ 
him ;  but  from  a  belief  that  the  youngest  Heib€r* 
was  not  his,  refused  to  see  him,  Moreotcr,  i^^ 
was  reported  that  he  had  already  commcBce^ 
measures  for  a  divorce !  Why,  Freviile,  tbis  gom  i 
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Doctors'  Commons  will  give  4ckU  not  only 
neif^  but  to  oar  whole  corps. 
Bving  breakfasted,  I  went  to  saunter  about, 
I  shower  coming  on,  I  entered  the  church, 
it  was  some  time  ere  the  service  was  to 
nee.  I  was  scarcely  seated,  when  I  saw  a 
f  a  commanding  carriage,  very  plainly 
and  veiled,  walk,  or  rather,  quickly  glide 
aisle,  and  enter  the  Eastville  pew.  She 
lowed  by  an  attendant,  leading  a  child. 
ly  doubts  of  this  being  Lady  Eastville 
d,  they  must  have  been  satisfied  by  the 
of  the  female  part  of  the  congregation, 
winking  and  grinning  of  the  men. 
fSk  after  the  service  began,  and  the  first  les- 
\  nearly  over,  when  who  should  walk  in, 
ad  erect,  his  stem  brow  and  haughty  bear- 
k  Sir  Egbert ;  with  him  were  a  tall,  stiff, 
i-looking  old  lady,  his  aunt,  as  I  have  since 
,  and  his  eldest  son,  a  fidr,  lovely  boy. 
ye  was  immediately  turned  on  them;  people 
stood  up  to  stare  as  he  entered  his  pew, 
peeling  to  havie  it  preoccupied  by  his  lady ; 
fortunately  for  our  curiosity  its  closely- 
urtains  prevented  the  possibility  of  observ- 
ftt  passed  within.  But  from  that,  fieire* 
devotion ;  the  prayers,  indeed,  proceeded, 
decorum,  and  the  grave  looks  of  the  Rev. 
iltsley  in  some  degree  checked  the  whis- 
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pering  and  grimaces  of  his  flock ;  but  had  Saint 
Paul  preached,  and  Saint  Peter  prayed  before  the 
congregation,  they  would  not  have  commanded 
their  attention  from  the  Eastvilles. 

"When  the  service  concluded,  several  pe^ 
sons  quitted  the  church,  others  remained  within* 
Among  the  former,  all  too  much  agitated  to 
communicate,  were  the  whole  of  the  EastviDe 
party ;  though  it  appears,  poor  Lady  East^ 
who  like  all  sinners  is  now  turning  Magdakn, 
had  only  left  her  sick  couch  for  the  purpose,  littk 
expecting  to  meet  her  grim  Lord,  whose  appea^ 
ance  at  St.  Mary's  was  owing  to  his  chariot  break- 
ing down  as  he  was  proceeding  to  York. 

*^  Freville,  it  would  require  the  pencil  of  a  Ho* 
garth  to  describe  the  scene  that  now  ensued  m 
the  vestibule  of  the  church,  where  the  congregar 
tion  were  detained    by  a  violent  thunder-storiD 
accompanied  by  the  heaviest  rain  I  ever  remem* 
ber.    Lady  Eastville  leant  back  in  the  shade  <rfs 
pillar,  her  veil  closely  drawn,  she  seemed  scarody 
to  breathe ;  not  a  person  deigned  to  salute  ber. 
Tou  would  suppose  she  hove  a  plague-spot  about 
her  person,  from  the  manner  in  which  her  own 
sex  shrank  from  her.    The  bold  looks  of  gallantry 
with  which  we  military  would  have  honoured  her 
were  checked  by  the  dignified  carriage  of  Sir  Eg- 
bert, who,  while  he  stood  there  impatiently  wtttp 
ing  for  his  chariot,  looked  as  stiff  and  unbendiiig 
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liiU  sei^geant,  and  as  ferocious  as  an 
in  tnith,  there  was  a  look  of  wildness 
dr  in  his  countenance,  that  in  spite  of  my 
commiserated  him,  and  felt  my  spirit  rise 
ignation  against  the  woman  who  had 
(uch  misery  and  disgrace  upon  him ;  for 
idemning  a  fine  dashing  young  officer, 
Freville,  or  myself,  in  an  affair  of  gal- 
at  is  all  fudge. 

thunder  passed  off,  and  the  carriages 
I,  but  the  rain  continued  as  violent  as 
r  Egbert's  chariot  was  announced.  The 
d  aunt  whispered  something  to  him,  and 
lOUt  waiting  for  an  answer,  stepped  has- 
rd,  and  I  must  say,  with  much  kindness 
if  drew  Lady  Eastville's  arm  under  hers 
er  forward,  when  Sir  Egbert,  setting  his 
i  a  tiger,  and  stamping  with  his  right 
ed  her  back.  What  he  said  I  could  not 
n  the  violent  sobbing  of  the  elder  boy, 
been  gazing  at  his  mother  the  whole 
weeping  bitterly,  not  daring  to  approach 
;  Lady  Eastville  tottered  back  to  her 
linst  which  she  flung  her  arm  for  sup* 
sunk  on  the  ground,  not  one  of  the 
»ent,  offering  her  any  assistance.  Sir 
len  made  his  exit,  actually  dragging  out 
id  aunt.  They  had  only  just  driven  off, 
\  Rev.  Dr.  Coaltsley,  accompanied   by 

D  3 
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Doctor  Jerold,  and  followed  by  die  i 
his  flock,  came   out  from  the   interior 
church. 

^<  Upon  seeing  Lady  Eastville^e  poeiti 
whole  truth  rushed  upon  Jerbld'e  mind. 
moment  he  was  at  her  side,  imaing  hei 
arms,  and  removing  her  thick  veil,  gave  ti 
countenance  of  such  death-like  palennsiii  i 
most  straight-laced  of  her  aex  gare  a  thn 
horror.  I  know  not  what  might  be  tbeiri 
but  certainly  a  change  came  orer  mine. 
happy  versatility  of  temper,  I  condemned 
bert  as  a  hard-hearted,  jeakma  tyrant,  whc 
and  unjustly  persecuted  hie  lender  anc 
spouse.  Mr.  Coaltsley  hastened  to  the 
room  for  some  wine,  and  by  hie  andllie  1 
attentions.  Lady  Eastville  eoon  revived  i 
insensibility.  She  had  borne  up  agsinet  th 
ful  and  sneering  whispers  of  the  aeeemb 
heroine;  but  kindness  seemed  to  affisct I 
pressing  the  hands  of  both  the  gentteo 
wept  long  and  bitterly.  • 

^^  An  old  dowager,  a  Lady  Ddmov^  ! 
who  seemed  much  affeeted,  now  qppRMol 
requested  of  Lady  Eastville  to  aooepC  of* 
riage  to  return  home.  And  oh  I  foft  the 
of  poor,  contemptiblef  human  ataitiira^  nb 
had  she  done  so,  than  the  whole,  tide  ol 
turned  in  Lady  Eastville's  frvov}  wad  A 
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moment  before  had  sunk  unpitied  on  the  ground, 
flight  now  have  commanded  all  their  attention  ; 
not  that  they  thought  her  less  guilty — but  a  per- 
son of  high  rank  had  noticed  her.  Ere  entering 
^J  Delmore's  carriage,  she  turned  back  and 
ttldressed  Mr.  Coaltsley ;  in  doing  so  she  appeared 
much  agitated,  and  a  bright  blush  overspread  her 
^  rendering  it  exquisitely  beautiful. 

"  *  I  have  to  thank  you,  Doctor  Coaltsley/  she 

««id  in  quivering  accents,  *  for  the  protection  you 

1^^  jnst  now  afforded  me  from  the  contempt  and 

'^^jJect  with  which  I  have  been  most  unjustly 

^ted.    Your  conduct  has  been  that  of  a  Chris- 

^^f  that  of  a  minister  of  Him  who  came  to 

^^  sinners  to  repentance ;  and  more  or  less,  we 

^  ^n.    I  feel  a  strong  conviction  that  I  shall 

'^^er  again  enter  this  church.  Could  I  have  fore- 

'^  this  day,  to  how  many  malignant  and  irregu- 

^^d  passions  my   appearance  would  give   rise, 

'^^h  as  I  wished  to  hear  the  word  of  God  in 

^yer  I  had  not  come  here :  it  befitteth  not  a 

Ch  • 

^^tian  woman  to  tempt  others  to  sin.     Of  the 

^*  deed  of  which  I  am  accused,  I  am  as  innocent 

^y  babe,  even  in  thought;  nor  do  I  on  that 

J^ct  deserve  any  merit,  as  there  was  for  me  no 

^^Ptation.   I  am  fully  aware  that  in  some  degree 

^Ve  acted  thoughtlessly,  nay  giddily,  and  from 

^^tural  timidity  of  character,  I  have  yielded  too 

^^li  to  others ;  had  I  in  the  beginning  exerted  a 
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le  more  spirit,  matters  had  not  gone  so  far. 
it  all  regrets  for  the  past  are  superfluous.    Ap- 
earances,  alas !  are  strongly  against  me,  yet  as 
.  have  ever  been  taught  to  esteem  highly  pnbBc 
opinion,  as  I  consider  it  a  duty  I  owe  to  my  bit* 
band,  to  my  children,  and  above  all>  to  the  ne* 
mory  of  my  beloved  father,  to  remove  this  faol 
stigma  from  my  name ;  and  as,  with  a  very  b^ 
exceptions,  this  congregation  have  thought  fi^ 
even  here  in  the  house  dedicated  to  Qod,  to  |N0f 
publicly  upon  me  the  full  vial  of  their  loonii  i 
shall  now,  with  your  permission,  approach  yoods^ 
altar,  and  then,  in  the  performance  of  the  mo^ 
sacred  rite  of  my  reUgion,  solemnly  attest  my 
innocence/ 

'' '  Dear  Lady  Eastville,'  said  Mr.  Coahilef^ 
and  he  spoke  in  a  soothing  voice,  '  I  have  nete^ 
thought  you  guilty.      1  am  folly  aware  how  hiiC 
you  have  for  years  struggled  to  fight  the  goo 
fight,  to  take  up  the  cross,  and  casting  behind  ^ 
lesser  things,  you  have  indeed  chosen  the  bef 
part.    And  if  worldly  affections  have  aomett 
proved  too  strong  for  your  human  nature,  yef 
have  never  removed  your  hopes  from  that  b 
promise,  that  ark  of  rest  and  bliss  which  V 
yond  the  grave.      Dear  Lady  EaatviDe, 
moment  you  are  much  agitated,  and— -foijf 
strong  truth — ^your  excitement  proceeds  ft 
ings  solely  connected  with  this  world.    1 


THE    DBERHURSTS.  61 

^en  harshly  treated ;  your  indignation  has  been 
roused  by  the  stem  severity  of  Sir  Egbert,  your 
pride  awakened  by  the  contemptuous  treatment 
rf  these/  waving  his  hand  towards  a  group  of 
hdies.  ^Such  is  not  the  state  in  which  to  approach 
^  altar  of  your  God.  Let  not  then  the  insults  of 
tliese  people  lead  you  into  sin.  Of  what  regard 
to  you  is  the  whole  world,  if  you  lose  your  own 
•otd  ?  Lady  Eastville,  you  are  reserved  for  better 
ttings.  Exert  your  naturally  fine  imderstanding, 
'Had  the  precepts  of  your  father — he  was  a  Chris- 
tJ^n  in  more  than  words — then  in  a  few  days  I 
shall  hope  to  see  you  kneel  at  that  altar,  not  in- 
floenoed  by  worldly  passion,  but  in  meek  humility, 
''^'giring,  as  a  sinful  mortal  should,  those  who 
have  offended  you,  and  hoping  forgiveness  from 
^^  that  hath  no  sin.^ 

*'  *  Bless  you,  bless  you,  for  your  advice/  she 

^^daimed.    *  How  hard  it  is  to  avoid  sin,  when 

^  £lvil  One  assumes  so  many  forms  to  seduce 

*      I  had  persuaded  myself  that  my  enthusiasm 

approach  the  altar  was  a  tribute  of  respect  to 

^^^>  not  a  feeling  of  resentment  to  beings  like 
y^^^Jf.    But  you  have  judged  rightly.* 

.^  Saving  uttered  these  words,  she  permitted 
^^^^t»r  Jerold  to  place  her  in  Lady  Delmore's 
*^age,  in  which  the  old  dowager  had  patiently 
^**^.  No  sooner  had  it  driven  off,  than  the 
^^^end  parson,  taking  advantage  of  several  of 
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his  congregation  being  confined  within  the  holy 
precincts  of  the  church  by  the  continued  wm, 
began  to  lecture  them  ;  and  being  greatly  ezcitet^ 
for  it  seems  he  is  a  sincere  friend  of  the  Eut- 
villes,  he  spoke  with  more  energy  than  he  gm^ 
rally  exerts.     Having  first  called  out  in  a  load 
voice,  I  suppose  by  way  of  a  text,  ^He  thitis 
without  sin  among  you,  let  him  cast  a  atone  at 
her/  he  descanted  on  the  heinouaneas  of  scandib 
and  the  want  of  Christian  charity  in  too  leMlity 
imputing  blame  to  others.     Seeing  some  of  Us 
saintly  flock  look  very  prim,  he  exclaimed,  '  Sap- 
pose  not  for  a  moment  that  I  mean  to  uphold  or 
excuse  adultery,  a  vice  so  terrible  in  its  results ; 
fieir  from  it :  the  laws  of  God,  of  nature,  and  of 
man,  justly  award  punishment  to  the  crime.   ^^ 
earlier  times,  the  most  painful  death  was  pi^ 
nounced  on  the  adulteress,  while  shame  and  ao^' 
row  were  the  inheritance  of  her  children ;  and  ^ 
a  more  lenient  age  is  less  severe'  in  its  deere^^' 
still  in  the  eyes  of  God  the  crime  is  equally  CO^" 
pable ;  for  the  great  Spirit  of  Truth  is  not  to  *^ 
altered  or  deceived  by  human  institutions.    B*** 
the  more  serious  the  charge,  the  more  slow  ^^ 
should  be  in  the  accusation.    Saint  Fan!  ranl^ 
envying  and   revilings  among  our  most  dea^l'^ 
sins ;  and  perhaps  at  no  period  were  these  eriiO^^ 
more  general  or  destructive  in  their  eflfects.     ^^ 
present,  however,  as  time  presses,  I  shall  oviy 
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one  of  its  many  evils :  it  destroys  our 
drtoe,  end  our  respect  for  our  own  spe- 
beneyer  a  love  of  soand^j  or  indiscrimi- 
are  of  others  is  admitted  into  a  family, 
Uy  undermines  their  morals.  Touth 
ed  to  hear  the  conduct  of  their 
Aces  censured,  gradually  lose  their 
r  vice,    by  imperceptible  degrees,  and 

feel  less  compunction  in  practising 
igain,  the  secret  consciousness  of  their 
aorality  renders  them  doubtful  of  the 
of  virtue  in  others  ;  and  thus  dissimu- 
spicion^  and  jealousy  are  introduced,  de- 
the  confidence  and  love  so  necessary  to 
lestic  happiness.  In  answer  to  this,  you 
:  if  the  culprit  is  guilty,  is  she  to  be 
eived  within  the  pale  of  society,  and 
i  told,  ^  Oo,  and  sin  no  more  ?' 
,  no,  vice  should  never  be  upheld ;  for 
mt  of  every  other  motive,  it  were  an 
dent ;  but  on  that  very  account,  none 
3  condemned  without   sufficient  proof. 

setting  aside  the  noblest  act  of  our 
3,  and  adopting  the  darkest  error  of 
iquisition  : — an  error  which,  by  awaken- 
ndignation  and  inquiry  of  enlightened 
first  undermined  the  mighty  fabric  of 
[HToud  hierarchy.  But  even  when  the 
I  guilty,  why  torture  the  victim,  and 
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triumph  in  its  agony  ?  It  is  setting  aside  the 
most  beautiful  doctrines  of  Christ,  whose  dime 
miracles  were  all  practised  in  works  of  mercy  and 
charity.  Incapable  of  sin  in  his  own  nature,  he 
never  rejected  the  supplications  of  the  afflicted 
penitent,  but  declared  that  he  came  to  call 
sinners  to  repentance.  Oh  1  ye  of  little  faith, 
how  have  you  this  day  acted  ?  You  have  shunned 
and  insulted  a  most  unhappy  lady,  who,  for  up- 
wards of  four  years,  has  lived  among  you  in 
the  practice  of  every  Christian  virtue,  and  that  on 
the  mere  report  of  a  low-bred  menial,  supported 
by  a  few  trivial  circumstances.  Far  from  follow- 
ing your  Saviour's  precept,  as  given  in  my  text, 
there  was  not  one  of  you  who,  overlooking  yoor 
own  sins,  would  not  have  cast  a  stone  at  Ladf 
Eastville,  till  you  raised  a  cairn  to  mark  for 
future  ages  her  supposed  guilt,  and  the  stem 
punishment  you  awarded. 

"*Now,  hear  my  resolution:  I  am  your  pastoTi 
long — too  long,  has  this  parish  been  notorioos 
for  its  love  of  scandal,  and  I  admit  that  I  have 
been  too  slothful  in  tracing  its  source ;  but  from 
henceforth,  the  most  malignant  of  you  shall  not 
accuse  me  of  carelessness  on  that  head,  fof 
wheresoever  I  hear  its  echo,  I  will  spare  no  paiD> 
to  trace  its  origin,  and,  according  to  the  power 
granted  by  Ecclesiastical  law,  will  submit  it" 
author  to  castigalioiu' 
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^  With  these  words,  he  coldly  saluted  his  ccm- 
gregatioii^  and  retired  with  Doctor  Jerold.  His 
flodc  soon  followed  his  example,  and  went  home 
to  digest  his  sermon  with  what  iqppetite  they 
might;  bat  I  answer  for  it,  Mr.  Coaltsley  will 
never  again  be  a  popular  preacher.  Tou  may 
guess  that  my  account  of  this  scene  afforded 
high  amusement  at  the  mess.  Old  Chilli's  fancy 
was  so  tickled  at  the  idea  of  fat  Mrs.  Peakly 
being  bumped  up  and  down  in  the  ducking-stool, 
that  he  actually  invited  us  all  to  sup  with  him 
on  a  lobster  salad  and  champagne.  Tou  must 
know  Mrs.  Peakly  has  five  daughters,  of  diffe- 
rent complexions,  sizes,  and  ages,  all  solicitous  to 
enter  into  the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony.  Surely 
amidst  such  a  variety,  men's  fancies  should  be 
pleased  :  so  thinks  the  provident  mother,  and, 
for  that  purpose,  she  has  been  most  liberal  of  her 
hospitalities  to  our  corps ;  and  to  exalt  these, — 
her  maidens, — above  their  fellows,  she  has  used 
the  rancour  of  her  tongue  in  abusing  every  other 
woman,  married  or  single,  in  the  city  of  York,  or 
its  neighbourhood,  for  ten  miles  round.  Could 
she  have  heard  our  remarks,  as  inspired  by  the 
champagne,  I  believe  even  the  perspective  hope 
of  marrying  some  of  her  daughters,  would  not 
tempt  her  to  repeat  her  entertainments  to  us 
gallant  sons  of  Mars  ;  but  this,  as  far  as  we  go,  is 
of  no  consequence,  for  we  have  received  orders 
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for  the  south  of  Ireland.  I  believe  Limerick  will 
be  our  head-quarters.  I  leave  this  to-morrow 
with  the  first  detachment ;  but  as  I  have  applied 
for  leave  of  absence,  hope  soon  to  return  to 
England,  when  you  shall  hear  from  me^  and  if  I 
can  be  of  any  service,  command  me. 

"  Remember,  Freville,  if  there  are  parts  of  my 
letter  which  you  consider  smack  too  much  of 
levity,  I  only  follow  your  example  in  adopting  the 
strain.  Moreover,  I  thought  this  way  of  handling 
the  subject,  at  least  in  parts^  would  be  most 
acceptable  to  you.  I  must  tell  you^  though,  in 
sober  seriousness,  that  the  scene  in  the  church 
very  deeply  affected  me,  and  has  made  such  an 
impression  upon  me,  that  it  is  not  without  reluc- 
tance I  despatch  this  (in  part)  flippant  missive. 

^^  To-morrow  your  dressing-case  and  luggage 
shall  be  forwarded  by  the  coach  to  London.  Taket 
friend^s  advice,  and  be  careful  of  your  leg :  it  would 
be  a  greater  loss  than  anything  else  in  Europe, 
for  you  could  never  replace  it,  except  by  a  wooden 
one  ;  and  so,  Frevdlle,  farewell. 

'*  Charles  Mellish." 

On  reading  this  type  of  Charles  Melliah'* 
genius,  every  former  sentiment  yielded  to  gri^ 
and  indignation  at  hearing  of  the  sneering  cod* 
tempt  and  ribaldry  to  which  Lady  Eaatville,  the 
purest,  the  noblest  of  her  sex  was  ezpoaedi  by 
my  mad  folly  ,*   and   I   hastily  resolvedi  let  the 


my  presumption,  ana  tnen  retuse  nis 
hough  by  so  doing  I  should  be  hooted 
regiment  as  a  coward,  and  be  a  target 
er  of  scorn  to  point  at. 
ormed  this  resolution,  I  £mcied  my* 
esignedy  and  attempted  to  lie  down, 
nraafirightfiilly  swollen ;  but  there  was 
cm  OQ  my  breathing: — ^the  image  of 
shed  from  her  home,  and  her  name 
out  in  the  public  courts,  pressed  on 
igain,  a  sensation  as  if  my  head  was  a 

seised  me.  I  have  a  recollection  of 
rom  the  couch,  uttering  firantic  cries, 
doe  I  heard  the  door  open,  and  saw 
ig  in.  I  had  a  strange  idea  that  they 
ting  all  the  air  from  the  room,  and 
to  be  suffocated.  I  called  piteously  to 
joip,  then  bounding  to  the  window^ 
to  atoms, 
hile,  Abemethy^  accompanied  by  the 
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I 


request,   be  would  himself  aoccmipttiy  me  to 
Yorkshire  on  the  following  day,  for  I  imTsd  ftbook 
setting  off  immediately.    Havingy  at  lengdi,  saB» 
ceeded  in  tranquillizing  me,  he  retired,  wnfiiigM    j 
apothecary  to  remain  with  me  all  nifl^    Mj    I 
fever  was  so  severe,  that  for  thne  weeb  nf    ' 
recovery  was  considered  doubtfbL    lliat  period 
formed  a  blank  in  my  existence. 

On  the  first  day  of  returning  0Qiiiaciini8na% 
I  remember  suffering  from  inteaae  thinfei  af 
tongue  actually  clove  to  the  roof  of  my  moaA. 
I  moaned,  and  made  an  effort  to  pat  out  af 
hand  in  search  of  some  drink,  but  ML  babk  fiM 
debility.  I  had  no  other  seniaticm,  no  iwoDoo* 
tion  of  the  past.  Often  remaining  for  aone  tiai 
in  this  state,  I  heard  a  number  of  Toloes  ibAi 
room: — to  my  shattered  nerves  dwj  wpgmtd 
tremendously  loud.  My  next  perceptioa  Wi 
that  of  being  raised  up,  laid  upon  somethiiig  &t 
and  carried  down  stairs ;  then  a  gush  of  cold  sir 
passed  over  my  &ce,  more  fiilly  reviving  mlfl 
On  the  instant,  a  horrible  idea  seized  me^^ther 
supposed  me  dead,  and  were  going  to  bur^  mt 
alive !  I  tried  to  scream ;  but  the  anguiih  of  my 
mind  rendered  me  speechlen;  then  I  struggled 
to  move  my  limbs,  this  effort  thr^w  me  iot^ 
a  convulsion,  and  again  all  cunsciausaesi  ^^ 
nished.  V 

It  was  a  week  from  thi%  as  I  afterwards  leamedi 
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when  I  awoke  out  of  a  long  and  refreshing  slum* 
ber  ;  the  crisis  of  my  fever  had  passed,  and  I  was 
pronounced  convalescent;  my  ideas  were  less 
oonfbaed,  but  still  I  had  no  recollection  of  any 
orcumstance  beyond  having  been  very  ill.  My 
ttrength  was  so  far  returned  that  I  was  able  to 
more  my  position;  no  sooner  had  I  done  so,  than 
some  person  advanced,  raised  my  head,  handed 
me  a  delicious  draught,  and  then  arranged  my 
pillows.  Again  I  slept  for  several  hours:  on 
awakening  I  drew  back  my  curtain  to  see  if  any 
one  was  near.  Imagine  my  astonishment  at  find- 
ing myself  not  in  my  sordid  lodging  in  Piccadilly, 
bat  in  a  most  sumptuous  apartment  whose  large 
windows  were  shaded  by  draperies  of  green  silk ; 
my  bed  in  the  form  of  a  canopy  was  hung  with 
the  same  rich  material,  while  in  place  of  the 
chicken  quills,  my  head  was  supported  on  cushions 
of  down.  On  a  table  near  me  were  beautiful 
filagree  baskets  of  silver  with  the  most  delicious 
fruits,  and  at  a  short  distance,  I  observed  a 
qnakerly-looking  woman  engaged  in  reading.  On 
bearing  me  stir  she  advanced,  offered  me  some 
miztore  which  I  drank,  then  laying  a  basket 
of  grapes  next  to  my  hand,  glided  from  the 
apartment. 

All  this  time  I  never  spoke,  for  I  felt  persuaded 
that  I  laboured  under  some  illusion  resulting 
from  my  late  illness,  and  feared  to  dispel  it. 
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he  had  left  the  principal  part  of  his  wealth  to 
Etienne,  the  old  Nabob  provided  amply  for  yoa. 
However,  that  is  now  of  no  consequence,  for 
Etienne  having  made  no  disposition  of  his  weiMh) 
you  come  in  as  heir-at-law  to  the  vast  possesfloos 
of  your  grandfather/' 

"  Yes"  I  exclaimed  with  bitterness,  ** and  a 
small  portion  of  that  wealth  being  granted  to  oy 
unfortunate  parents  might  have  altered  both  thdr 
destinies, — for  the  struggles  of  poverty  led  in  • 
great  measure  to  their  early  deaths." 

'^  However/'  said  Mellish,  *^you  should  not  be 
severe  on  the  old  fellow,  for  you  can  see  by  hii 
will  he  left  you  a  noble  fortune/' 

"  Ay,'*  I  cried,  ^^  because  he  could  not  take  it 
with  him  to  his  grave  ;  probably  if  he  had  lived, 
he  would  have  murmured  at  purchasing  my  pio* 
motion." 

^^  Well,  Freville,  don't  agitate  your  weak  filial 
by  this  emotion ;  it  would  not  do  to  quit  Ab 
world  just  as  your  prospects  have  become  lo 
brilliant." 

''All  this  time,  Mellish/'  I  said,  "yoa  Itf^ 
not  explained  where  I  am.  Is  this  house  a  part 
of  my  present  possessions  ?'' 

^'  Oh,  true !"  he  answered  laughing,  ^  yoa  btf*' 
Freville,  how  often  you  amnsed  ine  with  m  a^ 
count  of  Mr.  Moneymore's  reception  of  yoo,irii0> 
from  your  respectable  lodging,  a  garret  in  Oxkfi 
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^t,  and  clad  in  rather  seedy  garments  you 
tamed  to  call  on  the  great  man  in  his  great 
se.  Now  hear  and  venerate  the  power  of 
;  no  sooner  did  he  receive  intelligence,  by  an 
tss  from  the  Pondicherry  agent,  of  Sir  Roger's 
h,  and  your  being  sole  heir,  than  he  became 
intly  enlightened  to  your  merit.  Tou  were 
)Dger  a  presuming,  troublesome  youth,  impor- 
ng  him  with  applications  to  his  respected 
noble  employer.  No,  you  were  an  amiable, 
isome,  accomplished  person,  who  had  been 
lefally  and  cruelly  maltreated  by  Sir  Roger, 
d-hearted,  selfish  old  Nabob.  Then  to  leave 
of  your  merit  amidst  the  noise  of  Piccadilly, 
^th  such  wretched  accommodation  was  out 
e  question ;  so  the  moment  Abernethy  con- 
^  you  able  to  be  removed,  you  were  con- 
i  here  to  this  house,  and  treated  as  one  who 
the  power  of  returning  kindness,  not  as  a 
devil  like  me,  who  must  carve  out  his  for- 
with  his  good  sword/' 

ained  Mellish  in  his  hearty  laugh,  and  then 
d  Moneymore  for  his  cringing  spirit,  and 
if  gain.  Avarice  not  being  my  own  passion 
I  very  severe  in  condemning  it  in  others  j 
Fer,  I  had  no  idea  of  depriving  him  of  my 
y.  First,  I  hated  trouble,  and  was  quite 
ipetent  for  business ;  then  in  despite  of  his 
ry  and  selfishness,  he  was  strictly  honour- . 
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able  in  money  matters,  and  yery  indo] 
his  circumstances.  I  already  hegui  t 
self  a  man  of  consequence  a  patron 
Heretofore  from  infiemcy  I  bad  had  to  sti 
sordid  means,  but  now  I  had  the  sole  cc 
immense  wealth.  How  fiur  I  was  woi 
fortune  thus  placed  in  my  keeping,  i 
events  of  this  memoir  4viU  best  prove. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

ow  recovered  from  my  fever,  my  leg, 
been  so  long  kept  quiet^  being  per- 
)d  to  its  usual  form  and  strength — 
^aronetcy  and  one  of  the  richest  com- 
ngland ;  and  how  did  I  feel  upon  this 
power — for  wealth  is  power !  Not 
ving  did  I  offer  up  at  the  throne  of 
r  recovery,  not  one  plan  did  I  form 
-ovement^  or  good  of  poor  suffering 
Some  gleams  of  ambition  did  indeed 
ad,  but  they  all  tended  towards  my 
lizement,  towards  the  gratification  of 
ible,  low-thinking,  selfish  vanity; 
ut  passing  thoughts.  With  restored 
ardent  love  of  Clara  returned;  she 
tant  dream  by  night,  my  sole  engross- 
>y  day,  when  I  could  command  the 
Mellish,  who  with  a  kind  of  reckless 
y  humoured  my  passion ;  and  as  he 
3d  that  Lady  Eastville  loved  me,  and 
md  thoughtlessness,  was  very  fax  from 
account  the  moral  consequences  of 
B  2 


tempt  to  gain  upon  her  affections. 

"  Worse  than  lose  you  cannot/'  thus  I 
"  believe   me,    no   matter  how  good 
people  may  be,  wealth  and  rank  always 
possessors  in  the  opinions  of  others ;  on 
they  are  particularly  influential; besides, 
were  poor  you  had  no  power  to  act  boi 
you  are  rich  you  possess  the  metna. 
confess  to  you,  were  it  my  own  case^  I 
hesitate  a  moment.     Here  is  a  woman 
you  have  been  devotedly  attached  firom  ] 
hood,  who  was  aware  of  your  passion 
ever  saw  or  heard  of  her  present  husband 
haughty,  and,  therefore,,  unloveable  E 
Eastville.    She  must  have  given  yon  i 
ment,  or  a  fellow  of  your  discernment 
have  left  her  after  her  father's  death  wil 
persuasion  that  your  love  was  returned. 

I  interrupted  him,  saying:  ''In  pity  to 
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t  boy,  Herbert,  he  has  refused,  even  at  the 
ties  of  his  own  friends  to  let  Lady  Eastville 
r  little  daughter,  whom  at  a  great  risk  to 
!e  he  removed  from  under  her  maternal 
nd  who  is  supposed  to  be  in  a  rapid  con- 
ion.  Distracted  at  the  child's  danger,  the 
\  lady  submitted  quietly  to  this  tyranny, 
dition  that  Doctor  Jerold  should  be  per- 
to  attend  the  dear  invalid." 
3nster !"  I  exclaimed ;  ^^  dared  he  to  refuse 
quest?" 
i  certainly  did  at  first,'^  said  Mellish ;  ^'  but 

since  heard  that  Jerold  is  in  attendance, 
tertains  no  hope  of  the  child's  recovery." 

intelligence  afflicted  me  deeply,  for  I  knew 
nderly  Clara  loved  her  little  girl ;  however, 
;  over  the  many  conversations  Mellish  held 
subject,  and  the  fears  and  hopes  which  dis- 

ine^  I  shall  at  once  detail  the  extraordinary 
which  I  was  guilty — from  which,  when  I 
K>k  back,  I  shrink  with  horror.  I  must 
leen  either  a  madman  or  a  fool,  or  as 
1  Irish    servant  of  ours — Peggy    Maher, 

have  said,  '  The  devil  must  have  had 
lion    of   me    intirely.'      Impelled    by    a 

80  inordinate  that  a  rational  mind  can 
y  admit  its  belief,  I  had  persuaded  myself 
a  spite  of  Clara's  contempt  and  rejection — 
cfore  and  after  her  marriage — of  my  impor- 


sentraent,  would  lessen  her  respec 
I  had  become  so  indurated  that  I 
joiced  her  little  girl  was  dyings  as  t 
of  deserting  her  or  an  appreheni 
stigma  ever  cast  on  the  daoghter  o 
might  form  a  barrier  to  her  doping  w: 
wild  project  I  had  in  vieWj  eren  at- 
period^  makes  me  tremble  when  K  thii 
merity  and  its  awfnl  resuUi.  I  nuu 
Clara  a  letter  fully  expresave  of  m] 
tenderness,  expatiated  on  the  great  wei 
I  had  just  come  into  possoasioPj  bittei 
that  I  had  not  gained  it  ere  her  ftte  % 
biy  united  with  that  of  the  cmel  tyranl 
I  then  elaborately  spoke  of  oar  pow< 
him  and  his  authority  at  defiance,  a 
some  southern  dime,  where^  in  the  e 
every  luxury,  we  might  despise  the  oo 
of  English  society ;  or  if  its  echo  shou 
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best  bdoyed  boy,  shoald  accompany  us,  and  be 
onlj  second  to  her  adored  self  in  my  affections, 
h  condosion,  I  said, 

''I  know,  Clara,  that  from  your  extreme  de- 
licacy and  mistaken  prejudices  you  will  at  first 
be  startled  at  the  boldness  of  this  request.   I 
'o  not  hurry  you,  my  love,  so  weigh  in  your 
nund  erery  circumstance ;  remember  on  the  one 
side  you  remain  a  condemned  wife,  neglected, 
despised  and  exposed  to  all  the  mortification  of 
i^ts  such  as  you  received  in  the  Church  of 
Ssint  Mary's  — the  very  description  of  which 
•Imost  deprived  me  of  reason — besides,  in  the  so- 
ciety of  your  neighbourhood  you  would  never 
*pin  be  received,  nor  indeed  in  any  part  of  F,ng- 
l^d,  with  the  same  respect  as  a  few  weeks  since 
y^tt  commanded.    Whereas,  on  the  other  hand, 
^Jou  will  fly  with  me  you  shall  be  removed  from 
^'^^  vexations,  and  surrounded  by  all  the  pomp 
^  luxuries  of  life,  adored,  nay  worshipped  by 
^  "Who  could  never,  even  in  idea,  form  a  wish 
^itppiness  unconnected  with  you;  then  the 
^'^  bve  which  has  proved  your  enemy  will  be 
'^^'^^  friend,  by  making  you  my  wife.   Oh,  Clara ! 
^    prospect  of  your  being  solely  mine  fills  me 
^**^  an  ecstasy  which  seems  a  foretaste  of  Heaven. 
**  •^ay  be  that  firom  timidity  you  will  hesitate  to 
^'^^^'^er  this,  so,  my  love,  I  shall  not  press  you  on 
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the  subject,  nor — though  to  my 

day  which  separates  us  appears  an 

hurry  you ;  but  on  this  day  three  weebi  on  tSm 

24th  of  December,  I  will  call  at  the  Terras 

about  three  in  the  forenoon,  I  know  that  is  tlB« 

hour  when  your  servants  are  engagod,  and  sbotaBs 

you,  my  souPs  idol,  consent  to  fly  wilb  mepr   i 

sincere  friend  upon  whose  honour  I  cai 

will  have  a  chariot-and-four  in  readinon 

stile  where  the  York  coach  passes.  It  mU  i 

bear  us  away  from  the  scene  of  your  piesmti 

tification ;  as  to  our  destination^  that 

upon  your  own  wishes.    I  live  bat  to  loftf    P 

obey,  to  serve  you,  my  worstnpped  one.  - 

^Tours  feir  ever, 
'^Frevillb  DsBBHDmaT.*^ 

Mellish,  who  at  this  period  waifiill'.Qf  luvs- 
flecting  levity,  and  mad  after  firofic  imdaJimlrtr 
readily  proposed  to  be,  as  he  tera^ed  it,  Ciipi^^ 
Mercury.  After  giving  him  noiiMroiis  flMP' 
about  having  the  letter  delivered  in  the  saf^t  i^^ 
most  private  manner,  I  committed  it  to  his  c^^ 
for,  unacquainted  with  what  measures  Sir  Egbert'^ 
jealousy  had  adopted,  I  dared  not  ventuie  on  tie 
public  post,  and,  infatuated  as  I  was,  conid  not 
presume  to  send  Mellish  to  the  Terrace*  Ttie 
next  day  saw  him  depart  on  hia  ^^^ydinMy 
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mission  with  as  much  pleasure  as  if  it  secured  my 

'^  'Were  useless  to  enlarge  upon  my  feelings 
■ft^  tis  departure.  In  our  wisdom,  we  had  con- 
diid^^  that  if  Lady  Eastville  despised  my  over- 
^o'^^,  she  would  instantly  write  an  indignant 
refusal,  if  not,  her  silence  gave  consent.  Thus  I 
dreaded  in  place  of  wishing  for  an  answer. 

^  few  days  elapsed,  and  then  I  heard  from 
Melliahjwho  wrote  in  high  spirits.  He  had  travelled 

^^'^ct  from  London  to  the  town  of  F ,  where, 

^  ^dready  mentioned,  the  scene  had  taken  placie 
^  St,  Mary^s  Church,  and  immediately  proceeded 
^  the  post^ffice,  which,  being  kept  at  a  book- 
*^Uer's,  was  a  lounge  for  all  idlers.  He  had  not 
^^Q  long  there,  when  a  footman  in  the  Eastville 
*ivery  entered,  and  demanded  of  the  office-keeper 
^«re  there  any  letters  for  the  Terrace,  remarking, 
*  Mrs.  Waller  requested  that  you  would  not  detain 
^^  as  her  Ladyship  expects  some  of  conse- 
quence." 

Mellish  in  a  careless  tone  inquired,  ^^had  Sir 
^^gbert  returned  to  the  Terrace  V* 

The  footman  stared  at  him,  and  then  replied : 

"  No,  Sir ;  but  we  hope  he  soon  may.*^ 

Mellish,  then  by  a  coup-de-main,  took  Lady 

Eastville's  letter  from  the  office-keeper,  slipping 

mine  in  its  place.    Unsuspicious  of  the  trick,  the 

JB  3 
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messenger  immediately  depntted;  MeUsli 

employed  the  postman   to  seleofe 

While  so  engaged,  he  threw  back  Lady '. 

letter  without  looking  at  the  place  froa  wUdi  i 

was  directed ;  and,  proud  of  his 

into  the  reading-room  to  acquaint  me  witli  y 

he  had  done. 

^'Freville/'  he  wrote,  ^  this  luoky  dhaam  effDV^ 
warding  your  letter  without  delay,  augnvs  weD  to 
your  hopes.    It  would  be  an  act  of  madneii^aiA 
in  place  of  your  figuring  as  a  gallaii^  gaj  Ltiimr 
rio,  your  friends  would  be  for  loddng  yon  up  m« 
lunatic  asylum,— a  bad  way  to  enjoy*  fiHr  Bogsi'S^ 
accimiulated  wealth ; — altogether  I  ham  to  oomr 
gratulate  myself  that  there  was  no  dday,  tost  an  «K' 
press  arrived  this  morning  whidt  obliges  tu^tosat 
off  for  Worcester,  where  an  aunt  of  miM  ii  OH  ll^ 
point  of  death.    However,  under  afly  eiaqigsaqr» 
you  may  depend  upon  my  activo  fiiMidah^f  ooa-* 
sequently,  if  in  the  mean  time  I  do  nothaift'finii^ 
you,  on  the  24th  of  December,  aooordbg'^t^ 
previous  arrangements,  I  shall  bavo  all  in  ] 
ration  for  your  elopement  with  thia  Ctnb/^  *■ 

It  was  but  a  few  days  after  MdHdi  i 
London,  that  I  received  this  letter,  and  It-l 
upwards  of  a  fortnight  of  the  time  I  htd- 
for  caUing  upon  Clara.    How  oAn, 
interim,  did  I  curse  myself  for 
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diate  interview.  Positively  my 
i  the  postman  knocked,  lest  he 
sal  from  her,  amounted  to  in- 
s  fortnight  at  length  passed,  and 
tins  she  had  taoitly  consented  to 
arrangements  with  Mr.  Money- 
idiate  command  of  an  immense 
purchased  some  of  the  most 
in  London  ;  for  in  all  things  I 
the  more  exalted  mind  of  Clara 
s  vanity,  and  then  set  off  for 
;  of  spirits  to  which  no  words 
1. 

3  mail  as  far  as  York ;  on  stop- 
id  a  few  lines  from  Mellish, 
21  on  Friday  evening— it  was 
le  would  expect  me  near  the 
)vered  a  convenient  hollow  just 
ehariot  could  stand  unobserved, 
he  had  engaged  four  of  the 
England,  and  a  pair  of  trusty 
drive  us  to  the  devil  if  we 
the  way  of  fun.  In  short,  his 
I  high  glee,  and  with  true  Irish 

t  at  York,  and  next  day  rode 
iiough  I  had  but  few  acquaint- 
still,  from  the  apprehension  of 
on  who  might  recognize  me. 
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more  particularly  Doctor  Jerold,  I  did  not  ventua  n 
to  the  inn,  but,  dismissing  my  horse— which  waj 
a  hired  one — strolled  up  the  street  in  the  direc- 
tion which  led  to  the  Terrace ;  but  I  had  not  pro- 
ceeded far,  when  I  was  overtaken  by  a  sharp 
shower  of  sleet.    This  might  have  been  expected, 
as  the  weather  was  intensely  cold  and  gloomy.  I 
hurried  into   a   confectioner's   shop,  which  vas 
near,  and,  ordering  some  refreshments,  requested 
to  be  shown  a  private  apartment.    They  ushered 
me  into  one  where   there  was  a  cheerful  iiie; 
I    tried   to    drink    some  wine   and    water,  l»t 
my  agitation  was  so  powerful  I  could  not  swaSov. 
In  another  hour  my  suspense  would  be  ended, 
and   I  should   either  be  the  accepted  lover  of 
Clara,  or  banished  from  her  for  ever.    A  qoutBC 
of  an  hour  thus  passed,  and,  although  the  sket 
still  continued,  I  was  preparing  to  go,  when  I 
heard  a  horse  stop  at  the  door,  followed  by  a  itir 
in  the  shop,  then  a  voice  cried  out  :^ 

''  This  way.  Sir  Egbert ;  yon  will  find  a  fin  loA 
refreshments  in  this  apartment.'^ 

Oh  !  how  my  coward  heart  shrunk  with  shioe 
and  consternation  at  the  idea  of  meeting  him*  ' 
looked  about  to  find  some  escape;  there  wis  imM 
so  as  a  last  resource,  I  rushed  to  the  wiodoVf 
and  hid  myself  behind  the  curtaina.  AD  thv 
was  the  act  of  a  moment ;  the  next  Sir  E^^it 
entered,  and  flung  himself  into  the  Mat  I  b' 
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jost  ncated^  bat  for  some  time  I  was  too  much 
excited  to  observe  him,  though  firom  my  position 
I  had  the  power,  without  being  seen. 

He  had  turned  towards  the  table  on  which  his 
vms  rested,  his  face  buried  in  his  hands.    Near 
him,  with  a  frightened  look,  stood  the  young  girl 
who  attended  the  shop;    neither  spoke,  when 
•uddenly  he  roared  out,  "  Where  is  the  brandy  ? 
I  asked  for  brandy.*'    She  pointed  to  the  bottles 
^  ft  distant  table,  and  ran   off;    he   rose,  ap- 
proached it,  and  I  had  a  full  view  of  his  counte- 
^^ce.    Would  to  Heaven  I  had  not  seen  it !  for 
^^^r  can  I  forget  its  haggard  expression,  or  the 
^earthly  glare  of  his  eyes  as  they  glanced  wildly 
•found.    He  filled  out  a  glass  of  brandy,  swal- 
^Wed  it^  then  drank  off  another,  dashed  some 
^oney  on  the  table,  and  quitted  the  shop.     In  a 
^moments  after,  I  saw  him  gallop  off  on  his  bay 
*^^nter,  the  same  he  rode  on  the  day  he  had  saved 
^y  life,  and  had   me   conveyed   to  his  house. 
^  Watched  the  direction  he  took :  it  was  the  one 
Opposite  to  the  Terrace. 

I  did  not  witness  this  scene,  nor  the  change  in 
^ir  Egbert,  without  deep  emotion.  Good  Heaven, 
A  thought,  can  that  miserable-looking  man,  indulg- 
ing in  low  intoxication,  be  the  moral,  dignified, 
^ble.  Sir  Egbert  Eastville— the  very  pattern  of  a 
polished  gentleman,  whom  a  few  weeks  since  I 
surrounded  by  friends,  and  by  his  lovely  lady 
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and  children,  of  whom  he  wa«  ao  juttly  praud  md 
fond.  Drops  of  agony  rolled  down  my.  fhntoj 
as  conscience  whispered  ^'  yes,^  and  thoa  aiftlhl 
fell  destroyer,  the  wretch  who^  to  a  dsgnAi 
passion,  has  sacrificed  his  peace  and  hmaaw 
and  forfeited  thy  soul's  repose.  Theae  i 
were  intolerable ;  I  started  up,  rung 
for  the  attendant,  and,  assuming  a  j 
said,  ^'  Is  Sir  Egbert  Eastville  at 
at  the  Terrace?'* 

She  answered  in  a  tone  of  aurpriae, 

'*  La,  Sir !  no.  I  thought  erary  penon  kfltf 
that  he  never  resided  there  sinoe  hb  lady  pit  V 
with  the  strange  officer.*' 

'^But  I  am  a  stranger,''  I  said,  ^a  fiMud  if 
Sir  Egbert's,  and  wish  to  know  all  the  pntiflrin 
of  the  business." 

^^  La,  Sir,  it  is  so  melancholy/'  aho  anavmii 
as  she  curtsied  for  the  money  I  handed  tel 
'^  and  I  can  tell  you  all  about  it,  for  I  .an  tkl 
niece  of  Mr.  Walter,  Sir  Egbertfa  bntlar.  T«> 
must  know*' —  ,  i  • 

Before  she  could  proceed^  company  0t^lttd» 
and  she  was  called  away.  The  doi^.ifHt^t$ 
mantel-piece  chimed  the  half-lxnov  in  mMlfciPi 
should  be  with  Clara;  what  need,  tfiei^  tei>^ 
quiring?  so  I  hurried  off,  witlioat  vvtim^^^ 
further  information.  ,/     ■    -^ 

Although  not  raining  at  the 
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lailc  and  heavy,  it  appeared  as  if  every 
ey  wotdd  burst  forth,  and  there  was  a 
hig  wind.  All  this  was  a  matter  of 
ion,  as  it  rendered  me  less  open  to 
;  and  as  I  pressed  onward,  I  strove 
le  recollection  of  Sir  Egbert  by  the 
I  of  again  meeting  Clara,  and  the  un- 
ippiness  I  should  enjoy  in  her  society ; 
n.  There  was  an  oppression  on  my 
I  terrible  foreboding  of  woe.  As  I  as- 
small  hillock  which  interrupted  the 
\i  I  had  chosen,  I  saw,  but  at  a  great 
le  chariot  which  was  to  bear  Clara  and 
e  Terrace.  It  moved  slowly ;  Mellish's 
dship,  it  appeared,  had  anticipated  the 
tiaps,  discovering  it,  he  proceeded  at  a 
at  once  to  elude  observation,  and  not 
e  horses  kept  standing  in  the  cold, 
usion  seemed  satisfactory,  and  the 
'  preparations  for  the  event  exhilarated 

and  with  hghter  steps  I  bounded  for- 
reached  the  house.  How  like  a  thief 
and  felt  as  I  stood  trembling  with 
eyes    at    the    door,    summoning    up 

demand  entrance  into  the  hospitable 
here  so  lately  I  had  been  an  honoured 
t  when  at  length  I  rang  the  bell,  and 
ne   so,    looked   around,    how    was   I 

the  ravages  a  few  short  weeks  had 
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wrought !     The  beautiful  exoticsi  Clara's  peciiii*'' 
care,  lay  withered  and  scattered  on  the  stapf  # 
the  china  vases  that  had  contained  thami  duvov^ 
to  atoms ;  the  luxuriant  creepers,  lately  so  nAk 
lent  of  sweets,  lay  trailing  on  the  ground,  mkm 
the  slope  of  the  walk  opposite  the  windo«i.flCif 
apartment  I   had  occupied,  rank  weeds  ipPf  ; 
up     amongst    the    knots    of    Bwmgnmm  ml  \ 
flower-baskets.      It  was  not  tbe  deaohlioi'if  ' 
winter    alone    that     reigned    at    the' Tmoi^ 
but  of  neglect,  of  recklessness,— the 
which  proceeds  from  the  Intter 
of  knowing,  that  the  crushed  heart  of  its  pm- 
sessor    no    longer    expanded    to    the   besriW 
pleasures  of  nature. 

^'  This  is  unl)earab1e,''  I  said,  aa  none  qppcVBl 
to  attend,  and  obeying  the  impulse  of  my  lapi- 
tience,  my  first  soft,  low  ring  was  aoooeededbf  i 
loud  one.  This  answered,  the  door 
open,  and  a  porter  in  the  Eiastville 
making  some  apology  for  not  hnim 
attended. 

'^  It  is  of  no  consequence,'^  I  wM, 
speak  boldly ; ''  but  is  lAdy  Eaatvaia  at 

'^  Yes,  Sir ;  but  as  she  has  been  aft  i 
never  admits  company.  Shall  I 
and  he  opened  his  book.  .  •«  i    ji^^^ 

'^Is  she  confined  to  her  a] 
manded,  no  longer  able  to  oom] 
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t  so/'  he  answered;  ''but  since  the  late 
lant  family  events^  she  seldom  receives 
f  more  especially  now  as,  I  believe,  she 
oon  to  quit  the  Terrace, 
ped  a  guinea  into  his  hand,  for  his  words 
me  of  some  fearful  apprehensions,  which 
had  hung  about  my  heart,  though  I  dared 
mpt  to  embody  them.  Turning  to  him,  I 

10  kind  as  to  go  yourself  and  acquaint  her 
p,  that  I  have  come  from  London  on 
of  the  utmost  importance.^' 
loney  had  gained  his  good  will,  and  he 

il  I  not  announce  your  name.  Sir  ?'' 
8  needless,''  I  answered,  ''unless  Lady 
5  refuses  to  see  me." 

)wed,  retired,  and  in  less  time  than  I  had 
ed  returned  to  say : 

pleased,  Sir,  to  enter,  and  her  Ladyship 
ad  you  in  a  few  moments.*' 
not  express  my  pleasure  as  I  followed 
B  ushered  me  into  the  dining-room, 
in  refreshments,  stirred  up  the  fire,  every 
then  casting  furtive  glances  towards  me 
kl  up  and  down^  to  wile  away  the  anxious 
t  was  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  he  had 
iny  one  appeared,  and  positively  the  pro- 
ience  which  reigned  throughout  the  house. 
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and  the  howling  of  the  blast  without^  as  it  rodke^^ 
through  the  withered  leaves^  were  perfooliy  afpiUI 
ling,  while  everything  else  helped  to  incnflM  tfi^j 
nervous  weakness  to  which  I  was  reduoed.  Ii 
looking  out  of  one  of  the  windowi,  wliea  I-j 
denly  heard  the  door  open,  and  tlMn  qnioUy  dote 
it  was,  it  must  be  Clara.  I  spnng  fbrtnpd  o^ 
stood  before— not  Clara,  but  a  ta^ 
elderly  looking  lady.  The  shock,  the  i 
ment  was  too  great;  I  staggered  bade  aon^ 
steps,  gazing  at  her  without  the  powo;  to  j 
although  I  saw  she  eyed  me  with 
tion.  She  was  the  first  to  break  nlenoe  by 
saying : 

^  You  sent  ]to  see  me  on  ^ 
may  I  request  to  know  the  name  of  tiha 
who  honours  me  ?'^ 

I  bowed,  but  remained  speechhe^ 

'<  Good  Heaven,  speak  V*  she  cried.  « ] 
accident  happened  to  Sir  Egbert  or  Ua  boy%Sr? 
Tou  terrify  me  beyond  belief  bftida  ■jdwiiim 
silence.^ 

''  Let  me  not  alarm  you^  Madam/^  InplM.^  I 
know  of  nothing  that  could  mdharfOfli  Wkmmfi 
but  there  is  some  mistake.  I 
Lady  Eastville,  who  is  a  very  old  \ 
and  I  have  something  to  comn 
a  connexion  of  hers  which  I 
resting.^'  * .  ift%liV  I 
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The  lady  sighed,  and  then  said : 

^  You  are,  I  should  think.  Sir  Freville  Deer- 

I  coloured  with  confusion. 

^*  Sit  down/'  she  said  in  a  kind  tone,  rolling  a 
^air  towards  me,  "  and  here,  take  this,"  and  she 
^^anded  me  a  glass  of  wine. 

I  attempted  to  swallow  it,  but  could  not ;  and 
tlien  in  a  husky  voice  exclaimed : 

^  Now^  Madam,  it  is  your  turn  to  alarm  me.  Is 
lady  Eastvilie  ill,  or  does  she  indeed  refuse  to 
see  me?*' 

^I  am  the  Dowager  Lady  Eastvilie,''  she 
replied  mildly,  **  Sir  Egbert's  aunt-in-law,  and  in 
that  all  this  cruel  mistake  originates.'^ 

^'Is  Clara,  Sir  Egbert's  wife,  hereP'  I  said 
impatiently,  rising  as  I  spoke  to  ring  the  bell ; 
then,  aware  of  my  impetuosity,  by  way  of  an 
excuse  I  continued,  '^  Sir  Roger  Deerhurst  is 
dead,  and  as  he  was  her  connexion,  and  as  he 
has  left  unbounded  wealth,  I  must  see  her,  for 
I  am  his  heir." 

Lady  Eastvilie  stood  up,  followed  me,  looked 
wistfully  in  my  face,  then  grasping  my  wrist,  in 
low,  distinct  accents  said  : 

**  Young  man,  great  as  have  been  your  errors, 
still  I  pity  you ;  for  alas !  I  know  what  it  is  to  lose 
those  we  love.    Clara,  Sir  Egbert's  wife,  is  dead." 

She  had  only  whispered  this  fatal  sentence,  and 
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you  ;^*  and  1  made  an  effort  to  bow 
from  the  room  with  perfect  composui 

I  had  a  sensation  as  if  I  should  fall 
earth,  and  I  tramped  my  feet  stea 
ground,  and  stretched  out  my  arms  to 
self;  and  thus  I  moved  forward,  un 
the  storm  of  sleet  and  snow  that  rei{ 
unconscious  of  everything  but  the  fen 
Clara,  Sir  Egbert's  wife,  is  dead — and 
borne  on  the  wings  df  the  wind. 

I  had  only  reached  the  avenue  whc 
rushed  after  me  with  my  hat,  which  1 
ten.  As  he  spoke  I  gaied  unconado 
and  he  placed  it  on  my  head,  ofieiinj 
brella,  which  I  motioned  away.  As  I 
saw  him  and  the  children  of  the  lo< 
me,  and  laugh.  I  heeded  them  not,  bi 
my  path,  unconscious  whither  it  led* 
was  rapidly  closing,  and  the   storm 
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foaming  horses  passed  over  my  face.  Loud  voices 
called  to  go  out  of  the  way,  or  I  should  be  rolled 
orer ;  bat  had  an  earthquake  shaken  the  world  to 
its  centre,  I  had  not  sense  nor  a  wish  to  protect 
myself.  The  cracking  of  whips,  the  exclamations, 
nay,  curses  of  men  increased :  then  rude  hands 
dragged  me — I  fell  to  the  earth — I  saw  the  flash 
of  lights — felt  my  arm  held  tight,  my  coat  torn 
off— a  warm  stream  gushed  forth,  I  breathed  more 
^y,  grew  deadly .  sick,  then  all  consciousness 
vanished. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

It  was  very  late  on  the  foUowingmonu^g 
recovered  from  the  effects  of  a 
that  had  been  administered.     I  fidt 
weak  and  languid,  and  there  was  a 
sion  in  my  head,  but  still  my  reooUectun  of  Ai 
past  day,  until  I  fell  on  the  road,  was  pofccHf 
vivid — alas !  the  awful  fact  of  Clara's  dsadi  eorii 
never,  under  any  circumstanoes,  be  foigottsu,  At 
the  time  I  awoke,  I  found  myself  reoUiiing  os  i 
couch  in  the  apartment  I  had  fonnerlj  ooeiipM 
in  Dr.  Jerold's  house.  My  left  arm,  from  wMeh  it 
appeared  I  had  been  profusely  bled,  was  stipporled 
in  a  shng.    Opposite  to  me  sat  Charles  MeUist^ 
looking  very  pale,  and  with  an  air  of  deep  dejection  ' 
very  unlike  his  usually  gay,  smiling  countenanDe* 
Addressing  him  in  a  tone  of  profQund  gad^lj^ 
exclaimed : 

^^Oh!  Mellish,  is  not  this  a  sad  condasio^ 
of  our  adventure  ?  To  think  that  Clara,  so  brigH 
so  beautiful,  should  be  '^  I  could  not  fiiu^ 
the  sentence,  but  uttering  convulsive  groanSiCOEt- 
tinned :  ^^  At  the  very  moment  I  was  antidpating 
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le  raptures  of  our  meeting,  she  was  lying  in  the 
'W  earth.  Mellish,  you  cannot  wish  me  to 
rvive  this  terrible  grief/' 

^It  is  indeed  awful/'  he  answered,  mournfully, 
Ad  at  present  I  am  almost  as  unequal  as  your- 
f  to  dwell  upon  the  recollection.  Let  us  then^ 
^e,  converse  upon  some  other  subject/' 
'Impossible,"  I  answered,  vehemently;  ''it, 
i  it  alone,  engrosses  me.  In  the  shock  of  hear- 
of  ibe  event,  I  was  so  bereft  of  reflexion  that 
as  incapable  of  making  any  inquiries  as  to  the 
ieohurs — yet  I  would  willingly  learn  all;  nay, 
not  hesitate  to  acquaint  me.  I  know  Clara, 
soul's  idol,  is  gone  for  ever,  and,  knowing 
y  nothing  now  can  either  soothe  or  add  to  my 
Jtion." 

is  countenance  was  almost  convulsed  with 
ition,  and  it  was  some  time  before  he  an- 
ed ;  then  he  said : 

Freville,  from  the  inmost  recesses  of  my  soul 
apassionate  you;  the  unfortunate  lady  expired 
»  than  a  fortnight  ago :  the  exact  circum- 
»8  attending  her  death  you  must  inquire  of 
Fcrold." 

k  fortnight  ago,"  I  reiterated, "  then  probably 
did  not  receive  my  accursed  letter.  Oh, 
1  had  she  received  it  at  the  hour  of  approaching 
lation,  how  her  pure  soul  would  have  shud- 
i  at  my  guilt !     Mellish,  think  you  what  can 
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have  become  of  the  hateful  scroll?  MedunbAe 
knowledge  of  Sir  Egbert's  reading  it  would  lil 
bitterness,  even  to  my  present  regrets.^ 

Mellish,  who  had  quitted  his  seat^  and  nt 
standing  in  the  window  with  his  back'tnaei 
towards  me,  did  not  answer,  until  I  again  inp* 
tiently  addressed  him ;  he  then  replied : 

<'  The  letter  is  now  in  Dr.  Jerold'a  hands.'  Oft 
that  head  I  was  as  much,  nay,  more  to  bhrnslfai 
yourself.  You,  at  least,  had  passioii  aa  an 
but  I  had  no  motive,  no  object,  but  an 
able,  profligate  levity .''    Saying  theae  wwdi^  hi 
paced  up  and  down  the  room. 

'^  Was  her  death  sudden,^'  I  inqnind  in  a  (oae 
of  anguish,  ^^  or  did  the  amdety^  and  aonoWi  m1 
mortification  to  which  I  exposed  ha  pieaa  on  kr 
spirits  and  destroy  her?  If -so  I  am  n 
the  worst  of  murderers." 

He  rested  his  head  on  the  mani 
said  in  low  accents :  "  Preville,  add  not  horror  to 
the  hapless  lady's  loss  by  this  wild  talk ;  hJM 
death,  I  believe,  was  sudden,     Siirely  it  matteis 
not  how  it  occurred ;  we  had  far  better  not  d' 
on  her  meniory." 

*'  Ay,*'  I  cried  vehemently,  « in  small 
like  yours  we  banish  the  unpleasant  thought ;  bat 
where  the  whole  soul  is  engrossed  with  the  feel* 
ing,  we  cling  to  our  despair^  and  even  in  her  gn^ 
the  memory  of  Clara  ia  dearer  to  me  than  all  ^ 
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worid  contains.  Indulge  me,  then,  by  en- 
iMging  on  every  circumstance  attending  her 
illness:  let  me  not  think  she  died  neglected,  un- 
happy. Was  her  little  girl  restored  to  her  care  ? 
or,  perhaps,  she  lost  her,  and  that  preyed  on  her 
health  ?'' 

^  The  child  still  lingers,''  said  Mellish,  sadly ; 
''but  Jerold  thinks  she  cannot  struggle  on  much 
longer.  Sir  Egbert  was  fixed  in  his  resolve  on 
that  subject,  and  never  allowed  her  to  return  to 
the  Terrace.'* 

*  Monster  of  cruelty  !*'  I  exclaimed,  "  to  sepa- 
nte  an  amiable  mother  from  her  sick  child.  But 
J  rejoice  to  say  he  is  justly  punished ;  for  by 
Aance  I  saw  him  yesterday,  and  never  did  I  be- 
hold such  a  spectacle  of  human  woe.*'  This  was 
•id  with  the  malice  of  a  fiend. 

A  flush  of  anger  dyed  the  face  of  Mellish,  be- 
*w«  so  pale ;  he  looked  fiercely,  then  addressing 
'^  in  a  severe,  solemn  tone,  said :  "  As  your 
P^taer  in  guilt  I  would  sympathize  with  you; 
OQt  this  injustice  on  your  part  must  excite  the 
•hhorrence  of  all  men.  Freville,  you  and  I  have 
°^  the  aggressors,  not  the  truly  unfortunate  and 
'^^ved  Sir  Egbert.'* 

^  Tou  are  right,  Mellish,"  I  said,  reaching  out 
^y  hand  5  ^^  my  best  firiend,  excuse  me,  my  mind 
'Herders  on  the  verge  of  madness." 

He  shook  my  hand  warmly,  exclaiming :  '^  No, 

VOL.  II.  p 


9S  THE    DEERHURSTS. 

Freville,  I  have  proved  myself  aDythbg  but 
judicious  friend.  Far  from  dissuading  you  apP^ 
your  illicit  and  most  unhappy  attachimmt,  I  ^^ 
couraged  you  in  it  by  my  advice,  iod 
the  abettor  of  your  wild  project;  but  t 
been  my  punishment,  and  sincere  shall 
penitence."    On  uttering  these  words  he 
from  the  apartment. 

Soon  after.  Doctor  Jerdd entered.  I] 
receive  him  and  express  my  thanks  lor  Us^i 
tions;  but  he  returned  my  advances  widi si 
stately  bow.  He  looked  miserably  ill :  kialHtBi^ 
were  quite  pallid  end  rigid,  I  sunk  bade  tmis§  | 
seat;  he  stood  with  his  back  to  the  fire,  and  tluP  J 
we  both  remained  for  a  full  half  hour  wittoit  i 
speaking  to,  or  looking  at  eadb  other.    Alks^  I 
he  rung  the  beU,  ordered  luncheon,  and  adnacaD|^ 
close  to  me,  said :  '*  Mr.  Deerhurst,  do  you  find 
your  arm  painful  P     I  answered  in  the  n^tim^ 
"Will  you  permit  me  to  feel  your  wiistr  13 
reached  out  my  arm.    ^  Ah !  this  Is    wdl,^  m\ 
said,  '^  you  are  not  very  feveriabj  so  I  think  i 
out  danger  you  may  leave  here  lo-night.^^  Al  I 
instant  the  footman  entered,     '^Tell  Mr,  Md 
lish,"  he  said  addressing  him,  ^^that  his  friaod  ii 
quite  able  to  travel,  so  by  atinset  this  aftemooa, 
he  may  have  all  in  preleratiooi  for  his  deptf- 
ture.'^ 

Although  nothing  in  the  intensity  of  my  j 
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could  much  affect  me,  still  Doctor  Jerold's  auste- 
rity and  impatience  to  get  me  out  of  his  house 
offended  me,  and  I  said  coldly :  **  I  fear  I  have 
keen  a  great  intruder  on  your  hospitality.  I  can 
<^y  regret  it,  and  in  apologising,  assure  you  I  am 
■till  ignorant  how  I  came  here/^ 

He  answered  in  a  stem  tone,  '*  Sir  Freville, 
^  the  time,  I  believe,  that  you  possessed  little  con- 
Kiomness,  so  will  now  explain  the  circumstance. 
^  your  quitting  the  Terrace  yesterday  evening, 
^  Dowager   Lady  Eastville,  shocked   at  your 
Verity  in  coming  to  this  neighbourhood,  and 
teriified  lest  you    might   encounter  Sir  Egbert 
^ken  the  most  fatal  consequences   must  have 
been  the  result,  sent  off  an  express  to  acquaint 
me  and  to  entreat  that  I  would  find  you  out  and 
jwerail  on  you  to  quit  Yorkshire.    Sir  Freville, 
although  from  my  knowledge  of  your  character, 
few  acts  of  yours,  however  reckless,  could  sur- 
prise me,  still  I  had  not  anticipated  your  visit  to 
the  Terrace.    It  seems,  however,  you  were  unac- 
quainted with  the  sad  event  which  has  so  deeply 
aflBicted  us  all."    He  sighed  audibly,  and  then 
continued  speaking  very   rapidly,  ^'No   sooner 
did  her  Ladjrship's  express  reach  me,  than  I  set 
off;  bat  had  not  proceeded  far,  when  the  coach- 
man called  out  that  there  was  a  drunken  man  on 
the  road,  and  that  he  could  not  stop  the  horses; 
happily  I  possess  great  presence  of  mind,  and  am 

F  2 
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accustomed  to  contingencies,  so  I  sprang  o^  "  I 
literally  dragged  you  into  a  ditch^  else  in  le^^  1 
than  a  moment  you  must  have  been  crashed  to 
death/' 

''  Would  to  heaven  that  I  had  V'  I  exclaimed 
fervently. 

"  God  did  not  so  will  it/*  was  his  cold  leplf- 
^^  My  horses  proceeded  rapidly  for  sometime|iBd 
I  was  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to  act,  when  qipor* 
tunely  I  saw  a  chariot-and-four  dashing  along.  I 
loudly  hailed  it ;  it  proved  to  be  your  friend,  Mr- 
Mellish,  returning  from  his  friendly  and  libertiii0 
adventure.  On  the  lamps  being  lighted,  we  dii- 
covered  it  was  you  whose  life  I  had  saved.  Toi^ 
had  received  no  injury,  but  as  you  were  mneb 
convulsed,  I  bled  you  in  the  arm ;  and  as  yooT' 
appearing  at  the  hotel  would  awaken  great  en--- 
riosity,  I  ordered  you  to  be  removed  here.  Mf 
housekeeper  is  the  only  one  of  my  present  domet' 
tics  who  has  ever  seen  you ;  and  as  I  can  depeA 
upon  her  secresy,  the  rumour  of  your  arrival  v^ 
not  likely  to  spread/' 

In  a  subdued  voice  I  said,  ^*  Then,  Doctori  to 
much  past  kindness,  I  have  now  to  thank  yon  fif 
saving  my  life,  valueless  as  I  hold  it«^ 

He  answered  petulantly,  and  catting  on  me** 
look  of  ineffable  contempt :  ^  Tonng  man^  mtfi^ 
me ;  when  at  some  risk  I  sprang  from  my  (^^ 
riage  to  save  a  fellow-creature  firom  a  fn^^f^ 
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death,  I  faiew  not  it  was  you ;  had  I,  my  limbs 
would  not  have  obeyed  the  impulse  of  my  charity, 
Mid  you  must  have  perished.    But,  Sir  Freville 
Deerhjirst,  mistake  me  not  for  your  friend,  for 
there  Kves  not  the  man  I  more  utterly  despise, 
wiy,  abhor.    Circumstances  threw  you  under  my 
protection,  and  the  duties  of  my  profession  com- 
pelled me  to  grant  you  assistance.    These  obliga- 
tions are  now  at  an  end,  and  as  soon  as  the  dark- 
new  of  the  night    favours    your   escape    from 
Miration,  you  quit  this  house  for  ever.     May 
I  never  again  behold  you;  but  should  chance 
*^Cf  throw  us  together — and  chance  alone,  on  my 
^de,  ever  can — ^presume  not,  dare  not,  to  claim 
®®  Hs  an  acquaintance,  or  I  will  proclaim  you 
^ud  as  a  villain — the  most  persevering  of  vil- 

Come,  come,  Doctor,'^  I  exclaimed,  starting 
'P*  **  whatever  my  acts,  you  have  no  right  to  use 
^^  opprobrious  words ;  and  I  shall  demand  and 
^^^ct,  before  an  hour  hence,  the  satisfaction  to 
^^l  such  language  entitles  me/* 

^one  of  your  bullying  looks  at  me.  Sir  Fre- 
'^>^'  he  retorted.  "  This  fatal  letter  is  your 
^^^ation,  and  my  defence  for  an  excess  of  pas- 
^>  which  under  less  provocation,  I  admit,  would 
^^  been  insulting  and  ungentlemanly.'^  He 
^^d  from  his  pocket  my  letter  to  Clara ;  it  was 
^tly  crushed  and  torn.    As  he  handed  it  to  me 
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he  seemed  much  affected,  and  in  a  soUMlvatt 
said,  '^Here,  this  is  yours;  I  would  Hit  hifslMi 
its  author  for  ten  times  the  weaHh  jou  OOTpQ^ 
sess.  In  her  dying  hour.  Lady  EaafcfiUerabml 
it  to  you,  with  her  full  foiy?euess  for  all1ked» 
grace  and  misery  you  had  broug^  on  her.  Bat 
it  is  for  God  not  me  to  judge  between  yoiL'' 

He  was  hurrying  from  the  apaitqMOty  ivImdI 
called  out : 

^'  Doctor  Jerold,  are  you  insenaible  to  mj  of- 
ferings ?  Will  you  not  reflect  on  my  nnooatiot 
lable  passion,  and  tell  me  all  abont  aiy  W 
CUra?" 

<*  Yours  she  never  was  1'^  he  rTrlaimri  pmioi 
ately.    '*  Others  may  believe  her  guilty,  but  ml 
I  know  her  angel  voice  never  uttered  a  j 
Andy  Sir  Freville,  can  you  so  far  moc 
and  me,  as  to  uphold  passion  as  an 
crime?     That,  indeed,  would  level  aU 
Suppose  riches  your  passion,  are  yoatai  I 
a  man's  house  and  rob  him  7    If  omelCf,  (mi^ 
to  torture  him  ?  Strange  pervemem^  to  CiflfcAWi'' 
round  some  of  our  vices,  and  yet  .i 
at  the  very  idea  of  practising  ot 
pable  in  the  eyes  of  Gk)d,  i 
tive  in  society.** 

**  I  spoke  to  a  man  who  never  l9ni§{W^^' 
sequently  can  have  no  sympallij  iMl  MMf^*^ 
answered.    ^'  Still,  Doctor  Jeralf|»  ^9Kmr$00^' 
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solve  to  lefiue  satisfaction,  you  should  be  careful 
iu)t  to  insult ;  and  I  must  say,  it  is  unmanly  and 
iingeneroas  to  treat  me  in  this  manner,  when  I 
hvrt  no  power  of  escape — moreover,  under  your 
own  roof." 

Tn  some  respect/'  he  answered,  **you  are 
right  But,  Sir  Frevillei  your  own  words  are  my 
oxcnae;  my  excessive  passion  was  uncontrollable, 
>Dd  under  its  influence  I  rudely  insulted  you/' 

''You  do  not  admit  it  as  such,"  I  replied 
niDcnly, 

**  No,  and  for  that  reason  I  regret  it  has  led  me 
^forget  the  respect  due  to  myself  by  speaking  to 
^U  in  such  language ;  and  as  I  will  not  fight,  I 
Pologize  for  the  same/'  With  these  words  he 
etired, 

Mellish  soon  after  joined  me.  I  acquainted 
^  with  Jerold's  rudeness,  requesting  he  would 
1^  me  how  to  act,  as  I  considered  I  ought  to 
^ispel  him  to  a  duel. 

He  answered  gravely,  '*  Freville,  I  see  through 
^ur  object.  In  the  anguish  of  your  mind,  you 
lold  gladly  fight,  in  the  desperate  hope  of  being 
ot" 

I  interrupted  him,    exclaiming  with  vivacity, 
Fou  are  right,  Mellish  ;  the  most  painfid  death 
are  preferable  to  my  irremediable  sorrow.*' 
*  It  may  be  so  to  your  present  view,"  he  re- 
ed in  the  same  tone  ;  '^  but  it  were  in  vain  to 
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<<  Good  heaven !   Freville,''  he  CMd  niA  m- 
creased  agitation^  <' there  is    no  mjiterf;  ilif 
admit    these    strange  fandet  ?    Foiget  yoa  At 
position  you  held  was  as  the  lover^  not  relative  of 
Lady    Eastville  ?     Reflect    upon    all    that  \m 
occurred,  and  then,  even  in  the  present  Jbtti^ 
tion  of  your  mind,  you  must  admit  that  < 
prudence  and  delicacy  forbid  any  person  < 
nicating  with  you  or  me  on  the  subject.    Hot- 
ever,  I  am  ready  to  expldn  how  I  first  lesnedtk 
sad  event ;  and  then  by  our  past  friendnhip,  I 
entreat  of  you  not  to  renew  the  subject.    Toam 
aware  that  I   was  proceeding  to  the  nppdatii 
spot,  a  hollow,  near  the  stile  leading  into  the  biii 
ground  of  the  Terrace.     Welli  in  my  impstintf 
after  the  mad  ft*oUc,  I  was  a  full  hoar  too  eidji 
this  annoyed  me,  and  for  the  first  time  I  bcgn  tB 
reflect  on  what  might  be  the  resolt  if  Lady  Ent- 
ville  despised  your  advances,  or  Sir  Egbert  A- 
covered  them.    To  relieve  these  nn^leBsant  ■(- 
gestions,  and  also  to  drive  off  the  intense  ooUjfJf 
I  was  chilled  from  travelling  aU  nig^— I  igiilli^ 
to  walk  forward,  ordering  the  diaiiot  to 
slowly,  and  giving  my  worlliy  aai 
what  answers  to  make  should  any  inqoiiisi  kP - 
made.      I  had  not  proceeded  &r,  ytrbuoi  I  mmtut/ 
by  Mr.  Collet,  better  known  by  tfaAiMiM.iflQH* 
Dick  Collet.     He  had  firequendj  finad  #(41^ 
mess,  and  being  as  jolly  a  huntanuBi  i 
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was  a  grest  finrourite.  He  immediately  recognized 
ose;  we  got  into  conversation,  and — and — and,  in 
slnrt,  FreviUe,  he  told  me  that  Lady  Eastville  had 
been  dead  upwards  of  a  fortnight !  It  matters  not 
ivhat  I  felt  at  the  information ;  your  own  regret 
vu  scarcely  less  vivid.  As  soon  as  I  could  dis- 
esgage  myself  from  Dick  Colleti  I  returned  to  the 
sbriot  Solicitous  to  be  the  first  to  acquaint,  or 
^er  to  break  to  you  the  sad  truth,  I  ordered  the 

Den  to  drive  to  F ,  thinking  we  might  meet 

^  the  road ;  but  unacquainted  with  the  way,  they 
tH)k  a  circuit.    Enough,  you  know  the  rest/' 
Before  I  could  answer.  Doctor  Jerold  entered. 
^t  was  evidently  much  excited.    Addressing  us, 
ftsaid: 

^Gentlemen^  circumstances  have  led  to  my 
Lvbg  Sir  Freville  Deerhurst's  life,  and  treating 
^  both  with  hospitality ;  in  return,  I  have  a 
quest  to  make,  one  which  none  but  ruffians 
nJd  refuse.'' 

^ Speak,  Doctor  Jerold/'  Mellish replied ;  "and 
<nawer  for  myself,  you  shall  be  obeyed." 
Be  actually  clasped  his  hands  and  groaned  as 
'  called  out,  "  It  is  that  you  both  quit  this  neigh- 
'Urhood,  this  country,  without  further  delay. 
>t  half-an-hour  since.  Sir  Egbert  Eastville  rode 
^  this  house,  on  his  way  to  the  Terrace.  Should 
there.  Sir  Freville,  learn — and  who  can  depend 
servants  ?-— of  your  visit,  lost  as  he  is,  the 


Mellish  would  have  replied  by  tl 
assurances ;  but  Jerold,  who  appeared 
tracted,  called  out : 

^^  Away !  away !  your  departure  is 
guarantee  for  your  future  good  conduct 

So  saying,  he  led  us  down  stairs,  and 
patience^  acted  the  footman,  forcing 
chariot  door.  We  entered;  he  bade 
and  in  a  few  moments  the  foifir  apanldn 
which  Mellish  had  so  gaily  boasted,  an 
my  mad  vanity  I  expected  wooldhave  I 
to  my  arms,  rapidly  conveyed  us  from 
of  my  guilty  and  fatal  passion. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

^^  attempt  to  describe  my  unspeakable  afflio- 
'  for  Clara  must  prove  fruitless.  Those  who, 
Icath,  have  been  torn  from  their  best  beloved, 
too  well  comprehend  its  extent;  and  to  the 
^  fortunate  or  less  sensitive,  its  expression 
Id  appear  as  the  exaggeration  of  fancy  or  of 
"Wrought  sensibility ;  besides,  mine  was  not  a 
inon  bereavement,  for  independent  of  the 
filial  passion  with  which  her  superior  love- 
^  had  inspired  me,  Clara  was  linked  to  my 
t*— to  my  memory,  by  all  the  associations  of 
icy,  of  boyhood,  of  departed  friends.  Thus 
I  I  lost  her,  earth  seemed  desolate  of  all 
rxnent,  and,  however  contradictory  my  subse- 
t  conduct  may  appear,  and  however  the 
^s  which  I  have  to  relate  may  seem  a  mockery 
Xe  sincerity  of  my  love  and  grief,  still  they 
1:  knew  diminution. 

n  quitting  Doctor  Jerold's,  Mellish  and  I 
^^eded  to  London.    Arrived  there,  trembling 
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for  my  healthy  he  called  in  Abernethyi  wliOi  po^ 
haps  from  caprice  had  taken  a  fkncy  to  mc^  wai 
treated  me  with  the  greatest  kindness.    At  tint 
he  ordered  me  to  the  country^and  I  removed  tott 
elegant  residence  on  the  banks  of  theThsme^ 
about  nine  miles  from  Richmond;  but  tbere  I 
could  not  stay :  the  spring  was  just  openings  as' 
every  bird,  every  flower,  nay^  ihe  stazry  hemni   . 
and  the  verdure  of  the  fields^— in  short  all  con- 
nected with  nature  and  nature's  Gk>d^  broa|^ 
Clara  in  full  force  to  my  mind,  and  like  oos 
demented  I  fled  back  to  town  and  there  I  nuhed 
into   dissipation  —  into  vice;   but  though  erea 
frenzy  could  not  associate  the  idea  of  her  with  sucb 
scenes,  they  failed  to  excite  or  amuse  me.    B«t 
it  is  absurd  to  follow  up  the  abenetioiis  of  my 
despair. 

After  a  few  months  I  became  moieeeliiiroiie 
good  sprung  from  the  intensity  of  my  i 
I  struggled  to  banish  all  thoughts  of  dan,  < 
sequently  shunned  every  object^  every  sdijsi^ 
connected  with  her  memory ;  in  this  I  was.  siM 
by  Abemethy^s  advice,  as  well  as  "Hwii^  asM^ 
ance.  Mellish,  too,  although  his.  once  gay  spiiiu 
were  quite  gone,  strove  to  cheer  me^  and  for 
purpose  more  than  once  entreated  that  I 
see  my  former  companioni  Thonm  La  Ft 
who  was  then  in  London,  highly  esteemed  m  a 
divine,  and  very  solicitous  to  sOotbe  my  afflictiaa 
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1  leiigioiM  hope.  But  I,  somewhat  haughtily, 
nnied  the  very  idea,  for  unfortunately  spiritual 
insolation  was  connected  in  my  mind  with  the 
ilgtf  canting  of  Lieutenant  Dolly,  who,  weak 
id  UDeducated,  had  become  a  writer  of  penny 
^  and  a  chanter  of  canticles,  the  latter 
loiring  the  inspirations  of  Bacchus.  The  sanc- 
ied  manner  in  which  this  presumptuous  lot, 
ted  against  every  other  vice,  while  he  nightly 
lalged  in  the  degrading  one  of  intoxication, 
M  striving  to 

Compound  for  sins,  he  was  inclin'd  to. 
By  damning  those  he  had  no  mind  to, 

I'ded  constant  amusement  to  the  mess,  and 
^ppily  the  contempt  which  should  have  been 
ly  confined  to  the  individual,  in  our  unre- 
^ing  folly  cast  a  shade  of  ridicule  on  the  sacred 
iect,  so  profanely  treated;  thus  I  actually 
^ed  with  scorn  from  the  thoughts  of  La 
^ck  and  prayer. 

^ile  I  was  thus  solely  engrossed  by  my  own 
Vidual  sorrow,  Europe  was  still  suffering  from 
^e  ravages  and  horrors  of  the  Peninsular  war. 
'Tnethy  took  advantage  of  this  to  press  on  me 
effeminate  selfishness,  nay,  cowardice  of  re- 
tung  tranquilly  at  home,  pining  after  an  irre- 
liable  loss,  while  thousands  of  my  compatriots 
*«  fighting  for  their  country^s  glory.    On  this 
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subject  Mellish,  who  was  aUttosI  in 
corps  having  been  ordered  to  countiy  qmt 
Scotland,  was  still  more  doqiuml^  till  ran 
their  representations,  and  my  own  aidei 
after  some  excitement  poweifiil  €noii|^  to 
from  my  thoughts  of  Claim,  whidi  in  ^^  c 
efforts  to  elude  them,  punned  me  like  a  pi 
I  resolved  to  take  some  meaanrea  to  be 
Spain.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  widi  n 
mand  of  money,  promotion  was  eaaily  ofa 
with  it  and  Mr.  Moneymore's  aaaiatanoi^  n 
quite  conversant  with  all  manner  of  bnaim 
was  then  the  most  obseqtdona  abnre  to  my 
I  was  soon  gazetted  for  a  troop  in  Uie  -^  i 
and  at  the  same  time  Melliah  to  anodier 
—  Dragoons.  From  the  peiiod  of  Sr  ! 
death,  I  had  purposed  pordiadng  his  pton 
and  advancing  his  fortune;  He  feoetved  ill 
pliment  from  me  with  ezpresaiani  of  heartl 
titude,  and  with  that  noble  generosity  of  ch 
which  did  not  shrink  from  accepting  a  favq 
a  man  whom  he  then  esteemed,  and  oi^ 
had  our  fortunes  been  reversed,  he  Wi 
willingly  have  conferred  the  same  kindnesi 
Shortly  after  obtaining  his  troop^  MeUi^ 
his  corps,  then  in  Ciudad  Rodrtgo,  w1 
Wellington  was  si&sembUng  his  forces ; 
the  command  of  that  experienced  Genei^ 
ceeded  to  Salamanca,  from  whence,  ba\iii| 
the  French,  they  crossed  the  Doxiro  |  bi 
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my  intention  to  follow  the  army's  route.  From 
Valladolid,  Mellish  wrote  to  me,  enthusiastically 
describing  the  stirring  events  of  the  campaign, 
iod  dwelling  on  the  benefit  his  spirits  had  derived 
from  constant  employment  and  excitement.  After 
tliis,  at  the  memorable  battle  of  Yittoria,  he  so 
&tingTiished  himself  as  to  obtain  the  notice  and 
Approbation  of  his  Commander,  the  accounts  of 
^uch  reached  me  through  the  public  papers,  as 
Ik  was  far  too  modest  to  boast,  even  to  me,  of  his 
•ncccss. 

These  accounts  so  flattering  to  Mellish,  and  the 
pride  which  I  experienced  at  England's  triumphs, 
moused  me  from  the  hopeless  despondency  into 
which  I  was  so  rapidly  sinking ;  and  although  the 
*«ve  of  absence  granted  on  account  of  my  delicate 
'^th,  wanted  some  three  weeks  of  being  expired, 
'  i^esolved  to  set  off  immediately  and  join  my 
®^s  which  was  then  lying  before  Taragona, 
^der  the  command  of  Lord  William  Bentinck. 

It  were  at  once  tedious  and  uninteresting  to 
^ter  into  any  detail  of  a  war,  with  every  circum- 
'^^^cc  of  which,  and  their  consequent  results,  all 
^^iX)pe  are  intimately  acquainted.  So  passing 
^^»  the  unsuccessful  attack  upon  Taragona,  our 
'^^^t^t  to  Alicant,  and  subsequent  movements, 
"'Uing  all  of  which,  firom  my  military  knowledge 
*^^  experience,  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  gain 
^^  approbation  and  confidence  of  Lord  William 
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Bentinck^  I  shall  at  once  come  to  Toolooie,  it 
whose  desperate  and  most  sangoinaiy  battk^  tb 
hero  Wellington  added  another  wreath  to  tni 
former  victories,  exalting  England  above  iD 
European  nations. 

It  is  needless  to  add  that  the  capture  of 
Toulouse  closed  the  campaign  ;  it  took  plaee  oo 
the  tenth  of  April,  and  on  the  eleventh  inteDigence 
reached  that  Bonaparte  was  dethroned.  Tbd  io- 
portant  news  was  immediately  commmiicatad  to 
the  French  Generals ;  but  Soult,  on  our  autbority, 
disdaining  to  credit  the,  to  him,  terrible  hA, 
at  his  command,  the  French  r^sed  to  lay  don 
their  arms.  This  to  me  proved  unfortunate.  I  IumI 
escaped  unhurt  from  the  bloody  field  of  TouloMy 
but  that  evening,  being  engaged  in  a  sortie  made 
by  the  enemy,  I  received  a  severe  sabre  woond  is 
my  right  shoulder,  which,  though  in  itielf  Mt 
dangerous,  became  serious  from  the  lost  of  Uoodf 
so  to  escape  being  taken  prisoner  I  rode  hmSk  ti 
my  quarters  at  a  furious  rate.  Fortunately  MeffiA 
was  there  before  me,  and  to  his  anremittiiigatln- 
tions  I  owed  my  perfect  recovery. 

Next  day  the  French  army  recdved  indispolBfais 
accounts  of  the  abdication  of  Bonaparte ;  asoipiB- 
sion  of  hostilities  was  agreed  upon^  and  hovBfir 
disappointed  and  discomfited,  they  wen  oUigrf 
to  lay  down  their  arms.  For  myself^  my  womdni 
more  than  compensated  for  by  this  proud  \ 
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to  England,  and  by  the  manly  and  flattering  kind- 
QCM  shown  by  Lord  Wellington,  who  honoured 
lie  by  his  personal  inquiries.  Let  me  here  remark 
hMt,  owing  to  his  recommendation,  on  my  return 
0  England  I  received  the  Order  of  the  Bath. , 

Although  my  weakness  continued,  I  was  ena- 
W  to  proceed  by  short  stages  to  Paris,  where 
Ik  allies  were  congregated.  Mellish  preceded 
Be  by  some  days,  and  at  my  request,  hired  a 
iitteaQ  for  my  reception,  for  I  did  not  feel 
^  to  the  bustle  of  public  hotels.  The  one  which 
e  selected  for  its  retirement  was  situated  outside 
lie  Champs  Elys^es,  at  the  side  remotest  from  the 
ify*  It  was  of  a  moderate  size,  stood  in  the 
nitre  of  a  small  court,  which  opened  on  an 
'enne  planted  on  either  side  with  chesnut  trees ; 
lie  led  into  the  Champs  Elys^es,  and  by  its 
ude  rendered  the  place  still  more  gloomy. 
Iiere  were  two  reception  rooms :  their  windows 
edung  to  the  ground,  opened  on  the  court ;  but 
m  oflfered  no  advantage,  for  it  was  neglected  and 
'"grown  with  weeds.  The  servants'  depart- 
^t  was  separated  by  a  long  passage  from  the 
^  building,  rendering  attendance  slow  and 
^venient.  Aware  of  these  disadvantages, 
^ish  apologised  for  his  selection  of  the  chateau, 
*^t?ing  tliat,  from  riie  great  concourse  of  people 
^  had  flocked  into  Paris  to  witness  the  regal 
>^  of  the  Count  d'Artois,  it  was  almost  impos- 
l^  to  get  a  residence.  I  assured  him,  with  truth. 
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that  its  profound  seclusion  and  quiat  fead«nik 
more  acceptable  to  me  than  the  finest  pskce. 

I  was  accompanied  to  Paris  by  my  til^ 
Llewellyn.  He  was  a  Welchman  from  the  m^- 
bourhood  of  Cader  Idris^  and  had  been  m  coQstinl 
employment  about  the  Fkrson^^i  had  became 
attached  to  me,  and  enlisted  into  the  *-  U^^ 
infantry,  for  the  express  purpose  of  bemg  ^1 
attendant.  On  my  going  to  the  West  Infi«i,l« 
of  course  remained  with  the  regiment ;  but  cn^ 
return  to  England  I  purchased  his  dischaige,  0^ 
hired  him  as  valet,  till  provoked  by  his  foBjffl 
boasting,  at  the  Terrace,  of  my  early  fiiadrif 
and  relationship  to  Clara,  I  parted  withimSB 
displeasure,  though  he  declared  that  he  hidoil^ 
insinuated  it  to  Nelly  Dudgeon,  thinlring  it  ^^ 
exalt  me  to  have  it  thought  that  so  great  a  pertan 
as  Lady  Eastville  had  been  attached  to  me  he6(« 
her  marriage  with  Sir  Egbert* 

After  Sir  Roger's  death,moved  byOewdlyii'tip^ 
nitence,Iwas  onoemoretempted  totakehimiiilCiiD^f 
service,  and  now  committed  to  him  the  care  of  WJ 
household.  In  spite  of  every  precai^oti,  I  safered 
so  seriously  from  my  journey,  that  for  ten  dap 
was  confined  to  the  chateau,  and  my  mind,  vbid 
the  excitement  of  war,  for  the  time  being,  b«B 
weaned  from  its  gloomy  refiections,  was  ^^ 
rapidly  sinking  into  despondency.  McUisb^  i^ 
his  watchful  friendship,  observed  this,  and  on 
many  an  evening  quitted  the  gay  and  crtswdcdj 
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f  Paris  to  try  to  cheer  me.  At  first,  I 
teful  for  the  kindness,  and  strove  to  re- 
by  struggling  against  my  melancholy ;  but 
ifter  a  few  days,  he  mentioned  that  Tho- 
Franck  was  in  Paris,  and  in  the  devout 
'  pouring  the  balm  of  religious  hope  into 
mded  spirit,  was  very  solicitous  to  renew 
DQer  acquaintance,  I  became  provoked  at 
termed  a  presumptuous  interference,  and 
haughty  irritation  grew  quite  rude  and 
ic,  vulgarly  terming  La  Franck  a  hypo- 
nd  comparing  him,  who  was  a  perfect 
an,  to  the  low-bred,  canting  Lieutenant 

re  since  wondered  at  the  mildness  with 
or  a  long  time,  Mellish  bore  with  me,  and 
ould  only  result  from  Christian  patience 
ikness.     He  said, 

ville,  if  I  appear  too  importunate,  it  is 
I  have  received  the  greatest  benefit  firom 
Qck's  doctrine.  You  recollect  that  when 
srally  presented  me  with  my  troop,  my 
latile  spirits  were  quite  subdued ;  well,  the 
ions  and  triumphs  of  conquest  cheered 
1  I  was  myself  again,  imtil  after  I  was 
id  in  Alicant,  when,  owing  to  an  adventure 
appointment  which  even  to  you  I  cannot 
I  was    almost    distracted  5— life  became 
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demned  in  you,  Freville.  I  resolved 
in  my  self-delusion  I  deemed  ar 
death;  and  for  this  purpose  rushed  i 
of  the  fight,  and  reoelTed  my 
being  covered  with  wounds  and  ! 
in  being  promoted.  The  stairing 
siege  left  little  leisure  for  Individ 
still,  some  care  was  taken  to  pr 
safety,  though  no  hopes  of  my  reoo 
tertained.  In  this  extremity^  La  Fn 
in  Spain,  heard  of  my  danger,  and 
our  boyish  friendship,  flew  to  my  a 
by  unremitting  care  and  medical  all 
some  knowledge  of  medidne,  preai 
Nay,  more, — ^in  accordance  with  hi 
sion, — he  supported  me  under  the 
which  before  appeared  insupportable 
MeUish  paused,  for  with  some  c 
ill-placed  wit,  I  ridiculed  his  lately-a 
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excuse  his  intrusion.  This  was  beyond  en- 
dnnnoe;  provoked  and  offended,  still  desirous  to 
aroid  an  open  quarrel,  he  started  up,  made  a  cold 
bow,  and  abruptly  quitted  the  apartment.  Though 
uhamed  of  my  conduct,  I  had  not  magnanimity 
to  follow  and  offer  some  excuse,  but  stood  at  the 
window,  and,  as  he  rode  by,  did  not  deign  to  re- 
tani  his  salute. 

But  this  vapouring  insolence  could  not  deceive 
myself.  I  felt  that  I  had  acted  in  a  most  inex- 
OQiatde  manner  to  one  whose  friendship  I  highly 
▼allied,  and  who,  being  in  his  own  conduct 
iacapable  of  rudeness,  was  slow  to  excuse  it 
in  others;  but  I  had  acquired  the  habit  of 
bmishing  all  reflection.  So,  in  the  present  in- 
staooe,  <Nrdering  my  chariot^  I  drove  to  one  of  the 
^iteatres,  and  afterwards  attended  a  ball  at  the 
I^Qvre;  for  there  were  few  entertainments  of 
eoQ8equence  in  Paris  to  which  I  was  not  invited, 
^  received  with  flattering  attention. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

A  WEEK  had  passed  on  after  I  held  ihi•0(mfc^ 
sation  with  Mellish,  and  though  he  continiied  « 
Paris,  he  never  came  to  the  chftteau.    TUsM- 
noyed   me   beyond   expression;  for  thon^  Bf 
table  was  crowded  with  invitations  from  penoM 
of  the  highest  rank,   I  was  literally  widMmti 
companion.  The  fact  was,  my  absent  and  relin| 
manners  being  imputed  to  pride  and   AMtflTi 
every  advance    I   made  towards  intiiiiacy  M 
coolly  received ;  yet,  on  this  pointy  at  kut^  I 
was  treated  with  injustice,  for  I  set  no  valuB  m 
my  possessions,  so  fruitless  of  enjoyment    1^ 
health,  however,  rapidly  improved ;  and  as  I  M 
ordered  to  be  constantly  in  the  air,  I  apent  boon 
either  riding  or  sauntering  about,  bat  nodii^ 
interested  me.    In  vain  Paris  presented  soeniii 
of  the  most  brilliant  gaiety,  or  deepest  politiBii 
interest;  princes,  statesmen,  heroes  passed  b- 
fore  me,  in  all    the  pride  of  their  dislmoti** 
qualities,  and  various  nations^  without  efBS  tf* 
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icig  my  observation,  such  was  the  state  of 
athy  into  which  I  had  sunk. 
At  this  period,  my  wealth,  by  supplying  all  my 
shes,  and  removing  the  necessity  of  exertion, 
oved  a  misfortune.  One  of  the  resources  of 
f  ennui  was  to  throw  myself  into  a  hammock  I 
»t  slung  in  my  room,  and  swing  myself  like  a 
lild,  while  I  smoked  cigars  ;  then  I  would  spring 
It  of  it,  curse  my  own  indolence,  fidget  about, 
ike  up  a  book,  cast  it  aside,  and  stroll  out  to 
ilk  on  the  Boulevards.  There  I  occasionally 
iir  Mellish  and  La  Franck ;  once  or  twice  they 
pproached,  as  if  to  address  me ;  but  I  turned 
Bomfully  into  another  direction.  My  selfishness 
nd  indolence  were  rapidly  destroying  all  my 
lobkr  qualities :  as  to  my  temper,  it  had  become 
mrish  and  discontented;  and  far  firom  having 
Hgnanimity  to  conquer  such  faults,  or  at  least, 
oittend  against  them,  I  loved  to  impute  my  mis- 
»tunes  and  errors  to  others. — Sir  Egbert  East- 
iUe  was  a  pompous,  jealous  tyrant;  Doctor 
^M  a  cold,  philosophic  man,  incapable  of 
l^werful  feelings  in  his  own  nature,  and  making 
)  allowance  for  their  influence  over  others ; 
UlUh  was  volatile  and  weak,  good-natured  and 
^ble,  indeed,  until  he  was  spoiled  by  religion  ; 
d  La  Franck — no  doubt  a  hypocrite.  Such 
a  the  false  reasoning  by  which  I  at  once  ex- 
led  and  nourished  my  growing  misanthropy, 
roL.  II.  o 
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whose    germ    was    disappointed    paitton 
vanity. 

One  evening  I  retomed  more  j^my  i 

sponding  than  ever,  from  my  stroll  on  die 

vards;   some  public  rejoicings  had  been 

forward,  and  every  person,  but  myset^  1 

peared  cheerful  and  happy;  yet  I  did  » 

them,  on  the  contrary,   I  despised  tho 

could  be  so  easily  amused.    It  dbanced  1 

air  was  very  sultry,  and  as  the  iiiitstioii 

mind  kept  me  in  a  constant  fever^I  tbn 

my  cravat,  unbuttoned  my  shirt  coliar,  an 

myself  into  a  laige  chair  before  the  es 

which  opened  into  the  narrow,  aolitBf] 

There  was  a  profound  silence,  the  sera 

gone  to  witness  the  rejoicings;  a  sense  el 

ness  pressed  on  me ;  and,  spite  of  my  < 

suppress  them,  memories  of  the  past  ib 

my  soul,  bringing  the  saddest  of  aU  oonvi 

that  those  I  had  most  loved— and  sadi 

those  who  had  most  loved 

in  their  graves,  and  I 

whom  none  felt  an  interest    It  may  ba 

unmanly,  but  it  is  not  leas  tnie^— I  way 

woman's  weakness.    From  mem  '■^htfflw^ 

into  a  sleep,  and  thai  dan,  who,  waUbi 

not  venture  to  think  on,  haonled  my  isaii 

At  first,  my  dreams  were  twmhIedV  lMi|i 

perfume  of  flowers  floated  over  i^*:^ 


THE   DBBRHURST8.  123 

t  I  sat  beside  her  and  her  father,  at  the 
Age,  and  while  she  sorted  flowers  for  a 
1^  I  placed  others  in  a  basket  that  Mr. 
m  held. 

If  opened  my  eyes,  and  beheld  a  form  in 
kneeling  before  me,  and  a  half-suppressed 
roke  on  my  ear;  then  the  form  rose  and 
lyer  me,  till  I  was  perfectly  conscious  that 
iving,  human  being  was  hanging  over  me, 
rith  seeming  tenderness.  I  suppressed 
sath,  I  did  not  move;  it  was  a  delirium, 
e  of  such  exquisite  rapture,  that  I  would 
rolonged  it,  even  for  a  few  minutes,  by  the 
»  of  half  my  wealth.  There  was  a  rustling 
but  I  still  remained  in  my  Hstless  posture, 
ith  my  eyelids  half  closed.  I  know  not 
ong  I  had  continued  in  this  way,  when 
[lyn  entered  with  lights,  exclaiming — 
r  Freyille,  are  you  not  afraid  to  sit  exposed 
co]d,  and  the  dews  falling  so  heavy  ?  and 
g  is  so  unwholesome  as  the  night  air/' 
irted  up  angrily,  at  being  disturbed ;  on  my 
so,  something  fell  to  the  ground ;  stooping 
e  it,  I  found  a  bouquet  of  rare  flowers,  tied 
h  blue  ribbons. 
i\  Llewellyn,''  I  cried,  ^'how  came  this 

professed  his  ignorance;  had  only  just 
xl. 

o  2 
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"  It  is  very  strange/^  I  said,  **  could  any  pers^^ 
have  thrown  them  in  by  the  casement  ?" 

"By  no  means/*  he  answered,  "for  bb  I  ^^' 
tered,  I  observed  them  carefully  place^in  jo^ 
bosom,  within  the  folds  of  your  shirty  and  Mp' 
posed  you  had  brought  them  from  the  Boml^ 
vards,  where.  Sir  Freville,  I  saw  you  walkiiig  tbi* 
evening.      Had  I  been  aware  of  your  return,  ^ 
course  I  should  not  have  presumed  to  stay  o«^^ 
so  late." 

"  1  cannot  account  for  these  flowers,"  I  8ai»a 
mournfully,  and  replacing  them  in  my  bosom. 

"  It  was  some  noble  lady,  no  doubt,''  he  tc»— 
swered,  ^^  for  as  I  approached  here,  I  saw  ors^ 
wrapped  in  a  mantilla,  in  the  Spanish  style,  ent/eX 
a  carriage,  which  waited  at  a  short  distance  froi^ 
this,  beyond  the  grove  of  chesnuts/' 

Dismissing  Llewellyn,  I  again  drew  forth  tk 
flowers,  and  examined  them  attentiTely.  Thei< 
were  some  fine  carnations,  white^  blotdied  vitk 
scarlet — such  had  been  the  most  admired  •a' 
prized  by  Clara :  then  the  blue  ribbon,  with  wUck 
the  bouquet  was  tied,  had  been  her  fiKfonn^ 
colour — ^indeed,  the  only  one  I  had  erer  seen  hff 
wear.  My  heart  palpitated,  as  I  made  tta 
observations,  and  fancies,  so  strange  and  wA 
that  they  must  have  originated  in  a  distnibed 
imagination,  flitted  before  me.  But  why  etMV^ 
to  trace  thought  to  its  source  ?— while  my  1 
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fitted  the  improbable,  but  rapturous  belief, 
^t  Clara  still  lived,  far  from  repulsing  the  idea, 
I  persuaded  myself  that  the  report  of  her  death 
"^  been  fabricated  to  check  my  presumptuous 
love. 

"Yes,"  I  exclaimed,  "  when  Doctor  Jerold  re- 

<*ived  my  letter — by  whatever  chance  it  fell  into 

™  bands — provoked  at  my  perseverance,  and, 

P^haps,  fearing  that  I  might  yet  succeed  with 

^'*ra,  he,  no  doubt,  abetted  by  the  Dowager  Lady 

-^^^tville,  and,  perhaps,  by  dear  Clara  herself, 

P*^tined  this   horrible  scheme   of  deception   to 

^'•'^ish  me  from  her.     Else,  why  his  anxiety  to 

"^^^iry  me  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Terrace? 

"^re  my  beloved  one  no  more,  what  mattered 

*^  Kow  long  I  remained  ? — I  could  neither  molest 

^  seduce  her.    Then,  Mellish's  eternal  teasing  to 

B^  me  from  England,  and  stimulate  me  to  join 

^e  war,  under  the  guise  of  friendship — to  act 

•ttch  a  perfidious  part ! — well  might  he  lose  his 

QDoe  cheerfU  spirits,  and  grow  dejected ;  but  he 

bas  found  a  salve  for  all  his  treachery  in  religion," 

md  I  gave  a  bitter  laugh. 

Having  thus  satisfied  myself  that  Clara  still 
lived,  with  equal  sophistry  I  accounted  for  her 
fint  to  me  on  the  preceding  evening ;  for  I  no 
longer  doubted  her  identity.  By  supposing  that 
Sir  Egbert  was  dead,  and  that  she,  hearing  of  my 
jallantry  at  Toubuse,  my  wounds,  and  my  hav- 
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ing  accompanied  the  Allies  to  Pttri*— fer  die 
daily  papers  were  replete  with  the  inteUigenofr- 
had  flown  on  the  wings  of  loya;  hot  fromflie 
delicacy  and  reserve  of  her  character^  had  doMH 
that  nocturnal  and  mysterious  way  of 
me.  It  was  a  flattering  romance,  perfiectily 
nant  to  my  vain  and  imaginative  despotiBm. 

Next  morning  I  wrote  to  MelUsh,  aa^^  I M 
something  of  importance  to  oommunicate,  vi 
requesting  that  he  would  call  upon  me  as  loonai 
possible.  The  answer  was,  that  he  had  left  VA 
for  some  days.  Resolved  on  obliging  him  to 
acknowledge  that  Clara  lived — a  fact  I  no  lonp 
doubted, — I  sprang  on  my  horse,  with  theintes- 
tion  of  following  him ;  but  on  arriving  at  Ae 
hotel  where  he  had  apartments,  I  found  they  WB* 
ignorant  of  his  route,  or  when  he  was  likdy  to 
return.  This  postponement  to  my  wiahea,  wii> 
severe  disappointment. 

In  the  evening,  I  strolled  to  the  Boolevirii^ 
staring  at  every  woman  of  a  noble  figun»  nwi* 
particularly  if  she  was  veiled ;  but  no  one  Sko 
Clara  met  my  view.  Then  I  returned  homey  aadi 
spite  of  Llewellyn's  remonstrances  on  dwdaDgflTi 
remained  near  the  lattice  till  morning;  but  ao 
mysterious  stranger  entered.  However,  I  «v 
completely  roused  from  my  apathetie  indifbrneib 
and  wandered  about  like  a  troubled  spirit, 
times  riding  to  the  Champa>Elya<eij 
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hovering  about  the  Louvre,  or  Pere-la-Chaise,  in 

short,  every  place  strangers  were  likely  to  visit. 

«^     Thus  ten  days  passed  on,  my  health  suffered 

L     from  the  cold  and  restlessness  of  my  nights,  all 

•pent  before  the  open  lattice ;  and  with  profound 

mdancholy,  I  began  to  think  that  the  fair  form 

wbich  had  visited  me  was,  spite  of  the  flowers, 

W  an  illusion  of  my  fancy. 

"  This  night,"  I  exclaimed,  as  I  flung  myself 
in  ihefauieuil,  ^^  is  the  last  I  shall  devote  to  this 
iH)pele88  watch  I"  indeed,  so  cold  and  hopeless, 
^ftt,  to  satisfy  Llewellyn,  I  rolled  myself  in  a 

ffiurred  mantle,  and   soon  sunk  into  a  restless 
dumber. 
It  must  have  lasted  some  hours,  for  the  lamps 
^  my  apartment  burned  dimly,  and  the  pale  grey 

i^nts  of  early  morning  already  were  appearing,  as 
1  Was  awakened  by  hearing  a  deep  sigh,  and  a  soft 
delicious  breath  passed  over  my  face,  and  a  voice 
>olow  as  to  be  scarcely  distinct,  muttered,  ^*  Dear 
ftwille.*' 

Angels  of  mercy  1  that  one  moment  of  uncon- 
trollable joy  seemed  a  rich  recompense  for  all  of 
past  sorrow.     Its  excess  nearly   destroyed  me. 
Clara  bung  over  me  in  all  the  tenderness  of  a  fond 
woman's  love,   and  yet  I  was  faint,  powerless. 
Again  lips  rested  on  my  forehead ;  again,  '^  Dear 
Freville,"  was  murmured  forth,  and  the  form  was 
moving  off.    This  roused  my  energies ;  I  uttered 
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a  cry,  and  casting  my  arms  about  it,  with  conru/- 
sive  eagerness  exclaimed : 

"  Clara,  my  ever-loved,  my  never-to-be  fbigot- 
ten,  blessings,  eternal  blessings  be  poured  on  j(Hi 
for  this  kindness/'  There  was  a  strag^  ^ 
escape  from  my  embrace,  then  a  low  hysteric 
laugh,  then  the  head  fell  languidly  on  my  boiom» 
and  I  felt  warm  tears  gush  over  it. 

Without  loosening  my  hold  I  sunk  on  onekneei 
in  a  hoarse  voice  exclaiming :  '^  Angel  of  light,  of 
love !  Idol  of  my  soul's  devotion !  weep  not  thuif 
but  speak  to  me.  Oh  !  in  this  hour  of  our  ecsttfic 
meeting,  when  from  the  cold  precincts  of  the  ffvt 
you  are  restored  to  my  hopes,  to  a  love  whidi  en 
never  know  diminution,  let  all  past  sorrows  be 
forgotten.  Oh !  Clara,  could  you  but  compr^ 
hend  with  what  a  depth  of  suffering  I  hend 
of  your  death,  you  could  then  appreciate  Df 
present  rapture ;  and  if  I  survived  the  honibk 
report,  it  was  because  some  doubts  had  bcei 
instilled  into  my  mind  that  you  did  not  ntom 
my  passion.  Then,  idol  of  my  soul,  speak  one 
word  still  further  to  reassure — to  bless  me  P 

Again  there  was  an  effort  to  escape,  and  I 
distinctly  heard  a  convulsive  sigh ;  after  a  times 
gentle,  sad  voice,  said :  ^^  Alas !  FreviIl0y  by  tint 
single  word  I  must  destroy  the  illusion  of  yosr 
happiness.  I  am  not  the  Clara  so  pasaonBtdy 
loved,— so  sincerely  regretted." 
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Not  when  I  heard  the  awful  words,  Clara,  Sir 
bert's  wife,  is  dead,  did  a  sense  of  more  bitter 
row  or  disappointment  overwhelm  my  soul.  A 
ntion  of  madness  shot  through  my  brain; 
)  a  hideous  yell  I  cast  off  the  gentle  being 
I  rested  on  my  bosom,  and  with  the  fury  of  a 
oniac  dashed  myself-  on  the  ground,  striking 
liead  with  my  clenched  hands. 
Oh!  Freville,  in  pity  sake,*'  cried  Aigline— 
it  was  that  beautiful,  unfortunate  being — 
he  knelt  before  me,  ^'calm  these  frightful 
ons.  Oh !  that  my  folly  had  not  led  me 
to  agonize  you,  and  so  deeply  mortify 
tf.  Have  mercy,  Freville,  and  for  my  sake, 
ran  every  risk  to  visit  you,  conquer  this 
on.  By  what  strange  deception  you  con- 
d  I  was  Clara,  I  know  not.''  She  rose,  and 
ig  her  arms  across  her  bosom,  in  a  proud, 
mding  tone,  added :  ^'  Hearing  that  she  was 
I  thought  Aigline  Tennant  might  be  remero- 
Freville,  we  have  been  both  deceived, 
le  delusion  is  fled.  Farewell,  we  shall  meet 
>rc.'*  So  saying  she  sprang  through  the 
I,  and  disappeared. 

len  Llewellyn  entered  my  apartment  he 
me  lying  on  the  ground,  and  for  some  days 
so  ill  as  to  alarm  the  poor  fellow,  who  was 
ely  attached  to  me.  I  was  still  confined  to 
>use  when  Mellish  arrived.    On  finding  me 

o  3 


1  answered :  "  Mellish,  before  1  con 
any  request  of  yours,  I  must  explain  tl 
a  strong  suspicion  there  has  been  some 
practised  on  me  relative  to  Lady  ] 
death.  From  the  b^;inn]ng  I  peraei 
mystery  was  observed  on  the  sobjeol^  b 
terly  no  doubts  arose  in  my  mind*  Li 
solemnly  entreat  of  you  to  admoiriedge 
If  you  have  been  led  to  deceive  me^  I 
forgiveness,  and^  by  a  present  oonfteno 
ever  command  my  friendship,  wMdi, 
dying,  I  shall  fully  prove^** 

He  stared  at  me  with  sarpriieytfaen  < 
I  was  delirious,  strove  to  sooth  me^  m 
me  to  lie  down.  I  convinced  Um  I 
perfectly  sane ;  he  looked  troaUed,  an 
would  explain  what  had  led  to  indi 
supposition. 

Of  course  my  answers  were  «inlMgii0 
satisfv  me  he  raised  his  sword  to  hu 
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I'or  BOQie  ijine  I  conversed  on  the  subject, 
*ogh  Mellish  strove  to  change  it,  by  pressing 
to  see  a  physician  and  La  Franck.  I  declined 
th;  bot  this  time  did  so  politely,  and  we  parted 
thout  any  allusion  to  Aigline.  Aware  how 
ich  he  had  loved  her,  I  was  loathe  to  wound  his 
Hags  by  a  description  of  her  visit. 
^  hopes  of  Clara  again  crushed,  as  my  health 
nnied  my  thoughts  dwelt  on  Aigline,  on  her 
Qty,  and  impassioned  tenderness,  and  bitterly 
fretted  the  repulse  my  disappointed  fancy 
given  to  her.  Once  more  I  watched  at  the 
ice,  but  she  came  not ;  and  as  I  had  no  clue  of 
iOTering  where  she  was,  except  through  Mel- 
I  who  seemed  to  know  every  person  in  Paris, 
solved  to  question  him  on  the  subject,  conse- 
itly  wrote  to  request  he  would  spend  the 
ling  with  me.  He  kindly  came,  and  seemed 
led  at  finding  me  in  better  spirits. 
B  we  sat  over  our  wine  I  said,  carelessly: 
^  the  by,  Mellish,  I  could  have  sworn 
I  saw  Aigline  Tennant  the  other  evening ; 
lis  another  of  my  wild  fancies,  or  is  she  in 
I?" 

e  grew  very  pale,  then  flushed,  and  in  an 
ted  voice  said :  ^*  Freville,  let  us  not  speak 
er»  You  enjoyed  my  confidence,  and  knew 
was  my  first,  indeed,  only  love.  It  is  a 
ness,  nay,  a  crime,  to  retain    any  tenaer^ 
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ness  for  a  woman  so  lost  to  every  better  feelin; ; 
still  I  cannot  wholly  conquer  it.'* 

'<  All  this  is  very  fine,  MeUish/*  I  leplM,  pbf- 
fully,  **  but  no  answer  to  my  question.  I  vU  to 
know,  is  Aigline  in  Paris  P 

<<  It  matters  not  where  she  is,**  he  repBad  p/fl^ 
lantly.  *'  Freville  Deerhurst,  do  not  wapfM  1 
care  for  the  wanton ;  I  must  be  a  fool  to  dDi^ 
But  when  I  think  of  Oeorge  Tennant,  her  soH^ 
minded  brother,  and  the  disgrace  she  hu  ertk^ 
him,  and  on  her  father's  memory,  and  of  luffpss^ 
mother's  anxious  tenderness,  by  heaTenl  itM^ 
me  almost  to  madness;'*  and  he  paced  npw' 
down  the  room. 

I  saw  how  much  he  sufiered,  and  for  a 
hesitated  to  press  him  on;  but 
quered.    So  I  actually  teased  him  till  he 
bis  seat,  and  gave  me  the  following 

^^  Freville,  when  you  recnved  Mo 
letter  in  Chatham,  we  both  nrntflndrdftitAlf*^ 
was  living  with  him  in  the  isferrdff^  It  ii'Ji  ^^ 
so.  On  her  father's  death,  collecting  the  Httl^ 
property  he  had  left,  she  retired  to  some  huiuU^ 
spot  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London,  resol^in^ 
never  again  to  return  to  Glcnlow  Castle.  Of  he*' 
subsequent  conduct  for  some  time  I  do  ^^ 
exactly  know  the  particulars ;  but  I  have  reison 
suppose  that  she  formed  a  criminal  and  uiifof^' 
nate  attachment,  and  with  one  worthy  of  her  He$^ 
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ffections.  Be  that  as  it  may,  while  in  Aficant, 
A^ing  one  night  gone  out  to  meet  some  friends, 
7  a  strange  chance  I  met  Aigline.  It  is  needless 
)  dweU  on  my  raptures  at  again  meeting  her, 
lough  they  were  soon  checked  by  finding  that 
le  was  placed  under  circumstances  of  the  most 
iect  sorrow,  poverty,  and  disgrace.  Fortunately, 
'  I  thought,  it  was  in  my  power  to  render  her 
)me  services.  Oh,  God !  how  willingly  I  granted 
i^.  Again  thrown  into  her  fascinating  society, 
J  boyish  passion  revived.  I  felt  my  danger,  and 
d  the  temptation ;  for,  even  had  old  Mc  Mis- 
^n  been  dead,  and  I  possessed  of  the  means 
inarry,  I  could  not  unite  my  fate  to  one,  how- 
^  lovely,  who  had  brought  disgrace  on  herself ; 
'  I  judged  rightly,  for  her  subsequent  conduct 
v^ed  her  lost  to  every  better,  every  holier 
LUg.''  As  he  spoke  he  pressed  his  hand 
tist  his  forehead,  evidently  struggling  with 
"crful  emotions. 

Most  virtuous  youth,''  I  remarked,  sarcas* 
lly,  "was  La  Franck  your  Mentor  on  the 
^on ;  and  did  this  Circe  try  to  detain  you  ?" 
te  turned  fiercely  on  me  as  he  answered  :  "  Sir 
Grille,  on  that  occasion  I  required  no  Mentor. 
'Hat  have  been  a  villain,  the  worst  of  villains, 
I'd  I  have  still  further  degraded  Oeorge 
^iiant's  sister;  methinks  it  is  impossible  that 
»«r  you  or  I  can  ever  forget  the  happy  days 
*pent  at  Glanmire.    Alas !  that  I  should  have 


forget  your  Irish  habit  of  never  giving 
answer  to  a  question^  and  say  is  Aigline  { 
in  Paris  ?'' 

^*  Yes,  Freville,  and  yea  will  be  shocke 
under  the  protection  of  Lord  Bdetrieve.' 

'*  Then,  Mellish,  you  need  not  have  l 
so  scrupulous ;  perhaps,  had  you  remai 
her,  and  acted  a  brother's,  as  you'  woi 
lover's  part,  she  might  have  escaped 
tional  disgrace  of  living  with  the  gallint 
persevering  peer.  For  to  my  certain  la 
she  always  hated  and  loathed  him^  oi 
professed  to  do  so,  for  I  admit  it  it  m 
penetrate  a  woman's  thoughts.^ 

He  answered  somewhat  sternly:  ^I 
could  not  have  believed  that  you  would 
poor  Aigline's  misfortunes  and  goQt  i 
composure,  or  exercise  your  saroaam  agi 
still  in  some  respect  your  observation  i 


THE   DBBRHUR8TS.  135 

voidd  proye  her  rain  has,  it  seems,  come  to  pass ; 
bat  yoQ  appeared  so  triste,  I  wished  to  cheer 
jTOu;  and  now  let  me  remark,  as  you  found  her 
^  poverty,  may  not  distress  haye  pressed  her  on 
^  Ae  horrible  necessity  of  taking  this  untoward 
^^i  and  of  doing  what  we  so  much  lament, 
'^ve  me,  there  must  be  something  that 
^^^  not  our  view  in  the  business ;  for  though 
^le,  Aigline  was  proud  and  fastidious  to  a 
t^ ;  then  she  was  sensitive  and  romantic,  and 
^pt  from  some  imperative  necessity  would 
^6r  have  consented  to  such  an  ignominious 
^^sure ;  nay,  would  scarcely  have  consented  to 
^tue  his  wife.  In  short,  the  more  I  reflect  on 
^    conduct,  the  more  unaccountable    it    ap- 

^£xcept,''  said  Mellish  in  a  choking  voice, 
^at  she  positively  held  the  same  position  with 
^ther,  and  according  to  the  old  saying,  ^  Once 
'Oman  makes  a  slip,  she  goes  rolling  down — ' '' 
^  *Till  she  goes  to  the  devil,^*'  I  interrupted 
U  a  forced  laugh. 

Wgain  he  turned  furiously  on  me,  as  he  ex- 
toed  :  "  Sir  Freville,  how  came  you  and  I  ever 
t>e  friends  ?  I  hope  not  from  any  reciprocity 
^diaracter.'^  I  made  no  reply,  and  he  con- 
K^ed  more  vehemently,  **  Unfortunately  I  am 
4er  pecuniary  obligations  to  you;<— it  is  a  bitter 
^^action.'* 
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Ashamed  of  having  provoked  him  by  a  le  -srj'rr 
merely  assumed  to  disguise  the  deep  interest  / 
took  in  Aigline^  I  rose,  and  taking  his  unwilling 
hand,  said^^-ith  vivacity :  ^*  My  dear  Mellish,  I  hare 
no  hesitation  in  asking  your  pardon,  for  anything 
I  may  have  said  to  offend.     I  am  aware  that  my 
manner  latterly  is  caustic  and  disagreeable,  but 
to  you  never  intentionally.     So  say  you  forgive 


me/ 


"  Most  readily,"  he  replied  with  a  burst  of 
honest  feeling.  Thus  I  pledge  you,^'  he  cried  ; 
filling  out  a  bumper  of  claret,  he  poured  out  ob« 
for  me  ;  and  after  a  time  I  renewed  our  subject* 
by  again  observing : 

"  May  not  Aigline,  as  I  have  said,  been  COB*'^ 
pelled  by  distress  to  live  with  Lord  Beletrieve." 

"  I  wish  I  could  plead  that  excuse  for  her,'*  b^ 
answered ;  "  but  I  never  let  her  want.  Amidit  if 
her  faults,  she  retained  in  her  character, 
father's  noble  generosity ;  consequently  to  i 
cile  her  to  accept  of  my  gifts,  I  never  let  1 
suspect  my  want  of  money  ;  besides  at  the  j 
I  was  fully  supplied." 

*•  Let  me  inquire,  Mellish,  how  you  came  to  b^ 
so  flush  of  cash  ?''  I  interrupted. 

"  Freville,  that  question  from  yon  is  ahsurf  --' 
When  first  I  met  Aigline  I  had  not  a  guinea;  M^ 
drew  in  advance  on  my  paymaster,  beaidei  Wilis' 
he  lent  me  some  hundreds.     It  was  a  ^ 
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inid  not  endure  to  see  her  suffer  any 
,  above  all^  when  I  recollected  her 
beral  hospitality  to  me  and  my  mother, 
lis  means  I  soon  got  so  involved,  that 
he   lav^   sum   you   forwarded    me  to 

had  been  compelled  to  dispose  of  my 
lite  of  the  disgrace  of  quitting  the  army 
y  midst  of  the  war,  the  idea  was  so  tor- 
at  I  could  not  have  survived  it/^ 
sh,  to  what  money  do  you  allude?  I 
?arded  you  one  shilling,  although  had  I 
"6  of  your  embarrassment  I  should  have 

without   hesitation,  and    thought   Sir 
ipees  were  never  more  honourably  dis- 

3me  points,'*  he  answered, "  you,  Fre- 
less  more  refinement  of  feeling  than  any 
rer  met;  but  mysterious  as  was  the 
I  which  you  forwarded  your  anonymous 
[  gift,  not  for  a  moment  did  I  doubt 
m  they  came ;  and  now,  Freville,  let  me 
^  you  will  add  to  the  obUgations  you 
.dy  heaped  on  me,  by  never  again  al- 
Aigline.  I  would,  if  possible,  forget 
mce  of  one  whose  shame  has  cast  a 
rer  my  happiness  ;  also,  Deerhurst,  bear 
that  between  gentlemen  the  one  who 
pecuniary  favour  on  the  other,  should 
larded  of  giving  offence.     For  the  pre- 
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sent^  I  must  bid  you  adieu,  as  I  have  i 
tary  duties  to  attend." 

He  rung  for  his  horse ;  I  aooompanied  1 
the  outer  gate,  and  as  he  mounted,  aaid: 
lish,  we  must  have  a  talk  over  ihis  mone 
ness,  I  solemnly  assure  you  it  Was  not  I  iH 
it/'  He  smiled  incredulously,  shook  his  ha 
springing  on  his  charger  galloped  otL 
resolved  on  seeking  an  immediate  interviei 
Aigline,  I  hurried  into  Paris  to  gain  : 
information. 

I  entered  a  cqfS  much  £requented  by  tli 
tary ;  seatbg  myself  by  a  table,  I  ordered  r 
ments  and  began  to  converse  with  some  o 
they  cheerfully  met  my  advances.  Anumi 
things  we  spoke  of  music,  and  as  the  oonv 
increased,  to  win  on  their  oonfidenoe, 
some  of  my  best  songs :  they  were  km 
plauded  and  encored.  This,  as*I  cupeded 
off  all  reserve ;  after  a  time  with  affsoted 
rence  I  observed,  that  I  nnderstood  di 
beautiful  woman  in  Paris,  wi 
Beletrieve.  Then,  indeed,  there 
talk,  of  scandal,  and  of  foolery ; 
my  principles,  a  shudder  passed 
I  heard  Aigline  associated  with 
names.  However,  my  object  was  gained  s  ] 
tained  that  Lord  Beletrieve  lendad  vriA 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  ham 
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PP^ared  he  had  long  known  Louis  XVIII,  and 
^  on  intimate  tenna  with  him.  My  informant, 
Lionel  Weston,  who  seemed  to  be  intimately 
x^oamted  with  Lord  Beletrieve's  character  spoke 
kf  him  and  his  Cosmopolite  principles  with  con- 
^pt ;  and  in  a  humorous  manner  mentioned, 
^t  spite  of  the  a£fected  indifference,  which  an 
obedience  prescribed  by  the  rules  of  the  order  to 
^hich  he  had  so  many  years  belonged,  enforced 
>pon  him,  he  was  in  reality  not  the  callous  scoun- 
^  he  pretended  to  be.  The  Colonel  told  me, 
bat  of  all  his  passions^-and  his  passions,  strange 
^  ny,  by  those  who  were  best  acquainted  with 
im,  were  known  to  be  strong — his  jealousy  was 
oderstood  to  be  the  strongest.  This  elucidation 
ft  character,  hitherto  deemed  inscrutable,  I  con- 
^ surprised  me.  I  acknowledged  as  much;  but 
^  Colonel  smiled  at  my  inexperience. 

**  In  short,  Sir  Freville,'*  he  concluded,  *^  crowd- 
d  as  is  Paris,  Lord  Beletrieve  and  the  lady  have 
'^me  objects  of  general  curiosity.'^ 

I  was  inclined  to  doubt  this  account  of  Lord 
'detrieve's  jealousy,  so  unlike  his  usual  cold, 
'^temptuous  bearing;  but  when  I  recollected 
^^  well  he  knew  what  Aigline  had  been,  nay, 
'•••^how  infinitely  beyond  his  former  concep- 
^  of  her  value,  I  began  to  think  it  less  surpris- 
%*  Resolving  to  pursue  my  inquiries,  I  said : 
Colonel  Weston,  may  I  ask  does  this  fair  frailty 
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revenge  herself  fbr  his  tyranny  by  € 
other  lovers  ?" 

He  replied,  ^<  On  the  contrary,  I  and 
is  as  modest  and  retiring  as  if  she  wei 
certainly  there  is  no  aocoanting  for  t 
of  a  woman's  fancy,  when  one  so  be 
accomplished  as  this  yoong  lady  ia  rep 
can  solely  devote  herself  to  him/' 

I  smiled,  and  after  some  more  o 
quitted  the  cafi^  resolved  to  reooi 
place  where  Aigline  resided  ^in  do: 
with  this  very  polite  «id  paltry 
Rapidly  passing  the  Louvre,  I  soon 
the  Beletrieve  Hotel:  it  was  a  lafg 
facing  the  street.  For  some  time,  I 
pacing  up  and  down  before  it^  si 
the  windows  in  the  vain  hope  of  Ai 
pearing  at  them ;  far  frdm  it,  bis  Loi 
chanced  to  be  within,  observed  xssf 
once  recognised  me,  and  no  doubt 
my  purpose,  instantly  hurried  out,  am 
towards  me  with  his  usual  courtesy, 
animation  than  I  had  ever  seen  him  di 
my  hand,  exclaiming:  ^Mr.  Deeriiui 
most  agreeable  surprise;  but  I  fbig 
longer  the  gay  young  ensign  I  addn 
wealthy  baronet — a  major  too^  (I  hi 
zetted  for  my  majority).  Now  nmdi 
acquisitions,  what  am  I  to  osD  yooP' ' 
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Not  a  little  confounded  at  his  having  seen  me, 
^i  at  the  sneering  expression  of  his  countenance, 
which  80  ill  accorded  with  his  playful  words^  I 
bentated  what  to  say ;  but  after  a  moment  re- 
covering myself,  I  replied  :  "  In  the  pleasure  of 
teeing  your  Lordship  and  renewing  our  acquaint- 
ance, I  care  not  by  what  title  I  am  addressed.*' 

**Well  sud,  my  young  gallant/'  he  cried  in  a 
WJastie  tone :  "  I  guessed,  when  you  observed 
iDf  hotel  so  closely  you  wished  to  enter,  no  doubt 
to  renew  old  acquaintance.  However,  Sir  Freville, 
Bay  present  domicile  is  a  shabby  concern,  and  as 
^y  pride  has  survived  my  wealth,  I  never  invite 
^1  one  into  it/'  He  gave  his  sickly  forced 
"iiule;  but  spite  of  his  cosmopolite  philosophy  a 
aigh  burst  forth,  and  for  some  moments,  still 
nioving  onward  in  the  direction  of  the  palace  of 
^  Louvre,  he  remained  silent. 

I  followed,  slowly  marking  the  alterations  in  his 

H^pearance  since  we  had  last  met ;  his  figure  was 

P^j  attenuated,  his  lameness  quite  confirmed, 

^d  to  the    usual  wan  and  sneering  expression 

^hii  countenance,  was  now  added  a  profound  sad- 

'^ ;  in  fact,  the  very  concentration  of  selfishness 

Which  had  indurated  his  heart  to  the  disappoint- 

Hients  and  woes  of  others,  made  him  feel  his  own 

^en  state  more  sensibly.     With  the  Prince's 

&vour,  the  fabric  of  fashion  on  which  he  had 

Founded  his  fantastic  pretensions  vanished,  and 
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one  by  one   his  whole  set  deserted  firom  bi^ 
while  the  danseuse-de-carde  for  whom,  vndtr  ^^ 
influence  of  some  undefinable  aentiiiiai^  1 
sacrificed  so  much,  impatient  of  tlie 
under  which  he  placed  her^   fled  babk  to  I 
former  companions. 

After  walking  for  some  time,  Lord 
pointing  to  a  seat,  said :— - 

•^  Shall  we  rest  here  ?*• 

I  obeyed;  he  viewed  me  with 
then  in  a  graceful  manner,  but 
added : — 

''  Where,  Sir  Freville  DeeAurat,  iImJI  I  kpO 
my  congratulations  on  the  tommtnf  gnodJaitoiif 
which  encompasses  you?  You  have  sucoeided 
to  Sir  Roger's  wealth  and  title ;  then  you  &i^ 
already  celebrated  for  your  prowess  in  battle.  I 
assure  you  but  yesterday  at  a  military  r^unioo  I 
heard  Lord  Wellington  make  honourable  mention 
of  your  name." 

I  blushed  scarlet  with  pleasure  at  such  a  totor 
pliment.    Not  noticing,  he  proceeded  ; — 

"Now,  though  my  taste  never  consist^ in  wir- 
fare,  I  can  well  imagine  its  excitement, 
quently  pleasure.  May  I  inquire  whetber,i 
these  elevations,  you  have  had  leisure  to  i«att 
your  flirtation  with  the  Miss  Yilmonts  ?  Wbtdt 
is  to  be  the  chosen  one,  or  (he  playfully  atl<le(Q 
do   you  adhere  to  your  fonner  intent  of  mtrt)^  i 
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dninsg  a  Bill  into  Ptoliament  to  prove  the  pro- 
priety aod  moral  advantages  likely  to  arise  from 
your  marrying  the  three  sisters:  another  cir- 
camstaDceupon  which  I  could  hardly  congratulate 
V^'  Consequently,  I  shall  not  envy  you;  in- 
deed, I  iQach  doubt  whether  success  there  will  be 
'^^wded,  even  by  transient  pleasure/'  and  he 
S^^  his  sickly  smile,  and  inimitable  shrug. 

I  tried  to  answer  in  a  playful  manner,  observing, 
^^  must  not  claim  the  original  suggestion  of  the 
^''l;  it  was  Miss  •  .  J^  ere  I  could  add,  Tennant; 
**he  resolved  to  avoid  her  name,  and  in  his  abrupt 
«nanner  said : — 

**A11  this  time.  Sir  Freville,  you  have  never 
^^e  one  inquiry  relative  to  myself;  not  even  to 
^  why,  in  defiance  of  my  general  system,  I  have 
'tished  into  Paris  with  its  myriads  of  sight-hunters. 
Verily,  you  soldiers,  in  the  dire  work  of  vengeance 
^d  death,  n^lect  the  poUtesse  of  society.'' 

Though  I  saw  through  his  rusey  I  had  no 
llternative.  Being  aware  that  he  would  play  off 
svery  attempt  I  made  to  touch  on  any  subject  of 
rhich  he  did  not  approve,  I  answered:  —  "Your 
[fOrdship  must  excuse  my  apparent  neglect,  and 
iblige  me  by  saying  what  was  your  inducement 
o  follow  the  many  y 
He  replied  with  mock  solemnity : — 
^  What  came  I  here  for  to  see  ?  Lo !  a  King 
Jad  in  regal  vestments.'' 
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"True,  my  Lord/*  I  answered;  "  I 
you  and  Louis  XVII L  are  great  friends/' 

''Friends/'  he  scornfully  reitentod;  "U/ 
but,  Sir  Freville,  you  are  a  youth,  t\i&  hero  of  tff? 
battles,  and  no  doubt  of  half-a-doxen  to?e  sdveB^ 
tures,  consequently,  entitled  to  romance  |  bat  Ai 
idea  of  Louis  XVIIL  of  France  and  Lord  i^ 
trieve  being  firiends,  is  a  stride  beyond  ti^is^ 
mantic,  and  reaches  to  the  burlesque.'' 

I  stammered  out :  *'  I  heard^  that  when  h«  m 
in  England,  you  had  conferred  some  fit^Touis  ii^ 
him/' 

"  No  such  thing ;  but,  even  if  I  hadj  the  prosA 
though  persecuted  descendant  of  the  Bottr^Kia^ 
would  have  received  them  as  a  right ;  and,  as  U»  > 
Frenchman  loving  one  of  our  natton,  it  would  be 
outraging  nature;  and  credit  m%  ffir  FrefiUe* 
when  we  are  obliged,  by  some  imperaliTe  nea:iftitf  t 
to  receive  favours  from  those  we  consider  our  in- 
feri6rs,  in  the  mortification  of  our  aelf^J 
seldom  feel  gratitude/' 

"  You  must  not  expect  me,  Liord  Beletrieve,' 
coolly  answered,  "  to  adopt  your  views  on  thi* 
subject    It  would  speak  Little  for  human  mtuit^ 

"  Of  which,  in  your  self-devotion,  you  wish  ^ 
thmk  well.  So  be  it  You,  Sir  FreviOe,  are  iJ»^ 
your  zenith^  I  in  my  dechne,  oonstquently  vi**" 
objects  in  a  different  light ;  and^  as  to  your  adop<'' 
ing  my  opinions^  it  would  not  answer  j  for,  mpi^f 
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lun  fading  away^  I  am  likely  to  survive  the 
^n  of  my  thoughts.    Nay,  gentle  youth,  look 

so  surprised  at  the  expression,  for,  in  every 
^  Quder  every  form  of  government,  or  prayer^i 
hioii  is  the  presiding  genius,  before  whose 
vidous  will  we  all  prostrate;''  he  gave  his 
ornfbl  shrug  as  he  added,  **  acknowledge,  Sir 
irille,  is  it  not  the  only  excuse  for  the  fantastic 
lies  of  which,  with  all  our  boasted  intellect,  we 

guflty?'* 

rhere  was  a  something  in  the  countenance  and 
nner  of  Lord  Beletrieve  when  he  indulged  in 

Clastic  misanthropy,  which  always  chilled  and 
Mtssed  me*  To  change  the  subject  I  now  again 
Qinded  what  had  brought  him  to  Paris. 
Be  answered :— ^^  The  most  extraordinary  event 
•t  ever  occurred ;  and,  though  no  soothsayer,  I 
diet  that  ever  will  occur.  Bonaparte,  the 
0  of  a  hundred  battles,  is  dethroned,  and 
^  XVIII.,  with  a  crown  on  his  head,  fills  his 
^Ue,  and  is  guarded  by  the  Allies'  triple-edged 
t4.  It  is  passing  strange ;  therefore,  came  I 
itness  it/' 

All  as  it  should  be,''  I  replied,  with  vivacity. 
le  usurper  is  banished,  and  the  hereditary  heir 
the  throne,  from  which  his  noble  and  ancient 

were  only  driven  by  rebellion  and  violence." 
Well  said,  my  gay  and  gallant  soldier;  but, 
k  me,  when  you  enter  the  cafeSy  keep  these 
f>L.  II.  n 
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Anglicised  sentiments  to  younetC 
the  French  hate  us.    I,  for  one,  ahoiiUi 
them^  if  they  did  not    And  now.  Sir  EitefiBif 
a  word,  ere  we  part    I  ask  not  wbaX  braoijakfl^ 
to  Paris,  for  I  guess  your  reply,  and  peMWl^ 
your  motive ;  forsooth,  even  to  attend  to  jotf 
wound  you  could  not  refiwi  firom  eoanf  t9 
witness  England's  triumph— bah !  so  aacb  i0 
your  answer ;  and  for  your  object  it  ia  a 
pursuit.     Now  I  bid  you  good  evening;    It 
pleasant  when  people  perfectly  undantaad  m 
other :  they  are  not  likely  to  seek  intimaiw 
might  lead  to  mistakes,  quarrela,  and  aft 
of  disagreement.    So,  farewell,  ffir  IVavShi* 

He  rose  from  his  seat,  casting  on  ma  mloskc^ 
imutterable  hatred.     I  politely 
evening,  and  then  walked  offj 
dependent  of  Aigline — the  slightest  wish  to  rcneir 
our  acquaintance ;  for,  through  the  aiBbigitity  o^ 
his  manner,  I  perceived,  that,  like  many  men  df 
desperate  fortunes,  he,so  loeg  the  companioQ  tn)^^ 
flatterer  of  princes,  had  turned  revoIationJSt^-^| 
also,  that,  in  spite  of  his  high  bearing,  he  vi^ 
jealous  of  tiie  good  fortune  which,  ainoe  our  fint 
meeting,  had  raised  me  above  his  patronage ;  MiAm 
if  any  thing  was  necessary  to  inei^ase  my  aasioQ* 
wish   to  see  Aigline,  it  was  the  desire  of  ttill 
further  mortifying  him.    Certainly,  at  tliat  pericK} 
in  lieu  of  my  long-engrossing  love  for  Oatit  I  id-      , 
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1  the  influence  of  the  most  contemptible 
•Ses* 

sduding  that  Lord  Beletriere  would  keep  a 
look  out,  I  resolyed  not  again  to  approach 
otel,  lest  he  might  take  some  measures  to 
ne  Aigline  from  Paris,  I  well  knew,  from 
igh  spirit  and  determination,  that,  if  she 
to  offer  opposition,  he  would  find  her  un- 
;eable ;  on  the  other  hand,  his  suspicions 
1,  there  was  no  time  to  be  lost,  so,  after 
ing  a  hundred  different  plans  in  my  mind,  I 
rimed  on  confiding  a  letter  for  Aigline  to 
illyn,  and,  as  he  was  a  shrewd  faithful  fellow, 
nuch  attached  to  my  interest,  hoped  he 
find  an  opportunity  of  haying  it  delivered* 
dingly  I  summoned  him,  and,  without allud- 
»  past  events,  merely  said  that  I  had  dk- 
)d  that  the  fair  incognita  who  had  brought 
B  flowers  was  residing  at  Lord  Beletrieve's 
that  she  and  I  had  been  old  friends,  and 
was  solicitous  to  have  a  letter  privately 
fed  to  her*  But  his  Lordship  being  very 
B  in  his  temper,  guarded  her  so  closely,  I 
it  would  be  next  to  impossible.  I  then  re- 
tted the  necessity  of  observing  a  profound 
y  on  the  subject. 

irellyn  listened  most  attentively,  and  ap- 
1  delighted  at  the  thought  of  being  included 
adventure.  With  a  knowing  leer,  he  assured 
H  2 
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me  that  it  was  not  the  first  time  be  had  been  ^ 

active  agent  in  an  adventure.    I  started,  but  tPf 

fastidiousness  was  out  of  place ;  for,  < 

by  my  confidence,  he  related  to  me  i 

dotes,  proving  his  own  ezpertneu  wm  a 

He  concluded  by  saying  that  gold  wis  a  kif  ^ 

every  door,  and  that  by  a  happy  dianoe  ] 

Lord  Beletrieve's  valet,  who  loved  a  gliii»  i 

quently  could  be  easily  won  over  to  oar  nM* 

rest. 

It  was  then  agreed  that  my  nai 
appear  in   the  business;  and,  in  tbe 
Llewellyn's  negociations  being  diaooreiedy  toi 
all  suspicion,  he  was  to  retire  to  a  lodguig  n 
and  affect  to  have  quitted  my  aervioe. 
the  mean  subterfuges  and  alliance»  to^ 
the  pursuit  of  a  criminal  object,  my  ] 
descended. 


k 


It  is  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  ^ 
the  petty  scheming  of  Llewellyn  to  win  over  Lor^ 
Beletrieve's  valet;  and,  when  he  at  length  ««^* 
ceeded  in  having  my  letters  conveyed  to  ^liiiff^ 
his  boasting  and  egotism  were  so  intolerable,  tb*^ 
I  regretted  having  ever  employed  him,  more  eip<?' 
dally  as  she  returned  my  letter  under  ooT^Xa 
merely  writing  these  few  words  : 

"Freville,  painfully  convinced  of  your  ind^P*] 
rence,  I  lay  no  stress  on  profesBions  written  mi^ 
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p  the  influence  of  regret  for  the  unmanly  violence 
with  which  you  received  me.  Aware  of  my  own 
^^gfadation,  I  grant  forgiveness;  but  all  future 
scqoaintance  between  us  is  at  an  end.  Persist 
not,  then,  in  your  addresses,  which  only  increase 
Joy  mortification.  Should  you  write  again,  un- 
P>cioas  as  it  may  appear,  I  shall  return  your  let- 
^  unopened.    Freville,  farewell. 

^^AlGLlNE.^' 

^is  opposition  and  indifference  on  her  side, 

8*^  a  fresh  impetus  to  my  feelings.     Again  and 

^S^^  I  wrote,  but  my  letters  were  returned  un- 

^l^ed.    Still  worse,  Llewellyn  learned  that  Lord 

'^^trieve  was  about  returning  to  England,  and 

'''^tjgements  for  his  departure  were  already  in 

'"'^I^aration.    What  was  to  be  done  ?     I  offered 

'^dreds  to  Llewellyn  if  he  succeeded  in  gaining 

^^    an  interview  with  her;  he  took  a  hundred 

'''^^eas,  saying  they  were  sufficient.     It  is  quite 

"^^rising  to  what  a  state  of  excitement  I  had 

^^^ht  up  my  feelings ;  positively,  for  two  days 

'^^aa  in  such  a  fever  of  anxiety  that  I  could 

^tler  eat  nor  sleep.    The  third  evening  since 

^"^irellyn  had  taken  the  money  came,  and  he  had 

^'^  appeared:  I  was  uneasy.     Had  he  betrayed 

^*  and  embezzled  the  hundred  guineas  ? — They 

^^  of  no  consequence,  but  the  deception  was 

^^^^ble.  I  strode  through  the  little  patch  of  plea- 

^^t^ground  attached  to  the  chftteau,  then  into 
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the  narrow  court  j  for  I  feared  to  quit  tbe  pl^' 
lest  he  might  return.     At  length,  m  dnipiiff 
resolved  once  more  to  visit  the  €^fi,  and  seek  ^ 
information.    Just  as  I  was  setting  off^  Llewell|* 
arrived^  and  in  joyous  accents  exclaimed, 

^  Well^  master,  though  I  have  kept  you  miAs0 
this  time  I  am  not  without  my  errand.  lipA 
Beletrieve  has  just  gone  to  the  Louviet  to  tik^ 
leave  of  some  of  the  foreign  piinc^s^  who 
from  Paris  to-morrow.  His  Lordship 
proud  of  the  invitation  to  sup  with  the  6midBfy 
he  could  not  resist  accepting  of  it,  thcni|^ 
last  week  he  has  been  on  the  watdi^  as  hi 
some  suspicion  of  foul  play  ;  and  his  val0t  ■ 
his  temper  is  so  jealous^  that  when  bis 
hits  across  the  lady  it  makes  him  mtieMf^  Otlf 
tiiink,  master,  of  a  man  being  jeakms  olW^ 
shadow,  a  part  of  himself;  is  it  not  droll  V* 

**  Stop  this  nonsense,^  I  cried  angrily,  ** 
say,  have  I  any  chance  of  seeiDg  the  lady  i^ 

^<  Chance,  master  I  why  it  is  a  certainty, 
what  else  did  you  give  your  hundred  guinos; 
Notiiing  like  money  for  ezpeditiag  businesai  i^ 
having  a  plenty,  I  hired  a  oarriage,  and^  if  it  is 
your  pleasure,  you  have  only  just  to  jump  into  i^ 
and  whisk  off  to  the  Beletrieve  lioteL^^ 

*"  What  dien  r  I  demanded* 

With  a  knowing  grin,  he  waidt 

*'  Why,  your  honour,  you  will  of  count  hi 
shown  up  to  die  saloon  where  Ui^  kd 
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**  U  the  lady  apprised  of  my  intention  ?^  I 

nid. 

^  Not  a  word  of  it,'*  he  answered.  **  Surely, 
Sr  Frerilley  as  you  were  old  friends,  it  will  be 
^  an  agreeable  surprise  to  her  to  see  you. 
And  then  the  valet  says,  she  and  his  Lordship 
%ht  like  cat  and  dog,  and  she  perfectly  hates 

Agiin  a  pang  shot  through  my  heart  at  hearing 
A%lme  thus  spoken  of;  but  it  checked  me  not, 
10  wrapping  myself  up  in  a  coachman's  great 
Mand  slouched  hat,  accompanied  by  Llewellyn, 
I  drore  within  view  of  Lord  Bdetrieve's.  Having 
^ted,  and  ordering  the  carriage  to  wait,  I 
i^pped  boldly  up  to  the  front  door,  where  a 
^^'^n,  who  I  concluded  was  the  obsequious 
^  waited  to  receive  me.  I  slipped  a  well- 
'^  purse  into  his  hand :  he  made  quite  a  re- 
^'tetial  bow,  and  without  speaking  led  me  up  a 
^^  staircase,  down  a  long  corridor,  and  pointing 
^  half  opened  door,  through  which  a  gleam  of 
^t  streamed,  said  in  French,  that  bespoke  him 
Parisian: 

^  The  lady  is  there ;  if  she  is  to  escape  with 
^9  you  must  be  quick,  his  Lordship  seldom 
^  late  hours.  At  all  events.  Monsieur,  with- 
three  hours  at  the  utmost,  you  must  depart 
ni  this.*' 

(  promised,  dismissed  him,  and  the  next 
^ment  found  myself  alone  with  Aigline. 
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A«i  except  to  the  parties  concerned,  love  sc^a^* 
appear  absurd  and  uninteresting  I  shall  not  ent^ 
into  a  description  of  mine  with  Aigline.     AtSM 
she  received  me  angrily,  hatightily,  accusing  me  o( 
rudeness  and   ingratitude,    and  reproaching  ii»^ 
for  want  of  tenderness ;  ultimately  she  listened  to 
my  solemn  protestation^  that  from  the  pariiod  I 
lost  Clara,  she  had  been  the  dearest  object  of  mj 
affections.     Then  came  an  acknowledgment  of 
her  joy  when  she  learned  I  was  in  Paris,  heritnK* 
icty  to  see  me — her  fears  and    doubti  of  Hei' 
reception — the  opportunities  she  found  of  pfi^S 
her  nocturnal  visits  to  me^  and  her  disappoint^ 
ment  at  awakening  my  despair^  instead  of  my 
regBiTd. 

To  allthislpoured  forth  soft  and&Lttering^mnb^ 
dwelling  on  the  happiness  we  had  enjoyed  logetfat^ 
in  London.    I  then  mentioned  my  interview  witf* 
Lord  Beletrieve,  and  bdief  that  he  had  beooos  ^^ 
revolutionist.    This  led   to  a  long  convetntioi^ 
respecting  him^  and  she  solemnly  assured  me,thi^ 
drcumstances  of  the  most  painful    natuier  hu^ 
such  as  she  could  not  explain^  had   alone  mm^ 
pelled  her  to  reside  under  his  roof  ^  and  thol  th^ 
very  necessity  had  increased  her  abhorrence,  irbid^ 
was  augmented  by  the  annoyances  to  whkb  sb^ 
was  daily  exposed*    This  achnowledgmenC  of  b^ 
sentiments  and  unhappiness  afforded  an  offor^ 
tunity  to  press  my  suit.     Let  me  do  the  unfof* 
tunate  Aigline  justice ;  though  pen»iftded|  she 
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SO  agitated,  that  she  fainted  away ;  at  the  instant, 
the  valet  tapped  at  the  door ;  I  opened  it  and  re- 
qoflsted  he  would  bring  some  essences.  She  soon 
'^'ived,  and  oflfeiing  no  further  opposition,  we 
ropported  her  between  us  to  the  carriage.  Thus 
I  conveyed  to  my  house  the  daughter  of  him  who, 
^  extremity,  had  proved  my  best  friend  :  and 
who,  in  the  confidence  of  a  noble  nature,  had  ob- 
tained my  solemn  promise  to  guard  over  her 
honour  with  a  brother's  tenderness  and  care. 

How  Lord  Beletrieve  bore  her  loss  I  could  not 

••certain;  as  a  few  days  after,  while,  no  doubt, 

P'^iUuDg  to  be  revenged,    he  was    obliged    to 

•***cond  firom   Paris,  in  consequence    of   some 

^^^ej  transaction,  with  the  particulars  of  which 

**^o  remained  ignorant.    These  facts  Llewellyn 

^^*tied  at  his  hotel,  where  I  sent  him  to  demand 

^^line's  luggage,  as,  far  from  wishing  to  deceive 

7*  XiOrdship,  I  rather  gloried  in  having  outwitted 

^^«    It  also  appeared  that  he  had  dismissed  his 

^^^t,  and  broke  up  his   establishment;   having 

^       intention,   he   said,    of   again    returning    to 

^^^ce.    Some  reported  that  he  was  going  to  St. 

'^^^crsburg,  but  the  general  belief  was,  that  he 

'^^  only  retired  to  some  part  of  England ;  how- 

"^^T,  it  was  my  opinion  that  he  would  proceed  to 

^^^VBsia. 


H  3 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

It  was  a  strange  combination  of  evenliirii^ 
had  connected  Aigline  and   me  togedwr.    0* 
either  side^  there  was  litde  genuine  lovei  nA^ 
expectation  of  happiness.     She  had  waoffA  ^ 
from  the  memory  of  past  taidemeas^  ad  a^ 
to  escape  from  the  tyranny  of  Loid 
and  I  had  wooed  her  as  a  reHef  from  an  Mtd  ^ 
absorbing,  that  it  was    actually   puvlyBBf  fltf 
being.     Thus  the   strongest  linke  of 
existing  between  us,  were  a  reddei 
to  all  moral  principles^  an  ardent  Anbe  toj 


each  other^  and  under  the  assumptioti  of  a  Ab^ 
gaiety,  a  strenuous  endeavour  to  disguise  it0 
devouring  grief  which  preyed  on  our  hearts^  Sh^ 
I  laid  before  her  all  the  offisriiigs  which  love  wnl* 
devise,  or  wealth  puichaae.  She  received  tlwns 
gratefully,  praised  my  seleetioti,  ornamented  her^ 
self  with  the  brilliant  gemsy  and  gracelully  «rningo] 
in  her  apartments  the  varioui  toys ;  and  to  rewtn^ 
me,  touched  the  harp  with  a  syrea^s  skilly  ftceoin* 
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^g  it  with  a  voice  of  perfect  harmony.  But 
^  seeming  show ;  in  truth,  she  was  exquisitely 
^ble. 

oud  of  this  beautiful  creature,  I  wished  to 
2t  an  admiring  crowd  about  her ;  but  with  all 
ecklessness,  while  Mellish  continued  in  Paris, 
aded  to  do  so.  The  words  he  had  used  during 
ist  interriew,  when  speaking  of  Aigline,  still 
td  on  my  memory :  *^  I  must  have  been  a 
1,  the  worst  of  villains,''  he  said,  ''could  I 
still  further  degraded  George  Tennant's 
"  With  less  temptation,  I  had  acted  that 
and  I  shrank  from  the  withering  contempt 
irhich^  when  it  came  to  his  knowledge,  he 
[treat  me.  Not  that  I  any  longer  valued 
iendship ;  on  the  contrary,  humbled  by  an 
)  consciousness  of  my  own  inferiority  in  every 
r  quality,  I  bated,  because  I  could  not  despise 

lek  afier  week  rolled  on.  Aigline  and  I  being 
oldy  to  ourselves,  as  the  novelty  of  our 
neeting  passed  away,  became  less  guarded 
isiduous  in  our  manners,  till  by  impercep- 
legrees,  all  reserve  wore  off,  and  our  natural 
i;s  shone  forth.  At  times  she  was  gay  to 
:  dancing,  singing,  reciting,  and  amusing  me 
ariety  of  talent  and  anecdote ;  then  she  would 
ito  the  most  gloomy  despondency ;  and  when 
1  her  for  depressing  me  by  her  melancholy. 
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she  would  struggle  to  regain  her  cheerfulness,^-*^ 
as  I  discovered,  have  recourse  to  lauduram.  9^^ 
cerely  attached  to  her,  this  grieved  me 
measure  j  still  I  hesitated  to  betray  my  ] 
of  the  destructive  habit.  At  lengthy  in.< 
tion  of  persuading  her  against  it^  I 
disapprobation,  explaining  the  mmoiu  \ 
which  the  indulgence  must  inevitably  lead  Shei 
ceived  my  advice  petulantly,  aocosiDg  meofiflli 
over  her  as  a  spy ;  then,  seeing  my  brow  flnskvi 
anger,  she  tried  in  a  playful,  witty  maaner,  to  n 
hold  the  practice  ;  and  when  I 
it,  taking  my  hand,  in  piteous  acceati  aho  H 

'^  Oh  1  Freville,  could  you  but  oompidMB 
excess  of  my  agony  when  thoughts  of  Ae 
the  present,  or  the  future  press  on  my  biaii^  yo* 
would  not  wonder  at  my  adopting  any  nesns  ^ 
suppress  them,  even  for  an  instant.^ 

Perhaps    in   my   over-seal  I  treated  her  to9 
harshly  on  this  head  \   for,  aa  I  afterwardiToW^ 
she  began  to  fear  me.    Experiencing  the  livdi^ 
curiosity  to  learn  the  particulars  of  her  union  m^ 
subsequent  adventures,  more  particularly  the  ci^* 
cumstances  attending  her  meeting  with  Mellisii 
in  Alicant,  I  constantly  introduced  the  tubject 
but  she  always  evaded  every  reference  to  bef  lib  ^ 
subsequent  to  her  fitther's  death.      Howefefi « 
had  no  hesitation  in  speaking  of  Mc  Mtsjertoiii  i 
one  evening,  being  particularly  cheerful,  she  givi 
me  the  following  account  of  her  nuptialij  mfH* 
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**  1  ^ways  call  it  the  comic  scene,  or  rather 
fcrce  of  nay  life  •  it  was  a  most  ridiculous  busi- 
ness. Preville,  you  already  know  that  we  left 
Ixwdou  in  consequence  of  my  dear  father's  in- 
YoWements;  weU,  even  his  generous  nature 
could  not  resist  the  indurating  effects  of  gambling. 
The  romance  and  poetry  of  his  mind  were  fled, 
^u  he  incessantly  represented  to  me  the  absolute 
'^•^^•wty  of  establishing  myself  by  a  wealthy  mar- 

^Vhile  half  starving  in  the  bonny  land  of  cakes, 
^  became  acquainted  with  General  Mc  Misserton, 

^  in  his  seventy-third  year;  and  he,  good  man, 
''^  80  charmed  by  my  style  of  singing  old  Scotch 
^^es,  and  my  knowledge  of  his  country^s  chi- 
J^iry,that  at  the  end  of  three  weeks  he  proposed 
^  me  to  my  father,  and  I  accepted  the  pro- 
IH>8al.'' 

^  Good  heaven  !  Aigline,*'  I  cried,  "  how  could 
you,  yoimg,  beautiful,  and  accomplished,  so  sacri- 
fice yourself  P' 

"  What  could  I  do  ?"  she  replied  hastily.  "  My 
character  was  injured  by  the  false  reports  of  that 
wretch,  Beletrieve ; — I  was  an  embarrassment  to 
my  unfortunate  father;  more  influential  than 
ather,  I  had  made  the  notable  discovery,  that 
unaccompanied  by  wealth  or  station,  beauty  or 
talent  were  of  no  avail ;  fashion,  indeed,  was  a 
tubstitute  for  their  intrinsic  advantages ;  but  alas  I 
its  vain  glory  had  departed  from  me.''  I  smiled  at 


158 


THB  DBBRHUBSTf. 


her  sarcasm,  and  she  continued:  ^Wbf  fid  I 
marry  the  Mc  Misserton  ?  becanse  evenioratt^ 
ment  I  never  reflected  on  the  ties  or  dntM  of  Ai 
holy  state  into  which  I  was  entangi    III  flf 
scheme  of  pleasure  I  certainly  oonndend  As  # 
man  a  sad  incumbrance,  but  one  MsQy  astsafci 
As  he  himself  eloquentiy  expresaed  i^  lis  TO  ft 
stout  old  Highlander,  who  loved  fStm  ipoils  of  Ai 
field  as  well  as  ever;  and  who^  after  vinliBg  HtfT 
a  sunny  and  fertile  clime,  had,  like  FnmktaaA 
Oreenlander,  returned  to  give  a  pnfinsnoa  Id  Aft 
cold  and  barren  hills  of  lus  native  land.    Tbsaki 
was  eternally   lauding  his  aiater,  llki  lathili 
a  steady,    sandy-haired  spinstery  wbo  tor  Arif 
years  had  ruled  over  his  estaMiahtnant  with  mtM 
watchful  economy,  that  she  had  iaenaaed  U^ 
inheritance  of  four  thousand  a  year  to  fivsi   ' 
could  well  believe  the  wide  extent  of  oonntityaitf 
which  he  lorded,  when  he   poaaasMd  «Mk  •* 
income  in  the  north  of  Sutherland. 

*^  Having  learned  these  partic  ukrst  I 
arranged  everything  to  my  eatialkctioii.  The 
General,  spite  of  his  folly  in  marrying  me,  sp^ 
peared  a  sensible  person ;  and,  no  doubt,  m  dis 
novelty  of  his  position  wore  ofiV  ashamed  of  bftviog 
chosen  so  youthful  a  bride,  would  be  aa^bm  t9 
leave  Edinburgh,  where  our  ill-assorted  nu|Pliib 
had  taken  place,  and  retom  to  his  castle; 
then  Miss  Rachel  should  have  my  full  coni 
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I  her  control  over  the  barefooted  and 
damsels  and  kilted  youths^  who,  I  under- 
rmed  the  household ;  for  the  Mc  Mis- 
MMted  that,  as  far  as  possible,  he  retained 
ts  of  his  chivalrous  ancestors.  Good 
how  an  acquaintance  with  them  destroyed 
illusions  and  grandeur  my  imagination 
over  the  memories  of  by-gone  days  1 
$  General  and  Miss  Rachel  retained  former 
hy  not  I  ?  So  I  concluded  on  re-pur- 
ay  father's  elegant  residence — fortunately 
sale — hiring  a  box  at  the  Opera,  and 
the  season  in  London,  and  my  summer 
mtinent.  On  Christmas  plans  I  could 
decide  till  I  saw  how  far  Glenlow  Castle 
ired  for  company*  One  thing  was  in  its 
it  was  surrounded  by  a  fine  sporting 
and  there  was  good  fishing.  As  to  the 
isiderations  of  equipages,  furniture,  ^Vm- 
Y  were  all  to  be  in  the  best  style— ele- 
liout  pomp  or  show.  I  prided  myself 
turally  good  taste  had  been  improved  by 
on :  and,  though  I  hated  the  man,  I  also 
t  the  Mc  Misserton  had  an  abundance  of 
ney ;  so  there  was  nothing  to  interfere 
wishes.  It  was  a  bright  phantom  to  veil 
ality !  Yet,  though  full  of  a  weak  vanity, 
(  no  sin  in  my  thoughts.  On  the  con- 
esolved  to  be  grave  in  my  manner,  and 
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correct  to  prudence  in  my  conduct;  and  it 
my  intention  to  press  my  father  to  reride  wsiC^ 
me  during  the  General's  absence,  for  I 
expected  or  wished  him  to  remain  in 

'^Tou  laugh^  Freville,  at  my  so  totiyy 
him  aside :  to  say  truth,  I  most  have  baea  wAf 
mad  or  a  fool  to  have  so  mistaken  my  mia;  tfl 
yet  it  was  not  so  extraordinary  as  in  the  nfA' 
tion  it  appears,  for,  from  the  day  our  nrion  v* 
fixed,  I  constantly  spoke  of  my  intention^  tf 
course  qualifying  them  so  aa  not  to  oSHBd  t> 
self-love ;   and,   though    be  nerw  aaientad^  t* 
never  objected,  but  would  extend  lus  drf^litf' 
lips  into  a  grin,  that  displayed   hb   long  ydb* 
teeth,  for  all  the  world  like  a  horse's;  orpiiii^ 
some  joke  on  how  the   young  gallanti  w^i^ 
admire  the  gaber-lunzie's  bonny  wift^    Itekl 
would  pat  my  cheeks,  play  with   my   liqpiloi 
calling  me  his  healsome  giglet,  Mi  eooisltili  1* 
daft  Iambic,  and  a  thousand  other  pat  Wtt^l 
while  I,  in  the  furtherance  of  my  viia  ] 
mitted  to  his  dotage.    Oh!  Freiflley 
ill  becomes  one  so  lost  to  preadi  either  cQOTtlit| 
or  reli^on,  yet  I  have  no  heaitatioii  in  saying,  ^ 
the  woman,  who  from  necessity    or    intei 
motives,  kneels  at  the  altar  of  her  Gad^ 
to  love  a  man  she  utterly  abhors,  not  onlyoi 
the  laws  of  nature,  of  modesty,    of  tr nth, 
makes  a  fearful  stride  towards  future  crime. 


THB   DBBRHURSTS.  161 

ny  own  sad  soul  the  rapid  progress 
mte  it  more  to  my  burlesque  nuptials, 
the  maxims  of  Lord  Beletrieve.*' 
line/^  I  said,  for  she  actually  quivered 
ly  *' waive  these  self-accusations*  I 
to  hear  how  you  managed  in  the 
r  I  know  you  went  there.'' 
Freville/^  and  she  forced  a  smile, 
•rosy  and  trite  observations,  and  in 
»  age,  when  the  generality  of  unions 
n  interest  or  convenience^  all  I  can 
ibject  must  be  common-place.  So, 
the  McMisserton.  When  we  were 
ks  married  he  told  me  to  prepare  to 
m  in  a  couple  of  days  to  Olenlow 
Miss  Rachel  expected  us :  ^  Indeed,' 
had  not  so  long  continued  in  this 
n,  only  she  wished  to  have  the  way 
fore  you/ 

ouncement  fretted  me  :  not  that  I 
>f  consenting,  but  it  brought  matters 
.  So,  wishing  to  carry  my  point 
id  that  it  was  my  intention  to  ac- 
father  to  London,  and  to  arrange  for 
re  early  in  the  spring :  it  was  then 

d  at  me  with  unaffected  astonish- 

n  his  hateful,  broad  Scottish  accent 

Heck,  what  a  daft  hizzie  to  think  of 
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disputing  your  husband's  commands.    My  ^^  ; 
is  that  the  way  you  hope  to  go  flauntiiig}    *  ' 
shall  soon  bring  you  to  your  tackling ;  md,  Ht*  i 
your  father,  it  is  little  of  him  you  shall  S6i  in 
future,  for  he  is  almost  as  great  a  fool  aa  joa^ 
This  speech  irritated  me,  and,  pviog  my  tiif  < 
anger,  I   represented  how   cruel  and  noxulk 
would  be  in  him  to  suppose  a  person  of  my  tp 
could  consent  to  be  buried  aliTe  in  the  High* 
lands. 

^'  Without  being  in  the  least  discomposedi  ^ 
answered: — ^Tou  should  hare  reflecl^  cm 4 
this  before  marriage.  If  I  was  satisfied  to  birti 
the  dignity  of  my  ancient  family^  by  luttl  < 
myself  to*the  daughter  of  a  man  who  followcJ  ^ 
craft,  you  might  well  exchange  the  adFantag^^f 
youth«— a'^ft  you  have  in  common  with  the  hun^ 
blest — ^for  the  honour  of  hairtng  your  tmme  graft«*l 
on  the  genealogical  tree  of  the  McMissertani  ^ 
Sutherland/ 

<<  At  another  period  I  must  have  laughed  st  ^ 
solemn  consequence;  but  then,  terrified  at  ^ 
idea  of  being  obliged  to  accompany  him,  1  c^ 
tended  the  point,  saying  that,  though  my  father 
had  been  compelled  by  circumstanoes  to  follot 
business,  he  was  just  as  well  descended, 

*** Admit  it,*  said  he,  gravely i  'still,  in  » 
chivalrous  race  it  is  a  blemish  on  their  escutclieoni 
seeing  that  the  name  and  conn^on  are  mm^ 
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led  without  die  cause  which  led  to  the  dq;rada- 
beiog  specified,  so  the  whys  and  wherefores 
man's  following  business,  are  lost  to  posterity, 
thall  explain  to  you/ 

By  no  means.  General/  I  answered,  angrily ; 
we  a  loss  of  time,  I  assure  you.  I  am  per- 
'  aware  of  the  antiquity  of  the  McMisser- 

Knowing  it,  you  shall  learn  to  respect  me,' 
he  answer. 

replied  saucily  enough,  '  It  was  not  to  re- 
f  but  to  love  you,  I  vowed ;  and,  if  you  wou]^ 
are  me  falsify  my  oath,  you  will  not  deprive 
f  all  the  recreations  my  youth  delights  in. 
old  oblige  me  to  consider  you  as  a  jailer,  not 
I,  tempting  me  to  break  my  vow :  so,  reflect 
Idac,'  I  added,  coazingly  '  ere  you  refuse  my 
lable  request  of  spending  a  few  months  of 
year  in  London,  and  then  I  shall  cheerfully 
e  the  remainder  to  you.' 
his  observation  threw  him  into  a  violent 
n.  In  his  harsh  voice,  and  as  usual  inter- 
ing  his  words  .with  Scotch  phrases,  he 
med  : 

3oity,  toity,  you  jade  1  the  deil  take  your 
lence,  to  think  to  deceive  me  with  your 
phraise.  I  spent  two  years  in  that  same 
d,  long  enough  to  understand  their  daffin 
and  so  you  want  some  recreations  in 


164  THE    DEERUURSfi. 

London   to   reconcile  you  to   yoar  i^&eritmslt 
some  dainty  Jo  to  be  jauldn  with  yon  |  irtfle  U 
foraoothj  atay  at  home  like  a  cdf,  sen£iig  f^ 
my   tocher  to  waste   upon   wUrligigiims,    \^ 
are  but  a  silly  vap-rin-gipsy  after  all  yom  ^ 
or  you  would  consider  my  escperienoe.     I  eotflv' 
the  army  at  the  boyish  age  of  eighteen^  i  iifk 
tall,    strappings  comely  youth   as  erer  left  dK 
Highlands,  gallant   withal,  and  fuU  of  wmsoffi^ 
ways  to  please  the  lassies^  and  many  a  bonflii 
lass  whose  name  has  long  been  foiigotteii  in  tli  , 
grave,  and  many  a  bright  eye  now  dimmed  rA 
age,  loved  to  see  the  McMisserton^  aye,  and  iDflrt 
too,  no  need  of  a  wife  then  to  caie  for  me.  Ltttii 
see,  it  was  in  the  summer  of  17^5  that  I  mtisd 
the  armyj  and   proceeded  to  Ireland^  and  Mi 
after  sailed  from  Cork  with  Qener&l  Braddoefcit 
Virginia.     WeD,  well,  I  see  you  titter  at  ^  tli 
of  auld  lang  syne,  and  if  I  were  to  teQ  pt  ^ 
fought  in  the  field  with  a  Wolfe  and  a  WashiflJ* 
ton,  and  a  thousand  otlier  beroeSt  it  would  be  aS^ 
the  same,  you  would  rather  listen  to  some  dfi* 
Tering  billies  wheedlings/     He  paused^  especttM 
to  be  contradicted ;  but  I  mad©  some  pert  remuW 
and  he  continued  more  passionatdy ;  ^Af^^^ 
I  fought  in  Germany,  and  gallantly  too ;  tod  (^ 
miles  round  the  hills  of  Sutherland  bbied  ^ 
bonfires,  and  loudly  the  pibroch  and  begpipe  Jin>- 
claimed  the   McMisserton^i  triumph;  and  tires 
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I  visited  jour  boasted  country,  rebellious  Ireland. 
Now  take  all  these  circumstances  into  just  consi- 
toation,  and  lay  aside  the  foolish  hope,  that  by 
the  clatter  of  your  tongue  you  can  conquer  a  man 
who  undaunted,  braved  the  cannon's  thunder ;  it's 
enough  to  raize  me,  to  hear  a  hizzie  like  you,  who 
Ittd  ndt  a  plack  for  her  tocher,  thinking  to 
numage  me  as  if  I  was  a  mere  bluntie.' 

^At  another  time,  I  should  have  been  amused 
^  witnessing  his  fury  ;  positively  his  scant  grey 
Ur  bristled  like  a  hedgehog's,  and  his  glassy 
^€8,  of  a  pewter  colour,  actually  glared  on  me  like 
>  tiger's ;  then — to  render  his  compound  language 
nwre  emphatic — every  time  he  uttered  a  Scotch 
^ord,  he  struck  the  ground  with  a  large  gold- 
J^^^dedcane.  In  short,  nothing  could  be  more 
I^croos  to  a  looker-on ;  but  alas  !  as  the  chief 
•ctor  in  the  scene,  I  felt  that  to  me  it  was  likely 
to  prove  a  tragedy.  There  was  no  mistaking  his 
"teniness  of  purpose,  and  I  actually  burst  into 
toars  as,  no  longer  deceived  by  my  vain  fancies, 
^  '>eheld  in  its  true  light  the  position  to  which  in 
®y  unreflecting  levity,  I  had  doomed  myself. 
'ar  from  yielding  gracefully  to  what  I  knew  was 
"Stable,  I  still  contended  the  point,  represent- 
^  that,  as  he  was  old  enough  to  be  my  grand- 
fiither,  he  should  reflect  that  our  tastes  must 
^dely  differ. 

"  Having  recovered  his  composure  he  answered 
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seem  to  think  I  married  you  just  t< 
idle  gallants  of  the  town  ;  however,  ^ 
to  Glenlow  Castle,  sister  Radid  aha! 
your  duty ;  and  believe  me,  none  evei 
its  gates  without  my  knowledge.  ¥ 
that  dare !  And  now  I  anoMt  knife  jo^ 
rather  stand  before  the  eamum's  nun 
a  woman  greetin,  even  though  it  is  n 
hizzie  like  yourself/ 

^With  these  words,  he  nunchec 
I  flew  to  my  father  to  entreat  his  : 
He  listened  to  me  with  hie  nsoal  tei 
presenting  how  impotent  aU  my  < 
the  McMisserton's  authority 
trying  to  reconcile  me  to  my  ftfte^  ^ 
the  truth,  was  sad  enough,  by  fbllj  ei 
own  distress,  and  his  intentioD,  i 
provided  for,  of  proceeding  to  I 
making  one  more  desperate  fSkut  to 
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^ttted,  and  a  few  days  after,  the  General  and  I 
«t  off  for  Sutherland.' 

^And  Aigline/'  I  demanded,  '^  was  the  ances- 
tal  residence  of  the  McMisserton  in  reality  a 
eiBtle?  I  remember  when  the  idea  of  visiting 
ttie  wild  glens  and  heath-covered  mountains  of 
Scotland  formed  one  of  the  dreams  of  your  youth* 
Wfandes/' 

•Yes,  Freville,"  she  replied,  "but  not  as  the 
bride  of  a  man  of  seventy-three;  and  what  I  found 
■Dore  intolerable,  was  the  companionship  of  that 
v^enmble  and  peevish  spinster,  Miss  Rachel.  Then 
» to  the  residence,  it  had  nothing  to  entitle  it  to 
4e  romantic  name  of  a  castle,  except  the  ivy- 
B^Ued  ruins  of  an  old  donjon,  which  stood 
^X^y  opposite  to  the  house,  a  square,  shabby, 
•tfinished,  half-furnished  dwelling,  fitter  habita- 
^  for  a  farmer  than  a  chieftain.  The  sur- 
bonding  country,  indeed,  was  fine,  nay,  magni- 
<!ent  in  its  scenery;  but  even  nature  receives 
tint  from  our  feelings,  and  certainly  while  in 
codand  there  was  no  couleur  de  rose  in  mine.'' 
"  How  Miss  Rachel  and  her  attendant  nymphs 
list  have  admired  you !  Certes,  Aigline,  you 
ust  have  appeared  as  the  goddess  of  beauty 
oidst  the  brawny  Highland  race.'' 
She  laughed  gaily,  as  she  observed:  "Oh, 
leviUe !  how  little  you  comprehend  their  tastes 
d  prejudices.    In  the  first   instance,  ideas  of 


Miss  Rachel,  who  I  believe  had  ] 
ten  miles  from  Glenlow,  comeliness 
it,  consisted  in  a  strong-made,  be 
eyes  and  yellow  or  sandy  hair;  a 
striding  walk,  and  in  bonndiDg 
through  a  reel  or  hornpipe.'' 

*^Then,  Aigline,'*  I  laidy^yoa 
of  eliciting  her  admiration.  Howoa 
to  select  you  ?*' 

'^  Oh  !  his  taste  was  perverted  fi 
by  having  visited  so  many  comitrie 
ahready  told  you,  it  was  my  vdoey 
which  captivated  him ;  besides  lie  ] 
good  qualities,  Miss  Rachdnone:- 
on  me,  however,  is  too  good  not  tx> 
day  after  my  arrival  at  Olenlow^ 
by,  I  was  coolly  received — at  flie  1 
clan  could  not  be  reconciled  to  the 
ing  a  shipwright's  daughter — ^I  he 
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be  heezed  the  hizzie  just  to  jouk  her/     All  this 

amused  me,  for  I  was  malicious  enough  to  enjoy 

Miss  Rachel's  mortification.   Now,  Freville,  judge 

firomtfais  obsenration,  how  far  the  distinguidhty 

iriucb  had  excited  the  admiration  of  the  Prince, 

*nd  dected  me  a  London  belle,  was  valued  at 

Glenlow:  not  an  iota,  I  can  assure  you.    The 

^hok  clan    would   not  have   given    a   mess  of 

ponitch  for  my  beauty ;  still  it  is  quite  wonderful 

how  the  mind  yields  to  circumstances,  and  were 

it  not  for  Miss  Rachel's  interference,  I  think  I 

cotild  have  got  on  tolerably.    The  old  General 

^ly  loved  me;   then    I  found   amusement   in 

jogging  on  a  pony  as  rugged  as  a  bear  through 

toe  mountains  and  glens,  and  conversing  with  the 

^^  people,  who  being  very  intelligent  and  full 

®^  indent  prejudices, — moreover,   replete  with 

Underfill  legends,  and  ballads,  and  historical  facts 

"""'^ere  very  entertaining,  and  began  to  like  the 

S^berlnnrie's  young  wife  for  taking  such  an  inte- 

'^t  in  their  beloved  country,  when  all  was  upset 

**y  nay  losing   my   temper  one   day   that  Miss 

"•chel  was  more  pertinacious  than  usual,  and, 

somen^hat  rudely  telling  her,  that  as  soon  as  the 

^^eral  died — and  he  could  not,  firom  his  advanced 

*8^  be  expected  to  live  long — I  would  reside  at 

Glenlow,  for  the  righteous  purpose  of  banishing 

■^er  from  the  seat  of  her  forefathers.     It  is  need- 

^^  to  say,  that  the  very  idea  of  being  expelled 

VOL.   II.  I 
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from  her  Paradise  inspired  horror.    SheilBf  • 
tears  to  make  her  complaint. 

^^  Such  a  speech  at  any  tune 
tified  the  McMisserton,  but  tiiat 
troubled  with  an  indigestion^  from 
of  crowdie,  seasoned  to  his  partksakr  iHto^  kl 
was  seriously  angry,  and  did  not  for  the  day  eoi^ 
descend  to  address  me.  This  I  boro  mdi  itff 
Christian-like  resignation ;  discovering  1Mod^  Iji 
adopted  another  method  of  pnnishnMiit;  ftr  im- 
mediately after  dinner,  Bfiss  Baohd,  wiA  tt> 
most  pompous  air  possible  spread  out  en  inoMB* 
sheet  of  half-mildewed  musty  parefcnwmt,  irlh* 
she  held  open  with  her  bony  fin^rs,  while  the 
General  clapping  his  spectaeles  on  his  high  htK^ 
nose,  and  leaning  his  thin  gaunt  figure  oirer  the 
table,  so  as  to  command  a  bird^s-eye  riew  <rf  tk 
valuable  document,  with  the  end  of  his  00^ 
pointing  to  several  characterst  which  to  nicKp 
peared  very  hieroglyphical,  he  began  muUenng 
some  names,  when  Miss  Rachel  screamed  forU)  * 

"  *  Speak  out  boldly,  Davoo,  and  show  tiiis 
man's  daughter  from  what  ancient  bloid 
sprung/ 

^^  He  replied  with  solemn  gravity : 

^^  Rachel,  that  is  not  my  present  object  1  but  [ 
wish  to  impress  on  her  mind,  that,  descended  fronA 
a  patriarchal  race^  with  tbdr  blood  I  inherit  tJser 
longevity,  that  is,  so  &r  as  can  be  expected  irtm 


i 


THS  DSKRHUR8T8.  171 

e  reyolTing  ages  have  made  in  the  atmos- 

le   increase    of  population,    and  other 

aoses  too  profound  for  this  winsome 

understand/ 

he  patted  my  cheek,  and  stroked  down 

as  if  I  were  a  child,  saying  in  his  softest 

line,  I  am  going  to  prove  that  we  do 
sure  time  as  the  vulgar  herd.  Look 
ly  at  this  our  genealogical  tree,  and  you 
rve  that  the  founder  of  our  noble  house 
3C,  after  whom  all  the  succeeding  heirs 
mily  have  been  named,  aye,  to  the  tenth 
n.  Now,  this  Davoc  was  but  a  tiller  of 
id, — ^for,  remember,  all  greatness  must 
{[inning : — however,  being  a  sprightly  lad, 
m1  his  evenings  learning  the  use  of  the 
,  and,  besides,  was  an  excellent  bowman; 
even  while  his  hands  guided  the  plough, 
;  was  with  the  wars ;  so,  when  the  cele- 
asurrection  of  Mary  broke  out,  off  he 
ight  as  a  volunteer  in  the  royal  cause : — 
IS  the  deed,  and  lucky  was  the  conquest 
to  hand  he  fought  with  the  rebel  chief 
^c  William,  wrenched  the  claymore  from 
afiil  arm,  and  laid  it  at  the  feet  of  Alex- 
.,  the  son  and  successor  of  William,  the 
ootland,  and  for  this  deed  of  loyalty  and 
in  arms,  Alexander  endowed  him  and  his 
I  2 
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heirs  with  this  fief  of  Glenlow.  And  liras  flK 
gadsman  became  a  feadal  laird.  Nov  thia  ei^e 
took  place  in  the  year  of  oor  Loid  1ft  V^ 
Next  to  him  was  .  .  .  .* 

*'  Springing  from  the  table,  I  oaDad  oat  pstfr 
lantly :  ^  Good  Heaven !  can  yoa  anppoae  me  OMdt 
to  listen  to  the  history  of  the  McMiMertim  ht 
six  hundred  years ;  believe  me,  I  am  content  wtfA 
my  present  knowledge  of  them/ 

"  *  I  told  you/  again  screamed  out  Misi  RMhtl* 
'  that  she  was  an  unco-^pey.^ 

***  Silence,  woman/  exdaimed  the  GfneaL 
turning  angrily  on  her.  *  And  you.  Airline,  i^W^* 
and  I  shall  merely  speak  of  my  immediate  p^^' 
fathers;  bear  in  mind,  your  own  sons — and  U^F 
you  will  have  many — * 

•'* '  Will  love  to  hear  of  their  heroic  rteedi,'  1 
returned,  with  a  saucy  laugh  :  not  noticing  iti  ^ 
said  : 

"  ^  As  a  hand  holding  a  dnymore  is  our  ^m% 
spite  of  your  impatience  I  »biiU  remark,  hfd^ 
rence  to  it,  that,  in  1445,  another  of  my  anc«*tof»' 
a  lineal  descendant  of  Davoc's  was  ele<;te«!  to  ^ 
honour  of  accompanying  to  France  the  embii^f* 
who  went  there  to  choose  a  bride  for  Jamas  IL 
of  Scotland;   and  the  lq;encl  goest  that 
owing  to   the  gallantry  and    the  nohlii 
of  the   McMisserton  that    Mary    of    Gii^i 
land  accepted  of  the  youthftl  monarch.    Be  tbii 
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^  it  aiay,  when  the  nuptials  took  place  at  Leith, 
Davoc  presented  to  his  King,  as  a  wedding  gift,  the 
d&7°^ore  wrenched  from  Donald  McWilliam 
wmetwo  hundred  years  before.  It  was  grace- 
^y  accepted,  and  hung  up  in  StirUng  Castle 
'^th  the  most  prized  of  the  royal  arms.' 

*^  Forgive  me,"  said  I,  again  interrupting  him ; 
''but  I  feel  no  interest  in  all  this/' 

*^ '  Bat  your  sons  will/  said  the  General,  with  a 
"^timental  sigh. 

*'I  laughed  again,  whilst  Miss  Rachel,  who 
^^utd  to  provoke  his  ire,  looked  unutterable 
things.  For  some  moments  the  McMisserton 
'^mained  silent;  then  after  an  inward  struggle 
^nst  the  pleasure  he  found  in  conversing  over 
the  merits  of  his  ancestors,  he  exclaimed : 

***Come  we  at  once  to  the  longevity  of  my 
great,  great,  grandfather,  celebrated  for  his  adhe- 
rence to  the  unfortunate  Mary,  who  lived  to  the 
renerable  age  of  one  hundred  and  three  years ;  his 
[randson,  my  grandfather,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
leven  possessed  a  strength  of  mind  and  body 
rbich  promised  long  life.  But,  unhappily,  in 
lelebration  of  some  foreign  victory  gained  by  the 
lutherland  yeomanry,  he  indulged  in  a  debauch, 
rhich  threw  him  into  a  fever,  and  carried  him  off 
a  nine  days.  My  poor  father  died  very  young, 
teing  but  seventy-three.  It  was,  however,  the 
esnlt  of  an  accident,  so  bespoke  no  decline  in  the 
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powers  of  our  family.     Being  particiilirly  acti'^ 

and  of  a  light  form^  he  was  fond  of  boyiah  i 

tions,  80  one  day,  to  amuse  his 

young  McDuff,  he  laid  his  hand  on  his  1 

main  to  bound  on  its  back,  when  flie  boy^fidl  ^ 

tricks,  struck  the  animal  on  the  fiBdock) 

caused  it  to  rear  and  plunge;  my 

father  was  dashed  to  the  ground,  and  by  ml 

on  the  temple  killed  on  the  spot.    That  he  ^ 

carried  off  in  the  very  prime  of  his  lifei' 

"  No  longer  restraining  my  indignatMMi  I 
claimed :  '  General,  can  you  be  8erioii%  to  «{ 
man  of  seventy-three  was  in  the  prime  of  Us  1 
Why  it  is  against  scriptural  knowlAdge*   I  ( 
believe  it." 

'^  He  exclaimed  angrily : 

<<  <  Then,  please  God,  you  shaD  see  it,  and  wem^^  ^ 
you  must  believe.    I  am  the  very  image  <dmf^  ^ 
great  great-grandfather,  who  lived  to  be  one  hm' 
dred  and  three,  besides  months  and  days^  wUA 
your  impatient  temper  would  not  wait  to  recbait; 
then  I  am  hale  in  my  conatitutioti,  tempciiU  Ib 
my  habits,  composed  in  my  temper,  eaay  is  tsf 
drcomstances,  and  above  aD,  breiithing  the  M 
air  of  my  native  hills ;  so,  as  far  as  bumaii  eskih 
lation  extends,  I  may  calculate  on  reaching  ^ 
same  venerable  age  of  whipfa  I  now  want  abont 
twenty-seven  years ;  bendes  the  monthi  atid  daji 
are  all  of  consequence  at  the  end  of  a  man's  hit. 
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though  little  valued  at  its  commencement  Now 
by  that  time  you  will  have  reached  your  jubilee 
T^ar^  or  thereabouts — a  steady  age  for  women ;  so 
I  shall  be  more  content  to  leave  you  guardian 
over  my  sons  or  daughters,  that  may  arise  from 
oar  union/ 

*^I  waived  further  contest  with  the  General, 
^hich  put  him  into  such  good  humour,  that  for 
several  days  he  did  nothing  but  pet  me  in  his  un- 
couth manner;  he  acting  the  part  of  the  ass,  and 
'  of  the  lap-dog,  in  the  fable.     For  to  irritate 
Af  iss  Rachel,  I  encouraged  him  in  all  his  fooleries, 
"^^king  him  chase  me  round  the  tables  and  gar- 
^^^y  play  at  shuttlecock,  dance  reels,  hunt  butter- 
^^s,  he  looking  all  the  while  as  stiff  and  grim  as 
^  Don  Quixote.     His  kilted  Highlanders  began 
^  cross  themselves,  and  swore  the  gaberlunzie 
^as  daft;  and  Miss  Rachel,  who,  like  many  others, 
^at  are  themselves  absurd,  still  have  a  quick  ob- 
servation for  the  ridiculous  in  others,  would  con- 
stantly roar  out,  '  Davoc,  you  are  more  of  a  coof 
than  a  collie,  to  let  that  giglet  wheedle  you  into 
foch  fashions.     I  prophecy  she  will  put  you  on 
the  cutty  stool  ere  long/ '' 
I  interrupted  Aigline,  saying  archly : 
"  And  did  the  carlin's — ^is  not  that  the  Scotch 
for  a  stout  old  lady  ? — spae  come  to  pass  ?    Now, 
do  not  look  so  fatigued  from  the  subject,  but  tell 
me  how  long  you  sported  with  the  old  fool,  and 
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what,  stay  you  made  in  the  Highland^  and  i^-"^ 
ther  you  cheered  your  solitode  liy  a  fcv  w^^ 
quarrels  with  Miss  Rachelr" 

She   answered:    '< In   all,   I   fifed  with  t^ 
McMisserton  a  year  and  nine  m<mtli%  and  ai   ^ 
our  quarrels  they  were  too  numerona  tobeiahtarf? 
still  I  cannot  give  a  graphic  daacrqplwii  of  l^ 
grievances ;  they  were  a  sort  of  LpUilNitian  tor- 
ments, very  annoying  to  the  aaflEenr,  but  vUefc 
would  appear  as  of  no  consequence  in  deboL  Iff 
greatest  crime  was  not  giving  an  heir  to  Qhahwr 
Castle:    really  the  lament  of  the  Genenl  sad 
Miss  Rachel  on  this  head  was  absurd  \mfiA  ^ 
belief.    At  one  time  they  would  represeat  th* 
inconvenience  and  disappoiDtment  that  must  m* 
suit  from  my    obstinacy.     To  the  Clan  of  tbc 
McMisserton  sometimes  I  was  scalded,  sometioit 
petted  on  the  subject ;  the  next  heir  to  Glenkt 
was  in  the  female  line,  grandson  of  the  very  Mc- 
Duff   whose    levity    had    caused    the    death  of 
Davoc's  father.    Add  to  these  tremeiidaus  faults 
my  disUke  to  parritch^  sowans,  haggisi  crovdie, 
and  all  the  unpalatable  mixtures  with  whieb  XIi^^ 
Rachel  fed  the  family.     I  may  as  well  m^tidii/ 
that,  in  every  thing  of  economy  the  General  tidii 
with  his  sister;  for,  by  a  strange  infataationi  whilil 
he  hated  his  heir,  he  could  not  resist  tht^  secrd! 
impulse  of  a  miserly  dispof$ition  to  heap  up  tre^ 
aurea  for  him. 
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"^  ^Viort  time  before  I  fled  from  Glenlow,  this 

McDw  Gower  arrived — ^a  most  unwelcome  guest; 

but  8UU  Highland  hospitality  would  not  close  the 

door  on  lath  or  kin.  He  was  a  great,  tall,  ungainly 

;oath,  with  fair  hair  and  bright  complexion,  and 

V^te  of  his  country's  prejudices,  had  the  good 

^te  to  admire  me,  and  to  say  it  too.    This  lost 

^  all  favour  in  the  sight  of  Miss  Rachel,  who 

^  always  complaining  of  him,  and  trying  to  stir 

^P  the  General  to  jealousy.     Out  of   revenge, 

^cDoff  ^ould  take  an  opportunity  to  throw  salt  or 

Pepper  into  the  crowdie  or  parritch ;  then  the  old 

'^^  would  scold  Miss  Rachel,  she  the  servants, 

^hey  the  McDuff,  who,  full  of  boyish  tricks  and 

^pudenoe,  would  deny  it;   so  the  whole  house 

^as  a  scene  of  confusion,  which,  to  confess  a  folly, 

t  rather  enjoyed. 

'^  In  the  midst  of  this  nonsense,  I  received  an 
coount  that  my  father  was  thrown  into  the 
ebtor's  prison.  In  a  state  of  agitation  I  flew  to 
le  General,  requesting  he  would  accompany  me 
>  London  and  make  some  effort  to.  release  him. 
[e  mocked  my  folly,  swearing  a  tremendous  oath, 
lat  he  would  not  part  a  bodle  to  assist  a  ninny 
ho  had  squandered  all  his  substance  at  the  gam- 
ig  table.  It  was  a  terrible  truth ;  but  his  mis- 
•rtune  only  attached  me  the  more  closely  to  my 
iaguided  parent,  and  I  even  condescended  to 
itreat  of  Miss  Rachel  to  interest  herself  in  his 

1  3 
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favour;  but  she  was  a  oold-hearled, 
woman,  and  actually  delightod  in  my 
McDuff,  witnessing  this,  being  nataivUy 
rous  and  affectionate,  and  fancying 
love  with  me,  made  such  ofien  to  tlie 
serton  if  he  would  release  my  la^er,  as 
cupidity  must  have  accepted,  if  tbe  interert  At 
youth  showed  had  not  awakened  his  }e^o^tmi 
now  the  childish  bickenngs  and  petty  inrii' 
which  had  before  reigned  in  ovr  fiunilyi  bdit 
forth  into  the  darker  passional  and  wlwl  viiikAi 
false  insinuations  of  the  spinster^  Mm  RaM 
and  the  angry  words  of  the  General,  ihe  claii  at 
the  McMissertons  imbibed  ancb  a  bailed  against 
me,  that  I  positively  began  to  think  my  liAiii 
endangered.  While  meditating  bow  to  tvmditv 
I  received  a  letter^  with  the  palnfi^  inleUig^tiGe^ 
my  father  was  in  a  fever,  and  aiq»pQM4  t«hiii! 
the  point  of  death.  All  thougfalt  of  ftelf  6dllj 
before  this  additional  affliction  |  I  knek  ittbr^ 
McMisserton's  feet,  wildly  entreating  percnitaait 
to  go  and  attend  on  bim.  Methtnks  but  for  bb  m- 
reasonable  jealousy,  he  would  not  have  rejectrii 
my  supplications,  for  he  was  not  defictetit  in  good 
feeling  where  his  love  for  gold,  the  maal^pawD* 
did  not  interfere ;  but  then,  whatever  infitittioMi 
him,  far  from  sympathiiing  in  my  natuml  goA 
he  treated  me  harshly — swore  that  I  bad  mim 
secret  motive,  or  that  I  would 
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of  a  fi\^i^  McDuflF  Gower  to  go  into  a  prifion  to 
tend  i^y  foolish  father ;  and  as  his  anger  waxed 
^"^'"^er,  he  threaten^  to  lock  me  up.  Altogether 
ufi  so  provoked,  so  disgusted  me,  that  I  resolved 
^^  longer  to  submit  to  his  tyranny.  Quick  at 
^'^h^  I  rapidly  arranged  a  plan  of  escape ;  so 
'^siog  ffom  my  knees,  and  commanding  my  emo- 
f  tion,  I  said :  ^  Enough,  McMisserton,  I  shall 
I  ^^er  again  press  you  on  the  subject.'  He  seemed 
pleased  at  my  acquiescence. 

^'I  soon  found  an  opportunity  of  speaking  to 
McDuff,  and  at  once  confided  to  him  my  inten- 
tion of  escaping  from  Glenlow.    Though  startled 
at  its  boldness,  he  made  no  opposition ;  his  un- 
requited love  rendered  him  my  slave,  and  he 
willingly  acceded  to  my  plans.    Accordingly  at 
dinner  he  announced  that  he  purposed  quitting 
Sutherland  on  the  following  morning.     His  uncle 
received  the  intelligence  with  unaffected  pleasure. 
Miss  Rachel  with  regret,  for  she  delighted  in  mis- 
chief, the  only  variety  to  her  monotonous  exist- 
ence, and  she  feared,  once  the  McDuff  was  gone, 
her  brother's  jealousy  would  die  away,  and  she  be 
deprived  of  the  pleasure  of  tormenting  him  and 
injuring  me. 

**  When  retiring  for  the  night,  McDuff  asked 
for  the  keys,  saying  that  he  would  set  off  before 
daybreak ;  he  did  not  wish  to  disturb  the  family, 
so  would  take  them  to  his  chamber.    This  con- 
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siderate  arrangement  was  received  with  sorpr-rSi 
by  Miss  Rachel;  indeed  she  might  wdl  be  ^^ 
tonished,  as  heretofore  McDoff  had  devoted  ■>>> 
whole  time  to  annoying  the  hooMliold,  aadC^ 
keys  were  handed  to  him,  with  many  thuki. 

**  As  this  stratagem  had  saooeedied»  all  Ar  n^ 
was  easy.  In  the  middle  of  the  Wf^  I 
from  my  couch,  and  while  the  McMiaMrtOQ 
in  a  deep  sleep,  I  slipped  on  my  habity  padfiM 
my  jewels,  all  of  which  had  been  my  fiither^s 
and  gliding  down  stairs,  was  toon  joined  ^^ 
McDuff,  who  had  my  mare,  another  of  my  fithig^ 
presents,  in  readiness,  and  in  a  few 
galloped  off  from  my  Highland  bome^ 
pected  chains  of  gold  had  tamed  into  iron.* 

''  To  say  troth,  Aigline,^  I  obeervod,  ^it  wi» 
bold  measure,  yet  I  can  scarcely  Uame  yoo; 
say,  how  did  the  young  McDoff  behave  on 
occasion  V^ 

^*  Gallantly,    generously,  like  m  trae   m 
Scotia;  for,  spite  of  the  McMisseiton  clan,  tb^f 
are  a  noble  race.     I  knew  his  youthful  feeliag' 
were  full  of  romance,  and  so,  ere  we  dt?pajtf<i 
from  Glenlow,  I  represented  to  bim  that  dorbf  ^ 
our  journey  he  should  treat  me  with  the  m^/A 
distant  respect,  as  otlierwise  I  could  not 
his  protection,  ezplatning,  that  though  fully 
oi  the  scandal  likely  to  result  from  our  dapou^ 
together,  still,  while  supported  by  conscious  mm- 
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d  the  conviction  that  by  flying  to  my 
mstance  I  performed  a  sacred  duty,  I 
at  all  false  reports  with  contempt.  Alas  ! 
iessness  of  public  opinion  is  to  woman 
ipling  down  of  one    of   the    strongest 

0  their  virtue. 

iroceeded  by  a  lonely  and  circuitous  route 
•urgh,  travelling  slowly  for  the  sake  of 
is.  Arrived  there,  McDuff  sold  my 
ich  was  valuable,  and  then,  spite  of  his 

1  and  regret,  I  bade  him  adieu,  and  pro- 
y  the  public  vehicles  to  London,  and 
le  little  difficulty,  succeeded  in  gaining 
ze  into  my  father's  prison.  He  was  still 
e  influence  of  fever.  By  parting  with 
my  jewels,  I  was  enabled  to  procure  for 
best  medical  attendance  ;  and  after  a  few 
ecovered  from  the  fearful  complaint ;  but 
\  no  ministering  to  a  mind  so  devoured 
f  and  remorse — for  the  misery  to  which 

error  had  doomed  me  preyed  on  his 
asuming  all  the  principles  of  life.  He 
0    a   rapid  decline,  and  in  a  few  short 

followed  him  to  his  last  sad  home — a 
iclusion,  Freville,  to  my  strange  marriage 
McMisserton.^'  She  paused,  and  then 
.ed  tone  said :  ^^  Shall  we  take  a  walk  or 
inish  these  gloomy  thoughts  ?" 

dear  Aigline,''  I  replied  ;  '*  but  tell  me 
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first; — did  you  again  return  to  Satiiariand,  aa4  ^ 
not^  where  did  you  go  ? — all  conoemi^g  joii»  ^ 
best  love,  must  interest  me.^ 

^^  It  is  at  least  kindly  said/'  «he  answered  fi^ 
some  bitterness;  ^*but  methinke^  nrafiDe^iftv^* 
in  better  taste  not  to  press  mo  into  a  detail  ^ 
events^  which,  from  the  circumatanoes  under  vUe^ 
we  met,  you  must  be  aware,  led  to  eriL  Wkfy 
she  passionately  continued,  '^  wish  me  to  tno^ 
back,  step  by  step,  the  pasaiona  and  Ibe  eoM^* 
quent  misery,  which  sank  me  into  the  lowest  riiM 
of  degradation — a  shame  and  reproadi  toiayevii 
sex,  the  slave,  victim  of  yours,  and  worieafa^* 
a  disgrace  and  affliction  to  the  few,  the  very  k^* 
who  in  my  present  fallen  state,  are  chariUU^ 
enough  to  retain  any  remembrance  of  what  I  wis* 
or  compassion  for  what  I  am  ?'" 

^^  Forgive  me,  dear  Aigline/'  I  said  miiilfJ 
"  by  inquiring  whether  you  had  returned  to  th< 
Highlands,  I  did  not  mean  to  oiend.'' 

"True,''  she  replied  quickly,  "  you  put  ti^ 
other  questions;  but  methought  your  looks  impl^  ■ 
more,  and  oh !  Freville^  the  slightest  illusion  ^ 
the  scenes  that  occurred  subsequent  to  my  pour 
Other's  death  awakens  memories  of  such  wofltki^ 
my  brain  seems  to  wither.^'  Taking  my  htndb 
hers,  she  said  in  touching  accents — **  We  hivt 
both  been  unfortunate,  our  best  and  deartstbe 
buried  in  the  grave,   the  im^  of  their  bea^itj  1 
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d  by  death ;  should  not  this  terrible  unity 
If  draw  us  together  by  the  bonds  of  sympa- 

M  speech,  uttered  in  broken  sentences^  only 

I  to  stimulate  my  curiosity  relative  to  the 
still  I  resolved  not  to  press  her  on  the  sub- 
ill  a  more  favourable  opportunity,  so  ringing 
ell,  I  ordered  our  horses  to  be  led  out :  then 
affected  carelessness  said — *'  Cheer  up,  my 
love,  I  regret  having  said  anything  to  annoy 

bat,  in  truth,  I  never  before  suspected  you 
•Bsessing  such  powerful  sensibilities/' 

I I  uttered  these  words  she  turned  very  pale, 
d  convulsively,  clasping  her  hands  together, 
xdaimed,  ^^Oh!  how  these  words  agonize  me/' 
Lnd  wherefore,  Aigline  P'  I  demanded.  She 
c  her  head,  then  after  a  visible  struggle 
ling  some  composure,  exclaimed— *^  What 
of  explanation  ;  it  matters  not  now  who  mis- 

me ;''  then  with  a  loud  hysteric  laugh  she 
I — "  Besides,  to  preserve  the  beauty  of 
ony,  when  the  actions  are  full  of  levity 
ould  the  thoughts  be.  It  were  a  terrible 
aly  to  see  the  mind  consenting  to  evil,  while 
pirit  lamented  over  its  corruption  1  That 
d,  were  a  foretaste  of  the  hell  to  which  the 
r  are  doomed." 

saying,  she  rushed  from  the  apartment.  In 
;  an  hour  she  returned :  there  was  a  flush  on 
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her  cheek,  a  tremor  in  her  yoioe,  and  a  light 
in  her  eyes,  which  assured  me,  that  to  elevate  h 
spirits,  she  had  had  recourse  to  laudanum*  T% 
sincerely  grieved  me ;  but  not  affiMsCing  to  notice 
it,  I  led  her  to  her  horse,  and  though  the  eveoiiy 
was  far  advanced,  we  rode  to  the  Tuileriet. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

iLB  Aigline  and  I  thus  lived  in  solitude^ 
presented  a  scene  of  political  excitement 
iety,  seldom  equalled ;  indeed,  so  powerful 
e  former  that,  for  the  time  being,  individual 
ts  seemed  forgotten  in  the  public  good,  but 
I  according  to  the  respective  feelings  of  the 
.  On  one  side  were  to  be  seen  the  Royal- 
iio,  while  surrounded  by  kingly  state,  and 
ers  of  rank  and  distinction,  still  strove  by  a 
dbsequiousness  to  win  over  to  the  Bour- 
itoration  the  people  and  the  soldiery.  On 
her  side  were  the  friends  of  Bonaparte, 
Qusing  over  his  renunciation,  hating  the 
)ns,  and  dissatisfied  with  the  treaties  n^o- 
with  England,  scarcely  deigned  to  disguise 
iscontent,  and  burning  wish  for  vengeance, 
ese  passions  offered  no  check  to  pleasure ; 
iatres  were  filled  with  dramatists  and  musi- 
rom  almost  every  country  in  Europe ;  all 
ices  of  public  resort  were  thrown   open; 
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while  the  Court  and  nobility  gave  the  moit 
nificent   entertainments.    To  seven!  of  Ai^ 
had  been  invited^  for  my  reputed  gdhaiif 
Toidouse;    and  being    considered   one  of  ^ 
wealthiest  subjects  of  England,  of  no 

personal  appearance^  and  with  a  tute  lor  i 

it  may  be  certain  I  was  accounted  woritsj  ^ 
notice.    Nay  more,  my  secluded  halritB  i 
an  interest : — by  some  they  were  impofted  to  | 
and  fastidiousness,  by  others  to  n 
intellect,  which  found  its  pleasures  in 
but  in  either  case,  the  less    I  Mif^  to 
lioticed,  the  more  my  company  ww  prindt  < 
is  the  strange  caprice  of  societj  in  ita 
pursuit  after  novelty,  grasping  at  dfageoto  tibi 
difficult  of  attainment. 

I  had  been  led  to  accept  sevanl  qf  iSbftm  wA^ 
tations.    The  deference  with  wlddi  I VMJ 


by  those  who  sought  my  patronage^  and  the 
oonversations  I  heard  among  some  of  tlie  m^ 
enlightened  and  polished  men  of  the  day,  Ttn-^ 
dered  me  discontented  with  my  posititin.  i 
began  to  reflect  that  I  had  not  been  just  to  Pf 
self;  that  there  were  powers  of  greatness  in  m^ 
mind  which  only  required  development;  ihs&  ' 
was  whiling  away  my  time  und  fortune  m  (nv^ 
lous  pursuits,  and  on  objects  whicb  the  wxx^ 
contemptible,  possessed  of  wealth,  could  obtiUi> 
Resolving,  henceforth,  that  ambition  shaiil^  be 
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>  1  began  to  form  schemes  of  political  ad- 
^t,  and  for  this  purpose^  no  longer  shun- 
^ety,  courted  the  acquaintance  of  men  in 


night  be  expected^  this  wrought  a  change 
iabits :  I  was  seldom  at  home^  and  Aigline 
h  daily  to  the  solitude  of  her  broken 
At  first,  I  had  formed  excuses  for  my 
>n;  but  after  a  time  even  these  ceased; 
e  or  twice^  when  she  pressed  me  to  stay, 
(ht  her  unreasonable.  Then  she  woidd 
a  woman's  wiles  to  attach  me,  or  at  least, 
3  her  company  necessary.  Yet,  I  do  not 
his  resulted  so  much  from  love,  as  the 
r  being  again  deserted,  and  perhaps  sunk 
'er  in  crime.  Poor  Aigline!  even  while 
id  spirit  rose  in  indignation,  or  sunk  in 
on,  she  would  sing  and  play  for  my 
lent ;  though,  as  some  airs  brought  back 
mory  of  the  past,  I  could  observe  her 
dver  with  agony,  and  tears  rush  down  her 
Lt  these  times,  all  selfish  as  I  was,  I  would 
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tionedthat  he  had  some  important  bniiiMitir 
transact  in   Ireland,   I   concluded  he  hai  gf** 
there,  and  no  longer  apprehensive  of  UsiuMtiig 
Aigline,  proposed  to  her  to  accompany  me  tDio0* 
of  the  theatres. 

She  hesitated,  blushed,  andthen^  widita^ 
answered : 

^'Dear  Freville,   since    my    diagmoe^  i  bsv0 
never  entered   into    any  society;    of  eoone  A^ 
respectable  would  not  associate  witii  m%  tni  I 
utterly  abhor  other  society.    You  nieeriFtnnrib  $ 
but  it  is  not  the  less  true.    May  we  not  loaAfti^ 
others,  the  disease  which  conaomM  uuradlve^r 

I  answered  peevishly :   ^  In  the  fMHot  wr^ 
stance,  this  speech  is  out  of  plaM     I  iMiri^ 
wished  to  gratify  you,  by  takinif  yoa-  to  wmt^ 
new  play,  and  the  crowd  of 
attend  its    performance.     Beallyj  i 
provoke  me  by  your  caprice.    Too 
when  I  leave  you,  and  still  will  never  acciunpun 
me! — now  what  am  I  to  do  ?     Would  you  li:tvr 
us  linked  together  like  two  goats  at  the  $ide  ofi 
ditch — when  one  draws  forward,  the  other  is  stf*^- 
to  pull  backwards,  and  so  neither  can  erer  €sap 
the  boundary.    Rather  too  nauch  of  a  good  I 
Aigline,''  and  I  gave  a  forced  laugh. 

In  a  subdued  voice  she  said:  '^Then,  ¥n 
I  shall  no  longer  object  to  fteconipafly  you*  '^ 
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•ve  often  wished  to   conquer  my   dislike  to  be 

en^  for  I  am  aware  amusement  might  sometimes 

can  my  thoughts  from  self — '* 

"And  certainly,"  I  interrupted,  ^'itwerepre- 

rable  to  the  pernicious  use  of  laudanum.     But, 

>  more   of   this  ;    say,  would  you    prefer    the 

eatre  or  opera?" 

^  The  opera,  decidedly,"  she  replied. 

^'  Then/'  said  I,  rising,  "  if  you  promise  to  be 

)ei-ful,  I  will  ride  into    Paris,    and  make  in- 

ries." 

^he  assented,  and  so  we  parted. 

'^  As  I  rode  slowly  forward,  1  began  to  reflect, 

»®^lier  my  introducing   Aigline   might  not  be 

lE^aidered  an  outrage  on  morals,  by  those  men 

lose  good  opinion,  in  my  newly-formed  schemes 

^nibition,  I  was  desirous  to  conciliate,  and 
^y  of  whom  were  even  more  exalted  by  talent 
"  'ioble  principles  than  by  their  high  position, 
^ho,  far  from  countenancing  the  freedom  of 
^n^ers  introduced  by  revolutionary  principles, 
^'^d  all  their  influence'  to  check  the  widely 
^^ding  corruption.     Such  apprehensions,  and 

Pity  for  the  unfortunate  Aigline,  whose  pride 
^1^,  by  a  public  display,  be  immolated  to  my 
^^^,  made  me  resolved,  ere  I  introduced  her,  to 
^^  the  cc^i,  and  sound  the  opinion  of  some  of 

Military  friends  on  the  subject.  I  was  inter- 
^^d   in    my  musings  by  seeing    a  horseman 
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galloping    forward.      I    soon  discovered  it  ^ws 
Mellish:  muttering   a  curse   at  his  being  still  io 
Paris,  and  concluding  that  he  was  going  to  the 
chateau,   I  called   loudly   to  him    to  stop.    At 
first   he   did  not   hear  me,  and  then  had  some 
difficulty  in  drawing  up  his  horse,  while  I  actually 
trembled  with  terror,  from  the  idea  of  his  pro- 
ceeding and  seeing  Aigline.     At  length,  having 
succeeded  in  checking   liis  steed,  he  came  up  to 
me,  exclaiming: 

"  Deerliurst,  this  is  fortunate ;  I  was  just  on 
my  way  to  your  chateau.'* 

I  stammered  out :  "  Why,  Mellish,  it  is  so  long 
since  I  have  seen  you,  I  had  concluded  you  veie 
gone  to  Ireland  !     Was  not  such  your  intention  f 

He  answered  :  "  For  the  last  few  days  I  have 
been  at  Verdun  on  some  military  business,  and 
did  purpose  setting  off  to-morrow  on  my  way  to 
Ireland,  where  I  have  business  of  conseqaenoe  to 
transact.  But  an  hour  since  I  receired  a  letter 
from  George  Tennant,  which,  probably,  may  dfr 
tain  me  here  for  some  days  longer;  it  is  about 
this  I  wish  to  consult  you ;  and,  as  we  cannot  so 
conveniently  converse  on  horseback,  order  yonr 
groom  to  lead  our  horses  to  the  ch&teau,  and  let 
us  walk  on.** 

"  Impossible  !*'  I  exclaimed,  with  more  vivacity 
than  the  subject  seemed  to  demand,  ''I  ao 
obliged  to  proceed  to  Paris." 
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Are  yon  too  much  hurried  to  walk  there  ?*'  he 
»  mildly.  '^  There  is  a  pleasant  pathway  to 
left,  retired  and  shaded.  Deerhurst,  do  not 
M  me,  for  I  am  deeply  interested  in  what  I 
e  to  say." 

lough  anticipating  some  ill,  I  sprang  from  my 
16.  He  quickly  alighted,  and,  leading  me 
)S8  a  field,  we  entered  a  narrow  avenue,  shaded 
rows  of  acacias. 

This,''  said  he,  '^  will  lead  us  to  Paris,  and  is 
more  than  half  a  mile  circuit." 
le  then  put  his  arm  through  mine,  and  we 
seeded  in  silence.  After  waiting  a  time,  I 
id  out:  ^'Mellish,  in  the  name  of  Heaven 
t  are  you  about  ?  You  stop  me  in  my  ride, 
^  me  off  my  horse,  bring  me  to  this  retired 
^  and  then  drag  me  forward  without  uttering 
^d.  Foiigive  me  for  saying  I  rather  suspect 
^ve  been  doing  honour  to  Bacchus." 
^  answered  sadly : 

i^ould  to  Gk>d  my  emotion  proceeded  from 
S  inebriated — it  would  soon  pass  off.  Whereas 
c^use  from  which  I  now  suffer  can  never  be 
^ired.  However,  I  must  not  delay  you  with 
-«s  regrets ;  what  I  want  to  speak  of  is  George 
^Unt's  letter.  It  is  dated  from  New  York, 
•hould  have  been  here  upwards  of  a  month 
It  seems  that  George,  who  was  one  of  the 
itigmshed  few  who  so  galhintly  defended  An- 
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halt  soDfi  afbr  its  conqaest,  sailed  m  Ink  fiifAi 
for  the  United  States,  and,  betng  Cftxi^t  ifi  A* 
storms  which  proved  so  fa^  to  tnaiiTiito^l 
cotiotering  divers  dangers,  and  haTing  an  i 
iniracttlous  escape^  reached  New  Yorkj  where  1* 
now  waita  till  his  vesael  is  repautd.'' 

"  And  what  is  there  in  all  ihh^^  I  cdflj*^ 
mandedj    ''to  awaken  interesl  or  regr^?    0^ 
the  contrary,  I  think  we  ahotdd  rejoice  bodi  ^  \ 
George^s  gallantry  and  escape/^ 
He  answered  vehemently  t-^ 
"  Deerhtirst,  do  you  overlook  Aigtine^s 
and  the   disgrace  it  will   bring  on  bar  |dM . 
brother?" 
'*  This  was  not  onr  sabject^'*  I  baataly  repfied* 
"  No  "  he  exclaimed  ;  **  but  my  mind  actuaflf 
wanders  when  I  think  on  her.     I  teH  you,  Fre* 
ville,   that  wretched,  abandoned  woman  i«  ta*« 
into  every  fibre  of  my  heart.     In  vain  1  stro^M 
to  uproot  my  passion  i  at  the  aame  instant  1  kneiV 
hate,  admire,  loathe,  her ;  in  good  or  evil  ibc  ea- 
grosses  all   my  thoughts  j    bat,   independent  ^^ 
self,  I  must  be  worthless,  indeed,  to  be  inscDsiHc 
to  the  affliction  the  knowledge  of  her  gtiilt  mw^ 
convey  to  George,  who  ii  so  devotedly  attiehrd 
to  her,  and  whose  ideas  of  female  delicicy  mi 
honour  are  almost  chivalric.     But  read  hit  M^^ 
and  see  how  liti^le  he  is  prepared  for  such  s  blo^* 
As  he  spoke,  a  pang  of  agony  and  ihime  ptf^ 
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roTigh  my  soul ;  for  no  sophistry  could  render 
B  insensible  to  the  injury  I  had  done  my  two 
riy  companions,  Mellish  and  Tennant.  I  felt 
uniliated  and  miserable;  and,  being  unable  to 
tfimand  my  voice,  remained  silent. 
Observing  my  emotion,  he  grasped  my  hand, 
^daiming : — 

"Deerhurst,  this  sympathy  is  worthy  of  you. 
nfortonate  in  your  own  love,  you  can  fed  for 
hers.  Forgive  me  when  I  acknowledge  that, 
tofly,  spite  of  all  your  generous  friendship,  my 
prd  for  you  was  lessened*,  for  I  imputed  to  you 
cdd,  callous  selfishness,  more  destructive,  more 
^tefol,  than  any  act  of  passion,  and  regretted 
ing  under  obligations  to  one  I  began  to  despise. 
Xept,  my  dear  friend,  this  apology  for  the  in- 
itice  of  my  thoughts,'^  and  he  warmly  pressed 
rband. 

Much  annoyed,  to  change  the  subject,  I  said : 
[  would  rather  not  read  George's  letter.  Re- 
*t  from  it  what  you  wish  me  to  know.'' 
*It  seems,''  he  replied,  "  that  the  poor  fellow 
^  ignorant  of  his  father's  death  until  he  reached 
^  York ;  there  he  found  letters  from  his  man 
i^Utiness^  announcing  that  he  had  died  in  the 
'^tor's  prison,  but  mentioning  no  further  par- 
(dars,  except  that  Miss  Tennant  had  married  a 
y  old  man,  a  General  McMisserton^  of 
tkeriand,  and  that  it  was  reported  she  had 
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why  he  did  not  apply  to  me,  ^ 
ties  of  duty  and  affection  was  b 
him,  and  possessed  full  means  of  s 
bably  his  distress  proceeded  firoi 
failure,  of  which  I  still  remain  igi 
deed,  nothing  can  be  more  ambigiiiq 
factory  than  my  intelligenoe.  F 
money  is  placed  in  the  Naftiooal  Bi 
short  of  a  revolution  can  dqutire  m 
father's  want  of  confidence  must  I 
from  some  doubts  of  my  aflfoctu 
he  is  gone,  this  adds  to  my  affliotu 
He  then  alludes  to  AigUne's  mairi 
'The  idea  of  a  girl  so  acoompHal 
minded,  making  such  an  miequal  ell 
to  him  monstrous ;  in  ahor^  that 
seemed  to  hang  oyer  his  fionily/  i 
of  me  in  the  most  solemn  manner, 
inquiry  relative  to  lier>  and  write  i 
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Apen  that  our  old  schoolfellow,  FreTille  Deer- 
^nnty  has  come  in  for  his  grandfather's  property ; 
ttid  better  again,  so  distinguished  himself  in  the 
^insobu  Bear  him  my  warmest  congratulations 
01^  bodi  subjects.  I  know  they  will  be  acceptable, 
ftrhe  is  far  too  good  a  fellow  to  forget  in  pros- 
perity old  friends ;  and  such  is  my  confidence  in 
Um,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  requesting  that,  with 
IfOQ,  he  will  become  trustee  to  the  sum  of  five 
Aoosand  pounds — and  for  which  I  send  a  check 
<Mimy  banker — to  be  disposed  of  in  any  manner 
pa  both  best  approve  for  Aigline's  exclusive  ad- 
vntage.  It  was  ever  my  intention,  when  I  arrived 
Manage  to  claim  old  Julian  Ardent's  legacy,  to 
pveee&t  her  with  that  sum ;  and,  probably,  from 
*Qrpoor  father's  involvements,  it  may  now  be  very 
^<iceptable.  My  dear  Mellish,  I  shall  not  offend 
you  or  Deerhurst  by  offering  any  apology  for  this 
^ble;  and  am  confident  you  will  both,  in  this 
I'^ess,  act  towards  Aigline  with  the  zeal  and 
Ferness  of  brothers/  He  then  enters  into  a 
^g  enlogium  on  her,  and  concludes  with  a  hope 
''^  on  his  return,  we  may  yet  spend  many 
^*VpJ  days  together.  However,  Freville,  I  think 
^^  had  best  take  the  letter,  and  read  it  at 
^^  leisure,  for  George,  in  two  or  three  places, 
Ww  of  you  in  the  most  flattering  terms;  and 
^  reminds  me  of  what  his  father  was  wont  to 
^y :  ^  How  comes  it  that  this  wild  lad,  Deerhurst, 
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a  stranger  among  us,  should  be  the  frronll^ 
of  US  all?^    And  then  Aigline  would 
nattmdly, '  because  he  is  so  much 
the  others,  and  then  he  plays  tlie 
exquisitely.    Then  Mrs.  Tennantfs 
to  the  poor  girl  for  the  weaknen  of 
beauty.'*^ 

A  sigh  burst  from  Mellish  at  t 
and,  without  further  obsenration»  lie 
handed  me  the  letter,  but  I  rudely 
exclaiming :— '^  No,  no ;  where  ia  tba 
you  have  told  me  its  contents.'^ 

Too  much  agitated  to  notice  Hie 
my  manner,  he  said :—  ^ 

'^  I  conclude  it  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  CV 
add,  that  my  object  in  seekiiig  you  this  taaioii^ 
was  to  consult  on  what  ia  to  be  done/^ 

"  Is  it  your  intention  to  acquaint  George  mtl 
his  sister's  ill-conduct  ?**  I  demanded,  trmo* 
lously. 

"  Not  for  worlds  !^*  he  cried ;  "  methioks  mf ' 
hand  would  be  paraliaed  as  I  traced  the  cbsrvctecf 
of  guilt  connected  with  one  so  dear;  more^po- 
cially  when  it  was  to  oonvey  such  soirot  t» 
George/' 

He  paused,  then  exdaimed : — 

'^  Would  to  God  she  might  die  ere  his  arriiill 
You  start,  Deerhurst,  but  I  repeat  tlie  mA 
ngould  to  God  she  mig^t  die^   then  her 
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"Mgit  be  baried  with  her.  Yet  the  time  is  not 
Jong  past  since  the  very  idea  of  Aigline's  death 
waiA  have  checked  the  current  of  my  blood/' 

He  actoaUy  uttered  a  cry,  struck  his  forehead, 
<nd  mshed  forward  like  one  possessed.  I  fol- 
^0^  slowly,  without  uttering  a  word.  The  whole 
'^e  had  so  confounded  me,  that  I  was  like  one 
TOder  the  impression  of  a  fearful  dream. 
'  Mellish  returned,  and^  again  placing  his  arm 
^^'^h  mine,  said : — 

*You  must  excuse  me  ;  my  emotions  are  un- 
worthy of  a  man — of  a  soldier — but  I  have  no 
"^'crve  before  you.    This  confidence  is  a  great 
■blessing,  so  a  truce  to  apologies.    Shall  I  explain 
"^y  views  on  this  subject  ? — Of  course  you  are  too 
Sincerely  interested  not  to  treat  them  with  can- 
dour, and  offer  any  objections  that  may  arise  in 
jnoQrmind;  and^  being  less  excited  than  I  am, 
Ton  are  fiur  more  competent  to  judge.*^ 
I  made  no  reply,  and  he  proceeded  : — 
^  George  Tennant  having  appointed  us  trustees 
^er  Aigline's  money,  we  have  not  only  a  right  to 
Aqaire  after  her,  but,  in  justice  to  the  trust,  are 
ailed  upon  to  do  so.    Of  course  the  unfortunate 
irl  left  Paris  with  Lord  Beletrieve ;  when  he,  to 
lade  bis  creditors,  fled  from  it.    But,  Freville,  to 
3nfes8  a  truth,  ever  since  she  resided  with  him, 
hsve  never  lost  sight  of  him,  and  have  certain 
iformation  that  he  is  at  present  living  in  the 
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neighbourliood  of  Norwidi  with  an  old  mk  ' 
his,  a  clergyman/* 

Here  I  interruptod  him  to  ramai^  it  wu  tbl 
general  belief  that  he  had  gone  to  Russia. 

MellUh  answered,  *^  Not  he  ;  the  report 
ciFCulated  merely  to  deceive  him  Londoii  crcditon^ 
However^  I  understand  he  haa  gnat  flxpectalbiii  ^ 
from  this  same  uncle,  who,  ^^aag  in  retirementi . 
and  Utile  conversant  with  the  iean  mondt^  is  to  J 
perfect  ignorance  of  his  character*  so  I  baTC  ndl : 
been  able  to  learn  any  particulars  of  A%]inet 
conclude  that  she  must  reside  in  the  town  of  N^ 
wich  under  an  assumed  name.    Oh  I  what  a 
graded  position  !  and  render^  still  more  hftl 
by  her  indiflFerence— nay^  you  say  antipathy  to 
Lord  BeletrieTe.     By  what  accursed  in&toatiOQ 
she  was  led  is  a  mystery  I  have  ncTer  been  lUl^ 
to  comprehend.  But  it  may  be  that  neeessi^  ntm^ 
compels  her  to  continue  irith  him,  for.  Sir  Frerilfc 
after  all  our  boasted  protection  to  the  softer  eti, 
we  men  treat  women  cruelly ;  once  they  hU^  there 
is  no  return  for  themj  and,  though  this  msy  bi 
good  for  society  in  general,  it  it  often  fatal  to  'm&^ 
Tiduals — the  cutting  off  a  member,  that  the  body 
may  be  whole-'* 

I  said  somewhat  petulantly^  **  AU  this  is  nothiff 
to  the  purpose.    Say,  how  baTe  you  leaolffd  to 
act  r 
.  "  IVue,"  he  repUcd,  sadly. .  «  My  object,  tks. 
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is  to  seek  her  out,  show  her  George^s  letter,  and, 
if  you  agree,  purchase  for  her  an  annuity  with  his 
0ft}  thus  rendering  her  independent  also.    La 
l^ck  by  his  scriptural  knowledge  and  eloquence, 
vOI  try  and  entice  her  back  to  virtue.  Deerhurst, 
joa  csD  scarcely  comprehend  the  goodness  of  La 
fnncki  he  means  to  offer  our  dear  penitent  the 
pvotection  of  his  aunt,  a  most  amiable,  religious 
voman.    Surely  Aigline  cannot  be  so  wedded  to 
^  as  to  reject  these  advantages.    As  to  me,  I 
dare  not  venture  much  into  her  society ;  but  you, 
UpBnlle,  might  see  her,  and  use  a  brother's  influ- 
ence for  this  noble  purpose.'^ 

It  is  needless  to  enter  into  any  account  of  my 
Mings  as  he  thus  spoke.  I  do  believe  a  man  is 
searody  ever  so  debased,  as  not  to  be  shocked  at 
finding  those  he  has  betrayed  and  injured  place 
unlimited  confidence  in  him.  Here  was  Mellish 
spreading  out  all  his  thoughts  before  me,  never 
doabting  my  sympathy,  and  yet  at  the  very  time 
the  beloved  of  his  soul  was  in  my  own  house ; 
worse,  again,  in  a  distant  clime,  after  years  of  ab- 
sence, crowned  with  honours,  and  blessed  with 
independence,  George  Tennant  turned  to  the 
oompamon  of  his  youth,  whose  worth,  judging  by 
his  own  noble  nature,  he  never  doubted,  and  ap- 
pointed me  as  one  of  the  protectors  of  his  adored 
sister.  Tet  within  the  hour  I  had  been  planning 
whether  my  own  ulterior  views  would  sanction 
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m;  blazoning  forth  her  shame.    As  these  truths 
pressed  on  my  soul^  they  pronounced  me  aTiUuDy* 
cold,  calculating,  selfish,  villain ;  and  I  call  HeafC^ 
to  witness,  so  powerful  was  the  impression  that  1 
grasped  Mellish  by  the  arm,  calling  out  fiercely  • 

"  What  do  you  mean  ?  How  dare  you  mik^ 
use  of  such  an  expression  ? 

He  looked  vacantly  in  my  face,  repeating :—  - 

'^  What  expression  ?  I  was  not  consdoiu  of 
having  spoken.** 

This  brought  me  to  myself;  the  illusion  fled, bat 
the  impression  remained.  We  convened  for  1000 
time  longer  on  the  subject;  as  I  grewcompoNd,l 
strongly  advised  him  to  lose  no  time,  if  he  ooskl 
so  arrange,  in  proceeding  to  Norwich,  and  taking 
La  Franck  with  him,  expressing  a  wish  that  be 
would  write  me  any  information  that  be  cooU  M-r 
quire.  Pleased  at  my  entering  into  hia  viewiy  ba 
promised.  By  this  time  we  bad  reached  hn 
and  we  then  parted.  As  he  shook  my  handieoi- 
science  gave  another  pang.  I  reflected  thati  di^ 
appointed  in  finding  Aigline,  he  might  get  into » 
duel  with  Lord  Beletrieve,  and,  such  was  WJ 
horror  at  the  idea  of  his  discovering.  AigUiM^thil 
I  thought  at  the  moment  his  death  wonld  l/B^ 
been  a  relief. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

(SMOUNTBD  my  horse,  and  to  remove  the 
asant  sensation  of  self-accusation,  began  to 
I  that  after  all  it  was  not  I  by  whom  Aigline 
iOen— wherefore  then  the  crime  ?  Had  I  been 
enoagh  to  reject  her,  all  the  world  would 
ridiculed,  not  applauded  me.  Such  acts  of 
snial  and  practical  morality  embellished 
r  and  romance,  they  being  fables  expressly 
)  to  amuse  the  mind  by  wonderful  acts  of 
ess.  Then  a  few  such  were  recorded  in 
fl  but  their  being  handed  down  from  age 
I  as  wonderful  proofs  of  virtue,  proved  in 
low  rare  were  the  instances  ;  and  though  I 
tely  fixed  on  ambition  as  my  good,  it  was 
al  greatness  or  miUtary,  it  was  the  exalted 
rf  having  my  lofty  brow  surrounded  by  a 
it,  to  be  the  Earl  of  Pondichery,  or  some 
itle,  not  to  be  held  up  to  the  rising  gene- 
as  a  proper,  well-behaved  young  man,  a 
1  edition  of  Sir  Charles  Grandison. 
k3 
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Pshaw !  pshaw  1  it  was  too  absoid. 
reflected;  that  should  the  diiooTery  \ 
Mellish;  La  Franck,  and  Teniumt  woold 
abhor  me.  Spite  of  my  sophirtryj  di 
me  one  bitter  pang,  for  though  I  conrnd 
a  weakness^  I  CQuld  not  totally  cast  il 
panions  of  my  youth  firom  me,  more  p 
Mellish,  so  associated  with  dara's 
And  yet  I  proceeded :  **  thdr  anger  ^ 
the  result  of  prejudice.''  Truly  the  i 
Beletrieve  must  have  taken  full  posaesi 
soul,  when  I  deemed  as  prgudioes,  a  lov 
ing  over  his  mistress's  disgrace,  a  1 
sister's  shame^  and  a  Christian  min 
depravity  of  one  of  Gbd's  fidrest  creatn 
Still,  replete  with  these  thoughts,  I  c 
cqfi  I  had  frequently  visitedy  and  in  I 
wish  of  smothering  reflections,  advanciii 
a  table,  joined  a  party  of  foreigners  r 
for  their  dissipation,  llioagh  I  had  of 
met  some  of  thern^  I  had  rather  shin 
society,  but  this  only  enhanced  the  f 
acquaintance,  and  they  received  me  wil 
deference.  In  my  reckless  hnmirar^ 
assented  to  opinions  I  should  hsve  I 
acknowledge,  talked  a  vast  deal,  SQesn 
sibility,  mocked  sentiment  as  aflhctrtio 
far  as  an  English  oflker  dnrst^  iqphdd  | 
Then  I  quoted  Lord  Bdetiieve  and  Go 
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les,  setting  aside  lore,  friendship,  country, 
,  religion ;  in  short,  it  was  an  **  Idiot's 
le,  all  sound  and  nonsense/'  but  unhappily 

evil  afterwards.  We  spoke  lightly  of 
,  rapturously  of  music,  and  having  come  to 
ional  conclusion  that  they  were  the  only 
in  this  dull,  irregulated  universe  worthy  a 
iving  for^  we  set  off  to  one  of  the  theatres, 
and  dancing,  and  merriment,  and  laughter 
here ;  but  as  far  as  regards  my  own 
1 1  can  only  compare  the  enjoyment  to  the 
nirth,  sometimes  practised  by  the  doom- 
banish  the  dread  of  coming  evil.  Such 
M  intermingled  with  the  loud  roar  of  the 
EM  some  desperate  crew  felt  sinking  with 
ecked  vessel,  into  the  unfathomable  depths 
n;  such  sounds  have  resounded  through 

over  which  hovered  the  angel  of  death, 
)g  around  the  pestilence  :  but  there  is  no 
10  peace,  in  such  mirth ;  it  is  but  a  seem- 
V,  by  which  the  lacerated  heart  strives  to 
itself. 

noming  still  found  me  in  Paris,  and  though 
ed  from  the  night's  debauch,  I  would  have 
a  Mellish  to  ascertain  the  day  he  proposed 
:  it ;  but  I  had  an  unconquerable  objection 

La  Franck,  against  whom  I  entertained 
ncible  dislike.  Nothing  could  be  more 
led,  as  I  had  not  seen  him  since  we  had 
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parted  in  Cork.    I  returned  to  the  diltan  *i^ 
Tery  low  spirits :  without  commentiiig.  9a  tfl 
lehgtbehed  absencei  Aigline  entered  into 
inquiries  relative  to  the  opera  and 
whimsically  enough  she  had  taken  m 
to  visit.    I  told  her  I  was  too  iU  to  go^  but 
in  a  few  days  to  be  so  far  recoveved  aa  to 
to  her  wishes.    This  awakened  her 
demess^and  for  the  next  week  she 
about  me.    I  made  my  indispoaition  an 
not  to  quit  the  house,  and  apprahenaive^  Int  k^ 
some  contretemps  Mellish  might  agahn  caHiftliv^ 
villa,  I  remained  on  the  watch.    The  aaddcrly^ 
peared,  the  more  Aigline  cheered  heieelf  toiHMi^ 
me.    Independent  of  music,  she  possesjseci  gfm^ 
powers  of  pleasing,  and  read  and  recited  i&iiDt- 
tably.  Milton's  sublime  work  of  ^^  Paradi&e  Lost^' 
was  her  favourite  volume,  and  she  read  it  mlb  « 
justness  and  grace,  that  in  itself  would  have  ofm* 
manded  the  attention  of  a  crowded  and  adminng 
audience.    As  I  listened,  I  could  not  avoid  timh 
ing  that,  in   the  enthusiasm  of  remorse  «t  ^^ 
degraded  state^  she  likened  herself  lo  the  apjfttii^ 
angels. 

Tired  of  my  retirement,  without  entcnng  inlv 
any  detail^  I  sent  Lewelljn  to  the  hotel  irfam 
Mellish  usually  stopped,  to  inquire  after  liiin.  0» 
his  retumj  he  told  me  that  Major  MellJsh,  aocod* 
panied  by  another  gentleman^  had  two  days  hcfon 
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for  Calais,  on  their  way  to  England.  This 
jreat  relief;  and  I  resumed  my  rides  and 
dth  Aigline,  but  postponed  going  to  the 
,  though  she  accused  me  of  caprice  and 
aess,  saying  I  first  teazed  to  gain  her  con- 
id  then  refused  the  gratification.  A  week 
and  nothing  of  any  consequence  occurred, 
then  the  first  of  May^  rendered  so  memo- 
J  its  being  the  day  appointed  for  signing 
ity  of  peace  so  interesting  to  all  Europe, 
urse  I  would  not  be  absent  on  such  an 
(1,  so  early  in  the  morning  I  left  the 
I,  promising,  if  possible,  to  return  in  the 
;  with  all  the  news,  and  entreating  of 
in  the  meantime,  not  to  quit  the  house,  as 
irere  dark  hints  thrown  out,  that  several 
soldiers  threatened  to  rise  in  opposition, 
mpanied  one  of  the  nobles  immediately 
1  in  the  treaty,  and  thus  took  an  active 
the  negociations.  As  might  be  expected, 
>resented  a  gallant  show,  and  the  most 
excitement  reigned  throughout;  for  though 
e  the  peace  was  a  source  of  joy,  many  of 
risians  were  discontented,  and  darker  pas- 
sished  from  the  eyes  of  the  French  soldiery 
I;  they  termed  England's  triumph ;  but  as 
circumstance  connected  with  the  imposing 
)rt-lived  treaty  of  1814,  has  become  a  mat- 
dstory,  I  shall  pass  it  over  without  further 
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I  dined  in  company  with  some  field 
my  acquaintance ;  there  were  beiide 
two  French  gentlemen  present,  in  eoaipBiMik  ^ 
whom  no  allusion  was  made  to  pofitiai  or  «f  ^ 
the  leading  subjects  of  the  day;  tim  weeoifiii' 
our  conversation  to  general  and  tririd  topici;  fti 
it  was  mentioned  that  two  young  Italians,  j^ 
arrived  from  Naples,  were  that  evening  to  caik* 
their  €lSbut  at  the  Italian  Opera.  One  of  the 
French  gentlemen  politely  rt quested  me  to  aoooiA- 
pany  him  there,  offering  me  a  place  tn  bis  to- 
At  first  I  declined,  but  on  his  pressing  it,  ^i 
several  present  intimating  their  intention  of |oisgi 
I  consented.  Though  I  rarely  exceeded  moden^ 
tion,  my  spirits  on  that  evening  were  muc^  de- 
vated,  having,  in  some  manner,  been  obliged  to 
drink  with  every  person  at  table  ^  and  it  instantly 
occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  an  admirable 
opportunity  of  gratifying  Aigline,  so  I  said  1 
should  be  most  happy  to  go,  if  I  was  permitied 
to  bring  a  lady,  who  was  herself  a  £nt^nlie 
musician.  A  polite  assent  was  given,  mi  * 
promise  to  reserve  our  seata :  so,  returning  thmkh 
I  hastened  to  the  chftteau. 

I  found  Aigline  strolling  pensively  op  ssd 
down  the  little  garden ;  she  flew  witli  pleaiuft  eo 
receive  me.  Observing  that  she  was  unusuatlj 
depressed,  I  imputed  it  to  the  beat,  but  A^ 
repUed  with  a  sad  smile :  ''  Freville,  I  nl^ 
ihink  it  was  a  knowledge  of  the  stirriof 
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uigfbrward  within  so  short  a  distance,  and  I  so 

^dy  here.** 

I  caressed  her  with  tenderness,  and  assuming 

air  of  gallantrjr,  declared  that  I  had  flown 
in  every  gaiety  to  accompany  her  to  the  Openu 
e  expressed  gratitude,  but  said  she  would  prefer 
quieter  time, — Paris  was  then  too  crowded, 
ilf  in  fun,  half  in  anger,  I  accused  her  of 
)rice,  ever  refusing  when  she  had  the  oppor* 
aity,  and  explained,  if  it  was  obsenration  she 
«ded,  the  greater  the  number,  the  less  likelihood 
bring  noticed.  At  length,  by  my  persuasion, 
rather  yehemence,  I  gained  her  unwilling  con- 
it,  and  at  my  desire  she  promised  to  attire 
self  in  the  most  becoming  manner.  While  she 
I  so  employed,  I  entered  the  house,  and 
enred  that  the  dessert  and  wine  remained 
4iuched  on  the  table.  Llewellyn,  who  brought 
»ffee,  told  me  his  mistress  had  started  from  her 
ner,  of  which  she  had  not  partaken,  ordered  it 
«  removed,  and  rushing  into  the  garden,  had 
tinned  pacing  up  and  down  till  my  return. 
m  while  he  spoke  she  entered,  looking  surpass- 
7  lovely.    In  general  the  style  of  her  beauty 

brilliant,  but  on  this  evening  she  was  rather 
»,  and  her  countenance  subdued  to  sadness. 
!igh  intellect  and  deep  thought  sat  on  her  fine 
w,^  exciting  an  interest  to  sound  the  depths 
ft  soul  from  which  sprang  such  expression. 
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Llewellyn  had  retired  on  her  entriDoe)  to  faced 
from  restraint,  I  expressed  my  approbaliOD  of  bff 
appearance,  gently  chid  her  for  not  bivint 
dined,  and  then  selecting  some  of  the  most  i^ 
cate  fruits,  pressed  her  to  eat.*  She  took  tone 
grapes,  and  a  glass  of  wine,  and  pleased  at  atttn* 
tions--too  often  neglected — ^became  moredueF- 
ful ;  and  as  I  stood  up  to  ring  for  the  carriipi 
she  also  rose,  and  laying  her  hand  on  my  shooUVi 
in  a  low  soft  voice,  said : — 

*^  Freville,  were  you  always  thus  kind,  I  shooU 
be  far  less  wretched.*' 

I  drew  her  towards  me,  and  stooped  topitf* 
my  lips  on  her  upraised  forehead^  when  through 
a  glass  door  or  low  casement,  and  which,  inoon" 
sequence  of  the  heat  had  been  left  open,  Chaile^ 
Mellish  entered,  and  before  we  were  aware  of  lutf 
entrance,  stood  gazing  on  us.    At  the  instant  wtf 
both  saw  and    recognised  him :    Aig^ine  spiiii^ 
from  my  side,  uttered  a  deep  low  cry^  and  UHttg 
on  her  knees  buried  her  glowing  fece  in  herspmi 
hands.     My  sensations  were  too  comidieitBd  t» 
be  analysed ;  but  the  shock,-— for  I  was  gready 
shocked, — conquered  the  inebriety  nndeririiidil 
had  laboured  ;  plucking  up  all  the  coinage  IcoaU 
command,!  turned  fiercely  on  MeUiah;  but  em 
my  boldness  was  checked  when  I  beheld  Ub 
leaning  for  support  against  die  wall,  lus  dflilBd 
eyes  fixed  on  the  form  of  Aigline,  iriio  ] 
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titrate  and  apparently  motionless  before  him, 
is  ghastly  complexion  forming  a  contrast  to  his 
NM.  He  was  in  full  uniform,  his  parched  lips 
^  open,  and  every  fibre  in  his  face  working 
^  agony.  I  apprehended  that  he  was  about  to 
>U  into  a  fit,  and  rushed  towards  him,  but  he  was 
^o&ctly  conscious,  for  he  struck  me  off^  in  the 
Creeled, and  must  have  fallen,  but  for  Llewel'» 
yOf  who  on  the  instant  entered  to  announce  the 
wriage. 

With  his  usual  shrewdness,  the  valet  saw  all  was 
'Ot  right,  and  stepping  forward  he  caught  Mellish 
^  his  arms,  drew  him  towards  the  casement,  tore 
u  his  stock,  and  opened  his  vest,  demanding 
"^y  water.  This  roused  Aigline ;  her  shame 
^  forgotten  in  anxiety ;  she  hung  about  Mellish, 
^^  every  assistance,  in  piercing  tones  calling 
''^  her  only  true  friend,  the  most  generous,  the 
H  of  men ;  then  as  he  recovered,  with  a  distract* 

^  she  supplicated  his  compassion,  the  next 
^^ent  desiring  him  to  curse  her.  Weak  and 
^^'Uisted  from  the  violent  struggle  of  his  passions, 
MfBt  he  seemed  insensible  to  her  attentions,  and 
^y  dread  of  his  falling  into  a  fit,  I  was  indif- 
^t  to  them;  but  when  he  was  restored,  and 
'•ard  him  in  low  tones  thank  her,  my  jealousy 
^^  the  alarm,  and  in  a  stem  voice  I  com- 
^ded  her  to  retire  to  her  chamber :  she  hesi- 
^d.    Llewellyn  who  closely  observed  us  all, 
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seeing  my  fury  rise  and  dreaiUng  iti 
a  respectful  tone,  md : 

**  Sir  Fl^viEe,  as  tUs  gentleman  still  app«w 
very  weak,  would  it  interfere  irith  yo^  urn^ 
ments  to  permit  roe  to  accompany  Urn  to  IP 
hotel  I  tlic  c^niage  in  in  waiting,^ 

Inwardly  thanking  him  for  the  sugg^QAvilt 
tone  of  cold  politeness^  I  said^  "  Major  MelMi 
my  carriage  is  at  yoor  command  |^  taming  to 
Llewellyn  I  added,  ^*  There  is  no  need  of  y* 
hiinying  back,  as  I  shall  not  go  to  the  Opera  ^^ 
evening/^ 

I  was  then  quitttog  the  room^  wlHn  MdH 
rising,  stood  between  me  and  tho  door,  haB^itil^ 
axdaimiTig: 

*'Sir  FreviUe  Deerhurat^  we  part  ndl  W 
tranquilly !" 

I  confronted, him  witii*eqoal  fiereenets, 
ere  I  could  reply,  Aigline  had  glided  between  ti% 
and  sinking  on  her  knees  before  Mellish,  in  mtm^ 
fol  accents  exclaimed  : 

«  Go,  go,  from  this  house  of  sin ;  go,  tnd  w 
longer  interest  yourself  about  an  unhappy  woman 
unworthy  of  your  care|  go,  and  if  you  wouW 
not  add  fresh  tortures  to  the  hell  already  bam* 
ing  within  me,  pursue  not  this  quarrel  wid^ 
FireTrille  Deerburat$  for  mark  me^  all  the  guilt  ii 
mine!  He  knew  not  that  I  was  m  Paris*' 
sought  him  out,  miled  him  ia  the  night,  itcalini 
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stirement-^^'  Tears  choked  her  farther 
e,  and  she  sobbed  violently. 

this  be  true  ?*'  said  Mellish,  as  he  wiped 
[>s  of  agony  from  his  forehead, 
tny  eternal  shame  it  is/'  she  murmured. 
as  evidently  much  affected,  and  for  some 
s  did  not  answer ;  then  he  stooped  as  if 

her,  for  her  head  nearly  touched  the 
but  starting  back  without  touching  her, 

ine,  you  had  better  retire;  after  this 
confession,  my  part  in  you  is  over ;  never 
in  you  find  any  place  in  my  ^thoughts. 
!ver  loved  me:  wherefore  then  shall  I 
I  you,  and  I  were  weak  indeed  could  I 
>ne  so  lost  to  every  better  feeling  to  hold 
lence  over  my  destiny, 
ras  moving  off,  but  still  clinging  to  his 
ihe  raised  her  face   towards  him,  crying 

3  sentence  ere  we  part,  and  for  ever ; 
ny  fervent  prayer  that,  whatever  be  my 
lere  and  hereafter,  yours  may  be  blessed  1 
ink  not  that  sin  ever  held  such  dominion 

as  to  render  me  insensible  to  your  good- 
^en  my  feet  slipped  in  the  path  of  recti- 

others  helped  to  precipitate  me  forward 
I  iearftd  gulf  of  crime  and  sorrow  into 

had  fallen  J  but  you  would  have  sacrificed 
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your  interest — nay,  your  hoooiir— to  uplwWwfe 
Ohj  Mellbh  [  had  I  been  less  sensiUfi  (A  f^ 
kindne^s>  less  enthusiastic  in  my  gntilDd%l  V 
not  been  so  degraded/*  1 

She  rose,  and  was  retiringi  when  ttSai^  bf  hi ' 
address^  and  agonized  at  the  idea  of  nenr  1^1 
seeing  her,  he  lost  all  self-oommuid;  ciidail(| 
ray  presence,  or,  perhaps,  not  reooUectbiitsl* 
clasped  her  hands  in  his,  and  completely  qS  bii 
gtiard,  in  wUd,  broken  sentences  acknowli^ 
his  passionate  loYe  and  despair  at  hm  pflMliait  i 
entreating  by  all  she  held  sacred,  that  she  i 
permit  her  old  friend  and  companion.  La  FiilAl 
to  visit  her  in  his  character  of  Cbiistxaji  MiiiiMt  i 
that  he  would  explain  to  her  the  ineans  offered  lf| 
her   yet  living  respectably,  and   that,  undff  li] 
guidance,  even  though  the  world  "^<^?f^J|%^| 
would  make  her  peace  with  h^ren* 

**  Aigline,'^  he  continued,  **  fmiwtnwo^&xu^^ 
you  were   not  educated^  to   aiisoeiate 
wicked—"  1 

He  was  proceeding,  when  I  rudely  intcnupt*! 
him  by  mocking  at  what  I  termed  his  mediodiii' 
cal  doctrine,  and  again  commanding  her  to  retire. 

Fearful  of  irritating  me  any  further  she  obeyeti; 
yet  I  atmost  regretted  he^  absence  wh^  I  iomi 
myself  alone  with  Mellisli.      j^fi^ 

He  was  the  first  to  break  litem  by  sapa^ 
aa  angry  voice : 
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lir  Freville,  what  am  I  to  think  of  this  busi- 
Aigline  must  have  been  living  with  you 
le  evening  we  walked  to  Paris,  when  I  men- 
1  the  receipt  of  her  brother's  letter :  knowing 
w  could  you  advise  La  Franck  and  me  to 
ted  to  Norwich  in  search  of  her  ?  By  Heaven, 
ises  credibility,  that  a  gentleman — ^a  soldier, 
have  stooped  to  such  artifice !'' 
»wever  insulting  these  words,  I  had  no  wish 
tent  them,  as  I  hastily  resolved,  if  possible, 
in  him  over  not  to  betray  the  business  to 
p  Tennant.     So  evading  a  direct  reply,  I 

if  ajor  Mellish,  permit  me  first  to  inquire,  by 
right  you  this  evening  stole  on  my  privacy 
aounced?  Also,  why,  when  I  sent  my 
tit  to  the  hotel  to  inquire  after  you,  he  was 
»  suppose  you  had  left  for  England  P' 
I  actually  trembled  with  indignation  as  he 
sred: 

fy  intrusion  was,  indeed,  an  interruption; 
bat  is  not  to  the  purpose.  The  right  which 
>  it,  was  past  intimacy  and  firiendship— there 
,  I  can  never  err  ;  for,  from  henceforth.  Sir 
lie  Deerhurst,  our  acquaintance  ends.  By 
en,  I  would  not  call  you  friend,  though  earth 
ined  but  us  two !  And  now  for  your  other 
ion— why  your  servant  was  led  astray  as  to 
lovements  ?    On  what  principle.  Sir  FreviUe, 
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should  I  stoop  to  the  meanness  of  decepdonl 
There  is  nothing  in  my  conduct  I  needblnshtt 
acknowlerije  :  your  servant  was  told  the  txuflu 
La  Franc's  and  I  set  out  for  Cal^s ;  while  vuting 
there  iVr  a  favourable  wind,  I  received  a  letter  to 
acquaint  inc.  that  owing  to  the  recommendatioR 
01  Lord  Wellington,  who  had  more  than  once 
h:^noured  me  by  his  notice,  I  was  appointed  to 
the  Lieutenant  Colonelcy  of  the  — — .  This  event 
brought  n-c*  back  to  Paris;  but  La  Franck pro- 
ceeded to  Norwich,  on  the  wild-goose  chase yoa 
were  so  o'^ligin?  to  send  us." 

••  My  ilear  Mellish/'  I  exclaimed,  "  let  me  first 
congratul:.:e  you  on  your  promotion,  still  more 
on  Lord  Wellington's  notice;  that,  indeed, is  » 
honour  any  man  in  England  must  be  proud  to 
boast  of:  and  now  I  ask  your  pardon  for  not 
having,  on  our  last  interview,  mentioned  that 
Aigline  \vas  residing  in  my  house.  Reflect 
calmly,  r^hd  you  will  sec  the  injustice  of  supposii^ 
1  could  birray  her  confidence." 

He  pressed  his  hand  to  his  forehead  widiont 
speaking  :  and,  affecting  a  light  tone,  I  pn>- 
ceeded : 

*•  I  am  aware,  Mcllish,  from  our  former  i^ 
quaintance  with  Aigline,  when,  of  couraej  no  one 
could  have  anticipated  her  present  position,  alio 
the  boyish  friendship  existing  between  Geo^ 
and  me,   that  our  now  living  together,  has  an 
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tmad  appearance;  but  with  all  yourmetho* 
an,  Mellisb — and  I  must  admit  that  since  your 
imacy  with  Parson  La  Franck,  you  are  most 
dly— you  could  scarcely  expect  me  to  marry 
igline/* 

My  affected  indifference  led  me  too  far.  I  had 
nmg  every  fibre  of  Mellish*s  heart.  He^  whose 
im  carriage  in  the  field  of  battle  had  com- 
uided  the  notice  and  admiration  of  the  first 
SQeral  of  the  age,  now  paled  before  me.  I  saw 
Q  stagger  from  very  weakness — ^the  weakness  of 
tortured  soul,  while  drops  of  agony  poured 
wn  his  face ;  yet,  he  struggled  hard  to  compose 
Qselfj  and  to  treat  me  with  the  contempt  I  so 
D  deserved.  To  this  purpose,  he  went  to  the 
le^  and,  unable  to  stand,  sat  down  near  it, 
1  drank  some  wine  and  water ;  seeing  which, 
lid  : 

'  Mellish,  I  entreat  your  pardon  for  anything  I 
f  have  said  to  offend.  The  truth  is,  my  posi- 
I,  in  respect  to  Aigline,  is  so  awkward,  that  I 
't  know  how  to  act,  or  what  to  say.  By  her 
L  words,  you  know  that  until  she  sought  me 
»  I  was  even  ignorant  of  her  being  in  Paris  : 
!onfess  a  truth,  in  deeper  interests,  I  had  nearly 
;otten  her  existence.  Now,  Mellish,  think  of 
times,  and  say,  could  I  reasonably  have  been 
ected  to  reject  the  love  of  such  a  woman  ? 
ly  chivalric  as  you  no  doubt  are,  still,  me- 
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tbinks  it  would  be  mtlier  a  Don  Qukote^M 
of  errantry,  to  throw  down  your  gage  in  wsffS^ 
of  her  I  However,  should  such  be  your  btentat 
I  am  at  your  service,*'  and  I  gave  a  ^nastic 
laugh. 

"  Not  a  matij  but  a  demon  I**  he  peitciBteJ! 
**  and  lost  as  is  that  miserable  w&amn,  from  mj 
soul  1  pity  her,  for  she  ii  in  your  power,  M«- 
ciful  heaven !  I  did  not  think  the  humaa  hart 
could  be  so  cold,  so  callous,  so  indifierent  to  \k 
feelings  and  happiness  of  oilers ;  but  I  pity,  nol 
envy  you.  Glory  on,  Sir  Frevilk,  in  the  lelfii^ 
ness  which  teaches  you  to  foi^get  the  dead|  ini 
triumph  over  the  living;  but,  insensible  S9  V^^ 
are,  were  I  capable  of  your  malice,  I  could  send 
a  pang  through  your  heart,  which  would  cause  it 
a  torture  even  more  exquisite  than  iriui 
suffer/* 

'*  What  mean  you  ?*'  I  said,  tremulously 
George  Tennant  dead  V* 

•^  You  would  rejoice  if  he  wei%"  was  \m  cS 
reply, 

**  Mellish/'  I  continued^  forcing  a  smite»  "  ^ 
are  bickering  here  like  two  school-boys.  I  api* 
apologia  for  having  offended  you ;  at  this  mim^ 
you  have  your  revenge,  for  your  ambigiioui  word* 
alarm  me.  Are  Clara's  sons  dead  7 — In  good  ^ 
evil,  anything  connected  with  her^meniory  is  ^ 
to  me/* 
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re  not,^  he  answered;  **  and  now,  Sir 
OS  set  aside  these  objects  of  interest, 
)  business." 
»  !"  I  repeated  with  unaffected  sur- 

lative  to  money/'  he  answered ;  '^  but 
rould  be  better  for  me  to  write  on  the 

BT  Mellish/'  I  cried,  with  vivacity, 
nt  money,  command  me.  You  know 
tusands-^tens  of  thousands  at  your 
Giy,  more,  I  shall  feel  obliged  by  your 
0  far  to  our  former  confidence  as  to 

spoke  he  looked  quite  furious,  then 
*'  Is  it  possible  you  can,  for  a  moment, 
e,  as  to  suppose  any  extremity  could 
to  accept  a  compliment  from  you  ?  Or, 
nd  become  so  debased  as  to  think  self- 
)  guiding  principle  of  all  men?  Sir 
f  business  is  to  tell  you  that,  as  fortu- 
>resent  peace  permits  me,  without  dis- 
sell  out,  I  shall  resign  the  Lieutenant- 
even  at  the  risk  of  offending  Lord 
f  and  then  dispose  of  my  majority  ;  by 
IS  I  shall  have  nearly  money  sufficient 
for  the  purchase  of  my  troop,  also  the 
sent  me  anonymously  to  Alicant.^ 
}od  ?'  I  exclaimed,  ^'  are  you  not  mad. 
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under  your  circumstances  ta  sell  oat  erf  tk««l< 
and  that  too  at  the  very  instant  Xiord  WdBi^ 
hm  taken  you  by  the  hand  ?    Beflee^  youbt^^ 
other  means  of  subsistence;  Ihal,  indeed,  i^ 
be  paying  dear  for  a  woman's  love," 

"  I  have  no  other  way  of  paying  my  ddttft 
you/'  he  replied  |  "  and  I  tell  you,  Sa  fte^\ 
would  sell  my  body  to  slavery^  and  irailEfaii  j 
residue  of  my  life  chained  to  tb«  g)BU0y% 
than  continue  under  pecuniary  obligatioiii  to  1 1 
man  I  despise  1  Tou  sneer^and  think  m%tomBik  i 
nhsurd,  prejudiced ;  be  it  so.  I  certainly  ftm  iwi**  j 
Cosmopolite  to  mock  and  ridicule  every  botaj 
feeling  and  affection.  As  to  Aigline's  love,  I  ne 
possessed  it  ^  happily  noW|  also^  I  un  aware  1 
as  she  had  before  falleni  few  will  condemn  jM^ 
conduct  relative  to  her ;  yet  yau  canfiot  be  » 
dishonourable,  so  ungenerous,  as  to  keep  her  b 
Ignorance  of  her  brother's  gift-  At  all  events  v 
the  money  is  lodged  in  my  keeping,  I  will  iCiKl  i 
man  of  business  to  apprise  her  on  tbi  idbjic^ 
and  With  that,  being  a  legal  measure,  yoo  caofi^ 
interfere ;  for  though  religion  may  be  trenlQil  •> 
an  illusive  aflreGtioti»and  duty  as  a  hree^  sdUvnd 
this  wonderful  advance  of  intellect  seta  tbe  1*^ 
aside,  it  is  impenLtive  i  and  though  that  too  loxf 
be  a  prejudice,  still  even  Aigline's  case  proiet  !»• 
necessary  it  is.  And  now,  Sir  FreviUct  fart««ll? 
should  chance  ever  throw  m  together,  wc  miA 
as  strangers/' 
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He  was  hurrying  off,  in  his  excitement  forget- 
^^  his  stjjck  and  hat,  when  I  called  out  to  remind 
hm.   While  he  was  arranging  his  dress^  I  said  : 

*^  Colonel  Mellish,  you  lord  it  over  me  with  a 

Ugh  hand:  ungenerous  enough — ^first,    because 

BJ  right  wrist  is  yet  too  weak  to  guide  a  pistol ; 

^wrt,  because  while  you  mock  at  other  men's 

prejudices  you  have  your  own,  and  I  know  object 

*o  duelling.     However,  you  can  scarcely  doubt  a 

gentleman's  assertion,  and   I  solemnly  swear  I 

Berer  forwarded  any  money  to  you  anonymously, 

ddier  at  Alicant  or  any  other  place ;  and  if  this 

assertion  is  not  satisfactory,  I  have  no  objection 

to  swear  to  the  fiict/' 

"  This  is  very  surprising,**  he  said  thoughtfully. 
**  Except  yourself  or  George  Tennant,  I  know  o 
no  person  likely  to  assist  me ;  and  at  that  period 
George  was  on  the  distant  seas,  and  by  no  possi- 
bility could  have  learned  of  my  embarrassment — 
he  had  not  even  time.** 

**May  it  not  have  been  La  Franck?**  I  de- 
manded. 
^  No !  he  IS  poor,  and  supports  his  aunt  and 


**  After  this,  you  of  course  will  not  dispose  of 
jour  commission  ?*'  I  said  inquiringly. 

^*  I  still,*'  he  sternly  answered,  *^  am  indebted 
to  Sir  Freidlle  Deerhurst  for  the  price  of  my  com- 
mission.^* So  saying,  he  hastened  from  the  apart- 
ment. L  2 
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CHAPTEE  XL 


liEFT  to  myself^  my  feroed  ipiiits  fled,  mil 
yielded  to  the  most  paiafbl  and  ocnitnry  emoYioii- 
Now  almost  cursing  Aigline  for  haring  sought  tns 
out,  and  the  next  instant  burning  with  consummi; 
jealousy  for  her  prefertnoe  to  MeUish,  whose  nft" 
biguous  words — that  he  could  strike  anguish  ffltt 
my  soul — I  verily  believed  were  only  spokiCfi  i* 
random ;  and  I  concltided  on  despising  his  frieft'^' 
ship.  What  to  me,  who  possessed  so  many  adnnf 
tagea,  could  be  the  friends  and  coinp^uiions  of  lif 
youth,  or  the  associations  connected  with  ibai^ 
In  the  midst  of  these  conflicting  thoughts,  AigfiiiB 
entered^  looking  very  languid^  and  the  traeo^ 
recent  tears  were  on  her  cheeks.  Her  dress»  Wt 
was  disheveUed,  and  her  whole  appearance  boft 
look  of  abandonmentt  which  contrasted  sadly 
the  rich  gems  which  sparkled  through  her 
hair,  and  the  gay  flowers  intermiogled  with 
dress*  In  quick,  qaiveiing  accents  she  cried  out 
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ak,  Freyille^  and  say,  is  another  sin  to  be 

I  my  soul :  —have  you  and  Charles  Mellish 

on  a  duel  ?'^ 

rered  coldly,  ^*  All  this  anxiety  proceeds 

e  for  Mellish— I  hold  no  share  in  it ;  how* 

igline,  I  do  not  blame  you  i  first  love  is 
most  powerful.    I  have  long  suspected 

ir  fancy  to  me  was  the  mere  result  of 

and  I  am  now  convinced/' 

I  to  me,  Freville,"  she  exclaimed,  burst- 
tears.    *^  But  you  are  right :  I  deserve 

imiliation.'^ 

ng  coldly  on  her,  I  sarcastically  added : 
tempted  you  to  desert  Mellish?  There 

\o  lack  of  passion  on  either  side ;  but 

proverb  says :  de  gu$tibus  non  eH  diipu^ 

me!"  she  passionately  cried,  ''to  taunt 
It  a  most  unfortunate  woman ;  but  my  very 
fckm,  by  rendering  me  reckless,  gives  me 
to  fly.  I  no  longer  remain  to  be  tormented 

ras  rushing  from  the  apartment,  but  still 
with  jealousy,  I  caught  her  by  the  arm, 

•  a  scheme  to  fly  to  Mellish ;  but  if  you 

1  challenge  him,  though  I  should  be  killed 

ipot.** 

r  yon  have  not  already  done  80^  and  I  will 
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forgive  you  all  your  cmelly,*'  and  ibe  diipelli  ^ 
bands  in  supplication. 

'*  Compose  yourself,  dear  AJfline,^'*!  said,leid* 
ing  her  gently  towards  a  8eat|  **  I  aasurp  joa 
there  is  no  intention  of  a  dud  between  ise  vA 
Colonel  Mellisb  ;  and  you  Eniiat  know  be  hii|ial 
obtained  a  LieutenantrColoneby  through  tliebi^ 
rest  of  Lord  Wellington.  I  tell  yon  this  \mim 
I  know  it  will  afford  you  pleasure/' 

She  replied  with  animatton^  «  Everything  W 
tends  to  hia  advantage  moit  please  mei  tads  if 
goodness  receives  its  reward,  MeUish  mM  be 
blessed/' 

This  observation  again  awakened  my  jealo«f^  ] 
the  jealousy  of  a  weak  vaniiy — snd  I 
sneeringly:    '*  Perhaps  he    may    lie 
turning  preacher  under  La  Fritnck's  aua 
he  is  going  to  quit  the  army/' 

**  And  wherefore  V  she  demanded. 

*'  Oh  I  from  all  his  heroics;  be  is  mini 
with  me — I  wish  I  could  say  because  of  ^ 
preference — that  he  vows  by  this  and  by  that,  bj 
swordj  pistol,  blunderbuss^  that  he  would  not  ^ 
under  a  pecuniary  obligation  to  me  for  the  ^reiot 
of  France — is  not  that  the  grand  object  ol  dispn^ 
of  die  present  day  ? — so  will  throw  up  his  Li<o* 
tenant-Colonelcyt  No  despair,  1  wot,  to 
Wellington,  who  can  find  gallant  fellowm  i 
f^ady  to  accept  of  it*      TheSL,^  will  seB 
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he  army,  to  repay  me  the  price  of  his  troop, 
ch  he  now  regrets  having  ever  accepted  from 
b  a  man ;  nay,  being  a  romancer,  and, 
leqnently,  having  met  adventures,  he  insists 
;  while  he  was  at  Alicant,  I  forwarded  to  him 
aymousiy  a  large  sum  of  money  to  relieve 

from  some  pecuniary  embarrassment;  and, 
epay  this  gift,  of  which  I  vow  I  know  nothing, 
is  going  into  slavery,  or  some  such  fireak. 
tn  my  soul  I  think  poor  Mellish  is  moon- 
sk.'^  I  spoke  this  with  an  air  of  sarcasm  and 
y,  though,  in  truth,  I  was  oppressed  with  sad- 
» 

igline,  who  had  listened  with  the  greatest 
ition,  excUdmed'with  vivacity : — 
Oh,  Freviile,  if  possible  do  not  permit  Charles 
ish  to  sell  out.  He  has  no  dependence,  ex- 
his  profession,  to  which  he  is  such  an  honour, 
you  not  take  the  hint,  and  have  some  money 
eyed  to  him  secretly  ?'' 
inswered  petulantly: — "Aigline,  you  forget 
I  am  not  at  this  moment  yery  well  pleased 

Colonel  Mellish;  and  most  certainly  shall 
condescend  to  humour  one  whose  spirit  is 
iroud  to  accept  of  an  obligation  ;  so  let  him 
Ff  he  well  deserves  it,  and  it  will  rather  a£Pord 
deasure.'^ 

No,  no,"  she  passionately  cried ;  ^'  he  deserves 
I  $  with  him  humanity  and  courage  go  hand  in 
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hand.     It  was  for  my  sake  he  first  got  iaTolTt^r 
and^  after  all  my  fiacrifioas  to  save  him  froo^tbf 
sUgma  of  Gowaxdio^  or  the  misery  of  di^tfjIVk  \ 
shall  I  now  see  him  quit  the  army;  and,  wheaS^ 
short-lived  peace— for  all    say  it  casmot  laat- 
paases  away,  and  war  cumtnenceai  perbajpi  l«^«ai9S  1 
as  a  private  soldier  1    I  tell  yott,  Frorilk^  liitlf  j 
idea  tortures  me/* 

'^  Ah,"  I  exclaimed^  dashing  mway  liaf  Wkj 
which  she  had  laid  on  my  arm  ^  **  for  yipufti 
he  got  InTolved;   you    shoald   have  beea  plil] 
wary  in  yuur  entreaties,  and  not  betllfl^  Ait 
secret.     This   proves    you    lived    with  tMHi 
and  he,  most  virtnous  youtlii  liad  the  eStonWj 
to  deny  it — forsooth  he  fled  from  the  tempttftkiif  | 
Lying  hypocrite^  how  sincerely  1  det^pise  biiot,' 
But    I    shall    sift    this    business,  and    on  y^'^ 
hrother^s  return  explain  all  to  him^ — then  lie  m 
judge  between  us*'  #•*■*  '^ 

I  spoke  at  randomi  and  in  bfolteh  tenteBMH 
s«^xcely  knowing  what  I  said.  Bofu^  I  utlercdMl 
last  words  AJgline  gave  a  fearful  ery,  and  rasbad 
up  and  down  the  apartment  in  a  perlect  fttmyt 
wildly  tossing  her  arms  and  tearing  her  hair.  N^ 
language  can  express  my  horror  1  Ob  1  how  Wt 
terly  I  cursed  my  mean  jealouay  tb&t  had  kd  ^ 
such  a  result !  Had  I  driven  the  b&pless  hmg 
to  insanity  ?  Had  the  heart  so  long  tortured  bf 
conscious  guilt  at  length  broken}     ^n'kne^^l^ 
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the  spectacle  of  her  woe,  iny  own  reason  nearly 

«iled,    I  just   retained    recollection   enough  to 

bov  that  she  tottered  on  the  verge  of  madness. 

O&e  word  of  either  kindness  or  reproach  might 

ttnfirm  it,  so  I  remained  passive,  till  at  length 

quite  exhausted,  she  flung  herself  carelessly  on  a 

ooneb,  and,  as  I  heard  her  convulsive  sighs,  and 

Mw  tear  after  tear  rolling  down  her  face,  I  actu-  • 

ally  fell  on  my  knees  to  return  God  thanks.    Oh, 

how  naturally  in    extremity  the  greatest  sinner 

feds  that  all  power  lies  in  his  Creator ! 

Aigline  was  the  first  to  interrupt  the  silence ; 
she  rose,  and,  though  tottering  from  weakness, 
advanced  towards  me.  She  was  the  very  image 
of  despair;  her  long  dark  hair  streaming  down 
her  shoulders,  while,  the  flowers  and  gems  with 
which  I  had  obliged  the  poor  victim  to  ornament 
herself,  seemed  a  mockery  of  her  woe. 

I  sprang  towards  her,  and  twining  my  arm 
roiand  her  waist,  addressed  her  by  every  endearing 
name,  entreating  that  she  would  be  composed; 
and^  leading,  or  rather  drawing  her  to  the  table, 
was  offering  her  some  wine,  when,  pushing  me 
aside,  she  filled  out  a  large  goblet,  and,  before  I 
was  aware  of  her  intention,  drank  it  off. 

•*  Gk>od  Heaven,  Aigline,**  I  cried,  •'  why  have 
you  taken  so  much  wine  ?  You  are  already  dread* 
ftilly  excited ;  let  me  lead  you  to  your  couch,  and 
I  will  watch  by  you  all  night,  and  to-morrow, 

l3 
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when  we  are  both  composed,  spologise  htwif 
ungenerous  anger," 

Again   she  uttered  her  fearlol  cry,  a*  Ae  * 
claimed : 

**  Freville^  I  shall  never  be  oompoaad  l3l  fo* 
pledge  your  solemn  oath  not  to  betey  m  to 
George,  Oh  I  my  brother,  my  liOiiOBiiW«t 
gallant,  high-minded  brother^  I  desmiu  4  Ai 
misery  that  blasts  me,  for  bri^png  diigrwie  ^ 
you.  Yet  you  will  tnoum  orer  my  &Us  norifl 
your  regret  for  the  wretched  Aigline  thbk  oflta 
dishonour  she  has  cast  on  yofir  imaMb'' 

Again  she  wept  bitterly,  while  I  mtlerrf  ^ 
most  solemn  assurances  that  I  would  die  befiffil 
would  speak  lightly  of  her  to  George,  sad  $^ 
she  should  uhtain  the  same  procnise  &cm  M^ 
lish, 

'^  ]  need  it  not  from  him,*'  she  replied  *, 
all  my  errors  Mellisb  loves  me— and  trtie  i» 
never  betrays  its  objeet — besides^  h«  is  the  vtrr 
soul  of  honour  ^  but,  Freville,  painful  as  mif  ^ 
the  truth,  your  principles  as  well  as  mine  btf« 
been  tainted  by  the  Cosmopolite  doctrines  of  dii 
Behal,  Lord  Beletrieve,  and  in  becoming  deprsTed» 
we  have  cast  aside  all  holier  feelings;  &o4 
though  there  may  be  fellowship  among  the  wicl£«4 
there  can  be  little  confidence  for  who  can  depcfd 
on  those  who  obey  the  impulse  of  their  own  pa^ 
sions  ?    You  look  angry^  FreviUe,  but^  as  in  hip 
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^s  1  told  you,  the  great  difference  that  lies 
i  us,  is,  that  you  rush  blindfold  on  the 
'  destruction^  whereas  I,  though  without 
I  to  retreat,  behold  the  gulf  of  ifrremedia- 
into  which  I  am  hastening/^ 
jave  an  hysteric  laugh ;  I  made  no  answer, 
time  she  said  :— 

ust  take  some  more  wine ;  for,  to  satisfy 
doubts  relative  to  Mellish,  I  shall  relate 
its  connected  with  our  meeting  at  Alicant, 
ill  explain  the  mystery  of  the  money  he 
.  anonymously/' 

c  the  goblet  from  her  hand,  observing : 
line,  you  shall  not  drink  it ;  and  for  this 
will  not  listen  to  your  relation.^' 
ff  Freville!''  she  vehemently  exclaimed, 
:  in  all  things  thwart  me — do  not  drive  me 
ival  of  this  night's  anguish;  it  is  necessary 
u  should  hear  all  the  facts  relative  to 
Add  not  an  additional  pang  to  my 
>y  letting  him  suffer :  as  to  the  wine,  1 
irished  to  drink  it  to  support  me  under 
7el  of  past  scenes ; — however,  it  is  better 
irritates  without  relieving  me — but  to 
lanation.  I  must  insist  on  your  listen- 
contended  the  point,  and  at  length  sue- 
in  prevailing  upon  her  to  retire  to  hei* 
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I  saw  little  of  Aigline  during  ihe  three  ibl>0>* 
ing  days.  She  was  taciturn  ;  yet  when  I  nguM 
her  unobserved,  I  could  perceive  that  the  vii 
labouring  under  a  high  d^ree  of  makmoL 
On  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day,  sbo  cnMi 
my  study  abruptly,  and  placing  a  padset  oalk 
table,  instantly  departed.  The  reader  will  irt 
doubt  that,  suspecting  its  contenta,  I  inatiM 
and  tore  it  open  hastily.  It  waa  headed  "IW 
Story  of  Aigline,''  and  I  give  it^  aa  it  M 
written : 

'^  Freville,  I  have  already  acquainted  3foavi& 
the  particulars  of  my  marriage  with  the  lielfii' 
serton,  and  its  subsequent  eventa,  until  I  jitd 
my  poor  father  in  prison ;  but  to  apaie  inyHV 
from  dwelling  on  his  melancholy  fiutet  I  onittel 
mentioning  how,  a  few  daya  prerioaa  to  Ui 
death,  he  called  a  meeting  of  his  eE€ditoi%  th 
result  of  which  was,  they  came  to  an  anangiav^ 
to  give  him  a  few  hundred  pounda;  tbiat  ki 
immediately  bequeathed  to  me,  and  liko  eVBf 
other  event  of  my  life  it  proved  Hofovlnal^  If 
rendering  me  in  some  degree  independent  fa  1 
hastily  resolved  not  to  return  to  Glanloir  Chrik 
Indeed,  I  had  my  doubts  whethar  I  akwU  >i 
received  there ;  consequently,  after  [ 
my  father's  remains  to  their  laat  hoaae^  I  ] 
to  the  neighbourhood  of  Riduem^  wlMli  ^ 
engaged  apartments  in  a  secluded  I 
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Situated  cottage,  outside   the  village,  and  there 

took  up  my  lonely  residence. 

'^FreviUe,  you  may  remember  while  you  were 
atqiiig  in  London,  my  introducing  you  to  a  Lady 
UaiDBtown,  a  haughty  dame,  who,  to  oblige  Lord 
Beletrieve,  sometimes  condescended  to  chaperon 
me; — ^well.  Lord  Mainstown  died,  and  her  Lady* 
ship  being  left  with  a  small  jointure,  removed  to 
the  neighbourhood  of  Richmond,  and  chancing  to 
■ee  me  in  church,  the  only  public  place  to  which  I 
ever  resorted,  and  being  related  to  the  McMisser- 
ton  by  the  female  line — condescended  to  acknow- 
ledge my  acquaintance,  claimed  me  as  a  con- 
nection, and  constantly  invited  me  to  her  house. 
Now>  in  all  this  there  was  not  a  spark  of  bene- 
volence or  friendship ;  the  fact  was,  her  vanity 
and  love  of  society  having  survived  her  means  of 
oommanding  it,  she  grasped  at  every  incident 
likely  to  give  her  pleasure,  or  draw  company  to 
faer  saloon,  which  no  longer  offered  many  attrac- 
tions. Aware  of  my  musical  talents,  she  paid  me 
the  greatest  court.  At  that  period  my  father  had 
been  some  nine  months  dead,  and  my  health  and 
spirits  being  renovated,  I  gladly  accepted  her 
invitations,  so  &r  as  spending  a  morning  or  even- 
ing in  her  society ;  but  always,  spite  of  her  in- 
vitations and  occasional  fits  of  suUenness — for 
she  was  very  ill«tempered — insisted  on  returning 
home  to  sleep. 
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'  This  intimacy,  on  both  ndei  ona  of  COM^ 
nience,  during  the  summer  ieason  wm  iv} 
agreeable ;  but  when  the  winter  nigliti  euni«i 
to  me  it  proved  a  constant  annoyanoe.  Hie  fat 
acquaintances  of  rank  of  which  her  Uifiif 
could  still  boast,  had  either  gone  to  London,  €ii 
Christmas  to  their  country  residenoesi  aololNf 
Richmond  was  deserted ;  then  ahe  hadnotifli^ 
resource  within  her  own  mind,  while  n  ii^iell^ 
discontented  temper  kept  her  in  a  oonituit  itti 
of  irritation  in  seeking  for  excitement;  honmit 
as  her  house  possessed  the  adTUitagee  of  a  fob* 
rable  library,  fine  musical  inatrtunentey  and  oo* 
casional  visitors,  I  submitted  to  her 
for  positively  her  demands  on  my 
talents,  amounted  to  tyranny.  In  this 
autumn  passed  on ;  but  in  Jannary,  oar 
was  enlivened  by  the  arrival  of  Ladj 
nephew,  Captain  d'EstonviUe  Howtd4  Heiwt 
the  only  son  of  Sir  Horace  Howard,  mA  hii 
mother,  who  had  been  a  Mademoiselle  d'Estori-' 
ville,  a  very  beautiful  foreigner,  and  an  hmtti^ 
died  in  giving  him  birth.  This  doubly  endaiLidl; 
the  child  to  SKr  Horace,  who^  for  his  sake, 
resolved  never  to  form  a  second  alliance.  White 
yet  a  youths  d'Estonville  entreated  pennissLOii  td' 
enter  the  army;  long  Sir  Horace  resisted  htf' 
wishes,  but  observing^  tiiat  stimulated  by  the 
stirring  wars  then  extending  over  Europe  and 
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erica^  his  military  ardour  daily  increased^  he 
length  consented,  and  soon  after  saw  him 
irt  to  join  his  regiment  in  Canada.  There 
itonvine  continued  for  about  two  years,  and 
then  ordered  to  Demerara,  where  he  was 
eked  by  yellow  fever,  very  prevalent  at  the 
od.  He  recovered  but  partially,  for  his 
S8  terminated  in  a  low,  intermitting  ague.  No 
ler  did  the  intelligence  reach  Sir  Horace,  than 
ing  every  danger,  he  set  off  for  Demerara, 
lined  there  till  d'Estcnville  was  sufficiently 
fered  to  undertake  a  voyage,  then  obtaining 
rtificate  of  his  being  too  ill  to  attend  to 
ary  duties,  accompanied  him  back  to 
and.  Soon  as  his  health  improved,  being 
much  engaged  with  parliamentary  business — 
le  was  a  very  violent  politician — he  advised 
tonville  to  remove  for  a  time  to  Lady 
istown's.  Such  were  the  particulars  with 
b,  in  her  own  prosy  way,  her  Ladyship 
ainted  me  on  the  evening  previous  to  Captain 
"ard's  arrival. 

[yEstonville  came,  and  from  that  hour  Lady 
istown^s  dull  residence  was  a  scene  of  happi- 
.  She  really  loved  her  nephew,  and  though 
knew  I  was  young,  deemed  beautiful,  and 
rated  from  my  husband — for  I  had  confided 
er  the  position  in  which  I  stood  with  the 
iisserton — either  from  a  total  want  of  moral 
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feeling,  or  recklessness  about  o&en,  m  W0 
probably  from  incredulity  in  the  beUef  of  tta* 
powerful  aensibUities,  of  whidk  she  wti  ImK 
incapable,  she  constantly  espoied  me  l»  Vi 
dangerous  society  j  for  solicitous  to  f^no^te  W 
broken  healthy  and  cheer  his  spiri^^  she  koM 
upon  me  as  the  constant  souive  of  tmamtt^ 
Oh!  how  willingly,  for  his  sake,  I  brought iltii 
requisition  every  power  of  pleasing  j  tbe  cxertioii 
which  before  had  been  a  task,  were  now  poM 
enjoyment, 

«  PrcTille,  I  wish  you  had  Imown  d*Estomi!fe 
He  was  a  noble  and  dignified  person ;  his  M 
could  not  be  termed  handsome*  but  it  was  engfl^ 
ing  from  its  candid,  playfbl  espression  |  alihoo^ 
at  the  period  his  health  was  delicate,  stiU  he  ^ 
full  of  a  buoyant,  happy  spirit,  generous,  gaDan^ 
enthusiastic  1  he  was  the  Tery  soul  of  hoi)OQ%* 
free  from  all  seliiahness,  and  almost  faultless  ia. 
his  own  character^  he  never  spoke  ill  of  otiimr 
and  affliction  from  him  ever  found  compasiion 
and  aid.  Alas !  in  her  love  of  hearing  herself 
tdk^  Lady  Mainstown  had  only  awakened  Ms 
aympatby  in  my  behalf,  representing  my  i8* 
assorted  nuptials,  my  fether*s  untimely  dcstK 
and  my  sacrifices  for  him-^-as  in  her  selfiihaeH 
ihe  chose  to  (mil  tiie  aimple  performance  of 
dearest  doty.  ^4^ 

•*  WcU,  the  winter  passed  "trifif^y  readii^ 
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^Usic  were  every  evening  called  forth  to  amuse 
^Bstonville;    frequently   Lady  Mainstown   was 
Engaged  to  small  parties  in  the  village,  for  when 
Plaited  her  purpose  she  could  condescend  to  mix 
^ith  an  humbler  class  than  her  own.    When  we 
Were  thus  left  by  ourselves,  d'Estonville  won  all 
Oy  secrets ;  and  frequently   in   gentle   accents, 
bat  with  strong  reasoning  and  manly  sense,  repre- 
sented the  danger  of  one  so  young,  so  fascinatmg, 
ss  he  chose  to  term  me,  separating  from  her  hus- 
band,  and  would  press  me  to  return  to  Glenlow 
Castle.    But  the  horror  I  expressed  at  the  idea  of 
agun  living  with  the  McMisserton,  silenced  him ; 
so  yielding  on  that  point,  he  would  advise  that  I 
should  take   up   my   sole   residence  with   Lady 
Mainstown — who  had  invited  me — representing 
that  the  annoyances  and  ddsaffremens  to  which 
her  temper  would  subject  me,  would  be  trifling 
considerations  when  put  into   competition  with 
the  invidious  remarks  to  which  my  solitary  po* 
sition  exposed  me.     Such  were  the  general  sub- 
jects of  our  ietes-dri^te  I  he  advised  as  a  brother, 
oh  I  why  did  he  learn  to  feel  as  a  lover— and  I — 
but  all  these  recollections  of  the  past  are  agoniz- 
ing, and  of  no  avail. 

*^  March  came ;  the  weather  proved  unusually 
mild  for  the  season.  D'Estonville's  health  was 
quite  restored,  and  at  his  request  I  laid  aside  my 
mourning ;  even  Lady  Mainstown  con 
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zne  on  my  appearance,  and  I  fimiaad  witk  jm^ 
ness,  for  the  exquisite  though  undefined  hapfbi* 
I  daily  experienced  cast  its  glow  over  my  cool*' 
nance.    In  the  midst  of  this  delight— Cor  it  M 
delight— a  letter  arrived  from  Sir  Honee^  ■)■( 
that  as  he  could  not  endure  the  idee  of  d'BrtM^ 
ville's  returning  to  the  West,  he  had  toooeeUii 
getting  him  exchanged  into  a  cavalry  legJMiii 
then  in  Spain,  and  that  he  mutt  get  ready  wiA^ 
out  delay  to  join  the  depdt  who  wereqearlendil 
Manchester.     In  conclusion,  be  added,  *I  dM 
you,  d'Estonville,  on  receipt  of  th]%  to  odB 
your  adieus  to  Lady  Mainstown,  and  jeia  M 
to-morrow  in  London.     Tour  health  being  !•* 
established,  there  is  no  neoeasity  any  biqgsr  H 
trespass  upon  your  aunt*a  bdepitaBtyt   beritajf 
as  in  a  few  days  I  must  proeeed  to  tbe  Ndi^ 
of  England,  I  wish  in  the  intetifll  to  eq}of  yo# 
society.'  ■     '* 

"  The  morning  that  this  letter  reached  dEston* 
ville,  as  usual,  I  was  on  my  way  to  spend  the 
day  with  Lady  Mainstown,  whose  villa  lay  at  tbt 
distance  of  about  half  a  mile  from  my  lodgings* 
The  direct  path  to  it  w^s  partly  through  a  meidoir 
and  partly  through  an  avenuts  planted  with  ald^n^ 
I  had  bounded  over  the  stile  thut  kd  iiitotk 
latter,  for  the  buoyancy  of  tny  spirits  extl^^iM 
to  my  frame,  and  was  tripping  forward  in  mj 
happiest  mood,  when  Captain  d^Est^jnviUe  m£^ 
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pectedly  joined  me.     Struck   by  the  sad  expres- 
sion of  his  countenance,  I  exclaimed  : 

^ '  Bless  me !  what  has  happened  ?     You  look 
iU-veryill/ 

^  He  tried  to  smile  as  he  answered  :  *  Nothing 
very  serious ;  on  the  contrary,  I  believe  I  ought  to 
M,  Well  pleased ;'  and  drawing  my  arm  within 
iufl|  he  handed  me  Sir  Horace's  letter.    As  I  read 
It  I  could  not  disguise  my  emotion,  awakened  by 
^  Barprise  and  regret  I  experienced  at  the  idea 
^OUT  immediate  separation.     Until  then  I  had 
not  e?en  suspected  how  inexpressibly  dear  he  was 
to  me  i  and  the  agony  of  my  mind  increased,  lest 
<lisco?ering  my  sentiments,  he  might  despise  me 
for  the  weakness ;  for  I  knew  he  had  been  edu- 
cated in  the  very  strictest  ideas  of  morality,  and, 
daring  all  the  solitary  hours  we  had  spent  toge- 
ther, viewing  me  as  the  wife  of  another,  had  never 
made  the  slightest  advance  towards  my  affec- 
tions. 

^^I  tried  to  mutter  out  some  words  of  cold 
politeness— of  surprise,  at  the  suddenness  of  his 
departure,  as  he  had  proposed  remaining  three 
months  longer  at  Richmond— overlooking  that 
bis  father's  letter  explained  the  whole  business — 
then,  with  equal  inconsistency,  I  said  that,  being 
severely  ill  all  night,  I  was  on  my  way  to  apolo- 
gise to  Lady  Mainstown  for  not  spending  the  day 
with  her,  but  that  as  I  had  met  him,  he  could 


make  my  apologies.     So  sajing,  I  liiitiljtmMi 
backj  without  looking  up  in  hia  (moti  or  bUAol 
one  farewell.     For  some  time  he  Temained  iifr 
inoTeabIa,  without  offering  to  follow ;  buV  ob-  j 
serving  me  staggeri  he  darted  after  me^  and  agtio 
drew  Bay  arm  through  his*    This  tenderness  qtiitt 
overcame  me ;  I  could  no  longer  command  m) 
tears,  which  rolled  rapidly  down  my  &ce.  AI 
the  time^  d'EstooTille  never  spoke  i  bm^  «hn 
we  reached  my  lodgings,  he  supported  me  lo  At 
small  reception-roomi  and  then,  wiOi  tiie  utmo^ 
mildness,  but  the  manly  sense  which  througbcHft 
had  marked  his  character,  said^  that,  in  dus  ih* 
sence  of  my  gallant  brother^  firiendsliip  Airil 
supply  his  place;  and  he  again  energetJcaRf  i^ 
vised  me  to  reside  with   Lady  Mainstow%  tf 
some  other    female  £riend;    dweUing  up<A^ 
awkwardness  of  my  position ; -^and  ■■'Mil 
penetrating  the  state  of  my  feelings^  he  addeii- 

*'  *  I  am  selfish  in  the  wish  |  for>  after  all  thUI 
cheerful  evenings  we  have  this  winter  spent  toge- 
ther, and  your  kindness  in  amusing  me  daring 
the  hours  of  ill  healthy  it  would  be  painftd  lu  birs 
our  acquaintance  so  totally  ended^  as  not^  Mrs* 
McMisserton,  even  to  know  of  your  existeneei 
Whereas,  if  yon  are  with  Lady  Mainstiiw%  I 
shall,  through  her,  hear  every  week|  for  she  hss 
promised  to  correspond  with  me/ 

"  Provoked  and  mortified  at  hb  DoMoess, 
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^  much  composure  as  I  could  assume^  I  said, 
^  it  was  my  intention  very  soon  to  proceed  to 
Iidind,  where  I  still  possessed  friends ;  but  that^ 
in  the  meantime,  if  her  Ladyship  renewed  her  in- 
'^iktion,  I  should  certainly  accept  it. 

^He  thanked  me  with  calm  politeness  for 
tnkiDg  his  advice,  then  rose  from  his  seat,  saying, 
in  a  low  voice : 
^'I  shall  make  your  excuses  to  Lady  Main- 


*'His  hand  was  on  the  lock  of  the  door;  I 
oottU  scarcely  suppress  a  cry  as  the  idea  of  never 
again  seeing  him  flashed  across  my  mind;  in  a 
voice  scarcely  intelligible,  I  exclaimed : 

**  ^  Captain  d^Estonville,  would  it  not  be  right 
for  me,  if  my  head-ache  recovers,  to  go  this 
evening  to  Lady  Mainstown  ?  —  She  may  be 
offended:  you  know  she  cannot  endure  disap- 
pointment/ 

** '  Oh  1  better — far  better  not  !*  he  exclaimed; 
and  ere  I  could  answer,  without  bidding  me  one 
adieu,  he  sprang  down  the  stairs :  the  next  mo- 
ment I  saw  him  darting  by. 

^  Though  I  have  since  experienced  such  accu- 
mulated sorrows,  such  a  sense  of  guilt,  such 
remorse,  still  the  misery  of  that  day  presses  on 
my  memory.  For  the  first  time  I  truly  loved, 
with  all  the  ardour— the  sincerity— the  devotion 
of  which  my  enthusiastic  nature  was  capable. 
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The  last  few  months  had  been  fike  a 

rapture,  for  every  day  had  been  spent  k 

ville's  society,  and  with  all  the  ddieaej 

ment  which  then  influenced  me,  whik  I 

him — hear  him — converse  with  bim,  I 

more :  there  was  bliss  in  the 

of  being  in  his  neighbourhood— of 

a  few  moments  might  bring  as  tog^liMr;  M 

now  he  was  gone,  probably  we  shoald  nete^Mrt 

again  !  and  worse,  oh !  a  thoiisand 

he  felt  no  reciprocal  aflection  fbr  ma  1 

my  soul  seemed  to  take  wings  to  fidlow  Mm  H 

earth's  remotest  verge,  he  oared  not  lor  M-* 

thought  not  on  me!  or,  at  best, 

merely  as  a  kind-hearted,  imhs{ipy 

in  some  degree  dependant  on  othen^ 

every  means  to  oblige  and  please. 

^    ^'  As  these  thoughts  pressed  oiiy  waf 

first  time  gave  the  reins  to  those^ 

which  have  since  wrought  my  destruction-    Not 

I  fell  into  hysterics,  then  for  hours  lay  prosMB 

on   the  ground;   and  thus  the  day  passed  otk 

and  with  evening  I  resolved  at  all  risks  to 

one  parting  view  of  d^Estonville,   so,  m 

my  dress,  I  hastened  to  Lady  Mainstown*a« 

I  approached  the  house^  I  was  dreadiiilJy  ip* 

tated ;  but,  in  the  abandonment  of  my  miad  I 

was  quite  reckless,  and,  entering  tl  with  my  m^^ 

fiuniliarityi  made  no  inquiries,  bat  went  up  «t 
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Once  to  the  saloon.    D'Estonville  was  there  alone, 
for  Lady    Mainstown   had  gone  to  one   of  her 
eternal  parties.     He  looked  miserably  ill,  and — 
bot  no,  no,  I  must  not  dwell  on  the  scene  that 
ensned — enough.    A   mutual  confession   of  our 
attachment  ensued ;  the  result  was  a  passionate 
^treaty  on  his  side,  and  a  too  readily  granted 
promise  on   mine,   that,   whenever  the  McMis- 
•erton  died,  I  would  be  his  bride.  God  of  heaven  ! 
the  bride  of  d'Estonville !  it  could  not  be  that 
such  unalloyed  bliss  would  be  permitted  on  earth, 
translating  it  from  a  dark  scene  of  trial  and  suffer- 
ing to  a  paradise  so  perfect  in  its  enjoyment,  that 
the  angels  looking  down  from  their  high  sphere 
might  wonder  and  envy.     Oh'!  no,  no,  sin  and 
sorrow  are  mankind's  natural  inheritance  ;  where* 
fore  should  I  escape  ?'' 

'^Solemn  were  the  vows  of  d'Estonville  that 
though  twenty,  nay  thirty  years  elapsed,  never 
would  he  unite  his  fate  to  any  woman's  but 
mine.  I  received  these  assurances  in  the  same 
sincerity  they  were  given,  and  then  we  were  more 
composed,  and  I  felt  happy ;  for  my  love  was  no 
longer  without  return  or  hope,  and  I  promised  in 
all  things  to  be  guided  by  his  wishes.  During  the 
whole  time,  the  generous  youth  treated  me  with 
the  respectful  distance  a  fond  brother  would  ob- 
serve.   Dreading  Lady  Mainstown's  return,   to 
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escape  her  observation  I  piopoMd  nl 
home.  He  accompanied  me  to  my  doi 
there  bade  me  farewell.  It  afterwudsai 
that  our  love-scene  had  not  escaped  ob«i 
and  after  d'Estonville's  depertore  it  was  vi 
and  no  doubt  exaggerated^  to  her  Ladyafai 
alarmed  at  our  attachment  or  peiliape  fro 
of  some  other  excitement  to  f  moee  her  i 
ness,  wrote  off  to  acquaint  the  McMia 
my  being  then  residing  near  Riciimondy  ai 
some  motive^  which  I  never  ooold  peneti 
tolled  me  to  the  highest  degree,  aasoring  h 
since  I  had  quitted  his  protection  I  had] 
certain  knowledge,  condoeted  mysdf  w: 
greatest  discretion.  It  is  almost  needless 
that  I  was  kept  in  ignoranoe  of  this  conn 
tion.  It  certainly  was  an  after-tiioog^ 
Ladyship's  propriety,  for  while  she  ftnn 
convenience  she  had  by  her  oonnsel  npl 
separation  from  the  McMisserton. 

*^  To  return  to  myself.  For  some  da] 
d'Estonville's  departore,  my  qpirits  were  i 
a  tumult,  I  felt  unequal  to  call  on  her  La 
satisfying  myself  by  sending  word  that  I  w 
fined  to  my  room  by  illness.  Aiker  aD  h 
fessions  of  regard  and  firiendflhip^  she  asen 
cold  inquiries.  On  the  third  eveidng^  ham 
resolved  to  go  early^  as  I  Imd  aone  hq 
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Tille  might  have  written  to  her,  for  he  did 
ipose  our  corresponding;  and  though  I 
r  wished  it,  the  offer  with  any  delicacy 
ot  have  originated  with  me.  Lady  Main- 
M^ived  me  with  a  great  show  of  politeness, 
was  ordered ;  and  even  while  we  sat  at  it, 
dyed  a  letter  which  I  knew  to  be  from 
yiUe.  Merely  glancing  at  the  direction, 
it  into  her  reticule.  Though  burning  with 
ice  to  learn  its  contents,  I  could  not  sum- 
irage  to  make  a  single  inquiry ;  so  after 
ing  my  stay  as  long  as  possible  I  had  to 
lome  disappointed,  inwardly  condemning 
yille,  who,  by  not  writing,  left  me  exposed 
e  suspense  and  uncertainty  of  never  hear- 


II. 


240  TBE  DBlRBUEarit 


CHAPTEK  XIL 

"Three  weeks  more  passed  on,  wai  ever^ii} 
I  lost  favour  with  Lady  Mainslowii ;  Ae  fact  w»^ 
I   could    no    longer  tniiikter.  to   her  pleantft 
Anjtietyand  i^tation  choked  toy  Toice;  wbeJil 
attempted  to  singf  it  be<^iae  buaky  and  tiniqvill 
and  when  she  called  for  any  mr  that  d^Estooril* 
admired,  my  fingers  trembled  over  the  keys;  afl' 
aa  she  really  loved  muaic^  and  bad  a  just  etff 
this  provoked  her;  then,  spite  of  ray  effort*  to *f 
pear  cheerful,  my  thoughts  wandered,  and  I  gfv^ 
absent  and  sad.     In  short,  I  was  no  longer  cJcft- 
lated  to  play  the  dependant, — a  position  ^^^ 
demands    the    total    suhja^tian     of  all  ^^^ 
thoughts  and  feeUnga  to  tho  eapiice  or  iouics^ 
of  others.  You  may  be  surprised,  FreTiBe^lnrt^] 
deference  which,  from  vanity  or  ambitioo,  ^{"f^ 
to  ranl^  is  just  as  humiliating  as  that  to  wh»i 
poverty  obliges  us^  and  less  excusable,  bcmi^ 
the  calls  of  the  latter  are  more  imperalive^    H^ 
ever,  I  by  no  means  regretted    her  Ladjifcif* 
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angc  of  fancy ;  and  when  she  chose  an  exceed- 
gly  pretty  girl  of  inferior  rank  and  tolerably 
dl  educated  as  a  companion,  I  felt  rejoiced  at 
^  release,  and,  quick  at  expedients^  resolved  on 
36  following  month  to  go  back  to  Ireland,  seek 
be  protection  of  Mr.  La  Franck,  your  preceptor, 
Seville,  and  my  father's  old  friend,  for  I  had 
tend  that  his  daughter  and  her  aunt  were  then 
ending  with  him.  This^  too,  afforded  the  ar- 
kntly  wished  for  opportunity  of  writing  to 
l^btonTille.  I  should  acquaint  him  with  Lady 
MUnstown's  having  declined  my  company,  which, 
Iioagfa  politely,  she  had  done ;  also  to  demand  his 
Vproval  of  my  plan  of  going  to  Ireland ;  and  in 
fite  of  my  sex^s  reserve,  which  shrank  from  the 
dea  of  being  the  first  to  propose  a  correspond- 
9106,  to  entreat  that  he  would  occasionally  write, 
i  only  to  assure  me  of  his  safety.  Having 
Viitten  this  letter,  I  postponed  sending  it  or  Mr. 
^  Franck's  until  the  following  Monday.  It  was 
tei  Tuesday ;  but  having  resolved  on  my  plans, 
^  mind  became  more  composed,  consequently 
^  voice  and  spirits  returned,  and  Lady  Main- 
•town,  who  found  her  new  companion  insipid  and 
'^,  again  finding  me  an  acquisition,  began  to 
^^^t  the  active  measures  she  had,  during  her 
•*  of  spleen,  adopted  to  get  rid  of  me;  but,  alas  ! 
^  caprice  of  this  weak,  trifling  woman  sealed  my 
•Way. 
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*M  said  three  weeks  had  elapsed  since  d'Eiti* 
ville  li&d  quitted  Richmond ;  two  days  since, Ifcii 
forwarded  my  letters  to  him  and  Mr*  La  ¥mA\ 
and  with  trembling  hope,  I  expected  his  iiiiWi 
when  to  my  perfect  horror  I  receired  a  k»iig«piitk 
from  the  McMisserton,  of  whom  I  bad  cesscdlo 
think,  or  only  remembered  as  «  biimer  ta  »y 
perfect  happiness.     Frevillei  I  wiah  that  in  ©f 
anger  I  had  not  torn  to  atoma  the  unweloc^iM 
scroU ;  for   what  with  its  ^trnlot   id^s, 
phrases  and  original  atylej  it  was  weli  worthy 
being  presenred  j  and  now  107  memory  mil  m 
enable  me  to  do  justice  to  it*     It  began  mih  t 
lament   that  Miss  Rachel  was  very  unwell^  m^ 
told  of  the  half-boiled  parritch  and  oTer-seasQortd 
haggis   he  in  consequence  got  from  the  empty 
powed  gilpey  who  acted  as  cook  j   howerer,  ht 
expressed  much  hope  of  Miss  Rachel's  recorffyt 
from  her  youths  fine  constittttion,  and  the  heal^ 
some  air  of  the  Highlands.    Then  he  entered bto 
a  long  lecture  upon  my  running  off  with  suet  1 
randle  fool  as  McDoff  Gower  j  but  BasuriDg  mt 
that,  having  ascertained  we  parted  company  in 
city  of  Edinburgh,  and  that  my  txum  vkj/t^ 
eloping  from  Gtenlow  Castle  was  to  itlend  m 
father^  he^  after  due  consideration  on  the  joilMtf 
of  the  act,  granted  bis  forgivenessi  attU  gwtlj 
explaining  bow  my  first  duty  was  to  my  husbiiHl- 
Howeverj  a  mistake  of  duties  in  a  winsome  ppff 
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^  excusable,  especially  as  I  belonged  to  that 
unsteady  people,  the  Irish. 
''Of  mypoor  &ther,he  spoke  with  greatcontempt 
ad  resentment,  at  leaving  me  plackless;  as  of 
mrse  had  I  inherited  wealth,  it  would  be  his 
ioording  to  law;  and  he  actually  quoted  different 
ets  of  Parliament  in  support  of  this  observation, 
patiating  on  the  extreme  wisdom  evinced  in 
pping  as  much  as  possible  the  wings  of  women, 
ey  being  generally  feckless  in  wit,  much  given 
whimsies,  and  in  all  things  changeable.  He 
BD  alluded  to  Lady  Mainstown's  letter  ;  the  high 
uracter  she  had  given  of  my  prudence ;  com* 
mded  me  for  having  settled  near  one  of  his  kin, 
iich  he  in  his  folly,  and  no  doubt  after  due  con- 
leration,  imputed  to  respect  for  himself,  though, 
od  man !  I  never  knew  of  their  relationship  until 
ig  after  I  went  to  Richmond.  After  that,  he 
quainted  me  that  McDuff  Oower,  his  nephew, 
'  the  female  line,  and  my  quondam  admirer,  was 
.  the  eve  of  being  married  to  a  Miss  Margaret 
loglas,  one  of  that  ancient  race,  distinguished 
file  cognomen  of  the  red,  on  account  of  their 
rrotty-coloured  hair.  He  then  complained 
tiier  bitterly,  that  for  five  hundred  years  none  of 
It  branch  of  the  Douglasses,  or  for  the  same 
■06  of  time  of  the  Gowers,  had  been  known  to 
1  in  issue,  so  there  was  no  doubt  but  that  in 
e  expectation  of  Glenlow  Castle,  and  its  broad 
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lands>  his  nephew  would  faaire   sc»i%  ayt. 
daughters  too,  in  abundance.     He   oonduded  Wi 
letter — ^whicfa  filled  twelve  pages  closely  written  w 
hia  BtiflF,  upright  chamctera — hj  saying  \m  w 
then    in   bonny    Edinhurghj    oti    hii    way  to 
Richmond,    where    he  hoped    to  job  rae  tht 
day    week;    and   having    gircn  mt   auch    i^ 
notice,    he   expected   I    would   not   daily  iam 
aboTe  a  day  or  ao,  as  he  ahould  be  impatscit 
to  get  back,  to  pay^  as  in  juatice  he  ought^  i!I  to 
attention  to  Miss  Rachel,  a  duty  in  whieb 
hoped  soon  to  he  assisted  by  my  gentler  cirei 
and  then  in  his  prosy,  quaint  manner,  he 
on  to  prove  that  attendance  on  the  sick  wss 
woman's    peculiar  proiince,  and  should  he  hi^ 
delight 

"  I  perused  this  letter  with  scorn  towmids  Ae 
McMisserton,  and  indignation  against  Uif 
Mainstown*  To  r^urn  to  Glen  low  Castle  lod  la 
hated  master^  even  if  I  had  possessed  waMata^ 
principle — which  in  truth  I  did  not  to  moke  tk 
attempt — was  then  impossible.  Thue^  in  tbe 
illusions  of  my  empty  vani^,  1  had  eonquered,  cu 
father  subdued  my  natural  antipathy  to  amis 
who,  independent  of  the  vast  dispflmly  of  tm 
ages,  was  in  every  respect  abhorrent  to  my  M- 
ingSj  but  a  sentiment  more  powerfttl  than  trnSHf 
or  ambition  now  mastered  me*  Wherever  genwie 
love  is  felt,  every  other  passion  Ades  before  id 
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influence  ;  and  while  d'Estonville  engrossed  my 
whole  being,  the  proudest,  the  most  endowed, 
might  have  bowed  before  me,  only  inspiring 
aversion,  or  at  best  indifference. 

"  Prompt  to  act,  ray  plans  were  quickly  formed. 
On  the  following  day  I  would  set  off  for  London, 
without  bidding  adieu  to  Lady  Mainstown,  who 
had  acted  so  ungenerously  ;  I  would  write  also  to 
the  McMisserton  privately ;  arrived  in  town  I 
would  seek  a  parting  interview  with  d'Estonville, 
and  then  without  even  waiting  for  Mr.  La  Franck's 
expected  answer,  proceed  to  Ireland.  Under  such 
excitement  I  could  find  no  rest,  so  the  night  was 
devoted  to  preparations  for  my  final  departure 
from  Richmond ;  my  only  uneasiness  arising  from 
apprehension  lest  d'Estonville  might  have  joined 
his  corps  in  Manchester.  The  idea  of  not  again 
seeing  him  was  agonising ;  I  knew  Sir  Horace  had 
left  town,  for  I  saw  it  announced  in  the  Times ; 
as  to  the  McMisserton,  strong  in  my  purpose  of 
never  again  living  with  him,  I  felt  no  apprehen- 
sion about  him. 

'*  I  travelled  in  one  of  the  public  vehicles,  and 
stopped  at  the  Bath  Hotel,  as  I  knew  Sir  Horace^s 
town  residence  was  in  its  neighbourhood.  I  then 
wrote  a  few  studied  lines  to  d'Estonville, 
acquainting  him  with  my  arrival,  being,  as  I  said, 
on  my  way  to  Cork,  and  that  having  no  friend 
or  attendant  with  me,  I  would  trespass  on  his 
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kindness  so  far  as  to  requeit  he  wodij 
his  servant  to  engage  my  passage,  kt* 
for  the  day  but  one  following*  Not  one  word  il 
wishing  to  see  hitn,  for  as  yet  I  had  &ol  laidt 
the  modesty  and  dignity  of  my  secau  Myi 
tion  after  dispatching  this  note  was  so 
that  the  beating  of  my  heart  seemed  audiUe,  i 
I  thought  it  would  escape  from  my  bosom^  u  \ 
reflected  that  perhaps  d'EstonTiUe  was  gM»\ 
perhaps  influenced  by  his  high  moral  prindpleii 
would  shun  my  society.  Hese  dt«ads  led  to  i^i 
self-abandonment,  that  I  used  no  efforts  to  pad 
against  the  danger  that  might  attend  our  meeting. 
I  was  not  long  lefl  to  surmise.  Ere  I  could  have 
expected  an  answer,  d^Eston^ille  arrived^  looidae 
ao  brilliantly  happy  at  seeing  me,  Wiihont 
r^rve  f  laid  before  him  the  eireunistaicmi  <tf 
Lady  Mainstown^s  treacherf^  my  antipathy  ta  dii 
McMissertoUi  and  resolve  never  again  to  Hf« 
wit^  him.  He  made  some  faint  efforts  to  pr«» 
me  to  return  to  Glenlow  Castle,  but  1  t^mvd 
them  with  tears  and  reproaches;  the^  aSecfic^ 
himi  and  he  changed  the  subject* 

**  When  more  compoaed^  we  spoke  of  otir 
approaching  separation^  and  having  once  contbied 
our  mutual  attachment^  all  future  rei^erf e  on  tbt 
subject  was  over*  He  promised  to  asaiat  of  ii 
going  about  some  small  purchases  I  wished  U 
make^  and  also  to  see  everything  arrange  fof  isf 
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;€,  and  to  put  me  on  board  :  then  we'settled 
oar  future  correspondence^  and  this  was  our 
onsolation.  When  we  came  to  take  leave, 
reated  that  I  would  postpone  my  departure 
couple  of  days,  as  the  probability  of  our 
meeting  was  at  best  uncertain ;  besides  he 
[,  '  it  will  give  you  time  to  hear  from  Mrs. 
anck,  and  believe  me  you  will  feel  more 
rtable  in  being  an  expected  guest.'  To  this 
ily  consented,  persuading  myself  of  its  pro- 
The  two  days  passed,  and  with  them  the 
r  separation  increased,  and  then  we  agreed 
should  continue  stiU  another  week.  In  the 
lace  I  had  not  heard  from  Mrs.  La  Franck, 
the  next,  by  our  both  setting  off  the  same 

our  separate  joumies,  the  pang  would  be 
A  by  the  excitement  of  travelling.  At  first 
ated,  for  I  felt  my  position  awkward,  but 
o  one  knew  of  my  being  in  London ;  besides 
:ed  ungracious  to  refuse  d'Estonville,  for 
ort  week  which  would  fly  so  rapidly,  and  I 
ted. 

«ville,  let  me  pass  over  some  days  without 
: ;  then  a  shade  was  flung  over  us  by  the 
werton,  who  on  arriving  at  Richmond,  and 

that  to  avoid  him  I  had  fled,  directed  by 
rice  and  machinations  of  Lady  Mainstown, 
in  pursuit  of  me ;  and  as  I  had  taken  no 
0  conceal  my  folly,  he  soon  traced  me  to 
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the  Bath  Hotel    To  do  him  jmdbe,  he  ma^ 
too  hoTiourablej  once  haying  heard  of  thts^^ 
had  taken,  to  seek  an  interriewj  on  lilt  OOitiili} 
he  eschewed  the  veiy  thought  |  Iral  stiosublbi^ 
by  Lady  Mainstown,  by  jealousy,  and  by  awef, 
he  sued  for  damages  against  d'Estonville ;  and 
here,  though  the  suit  was  not  decided  for 
months  subsequently,  I  may  bm  iritt  mention 
result.    The  McMissertoii  waa  caat*    T^ae^tfl 
tonriUe  would  have   submitted  to    any 
sooner  than  give  pabUci^  to  the  circumsteiiccfj 
but  strange  to  say,  McDuff  Goww^of  his 
aecord  quitted   his  bride    and  a|^ii^«ed  ia 
court  to  give  evidence  of  the  ungeneroni 
ner  in   which  I  had   been    treated  at 
Castle;   the   despotism   Miss    Baehet 
over  me^   the  stern  prejudices  imbibdd  by 
Highland  clan,  and  which  endangered  my  lifc» 
the  miserly  conduct  of  tiie  McMiasertoo  in*- 
priving  me  even  of  an  attendant ;  and  bis  on^ttr 
in  refusing  to  let  me  visit  my  dying  parent   T* 
all  these  truths,  were  added  exaggerated  ipmm 
of  my   good   temp^,  cheerfulness   and  pbf&i 
ftubmission^  until  driven  to  despair  by  the  rcp^ 
of  my  father's  illness,  when  guided  by 
I  eloped  to  tend  on  him  in    prison;  his 
proving  how  necessary  were  my  cares. 

'*No  doubt  the  McMisserton's  eotinidi 
way  or  anoth^;,  vrould  have  set  aside  ill 


i 


i 


THE  DEERHURSTS.  2:i\ 

out  the  uncompromising  truth    of   the   General 
broke  in  on  their  sophistry.     Interrupting  them, 
ht  boldly  admitted  the  facts,  merely  stating  his 
own  quaint  reasons  for  so  acting ;  finally  he  was 
out  with  sixpence  costs,  and  a  sharp  rebuke  for 
not  treating  his  wife  with  more  tenderness  and 
indulgence.     Sad  and  discomfited  he  returned  to 
his  Highland  home,  rendered  more  solitary  by 
the  death  of  Miss  Rachel,  who  had  been  gathered 
to  her  ancient  race.     The  bitterness  of  his  spirit 
increased    by   knowing    that  his    long-collected 
wealth  must  ultimately  fall  to  *  sic  a  claivering 
ninny  as  McDuff  Gower,  who  betrayed  kith  and 
kin  to  Aether  a  false  jillet  ;^  and  after  due  consi- 
deration, he  was  obliged  to  admit  that  the  legis- 
lation of  England,  which  heretofore  he  had  upheld 
as  su]>erior  to  that  of  any  other  people  or  country, 
was  defective  in  justice.    All  this  time  he  had 
not  candour  to  reflect  that  his  grievances  origi- 
nated in   his  own  folly.     To  return  to  myself,  I 
quitted  the  Bath  Hotels  and   with  d'Estonville 
removed  to  Manchester,  but  not  to  his  quarters. 
He  hired  for  me  a  pretty  cottage  in  the  vicinity, 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  town,  and  as 
my  trial  was  going  on^  and  I  could  not  endure  to 
be  seen,  I  lived  in  close  retirement.     Of  course, 
before  this  period  Sir  Horace  Howard  must  have 
heard  of  the  whole   distressing,  affair ;   but  not 
suspecting  that  I    continued   with  d'Estonville^ 
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judged  it  more  prudent  to  affect  igDonnoe ;  hov 
ever,  this  is  a  mere  supposition  for  which  I  hM 
no  authority. 

''Although    d'EstonviUe's    lore,    if  pOMbk^ 
exceeded  mine,  still  its  effects  were  nol  fo  &rt» 
nate,  for  his  thoughts  were  dividMl 
and  his  father,  to   whom  his  filiiA 
almost  amounted  to  veneration;  while 
he  experienced  not  only  all  the  ardour  of  joudifi^ 
love,  but  the  honourable  feeling,  on  whidi  ti 
high,  manly  nature  refined,  of  affording  ewj 
protection  to  the  woman,  who  for  his  sake  bij 
forfeited  her  claims  on  society.    Thus  he  tmftr 
me  with  a  tenderness  and  delicacy  exceeding  ft 
which  he  would  have  thought  necessary,  hsr' 
been  his  wife ;   and  to  prove  the  depth  of 
affection  and  as  rewards  for  the  sacrifices  I 
made,  he  constantly  purchased  for  me  tbe 
splendid  gifts — far  beyond  what  his  i 
afford — for  Sir  Horace  was  by  no  i 
and,  moreover,  a  very  dose  man.    Thus  dP 
ville  had  little  command  of  money. 
respect,  nothing  could  be  more  inexeosa^ 
my  conduct.    From  unreflecting  levitj 
delight  I  experienced  on  receiving  pror 
affection — although  one  smile  of  iqpprob 
pressure  of  my  hand  as  I  did  i 
conveyed  to  me  more  sincere 
the  gems  the  glorious  East  ever  pio^ 
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I  made  no  eflFort  to  check  his  extravagance* 
Freville,  I  dwell  upon  this,  for  his  involvements, 
Qoited  to  other  circumstances,  subsequently  as- 
listed  towards  my  degradation. 

^^  We  had  been  but  three  months  in  Manchester, 
when  d'Estonville's  corps  received  orders  to  join 
the  forces  under  Lord  Wellington.  It  was  late 
in  June  when  we  reached  Spain.  Removed  from 
England  and  his  father,  the  secrecy  which  he  had 
before  observed  with  regard  to  me,  was  cast  aside. 
One  circumstance  alone  checked  his  happiness : 
the  McMisserton  had  not  sought  for  a  divorce ; 
thus  he  could  not  raise  me  to  the  position  of  his 
wife. 

"  Freville,  pass  we  over  till  the  battle  of  Salamau- 
ca ;  one  of  the  most  desperate  ever  fought,  and 
I  may  add  one  of  the  most  glorious  victories  ever 
gamed  by  the  gallant  and  immortal  Wellington — 
at  least  such  it  appeared  to  me,  for  there  the  heroic 
d'Estonville,  who  belonged  to  the  cavalry  under 
Sir  Stapleton  Cotton,  gained  his  first  laurels,  and 
returned  unwounded  to  satisfy  all  my  doubts  and 
hopes.  Oh,  Freville !  after  hours  of  such  ago- 
nizing fears  as  the  sterner  heart  of  man  cannot 
even  conceive,  after  for  a  day  and  night  hovering 
about  the  scene  of  death  like  a  troubled  spirit, 
resolved,  if  d'Estonville  fell,  to  rush  into  the  very 
din  of  the  battle,  and  amidst  the  roar  of  cannon 
terminate    my  then    wretched    existence ;    how 
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think  you  did  I  receive  this  greit  mmsf }  V^ 
by  prayer  and  tbanksgiving,  for  I  Indbmv** 
reckless,  sinful  being.  All  the  pionttiMM^^ 
my  youth,  associated  as  they  wstt  wiA  ny  poor 
mother's  memory,  were  quickly  fiiduig  firan  BJ 
soul,  and  when  my  hero^  my  idol  vetoniodtftiB 
once  more,  I  prostrated  myself  at  Us  feet,  Vmd 
the  very  ground  he  trod  on ;  and  if  I  dahgrfit 
with  tears,  they  were  the  overflowinga  titjaff^ 
of  gratitude  or  penitence  to  an  ofibndad  God. 

'^  You  are  aware  that  the  eaptare  of  IbM 
soon  followed  the  conquest  of  SabuauMii 
Thither,  in  a  few  days,  I  aoeompanied  dfEiftoi* 
ville,  whose  tenderness  was,  if  poanUe^ 
by  the  sensibility  I  had  displmyed  fin  lua 
and  now  indeed  all  the  imapnings  of  my  jort 
seemed  realised ;  those  wild  fiuooiea  wUbh  Vf 
mother  early  in  life  obsenring^  aoad  1 
good  sense  and  reflecting  temper 
errors  to  which  they  might  lead» 
righteous  pains  to  conquer^  or  at  1 
in  my  mind  principles  of  religion  which  mmli 
regulate  their  indulgence*  How  fruitless  h& 
cares  proved,  it  is  needless  now  to  say ;  morcortr, 
to  you,  Freville,  who  by  your  vivid  dascriptiut^ 
of  Cadiz,  your  tales  of  superstition,  wild  legends 
of  the  past,  and  anticipated  advi^ntures  for  ib^ 
future,  so  helped  to  nourish  my  craving  after  tkj 
tnarvellous. 
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And  now  I  was  in  Madrid,  the  proud  residence 
oi  Castile's  proud  kings  ;  and  though  the  days  of 
'^er  chivahry  and  greatness  had  passed  away,  still  in 
"*e  pomp  and  gloom  of  her  religion,  her  mystic 
Ws,  her  numerous  monasteries  and  convents,  the 
X&^nificence  of  her  royal  palaces,  and  the  graceful 
Costume   of   her    exquisitely-formed    daughters, 
enoagh  remained  to  satisfy  and  increase  my  love 
of  the  romantic ;  while  all  received  interest  and 
effect  from  the  crowds  of  heroes  and  foreign  sol- 
diers who  crowded  her  streets,  intermingling  the 
harsh   tramp  of  war  with  love's  sofl  serenade. 
And  d'Estonville  Howard  was  at  my  side;  his 
gallant,   manly   spirit,   subservient  to   my    will, 
obeyed    my    lightest    caprice.      Sometimes     he 
accompanied  me  to  the  Manzanares,  and  as  we 
strayed  down  its  classic  banks,  charmed  by  my 
every  folly,  would  delight  in  hearing  me,  whose 
memory  is  well  stored  with  ancient  lore,  relate 
some  chronicle  of  the  past,  or  sing  some  warlike 
ballad;  at  others  we  would  ride  forth  through 
groves  of  olives  and  oranges,  or  where  the  vine's 
tender  tendrils,  clinging  to  all  of  strength  for 
support,  scattered  their  luscious  clusters  around. 
Above  us    shone  the  heavens,  clothed  in  the 
Bouth's  glowing  light;  beneath  our  feet  sprang 
innumerable  flowers,  perfuming  the  air;  all  was  a 
scene  of  exquisite  harmony :  the  very  embodying 
of  a  poet's  dream. 
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'*  My  spirit  became  so  exaltad,  tint  tihflil^ 
war,  and  desolation,  and   sickneMy  and  diA 
reigned  aroand,  in  the  concentmtioa  of  iBjiU^ 
try,  I  felt  not  for  others.    I  drndiod  w'^^ 
d'Estonyille — no,  not  even  when  I  IflurnBd  tti 
preparations  were  being  made  ibr  tha  Mprf 
Burgos — for  my  love  shed  the  halo  of  imoMtdlf 
around  him:  never  did  the  infiitiMttBil'  ffiidN 
more  sincerely  worship  her  Jiiggeniant.    lyKt* 
tonville  partook  not  of  my  hopes,  goetsed  not  At 
charmed  life  with  which  my  idolatry. ondovei 
him ;  far  from  it,  he  was  perfedily  aliTe  to.  iH 
the  dangers   that    might   attend   the  apprau^ 
ing  struggle ;  and  though  his  braTB  heart  cosU 
boldly  encounter  the  strife,  his  better 
shrank  from  being  '  cut  off  in  the  Tery 
his  sin.' 

'^  These  feelings  of  componctum 
vated  by  a  knowledge  of  having 
which  he  had  no  immediate  means  of  pajipgj  9d 
this  to  one  so  just  and  hononraUo  was  in  iMV 
sufficiently  depressing ;  but  a  deqier  giiif  pNfid 
on  his  spirit.    He  had  received  a  letter  ut  ttfiijiii- 
strance  from  his  father,  representing  the  dbgrare 
and  evil  consequences  of  his  attach meni  to  me,  a 
the  certain  demoralization  to  which  it  must  lead,  i 
affecting  language.  Sir  Howard  dwelt  upon  the  ten 
demess  with  which  from  infancy  he  had  treated  hmf 
never,  for  his  sake,  forming  a  second  alliance,  mi 
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^"cring,  if  he  immediately  separated  from  me,  to 

^uidate  all  bis  debts ;  also  to  grant  him  means 

^  providing  for  me.     In  conclusion^  he  said, 

D'Estonyille,  if  you  refuse  this,  my  just  request, 

fittm  henceforth  I  renounce  you;  and  bear  in 

<tiind|  whether  in  a  distant  land,  exposed  to  the 

hMVocn  of  war,  or  the  more  insiduous  attacks  of 

(fisease,  that  while  you  live  with   this  creature, 

who,  in  defiance  of  every  tie  human  or  divine, 

fled  from   her  husband's   home,  you    bear    no 

father's  blessing  to  shield  or  support  you ;  and 

this  I  call  my  God  to  witness.' 

^  Too  generous  to  separate  from  me,  and  far  too 
refijfied  and  sensitive  to  mention  Sir  Horace's 
stem  purpose,  d'EstonviUe  kept  me  in  ignorance. 
This  was  most  unfortunate,  for  the  same  unre- 
flecting vivacity  which  often  impelled  me  to  rush 
into  error,  would  have  exalted  me  above  every 
selfish  consideration ;  and  desperate  as  must  have 
been  the  struggle,  I  would  have  fled  sooner  than 
see  him  gradually  sinking  under  the  conscious- 
ness of  a  father's  displeasure.  But  perfectly 
unsuspicious,  I  strove  to  cheer  him  by  a  greater 
assumption  of  gaiety,  rallying  him  on  his  fears ; 
and  when  he  gravely  answered  that  he  did  not 
deny  having  a  presentiment  of  not  escaping  the 
siege,  so  far  did  my  imagination  lead,  that  I  per- 
fectly ridiculed  the  idea.  You  will  smile,  Freville, 
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when  you  read  this,  bat  enthosiaim  it  a  tpeeb  i 
insanity,  and  mine  had  taken  the  higheit  ffi|^ 

^  Unhappily,    most    unluiiqpily^   d^tomib 
mistook  my  levity  for  want  of  Ibeliiig,  md  eoA- 
paring  it  to  the  sensibility  I  had  Aown  pieiiMi 
to  the  battle  of  Salamanca,  eame  to  tbe  nfi 
and  unjast  conclusion  that  my  lorn  tar  Inaini 
on  the  wane,  and  that  I  viewed  hia  appiuiitin 
danger  almost  with  indifference;  and  thb  ideii 
after  the  sacrifice  of  filial  duty  be ' 
me,  almost  distracted  him,  and  I  leer 
him  reckless   and  unguarded.    It  was  not  4 
disenchanted  by  despair,  that  I  aoqnirad  a  1 
ledge  of  these  facts— I  should  ucf  1 
then  it  served  no  purpose  but  to  add 
to  a  grief  such  as,  I  trust,  few  are  dooMdto 
suffer. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

ACCOMPANIED  d'Estonville  to  the  neigh- 
lod  of  Burgos,  though  he  pressed  me  to 
in  Madrid.  His  doing  so  awoke  the  first 
r  I  had  known  since  we  were  intimate  (save 
"as  connected  with  the  war),  for  I  thought 
needed  from  indifference.  Thus,  while  we 
ly  adored  each  other,  we  admitted  secret 
.  Mine  soon  vanished,  but  his  temper 
rker,  more  suspicious,  and  less  ingenuous ; 
(Ugh  he  daily  saw  me  submit  to  privations 
enes  for  which  my  sex  was  imfitted,  he 
d  his  suspicion  that  the  ardour  of  my  pas- 
ras  fled,  and  were  he  to  perish,  that  his 
vould  not  so  deeply  afflict  me.  Now  that 
ea  had  taken  possession  of  his  mind,  he 
d  every  word  and  look  of  mine  into  some 
mt  to  support  it,  until  it  became  a  canker 
tieart. 

I !  surely  in  the  variety  of  human  misery 
I  not  a  sharper  pang  than  to  believe  the 
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love  which  was  once  solely  ours^  and  on  ^/^ 
coiiaisteTicy  we  built  oar  earthly  hopes»  ii  n|«fl| 
fading,  while  by  one  of  the   mysteriei  of  m 
nature  we  cannot  sever  the  Uak  thtft  unitaiiiSft 
the  chosen  object* 

"  I  should  hare  mentioned^  that  shortly  bote 
I  quitted  Madrid,  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet 
nay  former  attendant,  Ellen  Mulcahy.  You  nay 
remember  she  lived  with  me  at  Glanmirej  aal 
afterwards  in  London^  and  it  was  through  to 
brother  Pat,  who  at  tbe  period  of  Lord  Chance- 
ley^»  business  was  footman  to  Lord  Beletikf% 
that  I  acquired  a  knowledge  of  his.  Lordsh^ 
secrets.  ^j   -  -1 

"  To  speak  of  Ellen.  Sincerely  attacheii  Jt' 
me,  she  adhered  to  our  fallen  fortunes>  mi 
accompanied  my  fiither  and  myself  to  Scotbitd, 
and  on  my  marriage  with  the  McMisserton,  I 
brought  her  to  Glenlow  Castle  i  but  Miss  Racbit 
provoked  at  her  not  admiring  Scotch  provi&Jiiifa 
had  her  sent  off^  and  the  General  rcfa^<^| 
another  attendant  in  her  place.  Alter  that  EHen 
married  a  corporal^  and  went  abroad,  and  1  Io*t 
sight  of  her ;  but  happening  to  be  qoartereLl  in 
Madrid^  and — as  she  afterwards  acquainted  mt^ 
hearing  who  I  was^  and  with  whom,  she  soa|Ki 
me  out,  and,  though  by  no  means  shocked  at  n^f 
position,  had  the  good  taste  to  make  no  remark 
upon  it.    On  the  following  day  she  came  to  mj 
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lodgings.     I  received  her  with  sincere  pleasure, 

^d  offered  to  take  her  into  my  service ;  but  she 

^^cclined^  as  she  could  not  quit  her  husband  and 

^^ren.     The  former^  d^Estonville  soon  after 

pTDinoted  to  the  rank  of  seijeant;  this  excited 

her  gratitudei  and  few  mornings  passed  without 

her  calling  to   tender  me  some  attention,  and 

9pite  of  the  apprehended  danger,  on  my  account, 

she  regretted  that  her  husband  did  not  belong  to 

the  troops  ordered  for  Burgos. 

Whether  to  win  back  my  aflFection,  which 
mistakenly  he  supposed  to  be  wavering;  or  to 
diagoise  his  innate  uneasiness,  I  know  not,  but 
d'Estonville's  manners  again  became  all  tender- 
ness and  assiduity;  this  delighted  me  and  kept 
up  my  delusive  hopes. 

*<  I  shall  pass  over  the  preparations  for  the  siege ; 
(to  those  connected  with  them  they  were  so  absorb- 
ing as  to  swallow  up  every  other  consideration) 
and  come  at  once  to  its  results.  D'Estonville 
was  appointed  to  some  command — I  think  under 
Gteneral  Pack — but  I  am  not  positive,  for  the 
anxiety  of  that  period  was  such  as  to  confuse  my 
memory  relative  to  all  events,  save  one  too  ter- 
rible to  be  forgotten.  Freville,  I  must  hasten 
over  this  part  of  my  sad  tale ;  accordingly  I  shall 
not  enter  into  any  particulars  of  the  siege.  From 
the  instant  the  storming  the  fortifications  on 
Saint    Michael's  Hill    commenced,  my  courage 
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failed ;  still,  in  my  mistaken  view  of 
d'Estonville,  I  preserved  my  appeannoeof  pM^ 
He  was  with  me  on  the  10th  of  OoCbbori  wi 
remained  that  nighty  but  told  me  dalkl 
should  lead  on  his  troop  early  .the 
morning,  and  that  a  mine  was.  to  ine 
We  dined  together,  and  our  iMal  VfMi  fl 
cheerfully.  He  arose  soon  after^  ■atying  heJkii 
letters  to  write.  I  entreated  to 
to  his  room,  for  it  was  my  wont  to  lit  by 
when  he  was  employed.  With  teodenm^  M 
fixed  determination  he  declined,  pforoMimiMt*> 
delay.  Two  hours  might  have  elapjod^  wkfli  hi 
again  joined  me.  I  observed  duuk  bo  ioflW 
unusually  pale  and  sad,  and  time woi  a.tafc 
about  his  eyelids  as  if  he  had  been  weeping.  I 
know  not  what  folly,  what  madness  tempted 
me,  but  with  bad  taste^  I  rallied  him  about  it- 
He  seemed  surprised  and  agitated — tbeu  in  i 
voice  of  mixed  sorrow  and  anger,  gravely  re* 
plied :  *  Aigline,  I  should  rejoice  in  the  want  of 
sensibility,  which  if  I  should  fall,  as  b  at  kait 
probable,  will  prevent  you  from  regrettiag  ine 
too  deeply;  yet,'  he  continued  with  a  fmtA 
smile,  ^  it  speaks  little  for  my  powers  of  pleaaingf 
when  a  love,  for  which  I  have  sacrificed  so  mucli, 
has  proved  so  evanescent/ 

'^Shocked  beyond  measure,  I    was   goiiii  ^ 
explain  the  true  state  of  my  feelings,  wlien  *«»« 
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ioen  came  in  on  military  business ;  consequently 
etired,  and  it  was  late  ere  d'Estonville  joined 
He  looked  fatigued,  but  with  my  usual 
our,  I  was  commencing  my  explanation,  when 
loickly  said : 

'Not  now,  Aigline,  not  now:  I  would,  if 
able  obtain  a  few  hours'  rest  to  recruit  myself 
to-mqrrow's  hard  work.  Should  I  escape, 
»n  talk  at  leisure ;  if  not,  it  is  of  little  con- 
.ence/  So  saying,  he  hurried  into  bed,  and 
ng  his  eyes  affected  to  sleep,  and  soon  after 
ID  in  reality. 

I  bad  no  intention  of  seeking  rest.  First,  I 
aged  all  his  dress,  that  in  the  morning  he 
lid  have  no  unnecessary  delay,  and  thus  might 
er  enjoy  his  repose ;  then  placing  the  night 
I,  so  that  I  might  gaze  on  him  without  the 
;  flashing  on  his  eyelids,  I  sat  by  his  couch, 
ed  his  hand  between  mine,  and  divided  the 
:  hair  from  his  high  forehead  to  which  I  every 
and  then  pressed  my  trembling  lips.  As  the 
r  of  peril  approached,  my  sanguine  hopes  les- 
d,  and  in  an  agony  of  dread  I  knelt  by  his  side 
"erventlyprayed  for  his  preservation  in  danger  j 
not  one  orison  in  my  impiety  did  I  utter  for 
future  happiness.  And  so  the  night  waned, 
the  autumnal  morning  rose  with  all  its  awful 
orations,  and  the  din  of  battle  sounded  around^ 
thousands,  who  never  again  hailed  the  sun's 
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rising,  sprang  gaily  horn  their  real^  to  jofiikti 
inhuman  strife  of  a  criminal  ambitaon.    Altlill 
witnessed,  and  I  leant  over  l^e  omidii  md  ^  '| 
whispering  accents,  said : 

*'  *  D'EBtonville,  ray  only  lifo,  i 

"  He  started  up  exclaiming i  '  All!  te  it  J*^  * 
Aigline^  and  not  in  bed  all  night  1  bow  is  lUiit 
must  be  angry/ 

« I  answered  caressingly ;    'Tliougb  you  mm  ; 
me  of  not  loving  you,  I  could  not  rest  m  die 
eve  of  your  danger/    He  pr^iaed  me  pas^mildf 
to  his   breastj   then  looking  frcmi   tli«  waist 
exclaimed : 

"  *  I  must  be  quick  1  not  a  moment  to  spare?; 

"  I  assisted  him  to  put  on  his  dress,  no* 
and  then  pausing  to  admire  its  trappings*  Ye*, 
it  was  my  voice  awoke  him  |— it  was  my  hxni» 
adorned  him  for  the  sacrifice  I  deserved  to  be 
punished,  and  the  curse  has  fallen  heavy  oo  my 
soul. 

"  We  heard  the  tramping  of  his  charger  u  it 
stood  at  the  door.  Again  he  ga^e  me  s  wiU 
embrace,  exclaiming  i  -    flr, 

'**Aigline,  I  must  be  off  P     j*^B" 

''  Already  with  a  bound  he  had  cleared  the  &t^> 
I  rushed  after  him|^-at  the  door  he  turned,  sapfig^ 

*''No  tearS|  no  tears,  you  must  not 
me/ 

'*  I  dashed  them  away^  and  amjl^  m  his  hmi 
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ay  for  me,   Aigline/  he  exclaimed  em- 

the  midst  of  my  tears  I  answered  :    '  The 
of  the  wicked  are  of  no  avail/' 
iw  him  shudder  and  grow  ghastly  pale,  as 
Tifidly  rejoined: 

ae ;  then  I  go  to  the  field  of  battle  un- 
mied  by  a  single  blessing !' 
;h  these  words,  and  ere  I  could  reply, 
Qg  on  his  horse,  which  tossing  its  flow- 
ae,  impatient  of  delay,  sprang  rapidly 
—a  moment,  and  it  was  lost  to  my  view, 
h  d'Estonville  vanished  my  confidence, 
▼e  way  to  all  a  timid  and  devoted  woman's 
nsions.  Oh !  for  oblivion  of  that  day  of 
as  running  firanticly  along  I  heard  the 
charge  of  the  musquetry,  and  the  cannon's 
roar;  and  more  fearful  still,  the  rushing 
f  the  springing  mine,  followed  by  the 
ous  crash  of  the  falling  battlements ; — and 
nlle  Howard  was  exposed  to  all. 
rards  evening  my  suspense  rose  to  such  a 
hat  at  every  risk  I  resolved  to  obtain 
noe.  With  a  promptitude  and  desperation 
ng  in  despair,  I  returned  to  our  quarters, 
p  my  hair,  fastening  on  my  head  a  helmet, 
sing  too  small  for  him,  d'Estonville  had 
le,  disguised  my  woman's  dress  under  a 
turtout,  and  over  all  threw  a  lai^  mill- 

II.  N 
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tanr  doalc  y  and  then  I  went  to  die  it^itai 
one  of  d'Estonville^fi  charger%  in  the  ereml  ^ 
being  required,  was  kept  in  readioesv,    llffui 
high-spirited  animal  which  many  of  the  liwp 
would  have  hesitated  to  ride ;  but  in  idj  Assty 
ing  auxiety  every  thought  of  self,  wfii  fttgntteiw 
In  a  mooient,  assisted  by  an  nM  grDGm^  ^^^ 
stupified  by  tobacco  and  terror^  norer  eomnm^ 
on  the  strangeness  of  my  coadud^  I  cbnigetiii' 
saddle  for  a  side  one^  and  apru^;  on  ili  M  ^ 
while  my  cloalf  falling  over,  complelely 
my  person.      Scarcely  consciatia-  of  ny 
and  snaffing  the  battle  with  a  kvnd  ne^^  illii  ^ 
me  rapidly  forward  to  the  scene  of 

^'  It  might  be^  I  suppose,  aboiit  two  hQi]f%f9i  j 
haps  more  or  less^  after  the  breaches  had 
effected,  that^  borne  by  my  wild  st^^d^  I  "^i 
carried  into  the  very  iroot  of  the  i 
peared  that  some  of  the  British  troops  Kid  i 
ally  entered  the  works  i  but,  the  incensed 
undaunted  garrison,  with  a  courage  fully  equsl  1 
their  resolute  assailanta,  poured  fonh  safib  a 
heavy  and  constant  fire,  as  obliged  the  besicgen 
to  retreat ;  and  this,  spite  of  their  gaJlantr?  aiuJ 
discipline,  created  much  confusion  in  Ibdr  nuib 
By  what  means,  as  I  daslied  through  every  dsngif 
or  impediment,  I  escaped^  it  would  be  ImpouaU^ 
to  determine  I  hut  I  seemed  to  bear  ilie  cbarmcxi 
life  which  I  had  imputed  to  my  less  f&rt^itf^ 
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At  length,  my  loosened  helmet  fell  to  the 
id^  and  my  long  hair,  unbound  from  its  con- 
ent,  floated  around^  and  for  the  first  time  I 
landed  observation.  It  was  but  cursory, 
that  stirring  scene  events  which  at  another 
1  must  have  awakened  curiosity,  were  un- 
d ;  and  on  I  went  till  I  actually  stood  within 
f  the  breaches,  and  above  me  was  placed  a 
piece  of  ordnance,  surrounded  by  French 
sers.  Whether  from  exhaustion  or  terror, 
w  not,  but  I  felt  the  war-horse  quiver  in 
limb.  This  roused  me  for  the  first  time  to 
e  of  my  personal  danger.  At  that  instant,  I 
y  arm  grasped ;  turning  round,  I  beheld  an 
'  of  dragoons,  who,  ere  I  could  speak,  ex- 
5d:— 

Merciful  Heaven !  then  I  was  not  mistaken, 
indeed,  Mrs.  Mc  Misserton  I  see  I' 
s  he  addressed  me  I  recognised  in  him 
iff  Gower,  my  guide  from  Glenlow  Castle, 
iger  an  overgrown  gawky  youth,  but  a  fine- 
(g  soldier,  his  tall  stature,  yellow  hair,  and 
>lue  eyes,  bespeaking  his  Celtic  origin. 
3h,  Mc  Duff  Gower,*  I  cried,  *  blessed  be 
lance  that  has  led  you  to  my  side.  D'Eston- 
Howard  is  engaged  in  this  terrible  battle, 
[uickly  lead  me  to  his  side,  and  for  that  good 
sty  the  angels  of  heaven  shield  you  in  this 
jf  danger.' 

N  2 
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"*  My  dear  lady/  he  reptied^  <  thii  ii  uopl** 
far  your  gentler  nature*  At  all  mki  I  »«* 
convey  you  away/  and  he  grasped  my  hmtS 
reins. 

'<  Never/  I  interrupted,  'tiU  I  sae  d'Eifiiwib 
A  thousand  deaths  to  myself  wem  preferabkti 
the  very  apprehension  of  bis  danger/ 

"  I  paused,  for  at  the  instant  the  great  gum* 
discharged;  its  fiery  balls  bounded  over  w^id 
for  some  instants  the  stunning  noiae  and  ^ 
phuroui  smoke  overcame  me.  Perfectly  coBecti4 
Mc  Duff  had  dragged  my  horse  under  the  sldtff 
of  a  bastion  J  and,  again  addressing  me,  he  and: 

"'Mrs*  McMisaerton,  believe  me  oer  lit 
escape  has  been  most  providential — ^I  may  iff* 
miraculous ;  but  if  we  remain  berSi  piobablf  Ae 
next  discharge  wiU  destroy  us  both.  Tkke  ecm-  • 
rage,  then,  and  as  I  ride  forward  keep  to  my  «fe 
Your  steed,  weakened  and  exhausted^  wUl  vm 
obey  your  hand/ 

*'  I  answered  with  childish  vehemence,  *  Nrrtr 
will  I  quit  this  field  aUve  till  I  see  d'Estoafilli 
Howard,  Think  you  the  sentiment  which  bi 
me  to  it  is  so  weak  as  to  yield  to  peTtonal  ftar 
Judge  more  trulyi  Mc  Duff,  and,  remember*  t>iit*^ 
excess  of  love  is  the  sole  esctiBe  for  as  it  if 
likely  to  prove  the  punishment  of  my  crii 
But  risk  not  your  life^  your  honour,  by  remtti 
at  my  side.  Go  to  your  place ;  and  for  your  kind' 
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is  to  me,  may  God  grant  you  the  bleasing  I 
^  forfeited;'   and  I  burst  into  a  passion  of 

in. 

^^It  were  a  poltroon's  part  from  any  cause  to 
lert  a  woman  in  such  extremity/  exclaimed  the 
)le  Scot ;  '  least  of  all,  you,  Aigline,  whom  to 
tect  from  danger  I  would  almost  risk  a  sol- 
r*s  honour/ 

He  paused^  and  then  in  a  voice  choked  with 
)tion,  continued : 

^Tour  position  requires  that  I  should  be 
lid ;  yet  when  I  witness  these  tears,  this  union 
rour  sex's  tenderness,  with  roan's  desperate 
lution,  how  can  I  bring  myself  to  acknow- 
;e  the  fatal  truth,  that  your  search  after  Cap- 
Howard  is  vain  !  One  of  the  first  to  enter 
works,  he  fell : — let  his  bravery,  his  honour- 
deatli  console  you.  Merciful  Heaven,  sup- 
;berr 

I  heard  no  more :  I  uttered  a  fearful  cry ;  my 
ified  horse  reared,  and  would  have  dashed  my 
leas  form  to  the  earth,  but  McDuff  Gower 
sprung  from  his,  and  by  catching  me  in  his 
s  saved  me.  Oh!  why  did  he  not  let  me 
ih!  Why  preserve  my  wretched  existence 
locumulated  disgrace  and  suffering  ?  Freville, 
I  have  related,  from  my  entering  the  field 
irred  within  the  space  of  a  few  moments :  for 
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subsequent  events  my   mind  was  oonfiiied.  1 
remember  sternly  refusing  to  believe  that  d*Bi> 
tonville  was  dead.     I  persisted  that  he  eoidil  Ml 
die ;  and  then  I  struggled  not  to  quit  the  bniA 
till  my  reason  was  convinced  by  teeing  Ui  i^ 
mains.    At  first,  McDuff  Gower  attemptfll  ti 
persuade,  then  he  strove  to  force  me  sway;  M 
the  whole  British  army  could  not  have  ton  WM 
from  my  search.    At  length,  overcome  by  ^ 
entreaties,  he  led  me  to  the  very  apotwheiette 
fortifications  had  been  first  stormed,  and  tbcf^ 
amidst  rubbish,  huddled  together  with  one  ortio 
more  bodies,  lay — Heaven !  sorely  this  wai  Mt 
the  manly  form  of  d'Estonville  Howard,  §0  httlf 
my  hearths  idol !     From  the  very  depths  of  of 
Agony,  I  acquired  composure.     I  kneb  by  id 
side,  and,  with  stern  resolution,  began  my  faM 
examination  : — a  bracelet  of  my  hair— it  was  flj 
first  gift— encircled  the  shattered  wriat    IW 
open  the  breast  of  the  shirt,  it  waa  nuafad  vd 
crested  by  my  own  hands  ;  again"— but  it  is  MB^ 
less  to  say — there  was  no  mistaking.    Oh,  Gol! 
and  yet  I  lived.     1  dashed  myaelf  on  tlie  Vtim 
body,  clasping  it  to  my  bosom  of  life  and  kMi 
but  nature  usurped  her  rights,  and  irith  abieb 
of  despair,  I  sprang  from  the  branddeaa  d^: 
rushing  forward,  I  stumbled  over  aome  hei|s^ 
was  stunned  by  the  fall.     It  aeema  MeDdiyi 
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I;  a  musket-shot  grazed  his  neck,  and 
bounding  upwards,  lacerated  his  ear,  but  the 
grihnt  Scot  winced  not.  Taking  the  helmet  from 
itis  head,  he  placed  it  on  mine.  At  that  instant, 
lu8  commanding  officer,  who  had  collected  the 
^ps,  and  was  leading  them  on  to  the  onslaught, 
Oilied  him  loudly  to  his  station:  there  was  no 
alternative  but  military  dishonour,  so,  consigning 
OM  to  the  care  of  a  soldier,  with  the  promise 
rfa  large  reward  if  he  conducted  me  back  in  safety, 
^  galloped  to  his  corps,  and  resumed  his  place* 
Kind  McDuff ! — scion  of  an  ancient  race,  of  the 
loasted  ancestry  of  the  McMisserton,  never  did 
more  warlike  or  generous  spirit  inherit  the 
road  lands  of  Glenlow  Castle,  or  better  grace 
16  noble  house  of  Gower. 
**By  what  means  I  was  borne  back  to  my 
igings,  I  know  not,  for  I  long  remained  insen- 
>le;  but  when  my  faculties  were  restored,  I 
[ind  myself  lying  on  the  couch  from  which 
Elstonville,  in  youth  and  health,  had  so  lately 
isen.  I  thought  on  this,  and  tried  to  weep,  and 
'bring  back  the  memory  of  his  love  and  ten- 
mess  ;  but  it  would  not  be.  No  tear  cooled 
f  scorching  eyes^  and,  in  place  of  his  manly 
rm,  the  pierced  and  breathless  body  that  lay 
neath  the  fortifications  of  Saint  Michael's  Hill, 
86  to  my  view.     Shrieking  with  horror,  I  called 
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for  lights  to  banish  the  fearful  phantom;  boliti 
it  waa  there.  I  estiogaiahed  tha  CttaAnyvi 
sought  profound  darkness ;  but  it  mattered  wtftj 
the  impress  was  on  my  spirit,  and  wheref^l 
turned  it  rose  before  me-  Oh,  HeaTenl  ili« 
very  fearful  |  and  I  strove,  by  lookiDg  il  lii 
clothes,  and  the  numerous  gifts  he  had  pMriri 
to  me,  and  the  little  study  where  he  wm  «i^ 
to  sit,  to  turn  the  tide  of  horror  bto  tbatof  |ri4 
but  my  efforts  failed,  aod  for  two  m^S^  Wf 
sufferings  were  such  as,  to  our  human  ^prdea^ 
sioHj  can  h^dly  be  exceeded  by  the 
of  those  doomed  to  eternal  woe«  Another 
In  time«  rolled  on  :  butagea  of  tniserf 
my  souL  1  lay  prostrate  on  the 
a  shawl  wrapped  round  my  hot.  t  oooM  ^ftl 
endure  the  light  of  Heaven,  or  that  any  MFm 
ahould  see  me,  I  was  conscioaa  of  nothingj  bat 
that  voices  occasionally  broke  oa  my  ear.  I  bid 
been  offered  food^  but  with  eiiea  I  dashed  il 
away  |  for,  at  that  moment,  the  terrible  appaiiiic}^ 
seemed  to  stand  before  me.  Dming  all  ihisj  m 
pains  vrere  taken  to  soothe  or  support  me:  none 
felt  any  interest  in  my  fate;  and  eiccept  whffe 
sincere  attachment  existed  in  the  exdtefoait  oi 
the  war,  individual  suffering  awakened  ua  syn* 
pathy.  Towards  the  third  morning,  I 
with  a  consuming  thirst,  and  none  were 
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^0  I  rose,  and  staggering  from  weakness,  looked 

^und  for  some  liquid :  a  flask  of  wine  met  my 

^w.    I  took  a  deep  draught,  and  again  sank  on 

the  ground.    It  acted  on  my  frame^  weakened  by 

mfiiBring  and  hunger,  as  an  anodyne,  and  I  sank 

into  a  heavy  sleep,  which  lasted   for  eight  and 

twenty  hours.     I  awoke  unrefreshed ;  my  heavy 

moans  attracted  a  Spanish  woman  who  was  in  my 

service ;  she  raised  my  head,  with  some  kindness 

offering  me  bread  and  milk.     I  could  not  eat; 

but  my  thirst  continued,  so  I  drank  freely  of  the 

latter.     The  Spaniard  soon  retired;  a  profound 

silence  reigned  around ;  no  words  can  do  justice 

to  my  desolation,  and,  unhappily,  my  mind  was 

quite   restored   to   an   entire  and   dreadful  con- 

sdoasness. 

"  As  the  night  closed  in,  thoughts  of  my  end- 
less grief  pressed  on  my  soul,  and  again  the 
bleeding  image  of  d^Estonville  rose  to  my  view. 
I  could  not  endure  such  repeated  horrors ;  I  called 
loudly  to  the  woman,  but  she  was  gone.  I  rang 
the  bell  with  violence,  but  none  were  within  hear- 
ing. Some  event  had  drawn  all  from  the  house, 
and  I  remained  in  perfect  solitude.  To  escape 
from  myself,  I  flew  from  chamber  to  chamber. 
At  length  I  entered  one  where  a  table  was  laid 
out  with  refreshments.  I  remembered  the 
dreamless  slumber  of  the  past  day,  and  I 
grasped  a  goblet  full  of  wine  and  drank  it  off. 

M  3 
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Had  it  been  poison,  to  banish  memory,  1  i-a*! 
done  the  same.  It  circuh'itcd  tlirougii  my  ve:i!> 
Hke  fire.  With  unsteadfast  steps  I  reached  my 
apartment,  and  sank  on  the  couch  in  an  insen- 
sible state. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

^  Frevillb,  1  have  since  learned  that  scarcely 
1  Sir  Horace  Howard  despatched  his  letter  to 
i^stonville,  than,  repenting  its  contents,  he  re- 
ved  to  proceed  to  Madrid,  and  try  by  gentle 
^ns  to  wean  him  from  me.  By  what  route  he 
^ued  his  journey  I  know  not,  but  it  must  have 
^n  a  tedious  one ;  for,  on  arriving  in  Madrid, 
found  his  son  had  proceeded  to  the  siege, 
ither  without  loss  of  time  he  followed,  but  did 
t  reach  Burgos  until  the  twelfth  of  October, 
^  very  day  after  d'Estonville's  fall,  and 
3Qgh  pains  were  taken  to  break  the  sad  intelli- 
ice,  it  nearly  deprived  him  of  his  reason, 
ippily  he  could  not  see  the  sad  remains,  for  by 
I  directions  of  the  commanding  officer,  they  had 
}n  already  coffined. 

t  was  not  until  the  fifteenth  that  Sir  Horace 
s  sufficiently  composed  to  enter  into  any  par- 
dars;  he  was  then  presented  with  a  letter, 
ch,  in  the  event  of  his  death,  d'Estonville  had 
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left  with  his  colonel  to  be  presented  to  hiin.  Tbc 
perusal  of  this  aflFected  him    so   violently,  thai 
medical  assistance  was  found  requisite;  however, 
on  the  following  day  he  entered  into  several  in- 
quiries  relative  to  me — my  beauty,  my  accom- 
plishments, my  devoted  attachment   to  his  la- 
mented son  ;  and  (except  in  the  one  article  of  my 
guilt)  the  strict  })ropriety   of  my  conduct  were 
extolled.    This  evidently  pleased  Sir  Horace, and 
he  resolved  to  visit  me,  saying  that  his  departed 
son  had  solemnly  commended  me  to  his  care.   It 
must  have  been  a  severe  trial  to  the  bereaved  and 
honourable  father  to  meet  in  kindness  the  woman 
who,   as  he  conceived,    had    led  his   child  into 
error ;  but,  softened  by   affliction,    I  have  CTWy 
reason  to  suppose  that  at  the  period  he  sincerely 
commiserated  my  suiferings,  and  anticipated  some 
consolation    in   obeying  poor   d'Estonyille's  re- 
quest.    As  Sir  Horace  continued  very  weak  and 
ill,  two   or  three  officers  of  rank|  his  partieoUr 
friends,  insisted  on  accompanying  him,  on  what 
they  justly  termed    his    painful    duty;    accord- 
ingly  they    proceeded  to   the    house    where  I 
lodged. 

"  Well,  Frcville,  as  I  have  frequently  remaiked. 
the  tide  of  circumstances  has  always  run  agiinst 
me ;  thus  on  the  evening  of  Sir  Horace's  visit,  the 
people  of  the  house  chanced  to  have  a  caronaal. 
and  the  first  sounds  that  met  his  ear  were  those 
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^^  dissolute  merriment.  Shrinking  from  a  scene 
^bich  seemed  a  mockery  of  his  woe,  he  hastily 
Squired  after  me^  and  with  his  friends,  was  shown 
ttp  to  my  immediate  suite  of  apartments  :  passing 
on  he  entered  my  sleeping  room. 

^  Oh,  Freville,  how  can  I  proceed  to  relate 
my  shame,  my  disgrace, — think  of  the  surprise, 
the  horror  of  the  high-minded,  refined,  fastidious 
Sir  Horace  when,  advancing  towards  the  couch, 
he  saw  me,  not  in  tears,  and  mourning  for  his 
departed  son,  but  lying  in  a  stupor  too  evidently 
caused  by  wine. 

^  On  diseovering  me  in  such  a  state,  the  con- 
jecture never  once  entered  his  mind,  that  my 
over-wrought  spirits,  and  my  mental  agony  had 
superinduced  a  delirium,  which  could  not  calcu- 
late, or  was  for  the  moment  careless  of  conse- 
quences. No^  he  at  once  concluded  that  the  revel 
below  stairs,  which  he  had  the  moment  before 
witnessed,  was  at  least  suffered  by  me.  Shud- 
dering at  the  idea,  he  naturally  groaned  aloud, 
and  woidd  have  fallen  back,  had  not  the  officers 
supported  him  ;  while  I,  seeing  their  uniform,  and 
forgetting  my  despair,  fancied  d'Estonville  re- 
turned, and  made  an  effort  to  rise,  to  reach  out 
my  hand  to  welcome  him  with  tenderness, — and 
then  a  dizziness  seized  me,  and  I  fell  back  with 
an  hysterical  laugh.  One  word  had  been  suffi- 
cient to  explain,  and  to  acquit  me  of  this,  in  a 
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woman,  the  greatest  of  degradatioiii;  bitl  m 
unconscious  of  what  was  paaaing,  and  no  faai 
was  near  to  take  my  part.    Even  bad  Sr  Honoi 
learned  of  my  rushing  to  the  siege,  in  qiMt  oCUi 
son,  he  might  have  imputed  the  net  to  its  tm 
cause,   desperation,   but  in  all  tfaiqgPy  be  ttif 
great  or  small,  from  the  period  of  mj 
death,  my  evil  destiny  prevailed,  and  1 
on  to  destruction. 

"  After  gazing  at  me  for  some  til 
pity  and  contempt.  Sir  Horaoe  siid:^< 
men,  this  is  a  shocking  spectade  of  joatirfU 
depravity,  but  it  is  not  without  ito  uses'  ^Mp- 
ing  his  hands  together,  he  Gontiniied»  '  an  AB- 
wise  being  has  been  most  mercifiil&  bettVia 
thousand  times  better,  that  my  mi^gaided na 
should  have  died  a  hero's  death  tban-bavafiielti 
be  the  companion  of  this 
Alas !  d'Estonville,'  he  sighed,  '^ 
must  have  corrupted  thy  whole  i 
thou  couldst  sacrifice  thy  ititerests,  thy  fathsff 
thy  principles  to  such  a  being.  Almighty  GtHl! 
in  thy  goodness,  accept  b^s  early  death  aiape&c^ 
ofiering  for  his  sin  V 

^^  So  saying,  he  retired  with  his  friends.    Som  [ 
was  the  tale  bruited  abroad,  and  the  praises  tl(«£ 
shortly  before  had  been  lavished  on  me  wtre 
recalled.     Some  few  (oh^  wliy  are  tjieir  nufober 
80  few)  regretted  that  one  possessed  of  so  ffian; 
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natural  advantages,  should  have  sunk  so  low  ;  but 
the  generality  were  amused  at  the  scandal, 
thought  it  excellent  sport,  wished  they  had 
*  been  there  to  see'  and  so  forth ;  but,  good  or 
bid,  not  one  paused  to  analyze  the  cause,  to 
consider  the  despair  that  led  me  on,  or  to  remem- 
ber from  my  former  habits,  how  little,  in  the 
possession  of  my  reason,  I  was  likely  to  commit 
myself  in  such  a  manner. 

**  Next  morning,  although  still  very  weak  and 
ill,  I  was  sufficiently  recovered  to  arise  from  my 
couch,  and  from  the  people  of  the  house  I  learned 
of  Sir  Horace^s  visit,  and  they  had  picked  up 
enough  of  his  conversation,  to  kno\^  that  he  had 
departed  in  agitation  and  disgust.  This  roused 
in  me  a  new  sentiment.  I  was  covered  with 
shame,  I  was  distracted  that  d'Estonville^s  father 
should  think  me  worse  than  I  really  was.  I  felt  I 
owed  it  to  his  memory  to  defend  myself,  to  prove 
that  though  misguided,  his  son  had  not  been  so 
wholly  lost,  as  to  waste  his  affections  *  upon  a 
woman,  such  as  I  had  appeared,  and  by  this 
time,  no  doubt,  had  been  represented  to  be. 
My  sense  of  disgrace  and  mortification  were  so 
keen,  that  it  softened  my  nature,  and  for  the 
first  time  since  d'Estonville's  death,  I  wept  con- 
vulsively— it  was  a  great  relief  to  my  breaking 
heart. 

^'  I  now  clothed  myself  in  the  deepest  mourn- 
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ing,  and  thoogh  scarcely  able  to  i 

ing  perfectly  wretched  from  my 

ported  by  the  Spanish  woman,  I 

Horace    Howard's   residence.     How  WM  I  »* 

ceived?     He  refused  to  see  me;  UsatteBdaM 

showed  their  ridicule  and  sochu  openly.    On  1 

proceed  in  this  ignominious  naiiatife?— Hal  Wf 

father,  where  was  your  pride  ii 

Aigiine  then  ?    Could  you  real  in 

while  the  daughter  of  your  love 

of? 

''  Oh,  Freville  Deerhurstl  I 
have  brought,  I  have  bound  nayadf  to  nlilellHi 
drcumstance  in  my  life,  whidi  at  the  time  flU 
me  with  shame  and  confusion;  but  iddAeevI 
r^ard  with  loathing  and  honor.  That  I  htm 
told  you  this  is  no  mark  of  my  oonfidwee;  it  h 
an  assurance  of  my  remorse.  It  ia  a  pvoof  ef  Ihi 
persuasion  that  fills  my  whole  aouJ^  that  geil  iel 
conceived  in  folly,  of  itsdf  leada^  or  fa  lid  ^iH 
or  necessity  to  the  folUes,  whioha  thdrMi 
result  in  further  and  deeper  guilt. . 


"  I  tell  you,  FrevillCj  there  im  no  meii:y,  m 
ciiarity  to  be  found.  In  tlie  troubled  watifrai  of  tbii 
punished  worlds  they  could  find  no  resting  plsec^  { 
so  they  have  fled  to  Heaven,  to  the  llrcitsemer^ 
and  their  space  ia  filled   with   mocking^  i^hm^i 
demons,     triumphing,    rejoicings    gloating 
human  misery.    Were  it  otherwise,  oooM  ] 
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readily  build  their  evanescent  enjoyment  on  the 
destruction  of  their  own  species  ?  Think  of  the 
tboiisands^  the  tens  of  thousands,  who  have  sent 
forth  the  loud  wail  of  sorrow  over  this  destructive 
war,  think  of  the  hearths  made  desolate,  think  of 
the  bereaved  parents,  countless  widows  and  or- 
phans left  to  struggle  alone  on  their  sad  pilgrim- 
age, not  a  thought  wasted  on  their  woe.  No, 
every  idea  is  absorbed  in  expected  conquest ;  the 
ensanguined  wreath  of  victory  is  the  high  mark  at 
which  kings  and  heroes  aim.  With  such  an  object 
in  view  the  million  may  perish ;  enough  will  yet 
be  found  to  grace  pride's  pageant ;  and  this  is  a 
nation's  glory.  Oh,  Heaven !  why  does  your  ven- 
geance slumber  ?  But  I  wander  from  my  story. 
Freville,  you  condemn  my  vivacity,  but  my  own 
a£9ictions  have  taught  me  to  comprehend  and 
mourn  over  those  of  others  ;  besides  during  my 
stay  in  the  Peninsula,  there  was  scarcely  a  day 
that  I  did  not  witness,  or  hear  of  some  fatal  result 
of  the  campaign.  To  retjirn  to  myself:  no  figure 
could  convey  to  your  mind  my  destitution  at  that 
period ;  shunned  and  despised,  I  literally  stood 
alone  in  the  world — not  so.  Sir  Horace.  Even 
amidst  the  public  agitation — then  increased  by 
the  accounts  received  that  Soult  was  hastening 
from  the  South,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a 
junction  with  the  northern  army,  an  intelligence 
so  startling  that  Lord  Wellington  resolved  to  raise 


282  THE    DEERHUR8T8. 

the  siege  and  retire  to  the  Doaro — Sir  Honct 
was   commiserated,  and  the  officers  of  Ui  i«/> 
regiment  strove  to   show   their   respect  foi  Ae 
departed  by   paying  him   every  attention.  ^^ 
sOy  to  me  ;   I  had  no  legal  claim  to  pity— l»tl 
linger  too  long  over  these  heart-rending  nsMs; 
let  me  then  be  brief.     Sir  Horace  with  hii  son't 
remains  left  for  England,  and  a  few  days  after^iB 
spite  of  the  superior  force  which  on  all  udes  nr* 
rounded  him,  Lord  Wellington  and  his  army  re- 
treated from  Burgos  in  the  finest  order,  and  pro- 
ceeded towards  the  frontiers  of  PortngaL    TUi 
piece  of  masterly  generalship  elicited  such  sdmi* 
ration  that  for  a  long  time  nothing  else  was  spoken 
of;  amidst  such  stirring  events  it  were  f<dly  to 
suppose  an  individual  could  awaken  interest;  co^ 
tainly  for  me  there  was  none. 

''  It  might  be  the  third  day  after  Sir  Horace'i 
departure,  that  I  received  the  following  lettv 
from  one  of  the  old  officers  who  had  aooompsnied 
him  to  my  apartment :  from  its  style  he  mmt 
have  imbibed  a  strong  prejudice  against  me. 

"  *  Madam^ 

'^  ^  On  my  very  esteemed  friend.  Sir  Hontt 
Howard  quitting  this  for  England,  ha  mqiisilri 
me  to  acquaint  you  that,  in  oompUanoe  wA^B 
entreaty  contained  in  a  letter  from  his  aon,  Clip* 
tain^  d.'Estonville    Howard,    of  Una  -^ 
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^nd  which  letter  was  written  on  the  evening  of 
^"«  tenth  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
^'id  twelve,  the  very  one  previous  to  his  gallant 
induct    and    glorious    death,   which,    as    you, 
Madam,  must  be  aware,  took  place  at  the  siege 
of  Burgos,  on  the  eleventh  of  the  same  month — 
that  he  would  make    such    provision  as  would 
enable  you.  Madam,  to  live  in  future,  after  a  quiet 
respectable    manner;    my   esteemed  friend.   Sir 
Horace,  forthwith  empowered  me  to   communi- 
cate, that  from  henceforward  he  shall  grant  you 
the  ample  allowance  of  two  hundred  a  year,  to 
be  paid  quarterly  at  the  house  of  Drummond  and 
Co. ;  and  for  this.  Madam,  he  requires  no  thanks, 
as  he  acts  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  an 
only  and  departed  child,  not  from  any  respect  for, 
or  approval  of  your  conduct ;  and  he  expects  that 
you  will  not  teach  him  to  regret  his  kindness  by 
presuming  to  address  him  on  the  subject. 

Madam,  I  remain. 
Yours, 
Benjamiv  Simpson  Oldlby. 
Colonel  of  the ^ 

"  *  P.S. — Madam,  although  in  making  the  above 
communication  to  me,  my  esteemed  friend  Sir  Ho- 
race Howard  was  too  much  agitated  to  be  particu- 
lar— ^indeed  could  scarely  express  himself  to  be  per- 
fectly understood — still  I  opine  that  his  grant  of 
the  two  hundred  a  year  is  but  an  annuity  \  conse- 
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quently.  Madam,  in  the  event  of  jonr  iA 
advise  that  you  do  not  bequeath  it  toyvmrfalfi 
as  it  might  lead  to  litigation.' 

^'  In  a  happier  mood  I  must  have  nuled  lite 
quaint,  aflfected,  business-like  style  of  As  di 
Colonel ;  but  at  that  time  I  could  onlj  WMponr 
this  fresh  proof  of  d'Estonville's  loviu    Il«Hil 
as  if  even  from  the  grave  he  strove  to  avppoitili 
shield  me ;  also  by  proving  that  any  mger  heeif^ 
rienced  from  the  mistaken  view  of  my  kfity  id 
passed  away,  it  poured  the  firat  balm  of  cootoli!* 
don  into  my  broken  heart.    As  I  again  read  the 
letter,  although  I  knew  its  harshness  eodd  sot 
have  been  dictated  by  Sir  HorBoe,  who  was  aptf- 
feet  gentleman,  still  I  considered  how  psinAI  it 
must  be  to  him  to  provide  for  die  womn  vb 
had  led  his  son  into  error^  and  wbo^  he  had  nsiai 
to  suppose,  was  utterly  abandoned,    llisn  he  ml 
reported  to  be  avaricious,  and  the  | 
a  small  annuity  out  of  his  property  i 
his  uneasiness,  so  as  a  calculating  spirit  ef  i 
interest  certainly  formed  no  part  of  mjr  < 
hastily  resolved  not  to  accept  the  pA,  end  ^ 
further  consideration  sent  the  i 


"'Sir. 

" '  Yesterday  evening  I 


communicating  Sir  Horace 
granting  me  an  ^mvxiiti^  ef  two 
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Unfortunate  as  I  am,  I  feel  that  any  expression 
^'  thanks  or  gratitude  on  my  part  might  be  consi- 
dered as  an  insult ;  yet,  Colonel  Oldley,  permit  me 
through  you  to  impress  on  the  mind  of  Sir  Horace, 
^%t  m  declining'  his  generous  offer,  I  am  not 
"^fluenced  by  pride  or  resentment,  but  by  a  con- 
^oasness  that  from  him  I  deserve  no  kindness ; 
w^d  to  be  compelled  by  love  for  his  departed  son 
fo  support  a  person  he  so  utterly  despised  would 

*^  a  trial  at  once  cruel  and  unnatural,  one  to 

^bich,  guilty  as   I   am,   I   shall   never   subject 

him. 

"  ^  I  have  the  honour  to  be 
"'Sir, 

"*  Yours, 

*'*  AlOLINB.' 

"To  Colonel  Simpson  Oldley/ 

"  I  only  signed  my  christian  name,  for  I  felt 
that  I  was  hardly  entitled  to  any  other.  Some- 
thing like  a  gleam  of  satisfaction  passed  over  me 
at  having  given  this  proof  that  at  all  events  my 
crime  did  not  result  from  cupidity.  Being  roused 
to  worldly  thoughts,  my  next  act  was  to  send  back 
to  the  jeweller's  poor  d'Estonville's  richest  pre- 
sents ;  for  I  wished  his  debts  to  appear  as  small 
as  possible  to  Sir  Horace,  and  thus,  as  far  as 
lay  in  my  power,  to  save  his  memory  from 
reproach.    This  required  no  effort,  for  I  set  jio 
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value  on  the  sparkling  gems :  wA 
perished  the  personal  Tanity  and  aidsBt  dai* 
after  general  admiration^  whidi  had  ftiiBfli  4l 
basis  of  my  errors. 

<'  Having  so  long  lingered  OTdr  die  fiital  «■* 
connected  with  Burgos,  I  shall  relate  as  eaeMf 
as  possible  the  succeeding  events  onti  I  ailt 
Charles  Mellish  at  Alicant.  Oiie< 
however,  I  must  mention.  Previoae  te 
Burgos  with  the  Allied  Army,  MeDeff  Gil* 
addressed  a  few  lines  of  oondoleiiee^ 
that  in  every  extremity  I  would 
apply  to  him  for  assistance,  for  tliat  he 
ever  consider  me  in  the  light  of  m 
I  felt  much  gratified  at  this  attention7aird^iini^  ' 
resolved  never  to  trespass  on  his  frieodshipi  teo* 
a  grateful  answer  in  which  I  esipUined  the  eondk 
tion  in  which  Sir  Horace  had  found  me  ;  iu&sm 
and  effects.  This  I  did  lest  McDuff  should  hm 
the  report,  and  r^pret  the  protectSDH  he  so  gen^  - 
rously  offered.  ^ 

"For  some  months  after  thi%  my  life  infs 
blank— I  sank  into  a  state  of  apathetic  indifcrersee- 
I  quitted  the  handsome  lodgings  d^EstonviUe  hd 
procured,  and  retired  to  an  humbler  om  not  6f 
from  the  ancient  gate  of  Santa  Maria  |  sod 
although  the  winter  bad  set  in,  the  westliervii 
so  temperate  that  I  would  frcqueotl?  quit  tbtf 
house,  and    wrapped  in    my    mmat^j^  sal  for 
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*^^Urs  on  the  banks  of  the  Arlanzon  ;  l)ut  the  cir- 
^^^stances  of  novelty,  of  antiquity,  of  historical 
^'^terest  which    had  delighted  me  in  Madrid  no 
longer  pleased.     Tlie  gloom  of  ray  soul    over- 
'iuulowed  the  whole   earth ;  yet  in  some  things 
I  vas  fortunate.  From  my  insignificance  I  was  un- 
vested in  Burgos,  even  while  it  was  in  posses- 
sion of    the    French.     Then    the    old    Spanish 
troman, — a  widow — with  whom    I    resided,  was 
fiiendly;  and  disposed  to  advantage  of  the  various 
articles  of  dress   which  I  bartered  for  my  main- 
tenance.    Though    extremely   superstitious,    and 
like  the  generality  of  her  countrywomen,  making 
a  business — a  very  tedious  one — of  her  religion — 
I  should  say  forms,  for  she  had  not  a   spiritual 
idea  beyond  them — she  treated  me,  for  a  heretic, 
with  lenity ;    but  fearful   of    being    exposed   to 
trouble,    should   her  priests    discover   that   she 
harboured  one,  she   took  great  pains  to  initiate 
me  into  Popery,  and  sometimes  when  we  were 
walking,  nay  even  at  our  meals,  or  in  bed,  or  on 
bearing  the  bell   that   preceded  the  consecrated 
wafer,  she  would  make  a  rush,  drag  me  to  my 
knees,  and  hold  me  in  that  position  till  the  sound 
died  away  in  the  distance,  she  mumbling  prayers 
and  crossing  herself  all  the  while. 

"To  this  I  was  perfectly  passive:  it  neither 
won  a  smile  by  its  absurdity,  nor  a  reproach  for  its 
inconvenience  ;  but,  insensible  as  I  was,  I  could 
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T« 


not  visit  the  cathedral  and  other 

out  a  sentiment  of  awe,  and  an  i 

of  admiration  at  the  treasures  of  psinthg^  s— i.^j 

and  royal  gifts    which    tfaej  contrined.    'h  t.j| 

happier  mood,  methinks  of  all  the  6Am  I0t.^ 

witnessed,  I  should  hare  piefewad  B«i|oa|«ll;j 

was,  shunning  the  promenadM  md 

quented  by  the  gay  and  happy,    I 

of  my  time  in  the  chapel  of  the  A'^ 

though  its  people  were  not  my 

my  creed,  still  I  loved  to  hear 

and  the  sonorous  chanting  of  ita 

will  shake  your  head,  FrefiUe,  when  yoa  mi 

this,  and  look  displeased ;  but  ftar  not,    I  dsiflf 

regret  to  say  there  was  little  devoCioii  in  ■jallaH 

tions ;  had  I  been  bom  a  Catholio  I  dioold  aok 

have  been  the  wretch  I  am. 

I  remained  in  Bui^gos  till  tlie  apring  of  tUrtHBi 
and  was  there  when  the  Frendi  entaed  it  asdMir 
strong-hold.  It  is  needless  to  any  Ibaft  bsiqg  sv* 
rounded  by  the  allied  army,  tliey 
obliged  to  evacuate,  but  not 
comfiture,  they  destroyed  fiie 
Thus  I  witnessed  the  total  dBrtiitiwi  ef  ^ 
fortifications  which  had  caused  d'Estonrill*'* 
death,  and  I  experienced  a  savage  pleasure  m 
seeing  them  hurled  to  Oe  earth*  And  uovripjit 
chance  threw  Ellen  Mnkahy  m  my  wst^  b^ 
husband  belonged  to  the  British  cavalry  whid 
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itormed  Bmgosj  and  she  had  accompanied 
Arooghoat  the  campaign.  Nothing  could 
6d  her  pleasure  at  again — as  she  termed  it — 
Dg  me  out ;  and  as  the  English  troops  were 
led  for  the  Ebro^  she  warmly  entreated  of  me 
oompany  her.  At  first  I  resisted,  but  my 
ish  hostess  advised  me  to  go,  saying  that  the 
di  were  in  such  a  state  of  irritation,  they 
1  stop  at  no  cruelty,  and  as  to  herself,  she 
>sed  removing  to  Toledo.  This  determined 
^et  I  did  not  leave  the  spot  where  I  had  last 
d'Estonville   without   regret,    unspeakable 
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CHAPTER  I. 


Now,  indeed,  I  was  soon  roused  from  my 
apathy,  and  perfectly  startled  at  the  mortifying, 
nay,  the  horrible  position  in  which  I  had  placed 
myself;  and  yet  no  alternative  had  been  presented 
to  me — I  knew  not  whither  to  turn.  True,  Ellen 
Was  all  respectful  attention ;  but  her  husband  was 
a  regular  John  Bull :  let  me  hope,  a  bad  specimen 
of  the  race — for  to  all  the  uncouth  savageness 
imputed  to  the  English  peasantry,  and  a  want  of 
genuine  hospitality,  (which  cannot,  I  believe,  be 
laid  to  their  charge,)  were  added  a  penury  and 
cupidity  which,  I  hope,  are  singular. 

My  little  means  were  nearly  exhausted ;  so,  to 
compensate  for  any  expense  I  might  prove  at  first^ 
I  voluntarily  paid  great  attention  to  Ellen's  two 
diOdren,  and  this  I  soon  perceived  her  husband 
began  to  claim  as  a  right.    One  good  sprang  from 
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my  position — I  was  obliged  to  exertmyKli)  ^ 
though  the  heart  may  continue  sad,  still,  booW 
labour  prohibits  the  possibility  of  pondoing  o*^ 
affliction^  thus  it  becomes  less  destmctiTe  to  tP^ 
health. 

Well,    Freville,    we    crossed    the   Ebro,  K»^ 
marched  to  Vittoria.    You  vrill  laugh  at  my  tot^^ 
necting  myself  with  the  array,  but  it  is  not  the  le^* 
true ;  I  followed  in  its  train, — ^no  lauding  mitte^ 
to  me,  I  can  assure  you.     Of  ooune  there  n  fto 
need  of  my  telling  of  the  battle  of  Vittoria,  p"** 
know  all  about  it.     Ellen's  Serjeant  was  a  good 
soldier,  and  being  the  means  of  capturing  sme  d 
the  cannon  and  luggage,  was  well  rewarded  witi 
booty.     This  delighted  her,  for  they  were  toy 
poor,  and  it  made  him,  for  the  time  being,  bma 
tolerable ;  perhaps,  too,  his  ferocity  was  lemaad 
by  loss  of  blood,  for  he  had  reoeiyed  a  fleah-voaai 
in  his  left  arm,  which  weakened  him;  andaJiB 
certainly  was  much  respected  by  his  officen,tt^ 
granted  him  permission  to  retire  tat  m  km  dqi 
within  the  mountain  fastnesaea;  tfaii  was  the  VBM 
desirable,  as  Ellen  daily  expected  her  < 

The  spot  which  he  selected  was-m  i 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Zubiri,  I 
about  three  leagues,  or  tfaereabonta^.dia 
it     It  was  a  solitary,  romantie 
from  its  insignificance,  or  from  i 
that  could  advantage  the 
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it  unmolested,  even  in  the  midst  of  the 
ling  warfare.     I  think  it  was  on  the  23rd 

1813,  we  removed  there ;  and  to  do  the 
ill  justice,  he  had  selected  for  our  reception 
lient  cottage,  covered  with  \Hnes. 
the  hamlet,  which  was  situated  in  a  small 
mrrounded  by  lofty  mountains,  it  merely 
1  of  a  cluster  of  humble  cottages,  and  an 
nding  chapel,  with  here  and  there  a  few 
illas  erected  on  slight  elevations,  and  those 
ner  were  generally  inhabited  by  invalids ; 
gh  there  were  no  springs  in  the  immediate 
,  the  air  was  considered  very  salubrious. 
>st  striking  feature  in  the  landscape  was  a 
:e,  formed  by  a  mighty  torrent,  which, 
ig  from  one  of  the  loftiest  of  the  mountains, 
bounding  and  foaming  down  impending 
ill  it.  found  repose  within  the  valley,  ren- 
t  so  fertile,  that  in  all  directions  fields  of 
raved  around  in  golden  luxuriance ;  while 
indant  vines,  almond,  and  fig-trees,  were 

weighed  down  by  their  luscious  fruits; 
ain,  these  received  effect  from  groves  of 
s,  by  which  they  were  sheltered, 
peasants  who  inhabited  the  cottages  were, 
iy  speaking,  a  simple,  indolent  people ;  their 
ment  mostly  consisted  in  tending  goats  and 
nr  cultivating  their  gardens,  and  their  whole 
t  seemed  absorbed  in  a  bigoted  attachment 
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to  the  fonns  of  their  religion^  and  a  wmtimmik  4 
respect,  amounting  to  Teneratioii,  hr  Ibe  UMi 
and  customs  of  their  ancestcm,  any  hapnmaBk 
upon  which  they  would  have  oonflidend  isafM' 
feme  innovation 

On  the  whole,  these  poor  peofde  bebnredivd 

to  EUlen  and  me.     It  is  perbaps  unneeawf  to 

remark,  that,  placed  in  so  humble  a  poritaon,  I  bal 

no  opportimity  of  forming  any  aequaintanee  irtdi 

the  more  dignified  occupants  of  the  iriDas;  nl 

as  ^except  a  few  veterans,  who,  hanring  aemd  k 

the  army,  and  1)y  that  means  acquired  some  mft^ 

tering  of  French,  none  of  the  oottagien  eonld  Wfttk 

any  language  but  their  provincial  Spaniahy  not  OM 

word  of  which  I  could   comprehend^  I  had  ■» 

opportunity  of  acquiring  any  informetton  bsfoai 

my  own  observation.     Tet  thougl^  as  I  naf  mfi 

banished  from  all  society, — ^for,  of  conney  iriAr 

such  a  person  as  Ellen,  however  weS  ^fn^^  t 

could  have  no  companionship  or  eonaaMBkite 

of  ideas,  and  living  in   oompamtive  jMMwmiJi  lh» 

tranquillity,  after  all  the  feitigoea  a&d'lamiiifiif 

had  endured,  possessed  a  greet  cham^  aHfr'naltf' 

its  influence  my  health  soon 

indeed,  I  believe  it  to  be  impoaritla^*^ 

the  most  obtuse  to  be  plaeed  i 

cent  objects  of   nature   whieb 


humble  residence,  and  not  hai^«tfjj|kpflh^prfl 
elevated  to  the  great  Creator  t/HM^  *'"'-*'*»  ^^J&tf ' 
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nrom  several  points  I  commanded  an  extensm 
ntw  of  liie  Pyrenees,  many  of  whidi  were  clothed 
^  fine  woods;  over  .some  of  these  a  blight  had 
ately  passed,  tinging  them — though  in  mid-som- 
ner — with  the  autmim's  varied  tints,  while  here 
nd  there  a  few  of  the  stateliest  of  the  pines  which 
lad  been  scathed  and  withered,  spread  out  dieir 
ileacfaed  boughs,  appearing  like  the  skeletons  of 
be  forest,  while  others  torn  up  from  their  roots 
ly  scattered  around.  Again  amidst  these,  the 
jfitiest  of  the  mountain  chain  jutted  forward,  and 
1  the  sterile  strength  of  rocky  surface,  towering 
lifis,  and  mineral  treasures,  seemed  as  if  in  cold 
sorn  of  the  verdant  beauties  whose  leafy  honours 
rere  so  rapidly  passing  away,  this  contrast  added 
sublime  grandeur  to  the  whole  landscape. 

For  my  part,  I  perfectly  delighted  in  the  scene, 
nd  the  wild  sad  fancies  it  awakened,  and  it  was 
iy  custom  as  soon  as  Ellen^s  children  were  put  to 
5st,  to  hasten  towards  the  lake,  and  watch  the 
lOon  as  it  rose  over  the  valley ;  and  methought 
1  no  place  had  I  ever  seen  it  rise  in  such  glory, 
r  shed  such  refulgence  around.  Positively,  when 
s  beams  were  reflected  back  by  the  sportive 
raters,  or  that  illuminating  some  of  the  foremost 
bjects  of  the  landscape,  it  threw  the  back-ground 
ito  deeper  shadow,  it  appeared  the  very  scene  of 
omantic  fiction,  and  it  scarcely  required  an  efiiort 
f  &e  imagination  to  people  it  with  the  fierce  ban- 
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ditti  of  a  Carava^o.      Strange  opention  d  ^ 
mind^  thus  to  abstract  itself  firom  existing  cn^ 
tlie  most  important^  to  dwell  upon  the  vni^ 
visions  of  the  past ! 

As  I  became  more  composed^  I  bq;an  to  eoi^ 
template  plans  for  the  future.  To  oontmueindi^ 
state  of  poverty  and  humiliation  in  wlucb  I  vai 
placed^  literally  acting  as  a  servant  to  ElkDyV*i 
too  depressing,  and  my  past  sin  with  the  depntoo 
d'Estonville  proliibited  the  possibility  of  my  bong 
received  into  any  respectable  fiunily.  Laying  fittk 
stress  on  the  forms  of  religion,  my  first  idea  VM  to 
retuni  to  Burgos  and  enter  the  convent  of  Obb^ 
lite  sisters  as  a  boarder,  but  this  I  soon  laad 
was  not  feasible.  First,  I  had  no  num^;  us^ 
the  devastations  of  war  rendered  even  die  Uf 
precincts  of  religion  insecure;  so  looDdndedopoi 
trying  to  obtain  tlie  means  of  retumiiig  toLondoSi 
there  acquire  information  of  Gecnge^i  Aap^  ^ 
write  him  a  full  statement  of  all  my  fblliei  m1 
sufferings  ^^  nothing  extenuating/'  entnit  Uii^ 
vice  for  my  future  conduct,  and  abide  by 
sion.  Being  thus  resolved,  I  Selt 
and  equal  to  my  humble  duties. 

We  had  been  but  a  week  stjAa 
Ellen  gave  birth  to  a  daughter,  and  ai  her  b«utf^ 
was  precarious  for  some  days,  I  was  cntirelT  coufii^^^ 
to  her  apartment.  This  was  h  great  prhirtitfii  *^ 
the  weather  was  delicious,  and  1  lon^  to 
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^^y  Wanderings.  One  nioming  the  veteran  who 
^^Pplied  our  marketing,  in  his  bad  French  men- 
"oned,[that  a  great  English  lord  had  arrived  at  one 
^  tile  villas^  and  that  he  was  engaged  to  supply 
'^  with  milk,  butter,  &c.  This  intelligence 
"''wakened  no  curiosity ;  the  nearest  of  these  resi- 
^Uces  was  situated  half  a  league  up  the  mountain, 
*^d  the  invalids  who  inhabited  it  or  the  other 
^^**as  rarely  visited  the  hamlet,  the  air  of  which, 
^m  its  vicinity  to  the  lake,  was  often  damp. 
''Mother  week  and  Ellen^s  health  was  perfectly 
^"^stored,  and  with  a  feeling  almost  amounting  to 
pleasure,  I  resumed  my  solitary  walks.  It  was 
late  on  a  Sunday  evening ;  and  as  I  advanced  to 
^y  favourite  seat  on  the  border  of  the  lake,  I  lin- 
gered every  moment  to  gaze  on  the  sublime  scenery 
over  which  the  tranquillity  of  approaching  night 
Was  already  shed.  The  holy  calm  seemed  analo- 
gous to  my  spirit ;  but,  oh!  how  quickly  it  vanished, 
when  having  approached  the  rustic  seat,  I  saw  it 
occupied  by  Lord  Beletrieve,  who,  though  closely 
wrapped  up  to  protect  himself  from  the  night  air, 
could  not  be  mistaken.  A  faint  sickness,  accom- 
panied by  an  oppression  of  the  heart  and  a  presen- 
timent of  fresh  woes,  passed  over  me ;  with  diffi- 
culty I  suppressed  a  cry  while  I  grasped  at  a  tre6 
for  support;  then  though  tottering  from  weakness 
I  thought  to  glide  off  imperceived,  and  for  that 
purpose  crept  towards  the  chesnut-grove,  but  he, 
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who  Iiad  been  anxiously  watching  for  my  ipp^ 
ance,  was  too  quick  of  obsen-ation^  and  ateppng 
rapidly  forward  greeted  me  with  much  kindnes. 

I  know  not  what  answer  I  made — ^for  perlajSj 
at  no  instant  of  my  life,  was  I  ever  so  totally  de* 
privcd  of  ^self-])ossession — but  I  said  somethii^  d 
beini:;  ill,  of  being  soUcitous  to  return  home,  and 
I  1  lurried  some  steps  forAvard ;  but  with  lib  ininutr 
able    grace   he   drew   me   back,    saying,   *'  Say, 
Aiglino,  it  is  iii  vain  you  would  elude  me.    Xiglrt 
afrer  nii;lit,  at  the  risk  of  life,  have  I  sat  impa- 
tiently vvJilching  for  this  intennew;  so  rest  yoB 
hore,"    lie   continued,    placing  me  on  the  rustic 
bei)cl»,  '•  and  when  you  are  more  composed  I  shaD 
explain  iliiit.  however  coldly  you  have  alwaj"s  re- 
jectoci,  nay,  scorned  m«,  I  have  never  ceased  to 
love  you/' 

*•  Nay,  my  Lord,"  1  exclaimed,  with  something 
of  iny  for'ncr  si)i:it.  '*  the  vanity  thai  so  long  cor- 
ru))ii''.l  anil  misled  mc  has  vanished,  and  for  ever. 
Thi.^  tl.o  only  inilucnce  you  held  is  lost:  and  as 
h)  h.vc,  my  all  of  alTection  is  buried  in  the  grave 
of  cr  Ijslonvillo  Howard.''  On  sapng  tliese  words. 
losini;  all  self-control,  I  sobbed  aloud. 

Ill- waited  for  some  moments,  and  then,  in  • 
cold  monotonous  manner,  replied,  "Distress  not 
yourself  by  alluding  to  the  past.  I  knoir  your 
wliole  history.  Your  trial  for  eloping  from  the 
MacMisserton  was  a  public  one,  and  your  wb- 
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lent  acta  not  T^private^  so  one  less  interested 
roar  &te  than  I  have  been  might  have  learned 
ir  adventures;  but,  Aigline,''  he  continued, 
h  some  warmth  of  manner,  ^^you  have  proved 

discrimination  into  character  to  be  just.  I 
nee  discovered  that  you  were  one  of  the  few  of 
present  age  capable  of  loving.  A  heart  like 
re,  even  if  it  had  been  enshrined  in  a  less  cap- 
ting  form,  was  a  prize  worthy  of  the  seeking. 

coldest,  the  most  passionless,  must  value  the 
iment  of  affection  which  can  willingly  make 
ifices ;  and  indurated,  as  I  admit  myself  to  be, 
i  love  so  ardent  and  exclusive  I  would  unhesi- 
igly  resign  the  concentration  of  cosmopolitism, 
ranities  of  fashion,  and  all  the  factitious  advan- 
B,  so  long  my  sole  pursuit — by   Heaven  I 

idr 

!e  spoke  this  with  an  energy  so  unlike  his 
1  manner,  that  I  felt  startled ;  but  recovering 
elf,  I  said,  '^Then,  my  Lord,  let  this  very 
xrledge  of  my  devotion  prove  the  impossibility 
ly  ever  regarding  anotiier/* 
ky,"  he  returned;  ^^but  the  object  is  dead, 
tihe  dead  not  only  cannot  return  or  requite 
^danp  but  remain  cold  and  insensible  to  it/' 
roaning  aloud  at  the  bitter  truth,  I  exclaimed^ 
me,  Lord  Beletrieve;  yet  I  would  not  give  up 
memory  of  d'EstonTille  Howard  for  any  Irnng 

bS 
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"Not  to  SPA-  me/'  lie  snceringly  intempted, 
"  whom  you  never  regarded ;  but,  Aigline,  listen 
patiently.  You  were  wont  to  say  in  London  that 
I  was  your  destiny.  Sueh  was  your  conviction; 
and  our  convictions,  however  we  may  attempt  to 
mystify  tliem,  arc  hut  insthicts.  Remember  tow 
own  words  first  insinuated  this  belief  into  my 
bosom;  and  so  powerful  is  the  impression, thitj 
amidst  circumstances  the  most  opposite  to  its 
fruition,  I  liave  never  resigned  the  hoi>e.  Beauti- 
ful Aigline,  gain  then  my  gratitude,  in  addidon  to 
my  love  and  admiration,  by  no  longer  rejectii^ 
my  suit." 

My  indignation  was  so  violent,  that  tliougU 
answered  piissionately,  my  voice  was  choked  ani 
unintelligible,  and  my  whole  frame  trembled,  but 
it  did  not  suit  his  puqiose  to  notice  my  agitation; 
and  in  his  usual  calm  voice  he  continued,  "Aigline? 
the  niglit  wind  is  blowing  fresh  over  the  lake,  so  I 
shall  not  detain  you ;  but,  as  I  accompany  you  to 
the  lunnblc  home  you  inhabit,  will  explain  howl 
discovered  your  l^eing  here." 

Observing  a  profound  silence,  I  arose,  folded 
my  arms  togetlier  so  as  not  to  accept  his  support ; 
then  shunning  the  grove,  proceeded  by  the  moon- 
light path.  lie  gave  his  sickly  smile,  and  withoot 
forcing  his  attentions  walked  by  my  side,  saying* 
*^  It  were  tedious  to  enter  into  any  account  of  the 
events  that  occurred  to  me  after  vou  left  London, 
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particularly  as  they  would  create  no  sym- 
y.    You  are  aware  that  some  time  since  I  lost 
Prince's  favour,  and  mth  it  the  regard  of  the 
Je  court  party,  which  had  formed  my  world, 
as  philosopher  enough,  if  I  could  not  conquer 
indignation,  to  disguise  it ;  so,  with  a  contempt 
profound  and  well  placed  for  my  set  as  they 
old  possibly  entertain  towards  me,    I   quitted 
ondon  with  no  change  of  sentiment  but  a  higher 
aspect  for  the  laws,  which,  spite  of  royal  displea- 
ure,  left  my  head  in  safety.     But  tlie  cottage  is 
n  view,  and  I  see  my  groom,  as  I  ordered  him, 
las  brought  my  mule  near  to  it,  so  I  must  hasten 
and  relate  the  circumstance  which  led  to  my  dis- 
covering that  you  w^ere  here.     For  some  months 
back  I  have  been  straying  at  Baden ;  for,  with  a 
[lertinacity  by  no  means  pleasing,  the  gout,  spite 
)f  the  desertion  of  my  friends,  still^adheres  to  me. 
From  a  trifling  cause,  the  only  servant  I  brought 
Tom  England — ^for  I  give  a  decided  preference  to 
breigners — ^was  Pat  Mulcahy,  your  Ellen's  brother, 
rhe  fellow  has  an  Irish  wit  and  freedom  of  manner 
ffhich  nothing  can  keep  in  check,  consequently, 
vhen  he  received  letters  from  his  sister  describing 
^our  misfortunes,  regrets,  humiliations,  the  savage- 
less  of  her  husband,  &c.,  &c.,  being  very  indignant 
le  repeated  them  all  to  me.    Aigline,  need  I  say 
nore  ?     In  spite  of  broken  health  and  fortune,  I 
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kKtened  hoe  to  offer  yon  wj 

joor  shve.  if  too  will  accept  me  as  audk/' 

Be  paused,  for  we  had  readied  Urn  ilitigB  *!>■ 
Before  I  entered^  feeling  that  nowj  in  aaiaiHl^I 
eould  escape  from  his  preaenoe^  1  lap^dj  at 
vehemently  rejected  his  attenti<»a^  aeooaqg  Im 
of  adding,  by  his  nnweloome  preaeDCi^  to  aj  i^ 
low.  Certainly,  while  I  spcdce  he  batafed  aai 
emotion,  hr  more  than  I  expected;  hot  wAti 
waiting  for  his  reply  I  darted  into  tbe  bomb*' 
aoon  after  heard  the  heavy  tread  of  Ua  male  tiki 
lode  o£F. 

This  porsoit  of  Lord  Beletriefe  destroyed  tti 
composure  I  was  gaining,  and  totaUj  ccmfiDdiai 
to  the  cottage.  I  wonld  not  atir  oot  leat  I  itaM 
be  exposed  to  his  assidnilieay  and  onea  or  twi 
that  h  epresumed  to  call,  I  bad  bim  raiami  id" 
mittance.  Placing  erery  dqpe&dence  ob  Hmmt 
cerity  of  Ellen's  frioidshipy  I 
perplexity :  in  effect,  after  mach 
without  money  I  could  do 
on  writing  to  McDoff  Gower  far  m 
dent  to  take  me  to  Englmdf  and  alM  to. 
bim  on  the  safest  route  bj  irincb  I 
there,  for  many  of  the  roada 
by  the  war.  I  bad  some 
m  Toledo,  but  as  I  did  not 
imoerteinty,  Ellen  prenOed 

...  -JQCI 
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id  an  exteniiTe  military  acquaintance,  to  make 
quiiiea,  die  result  of  which  was,  that  we  found 
[cDoff  had  been  dangerously  wounded  at  Vit- 
via,  and  had  been  sent  from  thence  to  Scotland  to 
e  under  the  care  of  his  friends.  It  is  needless  now 
»  lay  how  bitterly  I  regretted  not  having  known 
lat  he  had  been  in  Vittoria;  and  independent 
f  selfish  views,  I  was  much  grieved  at  his  danger, 
i^iiting  to  Scotland  was  out  of  the  question,  as 
V)ft  probably  my  letter  would  fall  into  the  hands 
f  his  wife  or  uncle,  and  I  would  not  give  the 
UMisserton  the  triumph  of  knowing  my  fallen 
(Atones.  All  this,  by  irritating  my  temper  in- 
^teed  my  abhorrence  of  Lord  Beletrieve,  and  I 
KMight  that  there  was  no  extremity  which  could 
mpt  me  to  bear  him  again  in  my  presence, 
las !  a  power  stronger  than  my  wiU  ruled  over 
y  destiny. 

Hopeless  of  assistance  from  McDuff,  I  became 
Die  desponding  than  ever.  At  this  period, 
len^s  husband,  who  had  been  absent  on  duty, 
tamed.  At  first,  I  perceived  an  alteration  for 
t  better  in  his  manner,  for  though  he  could  not 
ereome  his  savage  rudeness,  still,  in  his  uncouth 
7  he  tried  to  be  civil — but  this  was  of  short 
ation,  for,  as  I  have  since  had  reason  to  believe, 
was  won  over  to  Lord  Beletrieve's  interest,  and 
iitaiitly  of  an  evening  returned  to  the  cottage, 
MDiMnied  by  his  Lordship,  and  then  on  some 
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pretence  retired,  leaving  u®  togetlier.  TKi  fir. 
tiyely  infuriated  me^  and  I  did  not  liailiBli 
accuse  Lord  Beletrieve  af  meantieaa  in  lugiii 
a  vulgar  tool  to  persecute  and  inndfi  a  hd^ 
afflicted  woman. 

And  no\\%  Frevillej  I  come  to  tlie  s^sngeilp''^ 
of  my  story.     How  it  came  to  pass  I  biovi^ 
but  so  it  was,  that  his  Lordship  became  »o  itticW 
to  me  that,  after  all  his  rain  boastiDg  and  uJ^ 
genee  in  liis  cosmopolite  philosophy,  he  offiefe^^ 
bind  himself  in  the  most  solemn  or  Icffi  maamt 
in  the  event  of  the  McMisserton^s  death,  to  lik 
his   fate  to  mine  by  marriage,  but  I  sooti^ 
and  positively  rejected  the  offer.     He  was  ^ 
however^  easily  put  off  from  any  poimit,  and  i 
tifying  as  some  might  conceive  it  to  be  to  if  i 
vanity,  I  really  believe  his  p^vevemuoe  pvoetfhi 
as  much  from  a  resolve  not  to  be  defeated,  iil 
regard.     It  would  be  tedious  to  enter  jBfeo  adittl| 
of  all  our  interviews  and  qoamla— far  tt»  ^j 
tiiey  actually  amounted«^one  iliiiig  I  must  id  jo^j 
tice  say,  he  scarcely  ever  foigot  tlie  polish  ol  ^\ 
high-bred  gentleman,  while  I  fear  anger  afteaMj 
me  not  to  remember  the  politeaesa  of  the  lidy- 

Thougli  but  a  fortnight  con&iedj  EUen  wiii 
enough    to   accompany    her    husband,  wl 
orders  to  join  his  corpi,  and  this  step  i 
more  necessary  as  some  French  scouti  had  beefl  | 
discovered  reconnoitring  the  imme<&^  n^^i 
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hood  of  the  hamlet.  On  this  occasion,  the 
ant  acted  towards  me  like  a  perfect  ruffian, 
ently  proposing  that  at  all  risks  I  should  con- 
J  with  his  t>vo  elder  children  in  the  hamlet,  as 
ould  not  be  encumbered  witli  so  much  heavy 
ige;  and  when  I  refused  to  submit  to  such  a 
}tism  and  danger,  he  swore  that  I  should  not 
Dpany  him.  Terrified  at  the  thought  of 
;  left  vrithout  means  or  protection,  in  the 
t  of  the  Pyrenees,  and  with  people  to  whose 
language  I  was  a  stranger,  and  suspecting  that 
Beletrieve  had  used  his  influence  to  have 
lus  driven  to  extremity,  I  sent  to  request  his 
nee.  He  instantly  obeyed,  no  doubt  expect- 
n  my  part  some  concession ;  but  after  repre- 
ig  to  him  the  cruelty  of  exposing  me  to  such 
ition,  I  vehemently  declared  that  I  would  cast 
[f  into  the  lake  sooner  than  listen  to  him  fur- 
Neitlier  my  accusation  nor  threat  seemed 
BCt  him,  though  he  coolly  denied  the  first  and 
»i  the  latter;  however,  I  so  far  succeeded  as 
tain  permission  to  accompany  Ellen,  and  on 
>lIowing  day  quitted  the  hamlet,  without,  I 
not  say,  so  much  as  bidding  his  Lordship 

►w  little  in  the  days  of  our  pride  and  prospe- 
am  we  comprehend  the  vicissitudes  which 
iwait  us,  or  the  strength  which  we  acquire 
circumstances  to  support  hardships  and  evils. 


were  t^ 
had  th( 
ported 
drew  m 
24th,  E 
for  the 
your  her 

liear  the 
The&ct 
she  Wed 
quivered 
Howard  p 
interest—: 
—for,  the 
and  thoug 
Dient  is  e 
sprung  the 


THS  DSEBHUR8T8.  17 


CHAPTER  II. 

tN  after  this  we  left  the  Pyrenees,  and  set  oflF 
r  way  to  Alicant,  where  the  regiment  to 
EUen^s  husband  belonged  was  stationed.  I 
here  observe,  though  totally  unacquainted 
nilitary  matters,  and  all  connected  with  the 
Kcept  just  the  scenes  which  passed  under  my 
ation,  that  from  the  indulgence  he  received, 
I  being  so  frequently  sent  to  different  quarters, 
igly  suspected  that  Ellen's  husband  was  em- 

as  a  spy  or  scout;  however,  this  is  merely 
ture.  At  Pampeluna  he  procured  a  com- 
e  carriage,  which  had  belonged  to  a  French 

in  Soult's  army;  and  which,  with  other 
le  luggage,  had  been  seized  when  that 
I  made  his  retreat;  he  also  obtained  some 
I  and  dried  provisions.  This  added  much 
comforts,  so,  careftdly  avoiding  the  stations 
ed  by  the  French,  we  reached  Alicant  in 


crowaea  iiiiii:  rue  oest  loaging 
procure  Cv)nsislcd  of  a  couple  o 
rendLTcd  more  impure  by  beiiij 
town^  and  not  exposed  to  the 
was  now  inured  to  hardshipSj  i 
a  sigh  at  the  poverty  and  inoa 
I  was  subjected. 

But  now  a  heavier  afflictio 
one  which  was  the  prelude  to  i 
owing  to  our  confined  lodgin 
climate,  or  the  fatigues  of  he 
after  her  confinement,  poor  £1 
fever.  Tliis  deprived  her  babe 
it  sickened,  and  died ;  grief  in 
order,  and  in  two  days  she  fcdk 
My  regret  for  her  loss  was  aiiiG 
roused  from  its  indulgence  bjr  1 
who,  in  his  blufiT  manner,  toll 
now  do  fur  myself,  as  he  was  g 
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Etmge  land;  with  scarcely  the  means  of  existence^ 
all  belonging  to  Ellen  was  of  course  taken 
y;  and  the  few  valuables  I  possessed  at  d'Es- 
rille's  death  I  had  parted  with  at  Burgos, 
"he  people  at  whose  house  I  lodged  were  small 
ers  in  wine  and  fruity  and  their  house  in  the 
dngs  was  one  of  entertainment.  There  were 
or  three  pretty  girls  in  the  family;  and  these, 
the  generality  of  the  Valencians,  were  gentle 
pleasing  in  their  manners,  and  I  strove  to  win 
p  affections;  but  they  possessed  none  even  for 
•  other;  gay,  light,  and  capricious,  they  thought 
othing  but  pleasure,  ever  changing  its  object: 
I  so«n  found  they  could  be  vindictive;  for, 
ided  at  my  refusal  to  join  in  their  revels,  even 
gh  I  imputed  my  seclusion  to  grief  for  Ellen, 
ately  dead,  they  began  to  regard  me  with 
ke  and  suspicion ;  treated  me  with  neglect, 
ging  exorbitantly  for  the  meanest  provisions, 
rceived,  too,  that  considering  me  as  a  reproach 
leir  levity,  they  were  solicitous  to  banish  me 
.  their  house,  though  I  had  paid  in  advance  for 
edgings,  and  I  was  aware  of  owing  my  safety 
beir  dread  of  the  British,  who,  not  knowing 
liendlessness,  they  apprehended  might  resent 
injury  done  to  me.  Indeed,  nothing  could 
ed  the  sentiment  of  hatred  entertained  by  the 
Qcians  and  other  Spaniards  towards  the  Eng- 
Obliged  by  circumstances  to  receive  them 


m  allies  and  friends  into  the  voy  h^il  d 
omntry,  they  riewed  them  with  ptJamfwd 
pidon:  peradventiire  the  wmr  had  Left  theai 
chmce  of  evils.  True,  th^^  preferred  the  E 
to  the  Frencli;  but  they  bitterly  ctused  thi 
thai  subjected  them  to  the  eneraadnw 
cstber. 

Now  ind^  1  was  desolate:  at  Bur^  ll 
CvitiUan  widow  was  Mendly  and  eoosdcfil 
I  had  the  means  of  fewarding  her  -^  then  EQi 
my  countrywoman^  (oh,  tu  a  foreiga  laiid,  > 
Tolume  of  affection  that  lerm  esEpresaaQ 
thoagh  I  knew  not  ber  fiiU  vsiim  tiQ  A 
goDe^  still  I  had  felt  her  prei^encc  a.i  a  ii 
find  support;  but  at  Alicant  I  was  surnKfld 
enemies,  and  £rom  very  fear  obliged  to  ^ 
self  up  in  my  unwholesome  garret,  wo  lat( 
scene  of  death^  and  when  nature  required  i 
to  steal  timidly  fbrtli  in  ques/t  of  noatitt 
Could  any  one  who  had  known  oie  in  thai 
my  proeperitYj  when  eruwds  of  tjie  gimt 
delighted  to  pay  me  adtdatioii^  what  a  aal 
of  hmnan  \  idssitudeft  mi^it  hmre  hem  i 
Hiere  I  lemzuned  for  hour?  at  my  lofid] 
ment,  looking  out  upon  iht  briUiatit  •oeaa 
In  Burgos^  the  campaign  had  assumed  Be{ 
wildest  horrors;  but  in  Alieantt  it  appeaifdj 
the  pomp  and  pride  of  dneutmttanoe.  *I%a  I 
iugs  were  u&hered  ki  hy  bands  of  martial  i 
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1  Ae  evenings  generally  closed  with  softer 
Mores;  then^  riding  about  in  the  fall  panoply 
wwv  and  in  their  various  uniforms,  were  to  be 
m  Ae  British,  the  Spanish,  and  the  civilian 
iky,  also  the  newly-raised  forces  from  the 
baric  Islands,  while  the  streets  were  crowded 
peasantry  from  the  different  provinces,  each 
i  in  their  peculiar  costume,  and,  again,  among 
■e  mingled  the  dark-robed  priests;  in  short, 
r  whole  bore  the  appearance  of  a  splendid  mas- 
trade,  and  looked  more  like  the  celebration  of  a 
f'tamival  than  preparations  for  the  deadly  work 
eanquest.  There  I  sat,  gazing  down  on  the 
lint  show,  my  loneliness  embittered  by  the 
iwledge,  that  among  the  concourse  were  hun- 
ris  of  my  countrymen:  yet  to  all  I  was  a 
ftager — ^none  even  recognized  my  existence. 
D^Iy  my  small  stock  of  clothes  was  diminishing, 
if  as  the  Valencians  are  a  very  indxLstrious  race, 
Ipplfied  to  the  people  with  whom  I  lodged  to  ob- 
b  me  some  work;  but  they  refused,  remarking 
j^  as  soon  as  the  month  for  which  I  had  engaged 
eir  rooms  expired,  I  should  quit  their  house. 
Ss  embarrassed  me  greatly,  as  it  wanted  but  a 
r  days.  At  this  period,  to  my  surprise,  I  re- 
iip^  a  letter  from  Lord  Beletrieve,  written  with 
-Ae  cool  calculating  heartlessness  which  had 
liliiarked  his  address :  he  said,  having  understood 
It  I.  wa»  proceeding  to  Alicant,  he  had  followed 
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me  there,  though  by  shorter  stages  thanmy  mUv- 
guide  had  taken;  he  then,  after  expatutii^  oh' 
the  misery  likely  to  result  from  the  pontion* 
which  I  was  placed,  renewed  his  ofifen  of  inai  i 
ship  and  assistance.    This  address  roused  not  oii^ 
my  indignation,  but  resentment,  for  I  fsDoA  b 
had  instigated  Ellen's  husband  to  act  cruelly;  Wl 
was  not  so,  for  I  aften^^ards  found  Lord  Bddneie  fr 
was  even  ignorant  of  her  death.    Resdved  flat  *  V 
distress  should  tempt  me  further  to  degndeflf"  V 
self,  I  did  not  deign  to  write  an  answer»  baft  i^ 
turned  his  letter  \mder  cover.    All  tliese 
stances  ener\'ated  me,  and  what  with  the 
air  and  bad  diet,  I  felt  that  my  health  w« 
and  though  I  would  gladly  ha^e  laid  dom  At 
burthen  of  life,  still  I  shuddered  at 
those  who  perfectly  abhorred  me.   I 
likewise,  to  escape  Lord  Bdetri^e's 
not  from  any  apprehension  that  he  eoold  evcrl^ 
duce  me  to  accept  his  proffered 
I    considered  impossible,  but  I   antiriiwlwl  Hi 
visiting  me;  and  then  the 
sarcastic  Yalencians,  which  I  kneir 
Provoked — disgusted  with  them  aD,  I 
making  some  effort  to  escape. 

It  was  late  in  the  aftemooD, 
myself  up,  and  taking  in  a  small 
I  still  possessed,  I  stole  quiedj 
resolved,  if  I  could  possibly 
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turn;  and  as  I  had  paid  in  advance^  there 
no   dishonour    in   thus   absconding.      I   di- 
ed my  steps  towards  a   suburb   immediately 
the  coast;   it  was  the  most  ancient  part  of 
.  town^  and  on  our  first   arrival    at  Alicant^ 
len's  husband  had  tried  to  procure  accommo- 
ition  there,  but  had  failed.     The  day  had  been 
ery  sultry,  but  the  evening  air  blew  freshly  over 
be  sea,  and  as  the  breeze  cooled  my  burning  tem- 
ples, I  felt  refreshed,  and  a  sense  of  pleasxu'e  stole 
•rer  my  frame.    To  enjoy  it  more  fully  I  crept 
down  beneath  the  shelter  of  a  lowly  cliff,  and  from 
•nere  exhaustion  fell  asleep.     I  must  have  slept  a 
eonple  of  hours,  for  the  night  had  closed  in,  when 
weak  and  unrefreshed,  and  with  a  sense  of  shiver- 
hig,[I  started  up  and  prepared  to  depart, — ^but 
where  was  I  to  go  ?     It  was  a  fearful  question.     It 
was  too  late  to  seek  another  lodging ;  and  would 
vthe  people  with  whom  I  lived  again  admit  me  at 
that  hour?     Freville,  man's  more  independent 
and  sterner  nature  cannot  even  comprehend  my 
desolation  as  I  tottered  forward,  feeling  that  my 
trembling  limbs  could  bear  me  no  further!     There 
^  was  no  moon,  but  the  twilight  shed  sufficient  light 
to  show  surrounding  objects. 
.  Calm  as  a  lake  lay  the  blue  waters  of  the  Medi- 
lenranean,  its  broad  waves  scarcely  disturbing  the 
^ :  jepose.     From  above  were  heard  the  varied  noises 
;  of  the  town^  enlivened  by  bands  of  martial  music ; 
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and  as  these  sounds  died  away^  softff  acleii  i^ 
compaiiied  by  the  splashing  of  oars, 
the  air^  and  as  I  looked  wildly  amond, 
the  vistas  of  the  trees^  I  every  now  md  tia 
perceived  groups  of  gaily-dressed  serenadeiipfr 
ing  by  in  merry  mood.     It  seemed  itiinge  Art 
misery  great  as  mine  could  exist  in  &  aoenfi  ofinfc 
love lin ess ;  clasping  my  hands  I   sobbed  ikn^ 
muttering,  ^'  Do  I  indeed  stand  alone  in  tUiiili 
world  ?     Must  [  degrade  my  nature  to  die  htet 
state^  or  perish  for  want  ?^     I  adranoed  to  fli 
very  edge  of  the  rock, — ^I  looked  wiatfiilly  ion 
on  the  sea;  the  temptation  wai  strongi  bnitalff 
thoughts  pressed  on  my  soul;  I  fcQ  on  my  liw 
exclaiming,  "^Almighty  Gfod,  do  not  desert  nek 
this  hour ;  1  am  dying,  and  wtthoat  aa  i 
ble  crime^  a  few  days^  and  this  t^rible  i 
will   be  over!'^     There  was  a  bknqg 
thought     I  rose  from  the  grotind.    In  di 
I  staggered,  and  my  parcel  £U]^g  dovit, 
into  the  water ; — it  was  my  last 
I  uttered  a  loud  cry  ^  at  the  wiie  iiBtitiE  ii 
English  officer  who  had  been  watdmig  on  ^ 
shore  for  the  retm-n  of  some  bosting  jmrty/alimP 
at  ray  scream  rushed  forward^  grasped  my  irtl  - 
and  criedj  "  Unfortunate  womAn,  what  have  J**^ 
done  ?"     I   made  no  reply,  bot  pointed  Iftiy 
floating  parcel  j  he  sprung  ^iwn   the 
with  the  point  of  his  sword  drew  it  ft 


»omcea  m^ 
the  d^i^l^ 
fomni^^" 
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l)rinj:in:;  it  back  said,  "And  was  it  for  tliis  you 
uttered  that  cry  ? — I  feared  something  much 
worse.''  I  attempted  to  thank  Jiim,  but  tears 
choked  my  utterance.  He  seemed  affected,  and 
in  kindly  accents  said,  "  My  poor  woman,  you 
had  better  go  home  to  your  friends ;  soon,  and 
this  place  will  be  crowded  ^rith  a  party  returning 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Murcia ;  hero,  I  liope 
this  may  be  of  assistance  to  you ;"  and  he  liandcd 
me  a  doubloon. 

"  Generous  stranger,"  I  exclaimed,  "  I  Jiave 
no  home,  no  friends,  but  I  am  near  unto  death ; 
in  charity  then  assist  me  to  some  cave  or  nook  in 
the  rocks,  and  let  me  depart  in  peace ;  and  so  may 
God  assist  you  in  the  hour  of  need !'' 

He  stooped  over  me,  for  I  had  sunk  l^ack  against 
the  cliff,  and  in  gentle  accents  replied,  ^'An 
Englishwoman,  and  in  this  distress !  and  your 
voice  seems  familiar  to  my  ears, — but  tliat  must 
be  fancy."  He  sighed  deeply.  "  What  can  I  do 
to  assist,  to  relieve  you  ?  Surely  some  relatives  or 
friends  must  have  accompanied  you  to  Spain,  and 
whatever  disunion  may  have  arisen  to  place  you 
in  this  extremity,  in  the  name  of  Heaven  let  me 
conduct  you  back  to  them ;  you  know  not  the 
dangers  that  encompass  you  here." 

I  was  so  faint  as  to  1)e  scarcely  able  to  speak, 
but  by  an  effort,  and  in  broken  accents  I  replied, 
*^  I  lost  my  protector  at  the  siege  of  Burgos ; — 

VOL.    III.  C 
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since  then  a  country-woman  who  befriended  me 
lias  died.  I  am  now  quite  desolate,  reduced  to 
the  last  extrennty  by  poverty  and  illness." 

'•  Lady/'  he  answered,  '*'  for  sucJi  your  langua^ 
proves  you  to  be,  think  mc  not  ]mi)eTtinent,  bull 
would  wiHini:,dy  scnc  you ;  in  a  foreign  land  yw 
have  an  undeniable  claim  on  your  countrymen; 
treat  me  then  with  candour,  and  tell  me,  if  your 
husband  perished  in  battle,  why  did  not  his  bro- 
ther officers  step  forward  to  assist  you  ?  Not  to 
speak  of  humanity  you  have  just  claims " 

^^  No,  no,"  I  rejoined,  "  I  haveno  legal  claims. 
I  quitted  the  pale  of  society;  Captain  d'Eston- 
ville  Howard  was  my  protector,  not  hus1>and ;  go, 
then,  go !  and  let  me  die  in  peace  !  It  is  my  last 
resource.""     As  I  spoke  I  waved  him  off. 

I  felt  him  tremble  with  emotion  as  in  hasty 
accents  he  said,  "  My  heart  cannot  be  mistaken, 
and  yet,  O  God,  surely  it  cannot  be  Aigline  Ten- 
nant  whom  I  find  in  such  extremity !" 

Tlic  sound  of  my  own  name,  tenderly  pro- 
nounced, affected  mc  deeply ;  drawing  the  mantilla 
closer  to  my  face  I  wept  aloud,  and  in  quivering 
accents  inquired,  '^  Who  still  deigns  to  remember 
the  existence  of  one  so  lost  ? '' 

He  answered  with  energy,  "  Not  lost,  deareit 
Aigline,  though  you  may  have  been  misled;  and 
he  who  now  addresses  you  is  Charles  Mellish,  the 
playfeUow,  companion,  friend,  of  your  early  dap; 
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Deed  I  remind  you  of  the  years  of  kindness  i  owe 
to  your  departed  parents,  the  friendship  of  your 
brother  George,  which  has  never  known  diminu- 
tion ?  Oh^  Aigline,  can  the  days  of  happiness, 
experienced  in  Glanmire  Villa,  your  joyous  hos- 
pitable home,  ever  be  forgotten !  In  this  foreign 
Land,  then,  view  me  not  only  in  the  light  of  a 
devoted  brother,  but  as  one  who  would  gladly  pay 
back  the  meed  of  gratitude  for  past  kindness  and 
friendship/^ 

I  reaehed  out  my  hand  saying,  ^^  Charles  Mel- 
lish^  this  meeting  is  most  fortunate ;  should  I  live 
you  shall  learn  the  particulars  of  the  misery  in 
which  you  find  me;  but  indeed  J  am  very  ill; 
lead  me  where  you  will  for  shelter ;  I  know  I  can 
depend  upon  you  as  on  George,  whom  I  never 
against  expect  to  see.'' 

Ere  he  stooped  to  raise  me  he  drew  his  sword, 
saying,  "  Aigline,  this  was  your  father's  gift,  sent 
with  the  kind  wish  that  it  might  carve  my  way  to 
honour  and  promotion.  I  swear  on  it  never  to 
betray  your  confidence ;  if  I  should,  may  its  point 
be  dyed  in  my  heart's  best  blood,''  and  he  pressed 
his  lips  to  the  blade.  '^  It  needeth  not,"  I  would 
have  said,  but  agitation  overcame  me,  and,  though 
not  insensible,  I  lay  helpless  on  the  earth. 

Freville,  the  events  I  have  heretofore  related 
however  unfortunate,  seem  but  the  natural  results 
of  my  indiscretion ;  but  I  come  now  to  speak  of  an 

c2 
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act  to  whose  true  cause  few,  if  any,  will  yield  thevt 
credit,  and  yet  it  sprang  from  an  exalted  thougl^ 
most  mistaken  sentiment.     However,  it  brougl^^ 
its  punishment,  for  he  for  whom  the  sacrifice Var^ 
made  despised,  abhorred  me, — and  justly. 

When  I  had  in  part  recovered  it  was  with  diffi-*'^ 
culty  that  Mellish  supported  me  to  a  retired  nool^^ 
that   lay   between   two   low  rocks,  requesting  C-^ 
would  try  and  compose  myself  until  he  obtained    - 
assistance.      He   then    retired,   and  in  about  a   - 
quarter  of  an  hour  came  back,  accompanied  by 
an  elderly  woman  of  respectable  appearance ;  he 
also  brought  a  flask  of  the  iidne  called  vino  iento, 
which  the  Valcncians  consider  so  good  for  invalids. 
After  malvini^  me  swallow  a  few  drops,  and  seein? 
my  head  resting  on  tlie  woman's  knee,  he  again 
left  me  in  quest  of  a  lodging.    Had  I  been  capable 
of  consideration  at  the  time,  I  must  have  guessed 
that  he  found  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  one, 
but  happily  I  was  scarcely  sensible ;  three  more 
hours  and  the  morning  began  to  dawn,  when  he 
returned  accompanied  by  two  men,  and  I  was  care* 
fully  conveyed  down  to  the  water's  edge  and  rowed 
over  to  a  noble-looking  residence,  about  half  > 
league  from  the  town.     It  was  a  perfect  paradisei 
surrounded  by  all  the  balmy  luxuries  of  Spain's 
glowing  clime.     I  afterwards  learned  that  it  b^ 
longed   to   a   Hidalgo,  who,   being  suspected  of 
favouring  the  French  party,  on  the  snooess  of  the 
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was  obliged  to  fly:  his  lady,  who  re- 
had  offered  it  at  a  high  price  to  the  allied 
t  it  was  considered  inconveDiently  distant 
i  fortress,  so  they  declined  its  purchase, 
ellish  chanced  to  hear  this,  and  finding 
isible  on  the  instant  to  obtain  another 
and  being  nearly  distracted  at  leaving  me 
vas  suffering  from  illness  and  exposed  to 
t  air,  he  hired  it  for  the  space  of  a  month 
orbitant  price — ^for  the  Donna  to  whom 
;ed  refused  to  let  it  for  a  shorter  period. 
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CHAPTER  IIL 


For  the  next  week  I  continiied  < 
during  which  time  the  best  medical 
among  the  British  in  Alicant,  also  a  Spanidi  {If- 
sician  of  eminence  who  reuded  there^  attaidcd 
me^  and  as  my  health  returned  every  ddiGKf  tM 
procured  to  tempt  my  appetite.  My  wardrobe  if 
not  extravagantly,  was  elegantly  snpplied^  and  a 
Spanish  and  an  English  woman  were  engaged  to 
wait  my  commands ;  and^  as  I  was  ordered  to  In 
constantly  in  the  air^  a  carriage  and  a  boat  vm 
always  in  readiness.  This  noble  Mdlialiy  ior  I 
must  and  will  call  him  so^  FreriDei  to  aH  tte 
generosity  of  his  country  added  ifei 
imprudence.     Alas !  how  inacnitabie  age 


tinies  when  to  such  friendship  I  owed  my  gretteit 
sorrow;  and,  after  all  the  poverty  I  had  witnessed, 
and  my  knowledge  of  d*Eston>'iU€'!i  inrol^ 
ments  on  my  account,  how  inexcusable  wss  mf 
dulness,  if  I  shall  not  ratlier  call  it  selfishness  ia 
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^^^t  inquiring  into  the  means  by  which  such  ex- 
I^^aise  was  supported.  I  can  only  plead  that  I  was 
^^^rcely  recovering  from  my  illness  when  the 
^"Ijole  truth  came  to  my  knowledge. 

About  a  fortnight  had  passed  since  the  night 
^^ellish  first  discovered  me,  and  I  was  able  to  sit 
^^  the  principal  saloon.     It  was  a  superb  apart- 
ment hung  with  Venetian  mirrors  and  some  fine 
Vcdntings  by  Velasquez  and  Murillo;  and  the  lat- 
tices, which  opened  to  the  sea,  were  shaded  by 
draperies  of  the  richest  silk,  and  all  in  the  palace 
Was  in  keeping  with. this  magnificence;   and,  at 
length,  I  was  led  to  reflect  how  Mellish  could 
afford  all  this,   and  resolved  to  inquire  whether 
any  favourable  change  had  taken  place  in  his  cir- 
cumstances.   I  knew,  by  experience,  that  at  the 
period  every  thing  in  Alicant  was  extremely  dear, 
.    and  watched  for  an  opportunity  to  address  him  on 
the  subject.     This  was  attended  with  more  diffi- 
culty than  could  be  supposed,  for,  while  during  my 
illness  he  had  been  all  attention  and  anxiety,  he 
now  rarely  visited  me  more  than  twice  a  week, 
and  then  appeared  confused  and  in  a  hurry.     It 
would  be  coquetry  to  deny  that  I  suspected  this 
apparent  inconsistency  resulted  from  renewed  love: 
that  the  love  that  from  boyhood  he  had  expe- 
rienced for  me  was  revived,  and  every  principle  of 
honour  and  prudence  influenced  him  to  struggle 
against  it;  as  to  me,  independent  of  my  still  exist- 
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ing  union  with  the  McMisserton,  my  ill  d 
love  was  buried  with  d'Estonville,  and  witboui 
atterapting  to  penetrate  Mellish's  sentiments  1 
EToided  music  and  every  subject  likely  lo  lendei 
me  more  attractiTe. 

Another  week  passed  on,  and  I  observed  Mel- 
lish  appeared  tliin^  and  so  depressed,  that  he  would 
fiit  for  hours  in  my  apartment,  scarcely  opening 
his  Ups,  and  when  addressed^  was  ab^nt  and  db- 
tant.  Sometimes^  when  roused  to  conscioasnfsi 
by  my  observation,  he  laughed  at  his  own  him- 
ders,  but  more  generally  staitlng  up,  would  male 
a  hurried  apology  and  hasten  away,  and  peihapi 
not  return  for  a  couple  of  days,  Tlus  grieved  mfi 
the  more  deeply^  because  he  daily  expected  orders 
to  join  the  forces  lying  before  St*  Sebastian;  and 
report,  if  possible,  exaggerated  the  dreadful  coatat 
likely  to  ensue.  These  rumours  not  only  awakemed 
my  memory  of  the  fatal  siege  of  Burgos,  but  filtel 
me  with  alarm  lest  the  gallant  youth,  who  thoa|ii 
far  less  dear  than  had  been  d'EstonTiHe^  was 
still  equally  kind  and  more  disinterestedly  gene- 
rous, should  meet  the  same  sad  fatei  and  my  hcaldii 
scarcely  renovated,  again  faded  before  this  tmk 
anxiety,  which  engrossed  my  thoughts  and  itn* 
dered  me  less  assiduous  tlian  I  should  have  beei] 
in  inquhring  into  the  state  of  his  finances.  Inctep^ 
once  or  twice^  when  I  had  touched  on  the  subjei^ 
he  dehcately  eluded  it.      Such  was  the  state  of 
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things  when  I  received  an  account  that  Mellish's 
corps  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  St.  Sebastian. 
This  news  reached  me  on  the  morning  of  the  31st 
of  August,  and  I  ardently  longed  to  see  him  at 
once,  to  express  my  gratitude  for  the  protection 
he  had  so  liberally  granted,  and  next  to  consult 
him  as  to  where  I  should  go,  for  to  remain  in  the 
palace  in  which  he  had  placed  me  was  not  to  be 
thought  of;  and  on  the  other  hand  I  shuddered  at 
the  idea  of  being  again  left  desolate,  more  par- 
ticularly should  the  attack  on  St.  Sebastian  fail, 
that  fortress  being  a  place  of  such  importance,  it 
was  generally  supposed  that  its  conquest  would  in 
some  measure  prove  decisive  for  or  against  the 
sllied  army.  My  anxiety  at  this  period  about  my 
own  safety  illustrated  how  different  were  my  feel- 
ings from  those  I  experienced  when  d^Eston- 
ville  was  in  question. 

It  was  late  in  the  evening  when  Mellish  entered 
the  saloon,  where  I  somewhat  impatiently  watched 
for  him.  Three  days  had  elapsed  without  his 
either  calling  or  sending  to  inquire  after  me,  and 
this  last  neglect  was  so  unusual,  that  I  began  to 
apprehend  some  military  orders  had  compelled 
him  to  quit  Alicant  without  permitting  him  leisure 
even  to  bid  me  adieu ;  so,  on  now  seeing  him,  I 
bounded  forward  with  a  glow  of  pleasure,  but 
started  back  on  observing  his  countenance,  which 

c  3 
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was  perfectly  wild  and  ghastly,  and 
^  Good  heaven !  my  dear  MeUiah^  whit  en  kn 
happened?  you  look  ill — very  ill-— yoB  hsie boa 
in  batde— wounded/'  I  uttered  a  ay  n  I  aUel, 
^^  Must  all  I  love,  the  noblest,  die  best,  poiA  i^ 
this  inhuman  war  ?** 

In  a  moment  he  was  at  my  feet;  be  gnspedsf 
hands  in  his,  as  in  a  hoarse  voice  be  cried,  *^Ai|^ 
repeat  those  words ;  say  I  am  deir  to  yoo,  thi 
you  love  me,  that  you  will  moani  for  one  nho^ 
from  boyhood,  has  adored,  nay,  wordupped  yot; 
one  who  willingly  would  sustain  evefy  i 
for  your  sake.  Oh,  no,"  be  CTchmned, 
up  and  striking  his  forehead,  ^tbat  is  fidse;  vOf 
not  dishonour,  and  yet  I  hove  no  dioiee  1 
it  and  death ;''  and  he  was  rushing  fitom  i 
but  springing  after  him  I  caught  Us  aim,  ( 
ing,  ^^  Mellish,  compose  yoondf ;  jaa  me;  ff 
say,  what  can  have  occurred  so  tsnibb?  yonririH 
manner  alarms  me  beyond  mcawiie/'  As  I  wpi/h 
I  staggered  from  weakness  and  i 

"  Forgive  me,  Aigline,  fingive : 
I  may  now  call  you  so,  for  soon—bot  it 
not.''    Interrupting  him,  I  criedf  ^Ob,  '. 
some  affliction,  some  disgrace  bae  'MknoiiyMt 
in  pity's  sake  explain  yourself)  ao  i 
be  so  cruel  as  this  suspense; 
now  my  only  friend ;  will  you  ( 
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ness  you  have  shown  me  by  withdra¥ring  yout 
confidence  ?  it  b  most  ungenerous  ;'^  and  I  burst 
into  tears. 

Deeply  affected,  he  said,  ^^  Aigline,  I  am  to- 
night too  much  agitated  to  explain,  but  to-mor- 
row evening  you  shall  either  hear  from  or  see  me 
-—in  the  mean  time  compose  yourself,  and  if  you 
owe  me  any  kindness,  when  I  am  gone,  be  guided 
by  my  advice/' 

^^  To  what  advice  do  you  allude,  and  where  are 
you  going  P'  I  demanded  hastily. 

*^  We  are  ordered  to  St.  Sebastian — ^its  castle 
must  be  won,'*  he  answered ;  *^  on  the  matter  of 
my  advice  you  shall  hear  from  me;  and  now, 
Aigline,  farewell :  though  another  has  been  dearer 
to  you,  none  have  ever  loved  you  more  truly, 
more  madly,  than  Charles  Mellish.^*  He  pressed 
my  hands  convulsively  to  his  lips — to  his  bosom 
—then,  ere  I  could  reply,  rushed  from  the  house. 
A  moment,  and  I  heard  the  striking  of  his  oars 
under  my  lattice ;  I  flew  to  it,  waving  my  hand- 
kerchief for  him  to  return,  but  he  had  flung  him- 
self in  the  stem  of  his  boat,  and  with  his  head 
resting  on  his  breast,  did  not  even  see  me,  and  so 
we  parted.  Good  heaven !  little  did  he  anticipate 
to  what  misery  he  had  consigned  me. 

Mellish  gone,  I  remained  in  the  greatest  per- 
plexity, with  no  possible  clue  to  unravel  his  evident 
distress,  for  shut  up  in  the  palace  I  had  no  com- 
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munication  with  any  person.     I  hftve  brfoit  ob- 
served that  I  did  not  understand  tbe  Spamibli^ 
guage^  and  my  English  attendant,  though  i  ^ 
dier'^s  wife,  did  not  belong  to  Melliah's  oorpi;V^ 
afterwards  understood,  hoping  to  avoid  the  teoM 
of  supporting  me — ^for  he  well  knew  few  wodU^ 
justice  to  the  noble  modves  that  inflaenoed  bv 
conduct — he  had  surrounded  me  with  stnogsi* 
Vain  attempt  to  elude  observation !  but  fwr^ 
I  must  hasten  to  an  end.   Of  all  the  scenes inmf 
eventful  life,  I  can  least  endure  to  dwell  upondtf 
one  I  have  now  to  relate.    Alas !  even  to  i 
it  to  paper  covers  me  with  oonfaskm. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

the  clock  strike  ten^  but  I  was  too  sad 
ights^  and  there  I  sat  looking  out  on 
ch  was  lighted  up  by  the  harvest  moon. 
ige  superstition,  but  I  have  remarked 
additional  sorrow  to  me  always  comes 
)y  a  full  bright  moon,  so  with  a  sigh  at 
)rance, — for  at  the  moment  it  came 
ito  my  mind — I  was  going  to  retire 
)or  suddenly  opened,  and  through  the 
ht  I  saw  Lord  Beletrieve  enter,  I 
n  a  kind  of  terror,  exclaiming,  "Lord 
and  unannounced !    how  is  this,  or  am 

reived  nor  pleased,  Aigline,"  he  an- 
his  usual  air  of  gallantr}^  "  for  though 
irery  other  can  gain  an  interest  in  that 
rieve  sues  in  vain  for  even  the  simple 
titude  for  attentions  never  neglected, 
ipt  me  not,^^  he  added,  hastily,  for  I 
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attempted  to  speak,  ^^ even  as  I  bave  moel 
while  almost  in  ^-ant  of  the  neoesmim  oC  fib-ft 
life  scarcely  secure  among  the  low-liTedmfiEtiii 
Valencians  with  whom  you  readed— yoa  lin|^i% 
disdainfully  returned  my  letter^  not  efen  dBi|Ml| 
to  answer  it.    Was  that  well,  Aig^me}" 

"And  should  not  this,  my  Loid,^  I  mit 
proudly,  "  have  taught  you  to  shun,  not  poncA 
me?" 

"  Certainly,"  he  rejoined,  sarcasticidly;  •oB^l 
am  your  destiny — there  is  no  reouti 
of  fate." 

"  This  is  mockery,  my  Lord/'  I 
ately,  "to  dwell  upon  words  tpokm  qportifdf  tf 
a  weak  romantic  girl,  and  so  many  yon  nfli; 
really  it  is  quite  absurd/'  As  I  ultadi  Avi 
words  I  rose  haughtily  to  retins;  bot^ 
quitting  his  seat — for  he  had  sat  down ) 
at  the  lattice— he  replied, 

"As  you  will,  Aigline;  batereyoa< 
that  the  fate  of  Captain  MeUiafa,  iMyt  I ' 
lieve  his  life,  depends  upon 


"Captain  Mellish!"  I 
Lordship  mean  to  say  that  hu ; 
your  keeping?    Why,  you  mM 
mancy,"  and  I  uttered  a  bittar  iBn«44p#k  .re^ 

He  rejoined  in  hi^  usual  UmdMPHpiiiMiP* 
cromancy,  or  no  necromanpyy  l^/bfj^flntrl^ 
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lieve  to  be  the  case,  namely,  that  except  some 

^nauiediate  steps  to  prevent  it  be  taken,  ere  four- 

^nd-twenty  hours  elapse  Captain  MelUsh  will  have 

departed  this  li£e,  taking  out  his  quietus  by  firing 

^  pistol  through  his  brains ;  and  if  I  attended  on 

^  inquest,  my  unhesitating  verdict  should  be, 

bought  to  death  by  the  fascinations  of  the  lovely, 

^resistible,  but  ill-omened  Aigline  McMisserton, 

alias  Tennent,^^  and  he  gave  his  pallid  smile  and 

shrug. 

Though  my  very  pulses  throbbed  with  terror  as 
I  listened  to  his  words,  which  so  fearfully  ac- 
counted for  poor  Mellish*s  recent  agitation,  I  com- 
manded myself  so  far  as  to  say,  though  my  accents 
were  scarcely  intelligible,  "  Lord  Beletrieve,  it  is 
very  unkind  of  you  to  terrify  me  in  this  manner. 
If  I  have  offended,  pray  excuse  me ;  and  do  not 
put  me  to  the  torture  by  these  ambiguous  hints/^ 
.  ^  Ah  !'^  he  exclaimed,  with  vivacity,^*  Love,  who 
tames  lions,  and  guides  them  by  silken  reins,  has 
at  length  subdued  Aigline  Tennent'^s  haughty  tem- 
per, and  she  deigns  to  apologise  to  Lord  Beletrieve 
for  constant  repulses  and  unwonted  rudeness/' 
As  he  said  these  words,  his  pallid  countenance,  on 
which  the  moonbeams  played,  looked  perfectly 
demoniacal.  Terrified,  miserable,  I  sank  on  my 
seat  unable  to  answer.  After  a  time,  he  rose  with 
his  usual  air  of  calm  dignity,  saying,  '^  I  shall  now 
bid  you  good  night;  one  good  at  least  must  result 
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from  my  visit ;  it  will  prei)are  yott  ft»  the  AodLf' 
Captain  Mellish^s  death  or  difl^aoe,  vludKnrrf 
the  two  may  happen," 

Springing  up,  I  catigbt  Mm  l^t^  am  ■! ! 
exclaimed,  "  You  but  mock  me ;  tf  ytm  iiwH#  ' 
snch  an  event  probable^  nay  possible^  pu  eodi 
not  be  so  composed  i  speak,  my  Lord,  andm&isn 
my  anxiety." 

He  looked  full  in  toy  face,  and  tlieii  trtnnifiit 

natural  but  sarcastic  laugh,  ere  he  wtM,  ^Ujim 

little  girl,  you  are  the  greatest  visionary  I  eta  vA 

T^'hy,  what  is  it  to  me  if  Capbdn  Mdlish  aod  !■ 

whole  corps  are  shot,  or  shoot  tiiemselves,  kin 

morning  ? — I  must  be  very  philanthropic  indcei 

to  trouble  niy  self  on  the  occasioiij  and  pbikntkoff 

is  by  no  means  a  feature  in  my  dtaamci 

more,  my  pretty  Aigline,  all  senaative  as  voa  1 

others  to  be,  I  wot  if  this  Captain  Mellish  ^ 

not  engaged  in  the  fray,  you  would  sl^p  s&aix 

even  while   the   attack  on  Saint  Sebastian 

being  made,  though  without  any  pvescieiicei  fOfi" 

and  all  must  know,  that  probably  to  its  conquer 

a  thousand  lives  will  be  sacrifioei     Bali!  I  cajai 

here  to  entertain  myself,  and  by  fooleries  to  diTtrt 

my  mind  from  serious  thoughts^  which  only  dint 

to  awaken  contempt  for  my  own  nature,  withoat 

the  power  of  changing  or  improving  iU     So  good 

night.      Should  Mellish  perisli  —  wdk'*— As  6^ 

apoke  he  advanced  towards  the  door* 
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Following  liiin   I  exclaimed,  '•  Oh,  my  Lord, 
let  me  entreat  you  not  to  leave  me  in  this  fright- 
ful suspense.     I  know  something  has  agitated  Cap- 
tain Mellish ;  in  mercy  explain  the  cause/' 

^  You  love  this  man  to  distraction/'  he  bitterly 
l^etorted,  casting  on  me  a  look  of  scorn,  ^^  you  are 
>H>t  the  devoted  being  I  fancied.  Captain  d'Es- 
tonville  Howard  is  already  forgotten.  Bah !  with 
my  experience  how  could  I  delude  myself  into 
thinking  one  of  your  sex  could  be  devoted?*' 

"No,  no,"  I  answered,  *M'Estonville  Howard 
never  can  be  forgotten ;  but  this  matters  not  now. 
I  call  Heaven  to  witness  Mellish  is  not  my  lover. 
Since  we  met  in  Spain  a  word  of  compliment  to 
me^  not  to  say  tenderness,  has  never  passed  his 
lips.  Know,  Lord  Beletrieve,"  I  added  impres- 
sively,  '^  he  was  the  companion  of  my  childhood^ 
domesticated  in  my  father''s  house,  is  the  friend  of 
my  absent  brother.  When  my  soul  was  pure  he 
knelt  by  my  side  in  prayer,  and  those  memories 
win  from  him  that  respect  which  my  unhappy  fate 
has  caused  me  to  forfeit  from  others."  I  paused, 
and  burying  my  face  in  my  hands  wept  bitterly. 

^  Can  this  be  true  ?"  he  demanded,  in  a  tone  of 
unusual  kindness;  "  I  thought  that  with  the  change 
of  manners  the  spirit  of  chivalry  had  passed  away; 
if  but  for  the  novelty,  it  were  pleasant  to  see  it 
revived." 

"  My  Lord,  it  is  most  true;  and,  beUeve  me. 
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prevalent  as  is  the  power  of  niij  thse  ii  fA 
mobh  virtue  and  goodness  to  be  met/* 

**  No  sermon  to  me,  Aigline;  I  hate  waAfni 
nonsense/'  he  exclaimed  quiddy;  ^boitfysi 
would  have  me  stay,  and  put  youmtiievqr^ 
seeing  Captain  Mellish,  why  we  miMt  dttogidft- 
racters ; — to  make  use  of  an  Iziah  pluail^  joi 
must  be  the  coaxer.  I  have  flaltaradymlvi 
enough,  and  without  success;  npw  I  BUit  k 
flattered,  simply  because  in  the 
the  power  lies  with  me.  Yoa' 
have  the  ride  are  great  tyrants;  we  moitftit 
more  generous.*' 

^*  What  am  I  to  do?"  I  cried, 
rupting  him. 

^  Just  condescend  to  use  i 
wiles, — no  need  of  teachings 
them  instinctively ;  like  the  i 
terfly,  they  serve  to  feel  your  wqr  to 
and  when  judiciously  wielded 
ful  than  the  more  masculine  ^ 
broadsword,"  and  he  gave  his  i 

"This  is  extreme  cruelty,*'  I  cried^  "toaw* 
my  anxiety;  my  Lord,  explain  yoursdf ;  what  Ai 
you  require  of  me  ?" 

"I  perceive  you  refuse  to  humour  my  JoBf/ 
he  said,  coldly,  "consequently  my  slay  bmt  « 
useless.  Good  night,  fair  lady ;  you  viU  M^ 
repent  your  obduracy/* 


offlfel* 
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And  lie  was  going,  when  I  exclaimed,  "  If  your 
X^rdship  promises  to  tell  me  the  exact  truth,  I 
^lall  obey  your  wishes  in  this  foolish  frolic/' 

His  brow  darkened^  he  cast  on  me  that  look  of 
^rithering  scorn  which  rendered  his  cold  bloodless 
countenance  almost  terrible.  Perhaps  he  was 
aware  of  this,  for  he  seldom  indulged  his  anger. 
Now  turning  towards  me  he  rejoined — 

^'Aigline,  I  should  forgive  this  insult,  for  you 
belong  to  a  different  grade^  else  you  would  know 
that,  whatever  other  vices  may  stain  his  character, 
the  nobleman  seldom  stoops  to  deceit.  Certain 
of  having  his  manners,  nay,  his  follies,  admired  and 
imitated  by  the  grovelling  multitude,  to  them  he 
leaves  such  meanness.  The  aristocracy  naturally 
expect  adulation,  not  to  stoop  to  lies ;  except,"  he 
added,  trying  to  change  his  taunting  tone  into  one 
of  gallantry,  "  when  a  pretty  woman  is  in  question^ 
then  of  course  he  becomes  the  flatterer.'^ 

He  took  my  hand,  but  I  drew  it  away  with 
imaffected  disgust. 

'^Bah!"  he  exclaimed,  pettishly,  "though  I 
hope  not  quite  so  mad  as  Hamlet,  I  hate  the  world 

and  myself  as  thoroughly "  and  he  took  a  long 

pinch  of  snuff. 

Confounded,  abashed  at  the  insolent  superiority 
he  assumed,  and  again  yielding  to  the  fearful 
thought  that  his  power  over  me  was  irresistible, 
I  made  no  reply,  but  involuntarily  sighed. 
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e  to  my  observation/'  he  answered,  "  your 
tyrants.  Here  you  oblige  me  to  speak  of 
I  at  the  very  instant  my  heart  is  overflow- 
i  its  own  tenderness ;  but,  Aigline,  you  are 
beautiful,  accomplished,  have  a  right  to 
id,  so  I  obey.  Say,  must  I  plead  forgive- 
introducing  myself  in  my  explanation  ? " 
no  reply,  and  with  a  wily  softness  of 
he  proceeded.  '*  Aigline,  on  the  evening 
imed  my  note  unanswered,  I  was  so  indig- 
it  I  concluded  on  giving  up  my  idle  pur- 
t  it  was  not  so  easy  to  resign  the  object 
;  and  after  a  few  days  I  resolved  to  seek  a 
I  interview,  and  for  that  purpose  went  to 
jse  where  you  had  lodged;  there  I  saw 
to  be  shocked  at  the  circumstances  in 
'ou  had  been  placed.  The  anger  I  expe- 
at  finding  you  preferred  to  exist  in  such 
yielded  to  anxiety  for  your  safety  when  I 
you  had  eloped.  No  matter  what  horrors 
d  suggested — they  were  sufficient  to  rouse 
n  my  usual  apathy  about  others,  and  I 
into  such  inquiries  as  soon  led  to  a  know- 
f  your  residing  here.  The  certainty  of 
ath  could  not  have  more  deeply  grieved 
*  strange  as  it  certainly  is,  and  absurd  as  I 
t  to  be,  Aigline,  I  positively  adore  you. 
nxious  to  see  Captain  Mellisb,  whom  now 
of  for  the  first  time,  I  renewed  an  acquain- 
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orps,  a  Mr.  Fitz  O.,  as  great  a  fool  it  would 
l^pear  as  himself,  and  who  instantly  accommo- 
bted  him,  receiving  his  note  payable  in  six 
•ecks.  Now  if  Captain  Mellish  had  gravely  re- 
ieeted  where  he  was  to  get  means  to  pay  back 
ids  money,  he  would  have  quitted  the  habits  of 
is  country,  and  offended  pretty  little  Cupid  and 
Id  Ireland,  both  proverbially  indiscreet;  no  fear 
F  that  while  your  health  was  in  danger;  so  he 
Km  placed  you  here,  surroimded  by  every  ele- 
inoe.  Do  you  know,  though  I  must  condemn, 
admire  the  mad  generosity  of  the  act,  more  par- 
imlarly  now  that  I  find  it  was  utterly  free  from 
Ifiahness.  Aigline,  you  look  incredulous;  but 
len  in  this  unromantic  age,  we  must  admire  noble 
leds;  and  surely  in  real  life  such  disinterested 
iendship  is  seldom  met.  Well,  you  recovered, 
oked  more  beautiful  than  ever,  and  he  fled  the 
itchery,  but  unhappily  could  not  so  easily  elude 
■  debt;  so,  while  no  doubt  engi^ed  in  writing 
nnets  on  your  eyes,  or  by  the  pale  light  of  the 
oon  apostrophising  his  own  misery,  or  singing  a 
ntata,  or  amusing  his  melancholy  in  some  other 
arephon-like  style,  lo!  his  friend  Fitz  O.  took  a 
rer  aiid  died;  and  then  it  was  foimd  that,  being 
och  addicted  to  drink  and  idleness,  he  had  com- 
itted  the  whole  management  of  his  accounts  to 
e  Serjeant  of  his  troop,  a  most  determined  ruf- 
m;  and  who,  on  Mellish  obtaining  from  the  pay* 
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master  another  hundred  doubloons,  had,  ia  Ui 
office    of   confidential    clerk,   by  some  eoifit 
main,  led  him  to  put  his  signature  for  twor-dn 
making  him  indebted  for  three,  one  mote  thn  k 
had  borrowed. 

^^On  discovering  this  trick,  Melliah  tamij 
accused  the  serjeant  of  swindling.  Now,  Ind  te 
possessed  the  means  of  liquidating  the  ddAk 
had  really  incurred,  he  might  have  proeaedadwft 
some  chance  of  justice;  as  it  was,  he  <Hily  tamA 
the  anger  of  the  villain,  who  unhesitatingly  iimpi 
him  Avith  having  borrowed  the  money  from  ffliOi 
while  the  latter  from  intoxication  was  incapdbhof 
kno\idng  wliat  he  was  about.  TioM  was  a  snM 
accusation,  implicating  Captain  MeUish^s  hoBM 
as  a  soldier  and  a  gentleman;  and,  vnfioitaMlrifi 
he  had  no  witnesses  to  disprove  theMsehoeii  • 
the  contrary,  Mrs.  Fitz  O.,  at  onoe  to  < 
ment,  and  as  far  as  possible  ezonente  har 
band^s  memory  from  lending  monej  not  Uiei 
for  several  were  short  of  their  pay^— not  onlj  ei 
to  support  the  Serjeant's  evidenoey  but  ast  ^ 
hue  and  cry,  that  without  the  cknddooM 
her  five  children  could  not  proceed  t<i 
but  must  perish  in  a  strange  land.  Now,  beio^ 
downright  ugly,  and  her  children  pug-nosed  wi 
sandy  haired,  her  lament  awakened  but  little  srio* 
pathy,  until  it  was  ascertained  that  MelliiJi  M 
involved  himself  to  support  youj  AigUne*    N< 
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si>.)ner  was  tliis  circumstance  known  tliiui  tlie  live- 
liest sympathy  was  expressed  on  all  sides  for  the 
Fitz  O/s.  In  its  exuberance,  the  ofScers  declared 
that  as  soon  as  the  doubloons  were  paid,  they 
would  raise  a  subscription  for  their  future  sup- 
port. Thus/*  continued  Lord  Beletrieve,  with 
his  most  expressive  shrug  and  sneer,  ^^  good  sprang 
from  the  most  contemptible  passions." 

I  made  no  reply ;  taking  one  of  his  long  pinches 
of  snuff,  in  a  tone  of  bitterness  he  added:  ^^  And 
now,  Aigline,  I  must  again  return  to  my  uninte- 
resting self.  No  sooner  did  these  reports  reach 
me  than,  to  learn  particulars,  I  went  to  Captain 
Mellish's  commanding  officer,  who  had  fonnerly 
been  a  member  of  the  Cosmopolite  Club,  and  an 
intimate  acquaintance  of  mine.  I  found  him  so 
engaged  with  preparations  for  proceeding  to  St 
Sebastian,  for  which  place  the  regiment  was  under 
orders,  that  I  could  scarcely  command  his  atten- 
tion; however,  in  a  few  hasty  words,  he  expressed 
how  much  he  was  annoyed  at  the  whole  business, 
that,  though  wild  and  imprudent,  he  knew  Mellish 
to  be  man  of  the  strictest  probity  and  romantic 
honour ;  that  the  serjeant  was  a  rascal ;  but  still 
if  the  money  were  not  immediately  paid,  a  pro- 
ceeding which  woidd  at  once  satisfy  all  parties,  he 
must  perforce  enter  into  an  inquiry,  which  would 
inevitably  end  in  a  court  martial ;  and  as  Mellish 
had* certainly  received  large  sums  of  money,  and  ns 
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no  doubt  the  Serjeant,  abetted  bjr  i 
have  no  hesitation  in  swearing  tibat  tl  dtt  pami 
Fitz  O.  had  not  been  himself;  «ad  at  tiieiihob 
business  seemed  to  have  awakened  a  Isdaig  ia  Ae 
regiment  against  Mellish,  he  modi  fand  Ae 
result  would  prove  imfiEtvoaimU^  and  flat  k 
would  be  obliged  to  quit  the  ■errioe.^ 

"And  what,  Colonel,  do  yoa 
Mellish,  in  that  event,  will  do  ?**  1 1 

He    replied    "Most    probably^ 
through  the  head,  if  he  haa  not 
scruples  to  stay  his  hand.    Why,  he  1 
to  support  him,  independent  of  In 
Then,  quitting  the  army  in  the  wUtt  of 
nous  war,  and  in  disgrace,  too !     I  Me  ve  elkor 
alternative  for  the  poor  devil. 

"Well,  Aigline,  these  are  all  Oe  f erlkehw  I 
could  acquire;  their  meagrettM,  Mrii  ttf' Mi 
ignorance  of  military  law,  wiD  eMai  JMI H  fi^ 
nounce,  as  I  myself  do,  tiiat  my  Mri^gHHtil 
very  unsatisfactory.  However,  owtiiipf  %^ii^ 
tain,  the  inquiry  is  to 
there  is  a  powerful  party  i 
cannot  obtain  the  money  ahnoati 
believe  that  his  fate  will  bo 
he  added,  ominously,  ^  it  will  Mmi 


"  Oh,  say  not  so— for  merer's  sake^  m\  n  t  •/ 
I  replied,  bursting  into  tears.  *^  But,  tell  tae,  tn 
there  no  means  by  which  he  may  he  retieffd' 
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Gkureljr^  the  carriage,  boat^  and  dresses  that  he  pur- 
dwsed  for  me,  might  be  disposed  of,  and  quickly." 

He  answered,  carelessly,  "  The  two  former  were 
only  hired;  and  for  the  latter^  their  sole  value 
ocmsists  in  having  draped  your  graceful  form^  and 
as  the  vain  Valencians  might  not  consider  that, 
diey  would  not  bring  doubloons.  And  as  to  this 
palace,  Mellish^s  tenancy  of  it  expired  a  week  ago. 
I  know  not  what  additional  charge  the  Donna  may 
have  the  conscience  to  demand  for  the  period/^ 

*^ Then,  my  Lord/*  I  exclaimed,  in  anguish,  "am 
I  to  understand  that  Captain  Mellish's  disgrace  is 
inevitable  ?  Noble,  generous  youth  !  would  I  had 
poished  ere  I  brought  this  trouble  on  you  I"  and 
giving  way  to  my  feelings,  I  wrung  my  hands,  and 
sobbed  aloud. 

"  It  is  not  inevitable,  Aigline,  if  you  wish  to 
save  him  from  it.'* 

^ If  T  wish  to  save  him!  the  word  implies  a 
cmel  doubt.  I  call  Heaven  to  witness  I  would 
die  ere  he  should  suffer  this  wrong,  perhaps  dis- 
grace,— and  on  my  account.  But  I  do  not  possess 
a  ducat.  On  the  fatal  evening  he  met  me  I  was  in 
want  of  the  very  necessaries  of  life.  Oh,  in  the 
days  of  my  thoughtless  extravagance  how  little  I 
dreamt  of  the  mortification,  the  misery,  the  almost 
despair  which  might  arise  from  the  want  of  that 
wealth  so  lavishly  squandered !" 

« These  reflections,*'  he  gravely  rejoined,  "  can- 
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not  now  remedy  the   eviL    Moet  pvcfple  lawiA 
awaj'  their  best  treasures ;  and,  rnihappilr,  i^pM**  - 
aiiee  eaonot  recal  them/' 

He  actually  heaved  a  nataral  sigh,  adding,  **  Bit 
enougli  of  these  triste  reflections  |  &t  present  \hm 
ia  no  leisure  to  indulge  in  them,   Aigline,  1  rqjat* 
tlie  fate  of  MelUsh  is  in  your  keeping.    Tet  1 
icarcely  expect  him  to  be  saved^  for  I  place  liuk 
fiuth  in  the  sincerity  of  gratitude^   espedlllj  ifl 
yaur  sex  ;  for  whereas  duty,  respectabilitTj  h^ 
liand^  children,  parents,  are  daily  sacrihced  to  tk 
indulgence  of  passion,  merely  because  selfish  gni* 
fication  is  the  result^  the  offerings  of  frtendihip 
and  gratitude,  even  on  the  most  trivial  occmesOf 
are  withheld.     It  is  surprising  how  c^^nsdentioo 
and  tenacious  people  become,  when  tliey  expect  fifl 
hi  dividual  advantage  or  enjoy  men  t  to  reHult  from 
ivhat  they  are  called  upon  to  do-'* 

I  started  up^  and  actually  stamped  urtth  sneff* 
«  I  exclaimed,  **  Is  it  still  further  lo  irritatr^  t& 
madden  me,  that  your  Irordship,  s0  unlike  yoiff- 
selfj  goes  into  thia  abstruse  and  jU>timed  reatooinf  / 
Say,  is  it  indeed  possible  for  me  to  assist  Cip^ 
Mellish  ?  Let  me  entreat  you  to  be  explicit— tli 
suspense  is  torturing," 

"  To  say  truth,  it  has  seemed  more  like  the  whin 
of  some  grumbling  country  old  parson^  thsii 
gallant  discourse  of  a  Beletrieve,^-*  opsmop 
lint  you,  Aigline,    are    impatient  mid   imiaW 
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^fow,  command  yourself  for  a  few  instants,  and  I 
;hall  explain  my  plan.  Observe,  my  motive  is 
ove,  and  my  reward  is  to  be  love,  or  its  seeming. 
'.  hare  lived  long  enough  to  know  that  the  coun- 
erfeit  is  the  more  shining  and  current,  so  shall 
ontent  myself  with  it.  And  now  let  me  remark 
hat  the  very  first  time  I  presumed  to  address 
nyiself  to  you,  I  acknowledged  that  through  in- 
erest  alone  I  hoped  to  gain  my  point;  and,  of 
lecessity,  this  conviction  leads  me,  ere  I  make  any 
acrifices,  to  calculate  my  own  views.  Had  you 
leen  more  disposed  to  listen  to  me,  I  had  acted 
lifferently ;  but — nay,  do  not  interrupt  me,  Aigline 
"—I  repeat,  that,  by  some  infatuation — for  such  it  is 
— ^I  love  you  to  distraction.     Added  to  this,  is  the 

nortification but  I  see  you  cannot  command 

^our  impatience;  let  it  excuse  my  abruptness  in 
nying  that  I  came  here  with  the  intent  of  offering 
you  five  hundred  doubloons,  for  Captain  Mcllish's 
use,  annexing  a  condition " 

He  paused.  I  dashed  off  his  hand,  which  he 
had  laid  on  my  arm,  and  uttered  an  exclamation  of 
contempt. 

"  No  need,^'  he  coldly  remarked,  '^  for  this  vio- 
lence; on  my  side  there  is  but  a  statement  of  facts; 
I  shall  offer  nothing  further:  when  I  came  here  I 
supposed  you  were  interested  for  Captain  Mellish ; 
if  I  am  mistaken,  I  cannot  help  it.  So,  fair  Aig- 
line, I  shall  bid  you  good  night.'* 
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te  money — some  of  which,  it  appears  was  em- 
ailed from  the  soldiers'  pay — ^while  the  pay* 
ttBter  was  not  himself,  consequently  incapable  of 
dging;  and  who  can  prove  that  the  evidence  is 
be  or  exaggerated?  for  Captain  Mellish  admits 
at  he  has  no  witnesses,  and  the  serjeant  can 
oduoe  two  .In  legal  matters  private  opinion  is 
no  avail,  consequently  disgrace  must  be  the  re- 
It*  Whether  Mellish  will  survive  it  none  can  tell; 
obably  not  himself.  Nay,''  he  continued,  as  I 
tempted  to  speak,  ^'  all  further  inquiries  from 
e  are  vain.  I  again  repeat,  I  know  nothing  of 
le  forms  of  military  law:  how  should  I?" 
^  One  question  more,"  I  exclaimed,  as  he  quitted 
m  apartment ;  ^^  could  the  inquiry  be  postponed  ?" 
^I  think  not,"  he  coolly  replied;  ^'and  if  it 
ere,  what  purpose  could  it  answer?  for  how  could 
aptain  Mellish  raise  so  large  a  sum  as  three  hun- 
red  doubloons,  particularly  now,  when  doubts  of 
is  honour  are  entertained  ?  Believe  me,  however 
e  may  despise  reports,  they  influence  public 
pinion,  and  always  tell  for  or  against  a  man;  but, 
igline,  there  is  no  use  in  dwelling  on  this  subject, 
;  is  a  mere  repetition  of  what  has  been  already  said. 
LB  I  am  aware  you  think  I  have  rather  enlarged  the 
anger,  may  I  suggest  that  you,  who  are  so  ready 
fc  expedients,  might  contrive  to  see  Captain  Mel- 
ah,  and  from  his  own  lips  learn  the  particulars ; 
t  best  my  account  is  confused  ?    One  observation 
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dlowed  up  by  his  accusations  and  justified  by  Mrs. 
itz  O.'s  assertions,  the  inquiry  is  to  be  instituted, 

>  any  measures  you  adopt  must  be  immediate:  as 
J*  as  I  am  concerned,  though  little  accustomed  to 
cpose  myself  to  the  chill  of  the  opening  dawn, 
;  three  I  shall  return  to  this  saloon  to  wait  your 
leasure,  should  you  require  my  assistance;  if 
ot,  fear  no  importunity  from  me,  I  shall  not 
>rcc  my  attentions  ;'^  then  giving  his  niost  grace- 
il  bow  he  retired,  but  in  a  few  moments  returned, 
iying,  "Aigline,  as  I  reached  my  carriage  and 
wind  Pat  Mulcahy  in  waiting,  it  occurred  that  in 
seking  Captain  Mellish  he  might  prove  useful, 
3  I  have  commanded  him  to  remain  here ;  how- 
ver,  I  do  not  press  his  ser\'ices,  and  have  given 
im  no  orders  further  than  to  obey  your  wishes. 
H  course  it  is  needless  to  say  that  you  must  not 
ompromise  your  dignity  or  mine  by  placing  any 
nnecessary  confidence  in  such  a  low  fellow.     As 

>  my  oflFer  of  the  money  it  must  rest  an  inviolable 
wnret  between  us;  adieu!"  without  waiting  for  an 
Qswer  he  retired. 
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^bemekitly  insisted  that,  if  the  oourtHuartial  sat^ 
Captain  Mellish  must  be  cashiered ;  this  account 
griered  me,  fcnr  it  told  too  plainly  what  a  strong 
party  the  serjeant  had  gained  to  hb  side. 

Though  fully  of  Lord  Beletrieve's  opinion  that 
it  was  derogatory  to  place  confidence  in  such  a 
person,  still,  having  no  alternative,  and  to  engage 
his  assistance,  I  admitted  to  Mulcahy  that  I  was 
deeply  interested  in  Captain  Mellish's  fate.  He 
interrupted  me,  abruptly  saying,  ^^  Enough,  lady ; 
surely  every  one  knew  it  was  to  support  you  that 
the  Captain,  before  so  gentlemanly,  embezzled  the 
Paymaster  out  of  his  doubloons.^' 

Though  greatly  shocked,  there  was  no  use  in 
reaenting  a  want  of  delicacy  of  which  he  was  un- 
conscious, so,  concealing  my  disgust,  I  proposed 
that  he  should  take  a  letter  from  me  to  Captain 
Mellish. 

"  In  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,^'  he  replied,  "  but 
I  doubt  it  is  but  losing  time;  mayhap  the  Captain 
is  imder  arrest;  if  not,  the  chances  are  ten  to 
one  against  his  being  able  to  come  here,  so  take 
snold  soldier's  advice,  and  if  you  wish  to  see  him, 
go  yourself." 

At  first  I  hesitated,  but  reflecting  that  the  least 
suspicion  of  the  money  coming  through  me  would 
lead  to  inquiries,  and  prevent  Mellish  from  ac- 
cepting it,  I  concluded  on  going,  but  in  some 
masculine  disguise,  for  I  could  not  endure  the 
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chance  of  any  petson  seeing  me  i 
the  streets  with  Mulcahy. 

In  the  Donna's  palace  was  a  wudnibe 
with  a  variety  of  costumes^  from 
tan's  of  the  East  to  the  baie4boCied  MA; 
these,  I  concluded,  had  been  ooDflctod  to  A^ 
guise  the  gay  Valendans  during  Ae 
Thither  I  now  adjourned,  and  wiahing  mj  i 
ance  to  be  as  little  remarkable  as  ponilik^  I  fini 
on  the  dress  of  a  young  peasant.  Selecting  a  loig 
dark-coloured  frock,  which  readied  bdow  Wf 
knees,  and  substituting  loose  trowscfs  tot  tfe 
shorter  garment  usually  worn,  I  then  folded  Wf 
my  hair  under  a  large  Montero  osp^  took  in  Wf 
hand  a  basket  containing  some  figa^  and  a  < 
of  bottles  of  wine,  placed  a  dgpr  in  wttf\ 
and  accompanied  by  Pat  Mnlcshyy ' 
his  astonishment  at  my  ready 
proceeded  to  the  boat,  and ' 


to  the  nearest  point  to  the  quarters  of  Afcltiibt 
which  were  in  the  Ticinity  of  the  castle.  Lsuidtdt 
I  paused  to  consult  Mulcahy,  who  advised  thit  I 
should  demand  admittance  to  Captain  Xfellul^^ 
under  the  plea  of  his  hiiving  ordered  thr  wu)ei4 
meantime  lie  would  conrerse  with  the  guard  ta 
acquire  more  information* 

I  felt  all  the  awkwardness  of  entering  Mfltisk% 
apartment  at  such  an  hour,  but  the  press  of  m^ 
cumstances  presented  no  altenicitive;  so,  requesl^ 
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^5  a  soldier  to  direct  me,  I  Iiastencd  up  two  jiair 
^^  stairs.  Having  reached  the  door,  I  gently 
^Pped,  but  receiving  no  answer,  I  rapped  more 
Goodly;  still  no  notice  was  taken.  Hearing  se^ 
y^nl  steps  ascending,  and  dreading  to  be  seen  by 
itnmgers,  I  took  courage  and  entered,  but  found 
tile  apartment  deserted. 

For  some  moments  my  confusion  stupificd  me, 
bat  finding  myself  alone  I  was  re-assured,  and 
began  to  look  around.  A  lamp  was  burning,  but 
so  dimly,  it  scarcely  rendered  objects  visible; 
trimming  it,  I  saw  a  belt,  a  sword,  and  other  arti- 
cles of  military  dress  tossed  negligently  about; 
and  on  the  table^  amidst  materials  for  writing, 
were  a  pair  of  pistols,  and  several  letters.  I 
looked  attentively  at  the  letters;  one  was  ad- 
dressed  to  you,  Freville,  and  another  to  the  Rev. 
J.  La  Franck ;  no  place  of  residence  appeared  on 
either:  it  seemed  at  the  time  Mellish  knew  not 
where  you  were.  There  was  another  for  the 
colonel  of  his  regiment,  and  beside  it  lay  one  for 
me,  which  was  not  sealed ;  I  concluded  that  Mel- 
lish, in  the  very  act  of  directing  it,  had  been  called 
away*  There  could  be  no  dishonour  in  reading 
what  was  intended  for  my  perusal,  so,  with  trem- 
bling fingers,  I  tore  it  open ;  from  the  emotion  I 
experienced,  I  could  not  dwell  upon  particulars, 
but  never  again  hoping  to  see  me,  and  under  feel- 
ings amounting  to  despair,  poor  Mellish  gave 
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Utterance  to  his  ill-placed  passion ;  tlien,  with  die 
refinement  which  marks  his  character,  ircttding 
all  allusion  to  his  embarrassments,  lest  I  mi^ 
divine  the  cause,  he  merely  said  that  circamstuioei 
I)ad  placed  liini  in  tlie  power  of  a  ruffian  who  lad 
instituted  the  most  serious  chains,  and  thithe 
apprehended  1)eing  tried  by  court- martial;  aod 
should  disgrace,  however  unmerited,  be  the  result, 
he  felt  that  he  could  not  survive.  Then,  as  the 
only  1>oon  he  would  ever  demand  for  his  devoted 
love,  he  energetically  entreated  tliat  I  would  place 
myself  under  the  guardianship  of  La  Franck,  to 
whom  he  had  written  on  the  subject,  and  who  he 
knew  was  in  the  Peninsula,  though  the  exact  place 
he  had  not  yet  ascertained.  Much  more  there 
was  in  the  same  strain  of  manly  aifection;  hat 
while  I  hung  over  it  the  door  burst  open,  and  a 
soldier,  who  appeared  half  intoxicated,  rushed  in, 
and  calling  out  that  he  was  Captain  Mellish's  ser- 
vant, peremptorily  demanded  what  brought  me 
there ;  tlien  swore  vehemently  at  my  presumin; 
to  examine  the  papers.  Although  I  had  fluni; 
down  my  letter,  follo\ring  up  his  ^buse,  and  ere  I 
could  reply,  he  rudely  caught  me  by  the  shoulder, 
and  flung  me  out  of  the  room.  Being  very  actire, 
I  csca})ed  unhurt,  and  greatly  terrified,  hastened 
down  to  Mulcahy,  who  was  leisurely  smoking 
with  the  guard.  Preser\'ing  my  jMresenoe  of  mind, 
I  did  not  mention   the  soldier's  violence,  as  I 
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guessed  he  would  resent  it,  and  that  a  scuffle 
might  ensue^  but  beckoned  him  to  join  me. 
We  had  advanced  some  yards,  when  I  beheld 
Cbptain  MeUish,  accompaDied  by  two  other  offi- 
OBfi^  approacli;  they  appeared  as  though  they 
were  retaming  from  the  castle,  and  were  in  deep 
cuMversation ;  but  poor  Mellish  looked  fearfully 
ill.  Secure  in  my  disguise,  drawing  the  Montero 
c^>  more  closely  over  my  face,  I  drew  near,  and 
heard  one  of  the  officers  say,  ^^  Can  nothing  be 
done?'^  **  Impossible,"  was  Mellish's  answer, 
^  die  Serjeant  has  made  out  a  most  plausible 
cue,  and  will  swear  through  thick  and  thin  that 
I  obtained  the  money  in  a  most  ungentlemanly 
manner,  probably  in  a  roguish  one,  for  he  is  a 
determined  ruffian/' 

^  I  thought  I  saw  him  enter  your  apartment 
this  morning/'  remarked  the  other  officer,  '^  what 
could  the  rascal  want  ?'' 

'^  The  money/'  answered  Mellish,  impatiently. 
"  Only  think,  what  a  villain!  being  alone  with  me, 
which  removed  all  apprehension  of  witnesses,  he 
said  that  if  I  could  procure  the  three  hundred 
doubloons  he  woidd  withdraw  from  the  whole 
business ;  that  he  did  not  care  a  rap  for  honour, 
or  the  opinion  of  the  regiment;  and  having  had 
enough  of  fighting,  would  be  very  glad  to  be  dis- 
missed out  of  the  service  before  the  siege  of  St. 
Sebastian." 
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'^And  what  answer  did  yoa  milkeP  mpffk 
the  officer. 

''  That  if  he  would  not  tempt  metoinfll 
pistol  through  his  head^  he  would  deonBp;iii 
as  the  fellow  is  as  arrant  a  coward  ai 
he  took  my  advice.*' 

<^  Would  to  Heaven,  MeUish,  yoa 
the  money/'  said  his  friend;  ^if  I  pDnanllfc 
you  should  not  have  occasion  to  uk  ms  ftrlU 
Is  there  no  person  who  could  assbt  yoaP 

''There  are  two,"  he  replied,  c'wlio  wooU  h 
so  willingly,  and  who  possess  ample  ineau;  M 
one  is  on  the  distant  seas,  the  Piacifi<^  if  I  aaiiidB 
not ;  and  unfortunately  for  me,  the  odMif  lb 
Freville  Deerhurst,  who  was  in  ^Tamgam  wtt 
General  Murray,  in  place  of  embeitiing  ■ilL— t 
of  the  troops  for  Alicant,  was  sent  to 
some  of  the  out-posts ;  and  I  hete  not 
to  learn  where  he  is  stationed.^ 

"  And  what  is  to  be  done  ?'* 
the  officer.  .      •. 

''  Trial  —  disgrace  — ruin —  dcith.  emito  U^ 
franticly  exclaimed  MeUisb,  m  h$  Vfarack  Ml 
hand  against  his  sword.  Bythie- 
reached  his  quarters,  and  en 

*  *  ^-  • 

My  resolution  was  taken — the  ^trupjle  wasovcf. 
I  would  save  Mellish  by  the  immola^ti  of  emj 
hope.     Oh !  this  sacrifice  of  self,  when  unsup- 
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Parted  by  enthusiasm,  is  dreadful — and  frieTidsiiip 
^  too  pure  for  passion.     I  saw  tlie  guard   liad 
"Cen  relieved ;  I  pressed  my  repeater ;  it  chimed 
^  quarter  past  two.     I  signified  to  Mulcahy  to 
ttrist  me  to  the  boat,  for  I  was  unequal  to  support 
myself;  he  obeyed,  and  placed  me  in  it.     I  drop- 
ped  my  handkerchief  in  the  [waves,  and  with  it 
wiped  off  the  cold  drops  of  anguish  that  gathered 
on  my  brow.    Tlie  sun  was  not  yet  risen,  but  its 
first  dawn  of  brightness  was  being  reflected  over 
the  horizon;  it  lighted  our  path,  and  we  soon 
reached  the  Donna's  palace.     There,  in  the  saloon^ 
Lord  Beletrieve  patiently,  calmly,  had  awaited  my 
return.     Forgetful  of  my  masculine  attire,  forgetful 
of  everything  but  the  shame,  the  ruin,  to  which 
I  was  going  to  consign  myself,  I  staggered  into 
the  room.     He  rose  and  politely  led  me  to  a  seat^ 
and  with  good  taste  avoided  all  expressions  of 
kindness.     He  then  pressed  me  to  take   some 
wine.     A  passion  of  tears  in  which  I  freely  in- 
dulged revived,  though  it  could  not  compose  me. 
He  had  placed  me  near  a  table ;  leaning  my  face 
over  my  crossed  arms,  I  avoided  looking  at  him. 
After  a  few  moments,  in  his  bland  monotonous 
tone  he  said,  "  Aigline,  I  regret  that  time  obliges 
me  to  press  you  on  a  distressing  subject.     Just 
say,  have  you  seen  Captain  McUish,  and  what  is 
the  result?     And,  Aigline,  in  the  absorption   of 
your  own  feelings,  do  not  totally  overlook  that  I 
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too  may  feel.     Think  you  there  is  no  suffering  in 
thus  gaining  the  only  woman  whom  I  ever  riik- 
cerely  loved  ?     Your  influence  over  me  amounted 
to   fascination,  else   1    never   could   so  far  hiYC 
descended  from  all  dignity  as  to  take  the  ignoble 
step  I  have  done.     If  your  friendship,  or  gnd- 
tude,  or  whatever  else  you  may  please  to  term  it, 
for  Captain  Mellish  leads  you  to  this  sacrifice— 
oh !  why  must  1  call  it  such  ? — ^be  generous,  and 
do  it  nobly!     There  is  a  want  of  heroism  iuyour 
manner  which  ill  suits  the  high    spirit  of  your 
actions." 

"  You  are  right,  Lord  Beletrieve,'*  I  replied, 
rising,  ''it  is  l)encath  me  to  go  about  whinii^; 
but  no,"  I  vehemently  exclaimed,  '^nothing  is 
beneath  me,  for  I  am  sinking  into  the  very  lowest 
abyss  of  shame  and  miser)-!"  and  I  wildly  beat 
my  bosom. 

,  ^*  Stop !''  he  cried  violently  grasping  my  aim, 
''  another  exclamation  of  that  kind, — another  ex- 
pression of  coldness  or  disdain,  and  I  swear  by 
everj^  j)ower,  that  though  1  saw  you  and  this  Md- 
lisli  perishing  by  slow  tortures,  I  would  not  adranoe 
a  sous  to  save  you  !  Aigline,  in  your  egotism  how 
dare  you  forget  it  is  Lord  Beletrieve  you  insult: 
Truly  it  is  I  who  have  fallen,  when  you  addren 
me  in  such  language.^'  He  paced  up  and  down, 
tr}'ing  to  conquer  his  furj-,  which  seemed  uncon- 
trollable. 
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Freville^  in  good  or  evil,  when  you  men  choose 
to  exercise  your  authority,  we  are  but  as  helpless 
diildren  before  you.  I  actually  trembled  with 
terror,  and  methinks  one  word  more  of  anger  or 
of  kindness  on  Lord  Beletrieve's  part  had  so 
terrified  or  disgusted  me,  that  I  should  have  left 
Mellish  to  his  fate.  Perhaps  in  his  keen  com- 
prehension of  the  workings  of  the  human  mind, 
he  guessed  as  much ;  for  struggling  to  assume 
calmness/ he  said,  ^'  Aigline,  forgive  my  ungentle- 
manly  violence :  you  provoked  me  to  it ; — to  avoid 
a  similar  error  I  shall  now  retire.  Here,''  he  said^ 
laying  down  a  purse  which  fell  heavily  on  the 
table,  ^  this  contains  the  five  hundred  doubloons. 
Should  you  accept  them,  to  relieve  Captain  Mel- 
liah  from  his  embarassments,  you  know  the  con- 
ditions,— no  need  of  painful  repetitions;  of  all 
things  observe  my  name  is  not  to  appear."  He 
bowed  gracefully  and  retired. 

I  heard  the  door  close  after  him  with  regret 
I  almost  wished  to  recal  him,  in  the  vain  hope  that 
he  would  press  me  forward  to  the  desperate  act  I 
meditated.  Oh!  this  weakness  of  a  woman's 
mind,  that  seeks  in  others  an  excuse  for  her  follies 
or  crimes.  Left  solely  to  my  own  decision,  the 
conflict  was  terrible ;  but  at  length  the  fearful  idea 
that  ere  the  sun,  then  rising  so  gloriously  above 
the  blue  waters  of  the  Mediterranean,  should  again 
set,  Mellish  might  be  driven  to  the  unhallowed 
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act  of  suicide^  and  on  my  account 
and  I  summoned  Mulcahy  to  my  pmenRi  I 
must  have  looked  very  ill^  for,  as  he  cnlasiite 
exclaimed,  in  a  tone  of  terror^  ^Lady^yomMl 
— dying !'' 

In  a  voice  scarcely  articulate,  I  uttered,  '^MdAO) 
but  I  am  very  wretched.'* 

^^  Can  I  do  anything  to  serve  yoa  ?^  he  n|iiBl| 
with  feeling. 

^'  Much,  Mulcahy.  I  must  see  Cqptam  Mdbk* 

"  Nothing  80  easy,"  he'repUed,  readSy ;  *1  wi 
again  row  you  to  his  quarters  ere  the  present  hiv 
is  past/' 

''Thank  you,"  I  answered.  ''Has  LofdBsb- 
trieve  yet  gone  ?    If  not,  I  would  apeak  to  link' 

Without  answering,  he  retired  ;  a  fei 
and  his  Lordship  entered.  He,  too, 
been  startled  by  my  appearance.  1 :8l 
pale  as  a  statue,  with  my  hair  (fcrjliad  i 
off  my  cap)  hanging  about  my  ahorilden  ^ft 
advanced,  and  seating  himself  bjiny  aUe^MAdl^ 
soft  accents,  he  observed—  ^  "    •' 


"  My  poor  Aigline,  this  struggle  is  too  wmch  ^f 
you ;  I  shall  be  glad  when  it  is  over,"  ^ 

He  handed  me  some  wine,  I  rejected  it,  iQ^ 
swallowing  a  glass  of  water,  said  mUdly,  *'My 
Lord,  I  have  decided  on  accepting  your  gift"—! 
could  not  avoid  a  shudder — ^^  add  to  your  kindncsi 
by  advising  me  how  I  should  proceed  bi  prcsca 
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5  it  to  Captain  Mellish.  You  will  not  permit  a 
Ufidant,  and  I  am  unequal  to  think  for  myself.'' 
"  In  the  expectation  of  all  this/'  he  answered, 
[  have  made  arrangements.     In  the  first  place, 

your  present  costume,  probably  you  would  be 
fused  admittance,  so  let  Mulcahy  put  the  gown 
d  cowl  of  a  priest  in  a  basket ;  over  them  he  can 
■ow  some  figs.  When  near  Captain  Mellish's 
Eurters  you  must  put  them  on ;  and  unless  the 
>rtness  of  your  stature  in  male  attire  attract 
dee,  you  have  nothing  to  fear,  and  I  have  ob- 
ved  ti;i'o  or  three  priests  from  Murcia  who  arc 
narkably  short ;  and  as  the  times  are  so  stirring, 
i  the  hour  so  early,  I  hope  you  will  escape 
servation.  If  so,  demand  boldly  to  sec  Captain 
ellish.  In  your  sacred  dress  none  will  deny 
a  admittance." 

He  loused,  and  going  to  a  table,  wrote  the  fol- 
ring  words : — "  A  sincere  friend  hearing  of  Cap- 
n  Mellish's  embarrassment,  sends  him  five  hun- 
sd  doubloons,  for  which  no  thanks  but  their 
xptsnce  and  use  will  ever  be  required." 
^  Do  you  approve  of  this  ?"  he  said,  handing  it 

me.  I  signified  my  assent.  He  sealed  and 
rected  it,  observing,  "As  you  hope  to  serve 
ur  friend,  let  your  interview  be  short,  else  you 
11  betray  yourself." 

With  these  words  he  retired,  and  the  next 
3ment  I  heard  his   carriage   drive  off.     Soon 
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after  Mulcahy  entered  with  a  laige  bMJbfckUi 
hand. 

''Madam/'  he  said,  ''Lord  Bckbim  Iv 
given  me  directions  relative  to  your  vaifctoGip- 
tain  Mellish,  and  I  have  sworn  nem  to  ktof 
yon." 

I  sighed^  but  made  no  reply.    la  m 
tone  he  continued,  "  Madam^  the  Ya 
early  people,  and  the  reveille  of  \ 
will  soon  be  sounded ;  so  if  jaa  do 
whatever  your  business^  yoa  will  be  ] 

I  started  from  my  seat,  and  prepaied  to 
but  he  checked  me  by  reraaikiiig^  ^  If  adiB^  Jii 
bad  better  fasten  up  your  hair;  it  flonat  ta  lii^ 
or  it  will  not  fit  under  the  cowL** 

I  passively  obeyed.  He  then  hided  m^ib 
Montero  cap,  and  without  further 
the  Donna's  palace.  The  boat 
I  observed  that  it  was  maimed  hf 
though  in  general  there  W4 
acted  as  pilot,  and  we  bounded  awMtfaMrAl 
buoyant  waters.  On  readung  (he  ahei%^'fi» 
ceeded  some  distance,  and  tiien^  ebalMni  if  * 
dump  of  trees,  put  on  the 


proceeded  as  rapidly  as  my  tremUii^  I 
carry  me  to  Mellish's  quarters.  On  rcadiiiigtiWB 
I  demanded  to  see  him,  and  was  inxtanttydifi^id 
to  his  apartment.  Cautiously  opening  the  door? 
I  entered  unobserved. 
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He  sat  by  the  table  writing,  and  as  I  stood  be- 
fore him,  I  observed  he  was  adding  some  lines  to 
the  letter  addressed  to  myself;  and  once  or  twice 
he  sighed  almost  con^n]lsively.  As  he  stood  up 
to  seal  his  letter  I  obtained  a  full  'view  of  his 
countenance ;  it  looked  ghastly,  but  the  livid  hue 
in  some  degree  might  proceed  from  the  cold  morn- 
ing light  which,  forcing  its  way  through  the  half- 
closed  shutters,  intermingled  ^ritli  tliat  of  the  un- 
extinguished lamp ;  but  independent  of  his  pale- 
ness, his  whole  appearance  bore  that  look  of  aban- 
donment which  results  from  hopeless  affliction. 
His  hair  was  dishevelled;  his  generally  oj^cn  brow 
contracted  into  gloom:  without  taking  off  his  uni- 
form he  had  thrown  aside  his  stock,  and  opened 
his  shirt-collar,  as  if  for  freer  respiration.  While 
I  continued  sadly  gazing  on  him,  he  pressed  the 
cover  on  which  my  name  was  written  passionately 
to  his  lips,  then,  resuming  his  seat,  placed  all  the 
letters  in  a  row.  Having  done  so,  he  raised  one 
of  the  pistols  to  examine  it.  This  horrified  me: 
with  difficulty  I  suppressed  a  cry  as,  standing 
before  him  with  a  low  obeisance,  I  handed  the 
note  which  Lord  Beletrievc  had  written,  at  the 
same  time  placing  the  pupse  of  doubloons  on  the 
table.  All  this  was  the  work  of  a  minute,  the 
next^  and  ere  he  had  recovered  from  his  surprise, 
I  glided  from  the  apartment;  and  to  prevent  pur- 
suit or  discovery,  took  the  precaution  of  locking 
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the  door  from  the  outside.  On  mdSqi  ftl 
court;  I  found  Mulcahy  in  waitiiig,  "Bclbflwl 
»o  soouj  Mudam  1^^  he  sdd^  in  a  tone  of  ioipH 
*^  I  guess  you  did  not  find  tlie  Captun  H 

I  felt  miser&hly  siclc ;  ooid  damp*  weit 
on  my  bruw.    In  faint  accents  I  e3iclAiiiied,"Ul 
me  to  the  boat:  I  would  be  at  rest*" 

"  It  is  gone  back/'  he  replied;  **  but  a  maf 
15  in  waitings  I  suppose  by  your  own  ofidcfi;  IM 
it  not  SO3  madam?" 

Too  ill  and  agitated  to  notice  his  irQid%  I^ 
demanded  to  be  taken  to  some  place  of  mt  81^ 
ing  nie  stagger  from  very  wealm^s,  he 
me  and  proceeded^  but  at  &  ^gentle  pttt^ 
several  streets  irhich  lay  in  tiie  directiosi 
the  sea-shore*  All  the  while  I 
almost  insensible  i  at  lengthy  oit 
comer  of  a  aqtiare^  I  saw  a  oaniofo  in 
Mulcahy  opened  the  door,  md^  aiKtiiig  tsut 
entefp  immediately  closed  it.  At 
fainted.    I  have  mid  enou^bi  my  rtory  b  it  ta  fitrj 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Aiglinb's  narrative  awakened  my  sympathy. 
I  was  not  weak  enough  to  defend  her  conduct, 
but  I  compassionated  the  untow^ard  circumstances 
which  had  impelled  her  on  to  crime.     No  longer 
viewing  her  in  the  light  of  a  vain,  volatile  being, 
incapable   of    strong  attachments,   my  thoughts 
dwelt  on  her  sufferings,  with  a  warmth  of  tender- 
ness such  as  I  had  not  experienced  towards  her 
since  we  had  parted  in  London ;  and  I  resolved, 
if  possible,  to  create  in  her  bosom  a  love  equal 
to  that  she  acknowledged  to  have  felt  for  d'Es- 
tonville  Howard;  but  the  proud,   though  erring 
heart,  which  in  my  execrable  vanity   I   Iiad   so 
severely  wounded,  never  again  expanded  towards 
me;  and  she  repelled  all  my  advances  to  regain 
her  confidence,  with  a  bitterness   and   contempt 
which  made  me  shrink  back  on  myself.  "  Freville," 
she  would  say,  '^  you  deceive  yourself,  but  not  me: 
whatever  of  love  your  nature  was  capable  of  con- 
taining is  buried  with  Clara  Amlieim.     To  you 
I  have  ever  been  the  object  of  vanity — long  your 
master  passion— else,  why  did  you  so  soon  become 

VOL.  III.  B 
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ennuyPdhj  my  society?  and  if  yoa nov tiliie IBC^ 
it  is  because  you  dread  the  riTalry  of  Ckahi 
Meliish.'^    At  times  when  proToked  beyond cato" 
ance  at  her  sarcasm,  I  retaliated,  she  irould  fpm 
quite  furious ;  but  these  fits  were  Tiiiabk  in  thor 
effects.     Sometimes  yielding  to  hysteriia  or  \ 
ing  doleful  cries,  at  othera^  assuniiig  the  i 
of  a  bacchante,  she  would  danoe  and  raogi  a- 
claiming,    ^^Freville,    there    most    be  no  fini 
sentiment  between  us — ^no  reminiaoenoea  of  put 
weal  or  woe ;  let  our  dead  rest  in  peace — ^I  voiili 
not,  if  I  could,  recal  mine  to  witness  my  diq;n»- 
not  that  they  could  curse  me  so  deeply^  so  daM[$ 
as  I  do  myself: — no,  no,  there  nniat  be  no  tjmr 
pathies,  no  memories,  between  us:  lei  ns  cktfe 
ourselves  in   folly  as  in  a  gsnneDty  and  #M 
through  the  world,  shaidng  our  o^s  and  bdh; 
my  race  will  soon  be  over:  I  haw  difidsd  ay  ib 
into  acts^oining  you  was  the  fimrtlii  tiMi'itt 
and  last  is  rapidly  advancing;  eteiits  ft9^  it 
must  end  in  tragedy; — ^but,  mark 
spirit  will  still  linger  on  in  itej 


Whenever  she  proceeded  in  Uriis  nmrmer^  1  utm-   ] 
bled  for  her  reason;  indeed^  her  excess  of  t^^ 
bility  and  remorse,  stimulated  by  the  uje  of  luid^ 
anum,  propelled  her  sometiine^  to  the  veiy  wtfgs 
of  madness. 

Though  I  had  experlenord  more  overwhelniiQS 
afflictions,  still  at  no  period  of  my  life  wa&  I  molt 
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exquisitely  miserable  than  then.  True,  I  was  sur- 
rounded by  all  the  adventitious  circumstances  of 
nrealth,  but  I  possessed  not  one  friend;  and  in 
ipite  of  all  the  vain  casuistry  with  which  I  strove 
:o  soothe  myself,  I  actually  trembled  when  I 
reflected  on  the  writhing  contempt  of  Mellish ; 
the  stem  though  christianlike  censures  of  La 
EVanck ;  and  worse,  a  thousand  times  worse  than 
both,  the  reproaches  of  George  Tennent,  when  he 
saw  or  heard  of  me  as  the  partner  in  guilt  of  his 
beloved  sister.  And  these  men,  highly  distin- 
guished and  honoured  in  society,  had  been  my 
early  companions  and  friends;  had  shown  me 
every  preference,  placing  in  me  unlimited  confi- 
dence; and  they  were  closely  allied  to  Aigline, 
either  by  the  ties  of  friendship,  love,  or  relation- 
ship, and  each  would  have  died  to  defend,  to  uphold 
her,  and  I — I  durst  not  follow  up  the  subject. 

One  thing  embarrassed  me.  Should  I  acquaint 
Aigline  of  her  brother's  gift  ?  Rendered  indepen- 
dent of  me,  would  she  continue  in  the  disgraceful 
position  she  so  deeply  execrated  ?  It  may  be  said, 
fifom  the  little  happiness  we  enjoyed  together, 
should  I  not  have  considered  our  separation 
rather  as  a  release  ?  This  is  one  of  the  questions 
upon  which  I  canne  it  her  satisfy  others  nor  myself. 
I  had  often  found  her  an  innovation  on  my  time 
and  pleasures ;  nay,  frequently,  as  visions  of  ambi- 
tion created  discontent,  I  soothed  my  self-love  by 
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fancying  that  but  for  her  I  might  hare  aliitedfaidi 
on  a  political  career — my  proudest  wiBlH-vilk 
some    Mat.    Yet    now^    when    an    opportanitf 
ofiered^  I  could  not  endure  the  idea  of  piiti^ 
from  her,  and  perhaps  seeing  her  united  to  lld- 
lish ;  an  event,  from  the  excess  of  his  piwimij  I 
considered  by  no  means  improbable.     It  is  neel- 
less  to  dwell  upon  the  conflict  awakened  by  fhm 
reflections ;  I  really  felt  and  looked  miaenUy  3. 
Poor  Aigline,  whose  heart  even  disgreoe  conid  not 
indurate,  alarmed  by  my  appearance^  and  tiemlibig 
for  my  health,  forgot  my  selfishness,  and  tended 
me  with  all  a  woman's  tenderness;  tins 
me  deeply,  and  at  length  awakened  me  to  a 
of  her  character  and  my  own  injustiee. 
In  this  manner  a  few  days  elapsed, 
by  the  hope  of  attaching  Aigline,  I  had  e&tiiriy  te- 
gotten  Mellish's  threat  of  disposing  of  his 
sion,  to  acquit  himself  of  all  peeimiarj 
to  me,  until  I  was  alarmed  by  a  letter  bom  Jm 
Franck,  stating  that,  preparatoiy  to  Us  aeeov* 
panying  Captain  Mellish  to  Engbttd^lie  pifiaawl 
calling  upon   Mrs.  Mc  Missertcniy  to  km  htf 
decision  as  to  the  disposal  of  the 
for  her  use  by  Captain  Tennent. 
tion  or  delay  with  La  Franck,  I  fcawrto'1 


as  he  would  immediately  regort  U*  legal  itirii^ujt^; 
and  to  keep  Aigline  any  longer  in  ignoranec  w« 
impossible ;  so  I  resolved  to  acquaint  her  with  d* 
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circttmstaiice^  plead  the  excess  of  my  attachment^ 
apologize  for  any  offence  I  had  given,  and  throw 
myself  on  her  mercy.  Should  this  plea  fail,  I 
would  represent,  that  by  the  5000/.  alone  could  she 
save  Mellish  from  the  necessity  of  selling  his  com- 
mission. Thus,  a  second  time,  her  generous  nature 
was  to  be  used  as  a  weapon  against  herself. 
Having  arranged  my  plans,  and  the  method  by 
whieh  Mellish  could  be  deceived  into  keeping  his 
position,  I  waited  until  evening  to  acquaint  her 
and,  in  spite  of  all  my  calculating  selfishness,  as 
the  hour  of  explanation  approached,  from  the 
known  violence  of  her  passions,  actually  trembled 
for  the  result. 

It  is  now  needless  to  record  the  scene  which 
ensued.  On  first  hearing  of  her  brother's  noble 
gift,  Aigline  yielded  to  an  excess  of  grief  and 
remorse  perfectly  agonizing,  and  then  her  every 
wish  seemed  to  merge  into  the  hope  of  never 
^ain  meeting  him.  "  He  will  hear  of  my  shame," 
she  exclaimed ;  ^^  a  thousand  tongues  forked  by 
envy  will  proclaim  it  to  tarnish  his  honours ;  but, 
Freville,  his  eyes  shall  never  be  blasted  by  seeing 
me.  Oh,  God !  when  we  last  parted,  as  kneeling 
I  offered  up  fervent  prayers  for  his  speedy  return, 
how  little  I  thought  it  wo\ild  fill  me  with  affliction, 
and  that  I  should  ever  wish  to  fly  to  earth's  utmost 
verge  to  shun  him  !''  So  absorbing  was  her  grief, 
that  all  memory  of  his  gift  was  forgotten,  till  I 
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gently  reminded  her  of  it,  adding^  ^'AigKiieypRrre 
your  confidence  in  my  love  so  fiv  at  to  ngectili 
and  I  swear  instantly  to  settle  on  yoafoiirliBtt 
the  sum :  this  will  render  yon  even  move  mdepa- 
dent,  and  I  shall  derive  the  rewaid  of  wk  kat 
awakening  your  gratitude.'' 

There  was  something  scomfol  in  the  expnmm 
of  her  countenance,  as  she  replied,  ^  Qeatgffn  pft 
would  free  me  from  the  trammda  of  ^nofr— yoan 
strengthen  the  chain.  However,  for  the  pnaok 
I  shall  accept  of  neither;  my  generoos  hnAet 
sent  his  to  an  impoverished,  not  an  enng 
sister;  under  such  circomstaneea,  I  do  notfisd 
warranted  in  accepting  it  widKNit  entering  nio 
explanations.  However,  I  shall  see  La  Fnmdk  tn- 
morrow, — ^though  the  meeting  will  he  most  pM- 
ful, — and  arrange  my  future  plans  with  Urn;  ad 
now,  Freville,  while  I  unhesititin^y  dedSnel^ 
accept  my  thanks  for  your  fibenl  offer.''  8kc 
was  retiring,  but  confident  that  h 
to  remove  herself  finom  under  nqrvoQ^i 
as  I  felt  my  conduct,  I  reaohed  Co  Mlev  Ike 
example  of  Lord  Beletrieve,  end  hf 
on  her  best  feelings,  still  detain  hit  in-^ 


bondage.  Yet  I  was  not  rillain  enough  tiot  to  be 
shocked  at  my  degrading  purpose,  and  my  irmt 
was  almost  inarticulate  as,^  gently  taking  ber  Iianfl, 
I  said,  '^  Aigline,  all  this  time  I  !iave  forgollen  t» 
mention  that  Mellish  is  guing  to  London  to  the 
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Horse  Guards  to  dispose  of  his  commission ;  it  is 
needless  to  add^  that  it  will  reduce  him  to  absolute 
poverty/' 

With  much  agitation  she  exclaimed,  ^'Oh !  how 
could  I  be  so  selfish  as  to  forget  his  interest  ?  but 
the  recital  of  my  misery  obliterated  from  my 
memory  the  circumstance  which  led  to  its  avowal. 
Freville,  I  thank  you  for  reminding  me  ere  I 
refused  George's  gift,  which  I  shall  now  accept 
without  compunction,  and  devote  to  the  noble 
pfurpose  of  saving  Mellish — certain  that  the  act 
will  meet  George's  fiill  approbation." 

^^  It  ]fi  kindly  said/'  I  replied,  trying  to  speak 
calmly ;  *^  but  you  must  know  enough  of  Colonel 
Mellish  to  be  aware  that,  under  no  extremity 
would  he  now  accept  of  any  obligation  from  you ; 
and  a  man  of  less  refined  feelings  must  consider  it 
highly  dishonourable  to  devote  to  his  own  pur- 
poses money  entrusted  to  him  under  such  pecu- 
liar circumstances.  It  would  be  a  breach  of 
confidence  of  which  he  is  incapable,  and  to  which 
I  never  would  consent  Nay,  dear  Aigline,"  I 
continued,  ^^do  not  look  so  distressed ;  only  pro- 
mise not  to  desert  me,  and  to  forget,  if  possible, 
any  unkindness  I  may  have  shown  towards  you, 
and  which  I  call  heaven  to  witness  was  the  result 
of  temper,  not  want  of  attachment,  as,  with  the 
exception  of  Clara  Arnheim,  you  have  ever  held 
the  first  place  in   my  afiections, — only  promise 
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this,  and  I  shall  make  airangesMBfci  llj 
Colonel  Mellish  may  liquidate  hk  debt  to  m 
without  disposing  of  his  comminion.^ 

The  ardour  of  my  manner^  by  ipaaiiag  hot 
solicitous  I  was  to  retain  her  wodttsf,  g^atifiA 
and,  I  believe,  surprised  her;  Cor 
replied,  *^  Freville,  you  relieve  my  i 
inquietude.  Latterly,  I  have  ofan  tbom^^Art 
you  considered  me  as  an  incombnuue 
embarrassed,  humiliated  me  beyond 
for  even  in  my  fallen  state  duaeaitt. 
wretchedness.  Should  I  cemtiMM  wiAyvaae 
request  I  shall  add — that  yoa  viU^atany  lD0ibkh 
any  inconvenience,  save  me  fitom  wtmaig-Qta^^i 
however,  I  make  no  promiae^  till  aftor  mfJaim' 
▼iew  with  La  Franck.*' 

Having  gained  so  much  I 
see  La  Franck,  for  I  dreaded 
gious  principle  and    profoaiid 
ported  by  an  eloquence  whiob . 
gain  the  admiration  of  thousand^  i 
led  him  to  the  highest  honours  ui 
might  persuade  her  to  quit  my  m«tsMM»   I 
knew  that  the  same  ill-rq^ulatadi 


UsU^nB- 


had  sunk  her  into  vice,  if  well  directed^  wi>ukl 
guide  her  back  to  virtue ;  and  so  profound  vras 
my  selfishness,  sooner  than  submit  to  the  stn^ggle 
of  our  separation,  that  even  with  the  prospect  of 
her  brother^s  return,  I  resolved  to  delain  her. 
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For  this  purpose,  I  explained  that  if  she  granted 
La  Franck  a  meeting,  he  would  of  course  acquaint 
George  with  all  the  circumstances,  and  suggested 
that  she  should  immediately  write  to  decline 
seeing  him ;  to  decline,  likewise,  the  5000/. ;  that 
done, 'I  would  remove  her  from  Paris  to  London, 
arrange  at  the  Horse  Guards  about  Mellish's 
commission,  after  which  I  woidd  accompany  her 
to  any  place  she  appointed.  This  last  offer  was 
decisive ;  yielding  to  one  of  her  ecstasies,  she  ex- 
pressed her  ardent  desire  to  quit  Europe,  and 
proceed  to  Pondicherry,  where  she  would  be 
removed  from  every  possible  chance  of  ever  meet- 
ing her  brother. 

Though  by  no  means  participating  in  the  happi- 
ness she  anticipated  in  quitting  Europe,  I  offered 
no  objection,  and  was  pleased  at  once  again  seeing 
her  beautiful  countenance  lighted  up  by  hope. 
Yet  I  sighed,  as  in  her  unreflecting  vivacity,  she 
expatiated  on  all  the  pleasures  that  would  attend 
us  in  the  East ;  speaking  as  if,  with  change  and 
country,  all  former  recollections  and  sorrows  could 
be  obliterated.  Thus  again,  a  second  time,  the 
georgeous  palace  of  Sir  Roger  became  the  ideal 
scene  of  my  unhallowed  love. 

On  the  following  morning  she  wrote  to  La 
Franck.  I  proposed  dictating  her  letter,  but  she 
objected ;  and  as  I  observed  that  while  writing 
she  wept  bitterly,  I  did  not  persist  5  for  her  tem- 
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]>er  had  become  so  irritable  and 

I  feared  under  the  least  opporition  riw  wM 

desert  me. 

As  she  sealed  her  letter  she  nod,  *FifiAi 
although  I  have  declined  La  Franck'B  ml  wi 
George's  offer^  still,  without   '"•^™*g  any  wa- 
tkm  as  to  our  intention  of  qnittiiig  Vnaa^  or 
casting  the  least  reproach  on  yon,  I  have  air 
mitted  that  I  am  miserable^  wreldied  be^fcmd  a 
good  man's  belief;  and  I  have  aolenmly  entreitod 
of  him  and  Mellish  never  to  expoae  me  to  Geoip^ 
but  if  possible  disguise  it  from  hiniy  ezphiniBg 
my  intention  of  shunning  every  place  where  ec 
were  likely  to  meet/' 

I  somewhat  angrily  expatiated  od  thefcDjrf 
placing  such  uncalled-for  confidenoe  in  La  tmaif 
observing  that  if  she  even  fidt  unlaappy  in  kr 
position,  it  would  be  more  prudent  to  diaginie  tL 

^'  Prudence  and  I !"  she  repealed  with  a  Utter 
laugh— ''but  fear  not,  Freville^  I  abaU  be  Ae 
liveliest  of  the  lively — 

**  The  light  unmeaning  thi^f^ 
That  smiles  with  all,  and  waifB  vitt  BMa** 


Yet,"  she  continued,  **the  Iieart 
after  sympathy,  and  I  know  La  9msA  inD  i 
for  me — ^perhaps  offier  up  a  pnje^ittr  flNlVf  li 
my  suffering  soul — and  yon,  BVe«Jlh|;V0lU'4aif 
me  tliis  solitary  hopeP'    As  i 
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Is  she  quitted  the  apartment.  In  such  moods 
sasoning  was  vain,  so  I  dispatched  the  letter 
then  issued  orders  for  our  departure^  which  I 
Ived  should  take  place  on  that  evening.  By 
expedition,  I  hoped  to  elude  all  interference 
remonstrance  from  La  Franck. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

The  pleasure  experienced  throQgfaoiit  Enghad 
by  the  restoration  of  peace  seemed  to  hmve  changed 
the  national  character.  Wherever  we  stopped,  «e 
met  numbers  either  returning  firom  the  Contincflt 
to  meet  expecting  friends^  or  harrying  there  to 
visit  the  blood-stained  scenes  of  the  late  war.  An 
air  of  gaiety  was  diffused  over  every  oonnteoaiioe^ 
and  the  bright  summer  season  accorded  well  with 
the  feeling  of  universal  happiness. 

On  reaching  London,  Aigline  and  I  found  it 
still  crowded  by  foreigners  of  distinction.  Ci^ 
cumstances  which  it  is  needless  to  reooon^  fad^ 
while  in  Paris,  won  for  me  the  firiendship  of  Prince 
Metternich,  who  now  honoured  me  bj  a  patticnlir 
introduction  to  the  Emperor  of  Rossia  and  Ui 
august  sister.  This  exalted  my  ovci  weening 
vanit}',  and  I  resolved  to  sunroand  myself  witt 
regal  magnificence.  For  this  pnipoae^  I  hired  a 
noble  residence ;  and  in  despite  of  tlie  dings  and 
insinuations  of  Mr.  Monymoxe,  wlio  was  per* 
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r  astonished  at  the  facility  with  which  I 
squandering  the  (^d  Nabob's  much-yaliied 
of  rupees^  I  set  up  an  immense  establish- 

lad  brought  from  Spain  six  superior  Andalu- 
lorses^  of  rather  a  small  breed.  Two  of  these 
sented  to  the  R^ent^  who  honoured  me  by 
acceptance  and  his  notice.  He  also  claimed 
aud  introduction  to  Aigline,  of  whom  he 
's  spoke  as  being  the  most  perfectly  beautiful 
n  he  had  ever  seen.  All  this  was  very  flat- 
^  and  brought  me  into  such  repute^  that  I 
had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  myself  sought 
and  received  as  the  favourite  of  princes.  It 
in  truth  a  strange  change  from  the  period  I 
Lived  in  a  sordid  lodging,  with  no  friend  or 
Anion;  and  there  was  something  boyish  in 
eeling  which  led  me  to  drive  Aigline  in  my 
Appointed  phaeton,  drawn  by  four  spirited 
,  to  see  the  dwelling  which  had  sheltered  my 
rty. 

le  position  I  now  held,  supported  by  wealth, 
bated  my  every  object.  Immediately  on  being 
Lnted  to  the  Regency,  his  Royal  Highness 
reinstated  the  Duke  of  York  in  his  former 
of  commander-in-chief, — ^the  illness  of  Sir 
d  Dundas  affording  the  opportunity  for  doing 
act  of  justice.  This  was  favourable  to  my 
i.     I  requested  an  audience  of  the  duke ;  it 


86 


THE    DEKBHUBSTS. 


was  graciously  granted,  and  he  i 
patronised  by  his  august  brother, 
his  condescension,  in  as  few  woida  at  dn  < 
admitted,  I  acquainted  him  that  in  fiMmer  4)i 
Colonel  Mellish  and  I  had  been  aduNdUlomai 
friends ;  consequently  on  coming  in  fiir  8v  lipi 
Deerhurst's  property,  I  had  praaonted  Uafik 
his  troop,  which  he  unhesitating^  ■oeeplid;klt 
that  since,  some  disagreement  hsfing  arinn  k- 
tween  us  in  Paris,  with  all  the  impetoiMilf  m1  ' 
pride  of  his  country,  taking  advaat^gb  af  liji 
peace,  he  was  going  to  dispose  of  hit  camfUm 
—his  sole  dependence — ^to  repay  me.  Anil  Mi* 
eluded  by  representing  that  from.my  giaet.w^jl 
the  money  was  no  possible  olgeel;  hift.lM 
Colonel  Mellish  to  my  entreatigg  ernel  B}?ciggW 
remained  obdurate. 

Now,  although  in  tliis  simple  stateioaitt  I  bii 

no  intention  of  gaining  on  royal  favour,  thsdik 

warmly  shaking  my  hand^  expressed  hU  <pp»^ 

bation  of  what  he  chose  to  term  my  ttiagnaaiBMit 

method  of  acting  towards  nne  wlio  had  quantlkiJ 

with  me,  offering  to  act  as  a  friend  ljetweefti»^ 

bring  about  a  reconciliatioTu     So  fis^  was  be  i 

this  purpose,  that  I  was  at  length  oonipeiy  i 

acquaint  him  that  the  disagreement  had  insce^ 

jealousy;  and  Colonel  Mellisli,  being  such  a 

lieaded  Irishman,  I  was  confident  that  emi  ii* 

highnesses  interference,  howsoever  it  wi^iikl  iaw*^ 
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Xa  both,  could  only  widen  the  breach  and  lead  to 
m  dud ;  a  result  I  was  solicitous  to  avoid. 

Being  at  length  convinced,  with  a  shake  of  his 
head  he  gravely  said,  "  It  is  ever  thus :  women 
rise  between  us  and  our  best  purposes,  dissohdng 
the  ties  of  friendship;  it  is  our  wealcness.  Sir 
Freville/*  he  added  smiling,  "  and  wise  observa- 
tions on  the  subject  are  out  of  date,  moreover 
ungallant ;  so  I  promise  to  act  according  to  your 
wishes/^  I  would  have  thanked  him,  but  he 
graciously  said,  '^  Independent  of  the  pleasure  of 
obli^ng  you,  I  should  be  sorry  to  lose  such  a 
soldier  as  Colonel  Mellish/'  I  then  bade  my 
adieu,  saying  that  the  price  of  the  troop  should  be 
lodged  at  my  agent's ;  and  returned  with  feelings 
of  gratitude  for,  and  admiration  of,  the  urbanity  of 
my  noble  commander. 

Although,  as  the  season  was  passed,  my  saloons 
were  supposed  to  oflFer  the  only  remaining  attrac- 
tion that  remained  in  London,  still  I  was  impa- 
tient to  be  off;  and  Aigline  daily  urged  me  on 
the  subject;  so  I  resolved  to  delay  only  till  Mr. 
Monymore  arranged  his  accounts,  and  a  vessel  in 
which  we  purposed  to  sail  to  the  East,  was  fitted 
tip  for  our  reception. 

About  this  period,  we  received  an  intimation 
of  old  General  Mc  Misserton's  death.  It  greatly 
annoyed  and  embarrassed  me;  for  I  dreaded, 
lest  in  the  haughtiness  or  caprice  of  her  temper. 


SS  THE    DEERIIURSTS. 

Aiirline  might  exi>ect    me   to  many  bcr,  and  \ 
feared   this   tlie   more,  as   in   that  case,  oa  be 
brother's  return,  she  could,    without  heutabon, 
receive  liim ;  and  I  knew  they  were  fondly  attadiei 
Then  going  to  the  East  as  Lady  Deerhuist.  wdd 
aher  the  wliole  colour  of  lier  destiny.   On  the  other 
hand,  my  reason  revolted  from  uniting  mysdf  to 
a  woman  such  as  Aigline.      Good  heaven!  how 
could   I,  whose  ideas   of  female  excellence  ind 
dignity  had  been  founded  on  the  pure  reli§io«s 
character  of  Clara  Arnheim,  give  my  name,  and 
place  my  lionour  in  the  keeping  of  such  a  being? 
It  was  then,  tliat,  for  the  first  time,  I  fully  expe- 
rienced tlic  vast  ditferencc  of  the  power  over  a 
man's  mind,  be   lie   ever   so   licentious,  swaved 
by  a  truly  virtuous  wonian,  or  one  who  has  dis- 
retjardcd  tlio  wise  ordinances  of  society.     Even  in 
lier  sWcut  tomb,  my  memory  dwelt  upon  Clan 
witli     respectful   tenderness;    while    amidst    the 
excellence  of  her  living  beauty,  the  fascinations  of 
her  accomplishments  and  superior  talents,  I  onlf 
viewed  Aigline  as  a  creature  to  be  pitied,  aw!, 
shall    Freville    Dcerhurst    presume   to   say  it— 
despised. 

The  Mc  Misscrton's  death  disturbed  the  har- 
mony which  since  our  arrival  in  England  bad 
existed  between  us.  It  were  impossible  for  m* 
now  to  say  wliat  passed  in  Aigline*s  mind,  or 
whether  she  ever  admitted  the  wish  of  uniting 
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te  to  mine;  but  dreading  her  influence^  and 
wn  weakness^  I  b^an  to  shun  her  society, 
eeing  less  company  at  home,  pleaded  con- 
engi^ments.  No  doubt  her  quick  penetra- 
livined  my  thoughts,  and  oh !  what  her 
spirit  must  have  suffered  at  the  consci- 
is  of  being  so  despised,  and  by  me !  Too 
ty  to  express  her  mortification,  she  assumed 
•ible,  a  greater  volatility  of  manner,  sup- 
g  it  by  a  freer  indulgence  in  laudanum, 
kept  her  in  a  constant  fever  of  excitement : 
»petite  was  gone,  but  her  colour  was  so  rich, 
res  so  sparkling,  how  could  I  suspect  that 
e — ^the  decline  of  a  broken  heart— lay 
di  such  a  bright  exterior. 
BW  days  after  we  had  heard  of  the  Mc  Mis- 
s's death,  Mc  Duff  &ower  arrived  in  London, 
me  to  arrange  with  Aigline  about  her  join- 
and  nothing  could  be  more  gentlemanlike 
sral  than  his  conduct.  At  first  she  was  much 
4  at  the  meeting,  but  after  a  while  cheered 
\d  seemed  to  find  a  pleasure  in  his  society ; 
I  he  undoubtedly  was  a  fine  soldierly-looking 
1,  possessed  of  great  vivacity,  my  unreason- 
md  selfish  jealousy  was  aroused,  and  this 
icreased  almost  to  madness  when,  having 
^ned  that  the  preparations  for  our  voyage  to 
last  would  be  concluded  on  the  following 
I,  Aigline  mildly  but  peremptorily  declared 
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her  resolution  of  not  accompanying  me;  obwrnib 
that  being  rendered  independent  by  ber  jonM^ 
it  was  her  intention  to  seek  some  retiiemcnt 
Though  she  was  too  proud  to  make  any  db 
to  my  not  ha^dng  proposed  marriage,  in  hm'^  | 
gree  I  imputed  her  intention  of  quitting  metokl 
disappointment ;  and  though  it  did  not  daifea} 
views  on  the  subject,  I  determined  to  spue  M 
pains  to  detain  her.     However,  my  temper  ki 
become  so  ungovernable  that,   one  day,  kflf 
all  command  over  it,  I  accused  her  of  bfa| 
Mc  Duff.    This  shocked  her,  and  justly— lor  it «■ 
not  so,  she  being  perfectly  sincere  in  her  ezpnMi 
intention  of  retiring  to  some  solitude;  sad  Ae 
reproached  me  with  bitterness.     I  retaliated;  ai 
for  some  days  a  scene  of  quarrelling  ensued.  IW- 
haps  it  was  from  witnessing  this,  tlist  MclM 
imbibed  a  prejudice  against  me :  he  ooold  semdlf 
command  his  dislike  even  in  my  presence^  vUe 
he  treated  Aighne  in  a  manner  at  onoe  napadti 
and  tender;  such,  in  short,  as  her  bralhcraqj^ 
have  assumed.      Indeed,  there  was  one   Aag 
remarkable  in   the  fate  of  tliia   moat  anlap^ 
being — that  even  in  her  position^  amidst  the  Mlf 
of  her  wild  manner,  there  oopaaionaUj  ^pM>' 
such  touches  of  deep  feelings-  of  rsapaet  iv  As 
virtue   she  had   outraged,  and  of 
remorse,  that  several,  even  amidat  my 
acquaintances — chosen  as    they  wot   iv 
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^^rihutes  of  rank  or  fashion^  not  for  any  moral 

^^Cellence — treated  her  with   marked   kindness^ 

^/^kich  amounted  almost  to  respect,  and  experi- 

^^^bnd  a  lively  interest  in  her  fate.     But  I  must 

^INhUju  over  these  uninteresting  details,  and  come 

^ttonoe  to  the  scenes  which  led  to  our  separation. 

^'It  was  on  the  15  th  of  September. — Well  do 

'I  remember  the  day,  for  its  events  were  engraven 

•M  my  heart  by  an  undying  sorrow.  The  morning 

:nae  in  aU  its  autumnal  softness ;  and  as  I  sat  at 

:/keakfia8t  with   Aigline,   with   more  of  kindness 

Ann  I  had  for  some  time  displayed,  I  proposed 

Nker  accompanying  me  to  the  Park,  which,  in  con- 

'VRiiience  of  the  arrival  of  two  Persian  princes, 

Timlio  generally  rode  there  in  their  eastern  costumes, 

'Wtw  more  than  ever  frequented.    At  first  she  hesi- 

'tated,  but  ultimately  consented.     She  was  a  very 

■gnceful  horse-woman,  and  rode  inimitably ;  and  I 

Icept  for  her  express  use  two  beautiful  horses,  but 

-her  fttvourite  was  a  dappled  grey  mare  of  exquisite 

form^  and  so  spirited,  that  few  women  could  have 

ventured  the  attempt  to  manage  her. 

While  we  still  conversed,  McDuff,  who  in 
despite  of  my  stern  looks  and  cold  manner,  had, 
whenever  he  chose,  the  entrde  of  my  house,  where 
'■  he  was  sure  of  being  well  received  by  Aigline, 
entered.  He  looked  anxious  and  confused,  and  my 
jealousy  imputed  this  to  his  having  expected  a 
tfite-a-t^te,  and  I  rather  enjoyed  his  discomfiture. 
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Aigline,  not  observing  the  alteration  in  Idi  CBSr 
tenance,  began  to  speak  with  a  forced  p^i 
manner^  for  latterly  all  her  eheerf idnm  biA  tal  | 
assumed.     Her  once  naturally  baoyint  i 
crushed  never  again  to  expand  to  happbok  it 
first  he  attempted  to  ward  herofl^sndteMV 
time  a  playful  repartee  passed  betwaen  thoa;  Ut 
the  hearts  of  both  were  oppressed,  and  iki 
died  away.    All  the  time  I  had  obMrred  a  ii 
silence,  tossing  over  the  newspapers  ' 
ing  a  line.    To  relieve  the  evident  awl 
McDuff  addressing  me^  began  to  oonvemrflli 
Princess  of  VVales^  whose  canae  at  die  ped 
excited  the  interest  of  Great  Britain, 
the  leading  topic  in  every  society. 
that  he  supported  the  Princess's  cana^  tomt^Hj 
him,  independent  of  my  private  aflfeetion  fa  As 
Regent,  whose  condescending  kindnc 
my  kindness,   I  resolved  to  oenson  her  i 
and  uphold  the   Regent  and   Queen  Qorilllii 
Words  grew  warm  between  us— onr  aigvMlk 
receiving  an  impetus  from  tlie   dislike  «e  fcv- 
boured  to  each  other.    My  coadeninatkMtif  the 
Princess  amounted  to  virulence;  irinlethsmlk 
Scot  upheld  her  with  a  spirit  of 
worthy  of  liis  high  descent     At  1 
at  an  observation  he  made  on  tbe  vaqt  tf  Jir 
lantry  in  speaking  ill  of  a  lady  and  mi 
if  she  merited  the  insult;  I  egclaiinsdy  i 
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^     Pshaw,  when  a  woman,  no  matter  what  lier  rank, 
^^•es  her  self-respect,  she  cannot  expect  to  be 


i,  nor  is  it  a  bad  regulation  of  society, 

^Plitsbeisnot." 

"^Pl  pansedy  for  a  sigh  burst  from  Aigline,  who, 

^^pdiont  joining  in   our  conversation,  had  been 

MentiTely  listening.     On   the  instant  we  both 

tamed  towards   her,  and  ^ite  of  the  self-com- 

'  ^and  she  had  latterly  acquired,  the  tears  rolled 
lipidly  down  her  glowing  cheeks ; — she  had  seldom 
wept,  for  her  proud  heart  struggled  againt  its 
stfierings ;  and  now,  as  I  beheld  the  expression  of 
nmitterable  woe  that  pervaded  her  countenance, 
I  inwardly  cursed  myself  for  permitting  my  empty 
jealousy  to  lead  on  to  language  insulting  to  her 
unhappy  position;  had  we  been  alone,  even  on  my 
kneesy  I  would  have  entreated  forgiveness  for  the 
inadvertency;  but  in  the  presence  of  McDuff, 
I  erald  not  endure  such  humiliation,  so  I  remained 
nlent.  Not  so  he : — in  a  voicehoarse  from  sub- 
dued anger,  he  cried,  ^^Mrs.  McMisserton,  as 
tlie  widow  of  my  deceased  uncle,  I  have  a  just 
right  to  guard  you  Arom  insult;  let  me  then  entreat 
that  you  will  quit  the  protection  of  Sir  Preville 
Deerhurst,  who,  whatever  your  errors,  must  be 
void  of  all  sensibility  thus  to  wound  you/^ 

I  tamed  fiercely  on  him  ;  but  ere  I  could  speak, 
recovering  her  self-command,  Aigline  dashed  the 
tears  from  her  eyes,  and  in  soft  accents  said, — 
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'*  Mc  DufiF,  if  you  really  entertain  any  legBl 
for  one  so  unworthy,  avoid,  on  my  accoant,  d 
quarrelling;  it  would  greatly  aggravate  my  naMq, 
which,  alas!  nothing  can  alleviate.**  She  ] 
then  with  a  forced  laugh,  which  almoat  i 
to  an  hysterical  one,  added,  ^'  bendes,  my  pnad 
Scot,  you  have  the  worst  of  the  aigomenfe— Sr 
Freville  has  reason  on  his  side — ^yoa  are  M  rf 
chivalry  and  romance ;  and,  strange  as  it  nif 
appear,  I  not  only  feel,  but  respect^  the  ilm 
truth :  that  a  woman  who  forgets  her  own  adf> 
respect,  can  never  be  esteemed^  not  even  by  Um 
for  whose  love  the  sacrifice  was  made.  In  nm 
would  poetical  illusion  struggle  to  cast  a  liib 
around  vice.  So,  Mc  Duff,  reserve  your  cb- 
quence  and  good  sword  for  a  better  cans^  dss 
upholding  one  who  is  a  reproach,  to  her  aei^  wd 
a  curse  to  all  connected  with  her;  and,  tatAwftf 
I  have  courage  enough  to  support  the  evil  I'km 
drawn  on  myself.'*  As  she  apoke,  ahe~  diOT  ajp 
her  person  to  its  full  height,  folded  her  annSfWl 
threw  into  her  beautiful  featmea  a  lode  af  criM 
but  stem  resolution. 

Mc  Duff  gazed  on  her  with  a  miztnvsoCadM^ 
ation  and  pity,  then  in  soothing  ■mr***  mH 
^^Mrs.  McMisserton,  that  one  of  jov  fMi 
heroic  nature  could  by  any  cmmnttllaqoa^  W  U 
on  to  error,  appears  so  extnmibMff  ttai  ■! 
wonder  at  it  can  only  be 
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"^liat  any  man  acquainted  with  your  many  noble 
%Qalities  and  misfortunes^  could  so  far  forget  liim- 
lelf  as  to  insult  you.  By  heavens^  it  is  passing 
itnnge!  Tet^  if  you  continue  to  respect  Sir 
Seville  Deerhurst,  it  will  be  more  wonderful 
•till/'  He  was  retiring  with  a  slow  step  and 
lunghty  air;  but  resuming  her  volatile  manner^ 
Aigline  bounded  after  him^  exclaiming^  ^^Ob^  come^ 
my  gentle  Scot^  we  have  had  enough  of  these 
heroics ;  say,  will  you  join  our  ride  in  the  Park  ? 
the  whole  London  world  are  to  be  there/^ 

He  appeared  confused,  but  in  a  hurried  voice 
replied,  *'  Certainly,  if  you  wish  it  particularly/* 

She  looked  inquiringly  into  his  face,  then  laying 
her  hand  on  his,  said,  smiling,  ^'  I  have  not  as 
yet  lost  my  powers  of  divination.  It  was  kind  of 
you,  sooner  than  wound  my  feelings,  to  consent 
to  my  thoughtless  request.  Certes,  it  would  not 
do  to  have  the  prudent,  modest,  Scotch  wife  hear 
in  her  highland  home,  that  Iier  laird  was  gallantly 
escorting  me  through  the  Park, — it  might  lead  to 
madfi  confusion.  Now,  McDuff,  confess — ^was  I 
not  right  when  I  said  that  you  were  too  much 
guided  by  romance  ?  But  I,  too,  can  be  generous, 
and  will  not  permit  your  attendance.'^ 

He  sighed  as  he  answered;  ^^Mrs.  Mc  Misser- 
ton,  how  unfortunate  that  you,  so  considerate  for 
others,  should  have  neglected  your  own  happiness. 
However,  in  respect  of  this  same  ride,  my  express 
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lowing  him^  I  said^  '^  Captain  Gower^  after  what 
has  occurred^  you  must  expect  to  hear  from  me 
to-morrow/' 

**  To-night,  if  you  please/'  he  retorted ;  ^^  but 
before  I  go,  I  would  explain  my  motive  for 
advising  Mrs.  McMisserton  not  to  ride  in  the 
park/'  So  saying,  he  leant  towards  me  to  whisper 
fliomething. 

'  But  Aigline,  seeing  us  in  conversation,  darted 
forward,  and  with  gentle  violence  was  pushing 
him  out.  At  the  same  time,  in  a  haughty  voice, 
I  said,  ^^  Excuse  me.  Captain  Gower,  but  I  must 
return  to  my  company/*  He  looked  distressed, 
but  having  no  alternative,  quitted  the  house. 

It  was  some  time  before  Aigline  again  joined 
me  in  the  breakfast-parlour,  where  I  remained 
conversing  with  my  visitors,  most  of  whom  were 
partisans  of  the  Regent  She  was  dressed  in  her 
riding  habit,  and  wore  a  hat:  both  were  very 
plain,  but  the  style  of  dress  was  particularly 
becoming  to  her,  and  she  looked  so  beautiful,  that 
all  present  gazed  with  admiration.  This  dis- 
tressed me,  for  I  at  once  discovered  she  had  been 
indulging  in  her  habit  of  taking  laudanum,  and 
consequently,  was  much  excited  j  apprehensive  lest 
others  might  observe  it,  I  rang  for  our  horses  and 
hastened  with  her  to  the  park. 

It  was  late  when  we  reached  there,  and  amidst 
a  brilliant  cort%e  we  saw  the  Duke  of  York  on 

▼Olf  III.  F 
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horseback,  acccompanied  by  the  Persian  pimeei) 
and  a  lanre  party  of  noblemen  and  field-offiooi 
As  we  passed  on.  his  Royal  Highness  sainted  us 
graciously;  and  as  1  returned  the  honour,  my 
empty  vanity  was  2:ratifie(i  by  the  remarks  made 
on  our  horses,  which,  in  truth,  could  not  be 
equalled  in  Enirland.  Airline  too  had  been 
5;iliitod  bv  the  Commander-in-chief  and  his  partr, 
wV.ilc  her  brilliant  style  of  beauty  so  awakened 
tho  admiration  of  the  Persians,  that  thev  bnnt 
forth  into  an  extravagance  of  praise  quite  orientil 
v.\  its  cx])ression;  and  at  the  duke's  desire^  one 
of  his  aides-de-camp  rode  fonvard  to  acquaint  her, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  invite  me  to  spend  the 
evening  witli  his  Royal  Highness.  All  this  was 
very  flattering;  and  surrounded  by  a  dashing  set 
of  fashionables,  we  rode  cantering  and  carvettiig 
througli  the  park,  exciting  the  admiration,  and  no 
doubt  envy  of  many  who,  dazzled  by  outward 
show  and  our  merr\'  mood,  considered  us  sape^ 
lativcly  liappy.  Yet  perhaps  at  the  period^  Lon- 
don among  its  myriads,  contained  not  one  moR 
essentially  miserable  than  poor  Aigline. 

The  royal  party  retired  early  in  the  aftemoooi 
but  Aigline,  who  was  in  one  of  her  gayest  moodi^ 
still  pressed  me  to  stay.  We  were  moring  skiwly 
to  rest  our  tired  steeds,  when  we  aw  Colond 
Mellish  and  La  Franek  riding  forward^  and  lO 
engaged  in  conversation  as  not  to  ; 
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oeaily  face  to  face.  Roused  to  observation^  the 
finrmer  looked  fiercely  on  me,  then  casting  a  look 
of  unutterable  scorn  on  Aigline,  turned  his  horse's 
liead  in  the  opposite  direction  and  rode  off.  I 
looked  hastily  to  see  how  she  was  affected;  she 
looked  much  excited,  but  was  speaking  rapidly 
and  with  forced  spirits  to  some  of  the  party.  At 
that  instant,  she  called  out,  ^^  A  race,  a  race  !''  and 
then  amidst  shouts  of  laughter,  gallopped  off. 

Though  I  felt  displeased  at  her  levity,  I  was 
preparing  to  follow,  when  laying  his  hand  on  my 
bridle.  La  Franck  in  a  gentle  tone  said,  '^  Freville, 
let  me  entreat  you  to  grant  me  a  few  moments' 
attention;  my  zeal  may  be  importunate,  but  the 
motive  that  urges  me  on  is  at  least  friendly .'* 

These  were  the  first  words  he  had  addressed  to 
me  since  we  had  been  playfellows  in  Cork.  It 
ms  the  first  time  also,  since  my  grandfather's 
death,  that  I  had  been  simply  called  "  Freville," 
except  by  Aigline.  Its  famiUarity  and  the  mild 
voice  spoke  to  my  heart  of  former  days,  and  the 
unjust  prejudice  I  had  so  carefully  nurtiured 
vaanshed,  and  involuntarily  I  reached  out  my 
hand.  La  Franck  grasped  it  with  emotion,  ex* 
daiming,  ^^I  thank  you,  Freville,  for  this  mark 
of  confidence;  it  is  a  guarantee  that  my  advice 
wiSi.  not  be  disregarded.'' 

This  starded  me;  resuming  my  haughty  man* 
ner  I  replied,  *'Mr.  La  Franck,  you  can  scarcely, 
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some  untoward  circumstance  learn  the  events  I 
have  so  carefully  guarded  from  his  knowledge/  ^ 

Much  agitated,  I  cried,  *^  When  did  Sir  Egbert 
Eastville  die,  and  where?  and  La  Franck,  as  you 
are  a  man, — ^a  christian,  explain  to  what  events 
Mellish  alludes.  I  always  guessed  some  mystery 
hung  over  Lady  Eastville's  last  moments/^ — I 
paused,  for  again  the  wild  rapturous  hope  that 
she  lived  flashed  across  my  thoughts. 

La  Franck  replied,  ^^Freville,  I  will  not  deny 
that  Mellish  long  since  confided  to  my  keeping  the 
whole  of  the  unfortunate  adventures  at  the  Ter- 
race; but  it  was  under  the  seal  of  secrecy,  and  it 
is  needless  to  say  that  nothing  can  persuade  me 
to  cancel  my  promise;  but  as  I  am  of  opinion  that 
you  should  be  made  fully  acquainted  with  every 
circumstance,  I  shall  use  my  persuasions  with 
Mellish  to  consent  to  my  relating  them;  in  the 
mean  time,  as  you  value  your  own  peace  of  mind, 
avoid  Lord  Plinlimmon  and  the  other  friends  of 
the  departed  Sir  Egbert,  at  least  till  the  first  glow 
of  feeling  for  his  sad  fate  is  softened  down»^'  So 
saying,  no  doubt  to  avoid  further  entreaties,  he 
hurried  away,  while  absorbed  by  a  thousand  strange 
fancies,  I  rode  rapidly  and  heedlessly  forward,  till 
my  horse,  careless  as  myself,  stumbled  over  a  tree 
which  had  been  cut  down  and  awkwardly  left 
across  the  path,  flinging  me  forward  head  over 
heels  and  breaking  his  own  knees.     Being  unin- 


instant,  I  \^ 
trifles. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

I  WALKED  very  quick*  I  know  not  what  time 
I  might  have  taken;  but  being  much  flushed  and 
heated^  I  turned  down  the  stable  lane  that  led  to 
the  back  entrance  of  my  residence^  and  moving 
rapidly  I  entered  the  house  unperceived^  and  going 
up  the  front  stairs  reached  the  principal  saloon ; 
but  just  as  I  was  going  to  enter,  paused  on  hearing 
the  voice  of  McDuflF  Gower.  It  seemed  he  was 
answering  some  request  of  Aigline's^  for  he  dis- 
tinctly said,  *"•'  Probably  Sir  Freville  will  not  re- 
turn these  two  liours,  and  it  may  be  then  too  late ; 
so  let  me  again  implore  you  to  let  me  take  you 
home.  I  cannot  endure  to  see  you  in  this  state  of 
suffering." 

^^  No^  no !''  she  repUed^  in  a  piercing  tone^  '^  do 
not  press  me ;  and  should  he  not  return  in  an  hour^ 
I  will  send  Llewellyn  to  acquaint  you.  In  the 
mean  time,  go  and  keep  watch ;  as  you  hope  far 
mercy  do  not  let  him  discover  me :  I  could  not 
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deprive  m 
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0  as  to  wound  her  by  my  contempt  and  indiflTer- 
Qce;    but  the  conflicting  passion  of  anger,  jea^ 
>usy,  and  r^et — ^for  I  could  not  solely  conquer 
le  lattery-were  not  so  easily  mastered,  and  as 
ith  steady  steps  and  erect  courage  I  marched  into 
le  saloon,  I  have  no  doubt  that  my  face,  which  I 
It  burning,  was  perfectly  distorted  by  rage.     On 
eing  me  Aigline  uttered  an  exclamation^  and 
ade  a  spring  forward,  but  waiving  her  back  in  a 
em,  though  quivering  voice,  I  said,  *^  No  acting ; 
>  deception  5  heaven  knows  you  are  so  lost,  that 
en  the  seeming  show  of  virtue — of  feeling,  I 
ould  say — may  now  be  laid  aside.    As  to  me,  to 
ike  use  of  an  expression  of  Mellish's,  my  part 
you  is  for  ever  over,'*  and  I  turned  to  go,  but 
e  grasped  me  by  the  arm,  saying,  but  very  indis- 
ictly,  for  her  voice  was  stifled  with   emotion, 
Preville,  have  you  heard  of  his  arrival,  and  will 
u  not  keep  your  promise  ?*'     I  interrupted  her, 
rcely  exclaiming,  "  I  have  not  only  heard  of,  but 
m  him,  and  know  all ;  wretched  and  lost  as  you 
5,  how  dare  you  cling  to  me  ?     How  dare  you 
ik  to  me  for  future  protection  or  kindness? 
)ow,  that  I  abhor,  detest,  renounce  you,'^  and 
ihing  her  Fudely  off,  I  bounded  down  the  stairs, 
e  uttered  one  of  her  doleful  cries,  then  in  pierc- 
;  accents  cried  out,  "  Freville,  have  you  no  pity; 
nk  you  I  could  see  him  and  live  ?    Oh,  God !  is 
re  no  mercy  for  me  ?    Freville,  I  claim  your 

f3 
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soleran  pramise/*    By  this  time  I  bad  reached  tk 
hall— she  rushing   after   me — but  my  heart  wii 
hardened  against  her,  and  on  opening  the  door,  I 
cast  towards  her  a  look  of  scorn.     She  was  dretdr 
FiiIIy  flushed  and  excited^  and  just  bs  I  was  g^ 
out,  fell  on  her  knees,  clinging  to  mine  with  stadi 
forces  that  I  could  scarcely  disentangle  myself  from 
her  grasp.    Thus  we  stood  in  the  door-way  ex- 
posed to  any  person^s  observation  who  chanced  to 
ps^s  down  the  square*     This  added  shame  to  my 
other  emotions,  and  I  spoke  harshly,  vcrj*  har&hlf 
She  attempted  to  reply,  but  her  speech  m*aa  goM, 
and  she  panted  dreadfully,  and  as  her  dark  dilited 
eyes  were  fixed  beseechingly  upon  mine,  and 
her  rich  hair^  loosed  from  its  comb,  fell  over 
form,  she  bore  a  look  of  abandonment  and  des] 
to  which  no  description  can  do  justice.     Strange! 
that  I  could  gaze  upon  her  and  not  be  softened; 
but  jealousy^  from  whatever  source  it  springs,  i&t 
fearful  passion;  under  its  influence^  I  oaed  mj 
personal  strength  against  the  hapl^s  being  r  fai^ni 
l^r  from  the  ground  I  attempted  to  pkc€  her  ti 
her  feet,  but  her  struggles  prevented  me ;  so  hjia$ 
her  gently  on  the  marble  floorj  I  rusheil  down  the 
steps,  first  taking  the  preeaution  to  ck)se  the  doOf 
and  to  ring  tlie  bell,  that  the  servants  mjghfe  altand 
her.     As  I  did  so,  I  heard  a  smothered  graaQ«  ui 
a  kind  of  gurgling  sound.     It  certainly  stoutkj 
ttiei  but  imputing  it  to  efforts  ta  suppress  ki 
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sobs,  I  felt  no  alanii^  but  mattering  to  myself^ 
^She  can  now  elope  with  her  beloved  McDuff 
Gfower^  her  noble  Scot.  No  fear  of  interruption 
on  my  part,  for  I  rejoice  to  be  rid  of  her,  Lat- 
terly she  has  been  a  great  incumbrance,  and  her 
temper  became  so  bad.  I  have  been  most  fortu- 
nate in  this  her  new  fancy.  Lord  Beletrieve  was 
right ; — these  matters  always  end  in  some  annoy- 
ance.'*  As  I  thus  attempted  to  delude  myself — 
for  in  truth  I  was  terribly  excited — I  hurried  on 
till  I  reached  the  Green  Park.  Entering  it,  I 
directed  my  steps  towards  the  north-east  angle, 
atid  flinging  myself  on  a  bench  placed  beneath 
a  cluster  of  trees,  strove  to  regain  some  degree  of 
composure,  and  to  lay  down  some  plan  of  action. 
My  most  engrossing  idea  was — should  I  treat 
Aigline  and  McDu£f  with  the  contempt  of  appearing 
perfectly  indifferent  to  their  proceedings ;  or  should 
I  call  out  the  latter,  and  make  him  answer  for  his 
conduct? 

It  was  by  this  time  past  eight  in  the  afternoon ; 
the  park  was  deserted  of  nearly  all  company  except 
some  children,  who,  with  their  attendants^  still 
lingered  on  at  play ;  and  while  I  doubtfully  dwelt 
on  the  question — should  I,  or  should  I  not,  chal- 
lenge Captain  McDuff  Gower^  I  was  attracted 
by  a  group  of  little  boys,  who  were  standing  on 
the  water's  edge,  calling  out,  ^^  Oh — it  has  eso^ted 
— it  will  be  lost;  what  shall  we  do?'^  and  so  forth. 
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Involuntarily  I  looked  to  see  what  had  oeouid, 
and  perceived  a  faiiy  yacht  with  its  nils  unfaiU 
driving  rapidly  down  the  water^  a  ailken  oord  hj 
which  it  had  been  held  trailing  after.    It  nendi 
to  where  I  sat,  and,  with  snrpriaey  I  behdd  die 
tiny  vessel  which,  under  Mr.  Tennant's  ii 
tions,  I  had  formerly  built  for  Claim 
Oh,  how  impossible  to  give  language  to  the  i 
mories  connected  with  the  simple  toy;  my  i 
enthusiastic  mother,  the  gentle  religioiii  Otn, 
my  proud  reckless  father,  the  scientific  Mr.  Toi- 
nant,  and  the  gay  carol  of  AigUne,  aa  ahe  dlvMel 
its  baby  crew,  rose  in  review  before  me^  aad* 
aU,  save  the  latter,  were  gone, — ^the  aad  inhilii-- 
tants  of  the  silent  tomb — and  yet  how  abort  Ab 
period  since  they  had  breathed  aromid  in  life  aad- 
love,  forming  my  whole  of  intereat  and  aflbctioal- 
Could  it  indeed  be,  that  I  now  only  lecaDed.diaii 
as  the  phantoms  of  imagination;  oouM  it  be  tiMt- 
these  my  companions,  my  frienda^  my  bdovaij 
ones,  were  no  more?     What  dm  to  me^ 
earth^s  vaunted  treasures  ?  all  bore  the  u 
sorrow  and  death.    As  these  thougbta 
my  awakened  fancy — ^unsupported^  imacortiai  bf -- 
one  hope  of  a  blessed  hereafltery'aa  i 
the  departed  or  myself,  I  roae  i 
ing, — "  Yes,  I  will  return  and 
whatever  her  faults,  she  shall 
ness,  for  she  is  the  last  link  lAidk^mmtim^ 
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with  the  regretted  past;  and  should  she  be  severed 
from  my  side  the  world  would  soon  be  a  desert; 
and  I  am  still  young,  very  young  ;'*  and  as  I 
looked  forward  to  the  long  period  of  years  I  might 
yet  be  doomed  to  linger  on,  I  groaned  aloud.  At 
the  instant  a  boy  of  about  seven  or  eight,  clad 
in  very  deep  but  rich  mourning,  ran  towards 
me,  and,  seizing  me  by  the  hand,  exclaimed  with 
vivacity,  ^^  Dear  sir,  perhaps  with  your  cane  you 
would  try  and  stop  my  little  boat ;  see,  it  is  float- 
ing away,''  and  he  pointed  towards  it. 

I  looked  down  at  the  boy,  whose  face  was  turned 
upwards,  and,  good  heaven !  it  was  the  image  of 
my  lost  Clara ;  and,  on  the  instant,  I  recognised 
her  eldest  son,  her  first-bom,  fair  and  lovely  as 
she  herself  had  been.  To  remove  all  doubts,  in 
hasty  accents,  and  catching  him  by  the  hand,  I 
exclaimed,  *^  Boy,  what  is  your  name,  and  where 
did  you  get  that  little  yacht  ?'' 

A  bright  blush  passed  over  his  countenance, 
and  something  of  his  unfortunate  father's  stateli- 
ness  appeared  in  his  air,  as  in  an  energetic  tone 
of  voice,  and  a  manner  which  evinced  that  he  was 
offended,  he  proudly  answered,  "My  name  is 
Egbert  Eastville,  and  the  little  ship  was  my 
mama's,  and  Mr.  Aylsbury  gave  it  to  me,  and  said, 
I  should  take  great  care  of  it,  for  that  my  mama 
had  been  very  fond  of  it  when  alive :"  he  paused, 
and  then  in  a  tone  of  entreaty  added,  "  Do,  dear.. 
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my  be  so  kind  as  to  catch  it  £cir.iiM^  4 

may  sink;^^  and  as  he  looked  up  beiaecUn^hi 

was  still  more  like  unto  Clanu 

^'Fear  not  my  dear,  dear  child/'  I  eris^iii 
pressed  my  lips  to  his  forehead;  ^I  woddii 
any  thing  to  oblige,  to  serve  you.** 

^^  Oh,  you  are  very  good,  and  I  thank  yaa,*  b 
interrupted,  ^^  but  now  I  need  not  gm  yoa  Ai 
trouble,  for  see,  there  is  Mr.  AyUmry,  maA  In 
will  stop  it,  and  he  cannot  be  angry,  for  ', 
me  leave  to  float  it^*'  While  i 
followed  by  some  of  the  boys  who  had  ban  im- 
patiently listenmg  to  our  coOoquj,  nUle  aAm 
remained  at  the  water's  edge  wntahing  Aajiidib 
he  ran  off  and  joined  Mr.  AfUtmxj  itbOf  vift 
Lord  Plinlimmon,  was  slowly  adranciqg.  Ikf 
appeared  in  deep  conversation^  but  ateqpyed  ite 
the  children  approached,  and  1 1 
stoop  and  kiss  Egbert,  then  1 
who  was  loitering  about  I  j 
him  some  money  and  desiied  lie  woald^i 
yatch,  for  the  soldier  hastilyllirair 
and,  it  being  then  in  the  midcOa^lC  tho^ 


at  a  considerable  distance,  ^wiim  after  ii*  A  ku 
moments,  and  the  joyful  acclamations  of  the  lU- 
•dren  as  the  vessel  was  a&fely  landed  broke  os  n? 
ears;  and  then*  happiness^  and  the  recoUt^taaii  d 
my  own  when  1  too  was  young  and  floatisig  tk 
aame  toy  on  Gknmire  water,  incanoaaed  mj  i^ 
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pteuion ; — ^yet  a  greater  woe  than  I  had  yet  known 
nraited  me. 

In  the  exciting  scene  which  had  passed  between 
Aigline  and  me^  I  had  totally  forgotten  La  Franck's 
intelligence  that  Lord  Plinlimmon  and  Mr.  Ayls- 
bnry,  in  consequence  of  Sir  Egbert  Eastville's 
death  had  arrived  in  London^  until  I  saw  them 
iipproach ;  and  I  think  the  greatest  culprit  never 
experienced  more  confusion  at  standing  before  his 
ge^  than  I  did  from  the  dread  of  their  recogniz- 
;  me ;  for  not  all  the  sophistry  of  cosmopolitism 
enabled  me  to  despise  men  so  superior  in  their 
moral  excellence^  while  my  reason  assured  me 
lliey  must  alike  abhor  and  despise  my  professed 
lezity  of  principles.    Yet  they  were  now  so  near, 
lliat  my  only  hope  of  escape^  was  to  resume  my 
wmL     I  did  so  quickly,  and  drawing  down  my 
hat,  pulled  out  a  letter,  and  bent  over  it  as  if  en- 
gi^ged  in  the  perusal.    They  walked  by  without 
noticing  me,  then  stopped  to  observe  the  boys; 
wd  as  they  fiaced  the  water  their  backs  were 
tamed  towards  where  I  sat,  and  I  breathed  more 
fineely.     But  excitement  sharpened  n)y  hearing, 
md  I  overheard  some  of  their  conversation.    It 
appeared  to  be  the  continuation  of  the  subject; 
fer  Lord  Plinlinmion,  as  if  in  answer  to  Mr.  AyL»- 
buy,  somewhat  vehemently  said,  '^  It  may  be  so, 
bnt  I  persist  in  saying,  the  resemblance  that  boy 
toliis  mother  endears  him  to  me;  nay  niore> 
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when  I  gaze  on  his  countenance — «  type  olWf 
angelic  expression — I  feel  it  impooiUe  to  cnft 
the  tale  of  her  guilt** 

There  was  much  of  austerity  and  ooUiien  n 
Mr.  Aylsbury*s  manner^  as  he  refdiod,  ^  My  Loi^ 
I  once  thought  as  highly  of  ClaiB  Arnhdm  u  jm 
possibly  can ;  think  you,  then,  that  I  would  li^^ 
admit  the  scandal  attached  to  the  name  of  oae 
I  looked  upon  as  the  very  paragon,  aa  tlie  atandnd 
of  feminine  perfection — lovely,  gentle, 
religious ;  graceful  without  affectation,  and  < 
without  enthusiasm  ?    Think  yon,  tlien,  that  aaji- 
thing  short  of  the  most  convincing  facta  ooold  per- 
suade me  that  she  committed  that  ftiol  crimfl^  lo 
monstrous  in  its  details,  and  all  tm  Hie  lofe  of 
one  utterly  selfish   and  worthleaa;  when  I  le*' 
fleet  upon  it,  I  can  scarcely  monm  her  tBnilb' 
fate/^ 

With  much  emotion.  Lord  Plinlinunon  i^« 
swered,  ^^Aylsbury,  for  a  Chriatian  miniater,fMi- 
speak  harshly  and  most  uncharitably;  I ' 
our  gentle  Gertrude  heard  you.  It  ^ 
not  only  her  ^ove,  but  esteem.    Pkar 


friendship  has  proved  sincere^  and  she  who  froBI' 
infancy  so  well  knew  Clara,  stiU  cUngs  to  die 
belief  of  her  innocence.  But  indep^sibfil  ^ 
individual  affection,  let  me  adci,  that  it  is  a  feulUI 
lesson  to  parents  to  reflect,  tliat  a  being  so  farmd 
for  virtue  as  Clara  Amheim,  and  eduoited  by  a< 
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J)ious  father  in  tlie  purest  principles  of  morality 
^d  Christian  faith,  could  be  so  misled.  I  tell 
^ou,  Aylsbury,  it  lessons  confidence  in  our  own 
powers.  On  what  foundation  can  we  build  our 
childrens'  characters,  if  morals  and  religion  are  of 
no  avail?*' 

Mr.  Aylsbury  answered  mildly,  "  My  Lord,  I 
merit  your  rebuke ;  I  spoke  too  vehemently,  but 
remember,  Sir  Egbert  was  my  most  esteemed 
firiend;  think  of  his  terrible  fate.  And  then  I 
feel  more  indignant  against  Clara^s  memory  from 
her  proving  such  an  adept  in  deceit  I  always 
suspected  her  attachment  to  Sir  Freville  Deer- 
hurst,  whose  person  and  accomplishments  were 
well  calculated  to  excite  love,  while  the  intimacy 
afforded  by  their  relationship  gave  full  opportunity 
to  increase  her  tenderness.  Poor  Amheim  also 
suspected  their  attachment,  and  when  he  elected 
me  her  guardian,  more  than  once  I  sought  her 
confidence,  assuring  her  that,  though  I  saw  much 
to  condemn  in  Freville,  still,  as  I  really  imputed 
his  errors  to  a  neglected  education  and  the  inti- 
macy of  Lord  Beletrieve,  so  fascinating  to  a  vain 
and  youthful  mind,  I  thought  that  under  her  in- 
fluence and  example  he  might  reform ;  and  offered 
after  a  couple  of  years  to  get  your  Lordship  to 
write  to  Sir  Roger  Deerhurst,  to  entreat  that  he 
would  make  some  settlement,  when  I  would 
gladly  unite  them.'' 
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"  And  Clara,  how  did  she  i 
demanded  Lord  Plinlimmon. 

^^Oh!  there  lay  her  folly,  her 
foundation  of  her  guilt;  &r  finom 
attachment,  with  unusual  animation 
that  nothing  tould  induce  her  to 
whom  she  had  always  viewed  in  tbo  fi^  rf  t 
brother;  nay  more,  solemnly  i 
&r  from  loving  her,  he  had 
some  beautiful  Irish  girl — ^by  the  by,.!  i 
same  of  whom  we  hear  so  nraclu  And  dtt  fc 
said,  that  Deerhurst  only  wished  to  nif  lg 
from  a  feeling  of  gratitude,  end  to 
dependence :  and  then  she 
of  supposing  Sir  Roger  woold 
union,  as  imputing  his  scm^e 
marriage, — he  hated  all  her  £unily^  and  Amb? 
continued  Mr.  Aylsbury, 
Clara^s  objection.  Beneath  her 
ahe  must  have  been  proud  end 
often  so :  there  is  no  sounding 
human  heart^' 

^  Still,  to  me,^'  answered  tiord  FlmHutraaB, 
^  the  whole  appears  strange.  One  things  I  adadtp 
tells  against  her — the  request  she  made  al  ihi 
time  of  her  imion  with  Sir  Egbert,  that  mrm  Al 
existence  of  her  cousin  should  be  kept  seetct  bm 
hinu  Could  she  have  kept  up  a  secret  ocmespoDil- 
ence  with  Deerhurst  P 
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*^  Impossible  to  say/'  rejoined  Mr.  Aylsbury; 

init '^  here  his  voice  was  lost  in  tlie  noise 

■de  by  the  children^  who^  with  the  assistance  of 
M.aolflier^  were  again  floating  the  yacht,  and  they 
to  the  water's  edge  to  look  on^  but  soon 
their  walk,  came  still  closer  to  where  I 
and  I  distinctly  heard  Mr.  Aylsbury,  in  a 
I  more  sad,  say^  ^^  No,  no,  there  was  no  doubt 
kft  of  her  intended  elopement  I  was  at  the  time 
m  Bath;  but  an  acquaintance  of  mine,  old  Dick 
poDet,  one  of  the  best-hearted  men  in  the  world, 
aid  quite  incapable  of  detraction  or  falsehood, 
aMored  me  that  he  had  not  only  met  the  chariot- 
md-four  on  its  way,  but  conversed  with  a  young 
Iriih  officer,  the  confidant  of  the  principal,  who, 
€n  learning  of  the  death  of  Lady  Eastville,  betrayed 
the  deepest  emotion  and  penitence.  Nay,  so  cer- 
tm  was  Sir  Freville  Deerhurst  of  success,  and 
hj  some  neglect  not  having  heard  of  the  fatal 
aeenes  at  the  Terrace,  he  arrived  on  the  appointed 
dsy,  and  had  an  interview  with  the  Dowager  Lady 
Bastville.  Its  result  was,  that  she  who  before  had 
at  least  doubted  Clara^s  imprudence,  was  then 
conyinced  of  her  guilt." 

80  far  I  had  listened  with  an  attention  so  ab- 
sorbing, that  I  paused  not  to  calculate  on  the  in- 
IbniiBtion  that  reached  me;  but  now  the  beating 
cf  my  heart,  before  violent,  began  to  cease.  I 
Ut  that  I  was  fainting  from  excess  of  emotion;  I 
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would  hear  more.  By  a  violent  straggle  I  nmd 
the  energies  of  life,  and  agidn  Mr.  AyUiiiifi 
words  were  distinct  to  my  understanding;  j«l  ik 
seemed  as  if  his  voice  proceeded  thion^  worn 
thick  substance,  which  deadened  it  into  an  vh 
natural  sound,  and  that  it  fell  direct  on  mykoi^ 
not  through  the  medium  of  hearing* 

He  said,  ^^  My  Lord,  none  can  now  answer  tke 
question — it  rests  with  the  dead — ^butoertBinly,fi(a 
the  evening  of  Sir  Freville  Deerhursfs  last  nakli 
the  Terrace,  the  malady  of  Sir  Egbert  airw*^  i 
more  savage  cast ;  still  all  his  ferocity  appentl' 
concentrated  against  the  little  Hubert,  fimned^' 
both  his  and  Clara^s  favourite  child.  In  odtf 
respects  his  bearing,  though  piofbondly  ^bon^ 
was  calm  and  inoffensive — so  much  aOithatnoM 
but  Mr.  Waller,  who  had  witnessed  some  pnob 
of  his  cruelty  to  the  devoted  duldy  snapectad  lii 
terrible  intc^ition.  Oh,  God !  what  an 
victim  to  be  s^.-'ilficed  on  the  altar  of  a 
guUt  r 

^^  It  was,  indeed,  a  terrible  retribotioBS  aad 
whatever  her  faults,  I  rejoice  that  C3um  Asian  ft' 
was  perpetrated/* 

As  Lord  Plinlimmon  spoke  llikae' vvda  tUf 
passed  on. 

All  of  the  past  seemed  bat  M  SJiPit  CMIiili 
the  terrible  knowledge  that  Clam  wJdJim  ap.  lit; 
died  by  violent  means.    Was 
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nplanation  of  die  mystery  I  had  so  long  sus- 
pected^ and  from  which  I  had  admitted  the  rap- 
^irous  hope  that  Clara  still  lived?  My  sensations 
m  the  instant  were  so  torturing^  that  I  thought  at 
he  time,  and  long  afterwards,  they  could  not  be 
szoeeded  by  the  sufferings  of  eternal  retribution: 
uqppily  the  combination  of  circumstances  and 
nrents  which  had  led  to  such  a  consummation  of 
differing  rarely  occurs.  The  depression  of  my 
pirits  was  so  great,  that  it  embarrassed  and  con- 
used  my  intellects;  soon,  and  I  began  to  doubt 
he  reality,  and  imagine  that  I  was  misled  by  some 
mtasy.  I  looked  around  to  re-assure  myself :  the 
Mrk  was  deserted,  and  to  my  distracted  vision  it 
ppeared  as  if  the  water  was  spreading  till  it  ex- 
linded  to  the  horizon,  and  that  it  was  laving  my 
Bet;  and  I  dashed  down  my  head  to  cool  its  bum- 
ng  throbs.  In  the  attempt  I  rolled  on  the  earth, 
nd  a  sharp  stone  inflicted  a  deep  wound  on  my 
Kchead,  just  above  the  temple;  half  an  inch  lower, 
nd  death  had  saved  me  from  the  contemplation 
f  a  still  greater  crime. 

I  know  not  how  long  I  remained  prostrate;  but 
rhen  my  perception  returned,  silence  and  darkness 
signed  aroimd.  I  arose,  and  in  so  doing  I  pressed 
ly  hand  against  the  cut  1  had  received,  and  which 
'as  painful.  Either  in  consequence  of  recovery 
!Oiii  the  stupor,  or  perhaps  owing  to  moving  the 
loerated  skin,  the  blood  rushed  forth  in  a  stream; 
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^MMtifr  ■! 


at  first  it  helped  to  revive  me,  hat,  as  I 
weakened  me  to  such  a  d^ree,  thaft,  aa 
but  tottering  steps,  I    hurried  on  to 
Street,  where  I  knew  Colond   MdUi 
I  was  obliged  to  grasp  at  the  raila  ftr 
Fortunately  for  me  he  was  at  home,  and 
m  giving  the  last  finish  to  his  tcnkt, 
riage  waited  to  convey  him  to  the 
chiePs    party;    when,    tremblings 
covered  with  blood,  I  reeled  iDto  his 
and  grasping  him  by  the  arm,  attempted  to  ip 
but  utterance  was  gone. 

^^  Merciful  heaven  !^'  he  exdbumed,  "^  afto 
our  precautions  you  have  met  and  taofjixt  I 
you  are  dreadfully  wounded — and  Loid 
mon — ^has  he  escaped  ?  In  die  name  ef 
Sir  Freville,  tell  me  the  worst;  due 
terrible ;"  he  spoke  in  brokai 

**  Sir,''  interrupted  his 
speak,  the  gentleman  is  bleeding  te 


look !  your  whole  uniform  is 
never  appear  at  the  duke'a  to 
world  to  be  there  P' 

"  Fly,  fly,  for  a  surgeon  P 
a  tone  of  unaffected  tenor,  Us 
tm«  impulsively  retoming, 
ger,  he  forgot  his  dislike  and  ji 

The  servant  disappeared, 
dde  he  attempted  to  band^^ 
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itop  the  efiusion  of  blood ;  but  tearing  off  the 
inndage^  I  called  out  in  a  deep  hoarse  voice^ 
•Never, — never,  till  you  acquaint  me  with  the 
jHurticulars  of  Clara^s  death.  I  know  something 
tenrible  occurred,  and  that  I  was  the  cause.  Even 
Jbr  a  wretch  like  me,  greater  horrors  cannot  exist 
than  my  present  suspense.^'  With  these  words, 
overcome  by  exhaustion,  I  fell  back  insensible. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


Ten  days  had  passed  away  onoe  I 

Mr.  Aylsbuiys  conversation  in  the  Qnm  AAi 

my  wound  was  healed,  my  life  pranomoadait  rf 

danger;   and  Abemethy  still  reCaiiiiQg  lot  {■£" 

ality,  strove  by  his  skill  and  adviee  to  nmwit 

from  a  depression  which  was  randeriiy  fifeabv* 

den  too  heavy  to  be  borne.    Dmiqg  llHt  AmI 

period,  the  accmnulated  sorrows  of  tke  pMt  ai 

present  had  crowded  on  me :  and,  alas!  liMaiv 

then  no  future  in  my  thoughts.     Of  GhttAi  wi 

end  I  had  learned  the  following  ] 

so  tragical,  that  no  firiendship  or 

soften  the  details.    It  appeared,  that  a|i>  Ae  fsf 

time  I  wrote  my  mad,  infamous  propooal,  UWr  . 

duce  Lady  Eastville  to  elope  with  me,  hertamAi ; 

and  Sir  Egbert's,  were  imng  every  Mmesl  wd 

well-concerted  means  to  bring  abottt  a  reeoDGStf 

tkm  between  them.     [Dr*  Jemld  was  agim  v 

attendance  on  her  litde  giil«  who  had  hemfl^. 
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^ovcJ  to  the  liunting-lodge,  and  of  \vlio.«c  recovery 
^10  hopes  remained.  This  naturally  softened  Sir 
^bert;  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Coalston  and  the 
Dowager  Lady  Eastville  unceasingly  endeavoured 
to  persuade  him  of  the  innocence  of  his  lady^ 
which  they  then  devoutly  l>elieved;  and  of  the 
progress  of  their  interposition,  constant  accounts 
were  sent  to  Clara,  who,  on  her  part,  wrote  to 
Lady  Aylsbury  then  in  England,  requesting  she 
would  come  to  the  Terrace  and  disprove  the  vile 
calunmy  of  Nelly  Dudgeon,  to  the  effect,  that  she 
(Lady  East\nlle)  had  \nsited  Mrs.  Jane  Onslow  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  Freville  Deerhurst,  who, 
at  the  period,  was  not  in  Chatham.  She  also 
begged  that  Mr.  Aylsbury  might  accompany  her, 
as  she  much  needed  his  advice  and  support. 

At  length,  yielding  to  the  entreaties  of  his 
firiends.  Sir  Egbert  consented  to  listen  patiently  to 
his  lady^s  explanation  of  her  conduct,  and  casting 
passion  aside,  to  judge  her  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  his  calmer  reason.  It  was  arranged  that 
their  first  interview  should  be  private,  and  those 
who  were  most  interested  expected  it  would  prove 
decisive,  and  that  their  re-union  would  be  the 
result,  and  hoped  to  see  them  enjoy  former  happi- 
ness. In  all  but  the  last  opinion,  Clara  coincided. 
'*  The  storm  has  passed  away,''  she  said,  ^^  but 
the  desolation  it  has  wrought  will  leave  inefface- 
able marks.    Yet  in  this  1  bow  submission  to  the 
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will  of  God :  my  trial  has  proved  that  neitlie: 
wcnltli,  nor  station,  nor  friendship,  nor  love,  cv. 
he  depended  upon ;  all  of  earth  necessarily  par- 
takes of  corruption.  If  I  know  my  own  heart, 
henceforth  religion  shall  l)e  my  only  staff/'  By 
such  reasoning  did  the  unfortunate  Clara  ever 
strive  to  draw  good  out  of  the  evils  that  encom- 
passed her. 

Tiiere  are  some  coincidences  apparently  S3 
strange,  and  tliough  trifling  in  themselvis  lealti) 
such  results,  that  one  can  scarcely  avoid  connecti:v: 
them  with  a  superstitious  belief  in  the  agency  of 
evil  spirits.  The  3rd  of  December,  1S12,  was  the 
day  fixed  fur  Clara's  interview  with  Sir  Egbert, 
and  on  the  previous  one  each  had  exhibited  signs 
of  violent  exc'tement.  Sir  Egl>ert,  carrying  liimself 
according  to  liis  high  and  stately  bearing,  affectri 
to  appear  cold,  stern,  and  indifferent  to  the  result, 
hut  there  was  something  startling  in  the  expression 
of  his  eyes  and  liis  closely  compressed  lips:  the 
internal  struggle  between  love  and  jealousy,  pride 
and  tenderness,  could  neither  be  conquered  nor 
disguised.  On  the  otlier  hand,  the  flushed  and 
trembling  Clara  had  never  appeared  more  gentle 
or  interesting.  Expecting  to  return  to  the  Lodge 
with  Sir  Egbert,  she  had  arranged  all  things  for 
her  departure,  selecting  whatever  she  tbooght 
might  conduce  to  her  Uttle  daughter's  happinesi 
and  comfort ;  and  witli  all  the  sangninencss  of  a 
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fond  mother,  fancying  that  under  her  care  she 
would  yet  recover.  Towards  evening,  however, 
she  became  nervous  and  depressed,  entreating 
Mrs.  Waller  not  to  leave  her,  and  when  she  fell  to 
sleep,  her  slumbers  were  so  restless  that  several 
times  she  got  up  to  pray,  and  so  passed  the  night. 
Thc>  morning  of  the  3rd  rose  gloomy,  but  tlie  air 
was  dr\';  and  to  cheer  her  spirits  and  pass  the 
anxious  hours  till  one — the  time  Sir  Egbert  had 
appointed — she  walked  through  her  conservsitories 
and  flower-gardens,  issuing  orders  about  the 
plants.  Afterwards  she  dressed  with  unusual 
care;  and  as  she  expected  Lady  Aylsburj^s 
answer,  and  encouraged  a  hope  that  it  would 
announce  Mr.  Aylsbury^s  intention  of  joining  her 
at  the  Terrace,  knowing  his  intimate  friendship 
with  Sir  Egbert,  and  her  own  high  esteem  for  his 
character,  which  she  thought  reciprocal,  she  ex- 
pected much  good  from  his  presence;  so,  in  her 
impatience,  instead  of  waiting  for  the  General  Post 

boy,  she  sent  off  a  footman  to  F for  her 

letters. 

It  wanted  some  moments  of  twelve  when 
the  footman  returned  with  my  infamous  missive, 
which  Mellish  had  so  dexterously  sent  in  the 
place  of  Lady  Aylsburj^'s,  and  almost  at  the  same 
instant  Dr.  Jerold  arrived ;  his  regard  and  anxiety 
for  Lady  Eastville  inciting  him  to  be  near,  in  the 
event  of  the  interview  proving  too  much  for  her 
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Strength,  while,  from  the  faugbftjy 
mmnner  in  which  Sir  Egbert  had  ktteriy  tnilri 
him,  he  feared  lest  his  being  aeen  BU|^  nAff 
injure  than  serve  the  cause  in  whidi  lie  urn  n 
interested.  On  readiing  the  hall,  he  aair  Mbl 
Waller,  who  ii-as  going  up  stain  with  tlie  Icttor. 

''Shall  I   announce  yoo,    Doelor?"   die  » 
quired. 

^*'By  no  means,"  he  answered;  ^bot  haiei 
back — I  would  speak  to  you." 

She  promised,  and  in  a  few  mo«enti  *> 
turned;  the  nest  moment  diey  mw  Sir  ^^bat 
and  Mr.  Coalston  cantering  up  the  front  avoMfr 

^' Shall   I   run  and  acquaint  my  ladjP  mi 
Mrs.  Waller. 

^  No/'  replied  Jerold^  in  a  joeeee  tono^  *)« 
must  hide  me  first ;  show  me  fa  A 
room." 


Sir  Egbert  now  entered.   He 
and  as,  with  his  usual  stately 
Mr.  Coalston  into  the  dining-roooiy 
refreshments,  his  manner  was  nni 
and  imperative.     He  then 


but  must  have  been  greatly  agitated,  for  be  <!■( 
to  the  balusters  for  support  Ere  I^  reached  ife 
top,  Jerold,  whose  spirits  were  in  an  ecstesy  it  the 
anticipated  reconciliation,  joined  Mr.  Coaissoa  ii 
the  dining-room,  and,  indulging  in  hb  gaThaPOais 
desired  him  fill  his  gL^s  and  drink  long  life  wat 


^  ^ 
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renewed  happiness  to  Sir  Egbert  and  his  lady. 
Mr.   Coalston,   aknost  equally    pleased,    readily 

pledged  him Far  different  was  the  scene 

which  took  place  in  Lady  East\411e^s  boudouir. 

On  inquiry  afterwards,  it  appeared  that,  when 
Mrs.  Waller  handed  Lady  Eastville  my  letter, 
she  was  sitting  near  the  fire-place,  which  was 
situated  in  a  corner  of  the  room.  On  receiving  it, 
she  rose,  and,  as  the  December  morning  was  very 
dark,  advanced  some  paces  towards  the  window, 
to  peruse  it.  Astonished  at  its  contents, — at  first 
doubting  the  possibility  of  my  audacious  folly, — 
she  supposed  there  must  be  some  mistake;  but 
when  convinced,  her  indignation  was  unbounded. 
As  she  turned  towards  the  bell  to  summon  Waller, 
and  acquaint  her  of  my  presumption,  she  beheld 
Sir  Egbert,  whom  she  had  not  expected  for 
another  hour,  standing  at  the  door,  and  intently 
watching  her.  There  was  an  expression  in  his 
eyes  which  struck  on  her  heart — they  seemed  to 
possess  the  fabled  power  of  the  basilisk.  The 
awful  tale  of  his  mother's  madness  rushed  into 
her  memory.  Taken  by  surprise — inexperienced 
as  a  child  in  the  arts  of  intrigue  or  deception — she 
possessed  no  presence  of  mind,  but  thought 
"  Should  he  read  this  wicked,  senseless  letter,  he 
will  discard  me  for  ever;''  and  while  her  every 
limb  trembled  with  terror,  crushing  the  hateful 
paper,  she  sprang  towards  the  fire,  to  bum  it ;  but 
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he  was  too   quick.      Snatching  it  fiom  her,  lie 
deliberately  read  it  through,  while  she,  pale,  and 
almost  lifeless  as  a  statue,  unable  to  qieik  or 
defend  herself^,  still  hoping  to  deprecate  hia  anger, 
knelt  with  clasped  hands  before  him.    But  Ini 
jealousy^  at  this  proof  of  her  supposed  guilt,  iw 
to  frenzy.    At  first,  he  spumed  her  with. his  fixi^ 
and  then,  as  she  attempted  to  rise;,  iBised  her  ia 
his  arms,  and,  uttering  a  savage  ydl^  dashed  hff 
to  the  ground,   then,   rushing   down  the  stains 
mounted  his  horse,  and,  with  a  maniac^s  speed, 
fled  from  the  Terrace. 

The  heavy  fall,  the  wild  yell,  woe  heaid-t 
moment,  and  Dr.  Jerold,  Mr.  CoaLstDn,  and  lirii 
Waller  knelt  by  the  side  of  the  hafdeaa  Claia.  lb . 
their  anxious  inquiries  she  motioiied  to  her  hadfc; 
Jerold  gently  examined  it  He  spine  was  gmdlf 
injured — she  had  but  a  few  houia  to  lire,  lb 
kind  Doctor's  grief  could  not  be  wntroHwl;  i^ 
betrayed  the  awful  truth.  Bat  wbj  linger  over 
the  sad  scene  that  followed? 
morning,  Clara  died  a  Christian 
giving,  as  she  hoped  to  be  fiwglvm; 


i 


protesting  her  innocence^  ami  cxtiucrLi  i^,  ^i- 
Egbert  from  all  blame.  And  oh !  greater  farbof^ 
ance  still,  addressing  Dr.  Jerold^  ahe  said,  ^  B««r 
to  my  cousin,  Freville,  this  fatal  letter,  and  mj 
forgiveness ;  and  tell  him,  if  the  prayei^  of  the 
dying  can  avail,  I  offer  up  mine,  that  he  mat  T^  \ 
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repent,  and  turn  back  to  liis  God.  This  to  him 
will  be  a  voice  from  the  dead/^ 

*  ♦  *  ♦  ♦ 

***** 

The  coroner's  inquest  returned  a  verdict,  ^^  Died 
in  consequence  of  an  accidental  fall,  which  caused 
premature  confinement/*  And  in  the  darkness 
of  night,  Clara,  the  beloved  of  many,  was  buried 
in  a  solitary  comer  at  the  cemetery  on  the  east  side 

of  St.  Mary's  Church,  in  the  small  town  of  F 

for  even  death  had  not  allayed  the  savage  jealousy 
of  Sir  Egbert,  and  he  sternly  refused  to  permit 
her  sad  remains  to  rest  in  the  family  vault. 

For  some  days  after  this  act  of  violence.  Sir 
Sigbert  appeared  perfectly  calm,  though  gloomy  to 
despondency,  except  once  or  twice  that  he  had 
demanded  my  letter  from  Mrs.  Waller ;  who,  not 
wishing  further  to  irritate  him  or  implicate  Dr. 
Jerold's  name,  denied  all  knowledge  of  it.  At 
these  times  he  betrayed  such  anger  and  hatred  as 
convinced  her  his  reason  was'  disturbed.  In  the 
mean  time  the  neighbourhood  were  undecided,  and 
knew  not  whether  to  believe  or  to  discredit  Clara's 
guilt.  The  fearful  catastrophe  of  her  death  had 
awakened  commiseration,  and  the  opinions  of 
Dr.  Jerold  and  Mrs.  Coulston  were  in  her  favour ; 
but  from  the  period  when  the  chariot  to  carry  her 
off  had  been  seen,  many  voices  had  been  raised 
against  her ;  indeed  to  any  rational  mind  it  seemed 
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impossible  that  I  could  have  proeeeded  to  ndi 
lengths  without  her  absol^^  conseufc.    Unioiti* 
nately.  Dr.  Jerold  had  given  me  bsek  my  kUVi 
which  would  have  explained   the   circimiiluiccii 
and  also  as  his  profound  grief  bcUmyedthedwp 
interest  he  had  taken  in  her,  andMikki 
evil  nature  ever  to  entertain  the  most  i 
suspicions,  a  new  obloquy  was  CMt  (m  CtuA 
memory,  and  they  accused  Jerold  of  being  |Bij 
to  the  whole,  and  asserted  that  Mra.  Waller  kil 
been  her  confidant.     Shocked  at  the  whole  huh 
ness,  disgusted  with  the  neighboorhoody  and  bong 
perfectly   independent  in  hb  ciiciiiiulanee%  k 
removed  to  London  on  the  death  of  Sa  Egbcrfli 
little  girl ;  and  about  the  same  time  Mr.CoakfeOib 
who  was  presented  to  a  living  in  the  dioeiia  rf 

Worcester,  also  left  F ;  thnaezeept  the  hoh 

ble  Mrs.  Waller,  the  only  firienda  of  Lady  ] 

ville  wlio  knew  and  upheld  her 

the  vicinity  of  the  Terrace ;  when^  aa  beAm^  At 

faithful  housekeeper  remained  to  aaperiutand^ 

establishment.     And  there  the  little  HeriM^  ta 

whom  Sir  Egbert  now  indicated  the  j 

sion,  also  continued.    No  change  mm 

the  other  servants ;  indeed  the 

Egl>ert  seemed  incapable  of  all 

rations;  still  his  hatred  to 

with  Clara,  constantly  betrayed  itnl£) 

were  torn  from  the  roots,  or  the  ^ 
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the  ground ;  her  flower^knots  trampled,  or  at  his 
command  dug  up ;  yet,  except  Mrs.  Waller,  none 
suspected  the  fearful  cause  of  this  destruction; 
and  she  soon  began  to  entertain  the  greatest 
apprehensions  for  the  safety  of  Herbert;  yet  so 
unhappy  was  her  position,  that  except  by  constant 
watching  she  knew  no  means  to  guard  the  devoted 
child. 

What  first  awakened  her  fears,  was  her  observ- 
ing that  when  Sir  Egbert  rode  over  to  the  Terrace 
with  his  eldest  son,  in  whom  he  seemed  to  have 
concentrated  all  his  love  and  tenderness,  if  he 
saw  the  brothers  at  play  he  became  furious,  or- 
dering the  Uttle  wretch, — so  he  termed  Herbert, — 
to  be  banished ;  still  it  was  difiScult  to  keep  the 
children,  delighted  with  each  other,  separate ;  dis- 
covering which  he  no  longer  brought  Egbert  with 
him,  though  his  own  visits  became  more  frequent ; 
and  if  his  manner  to  Herbert  was  less  violent, 
still  he  occasionally  eyed  him  askance  in  a  manner 
that  increased  Mrs.  Waller^s  alarm.  In  this  ex- 
tremity she  resolved  to  consult  the  curate, — a 
young  man  who  had  succeeded  Mr.  CoaLston. 
He  listened  patiently,  but  imputed  her  fears  to 
nervousness;  remarking  that  he  frequently  met 
Sir  Egbert ;  that  he  had  conversed  with  him ;  and 
that,  though  very  melancholy,  no  person  could  ap- 
pear more  calm  or  rational.  This  by  no  means  re- 
moved her  fears,  though  it  proved  that  she  must 

g3 
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solely  depend  on  herself  to  ward  off  the 

hended  danger;    consequently,   she   neier— *«fll 

even  for  a  moment — permitted  the  boy  out  at  kr 

sights  taking  him  to  sleep  in  her  own  bed. 

a  fortnight  after  her  applicatkm  to  tiie 

she  received   a  convincing  proof  of  Sir  E^ioA 

intention. 

One  of  the  few  valuables  which  my  faiheA  fh 
verty  enabled  him  to  preserve  was  a  bamboo  wmd- 
cane ;  it  was  headed  with  gold,  and  the  CRit  mi 
initials  of  Sir  Roger  (who  had  aent  it  to  Urn  frOB 
India,)  were  embossed  on  it  with  my 
brilliants.  On  my  father's  death^  Mr. 
had  in  my  name  taken  possession  of  it ;  and  k 
aftem-ards  gave  it  to  me  in  London  ;  aobseqaoidj 
with  other  of  my  luggage,  it  was  farwaided  to  Iki 
Terrace ;  and  as  it  attracted  Herbert^s  nodflfl^  I 
pennitted  him  to  hold  it  by  the  airing  and  nk 
with  it.  To  prevent  accidenta  I  had  J 
down  the  top  so  as  to  prevent  the 
his  pulling  out  the  sword. 

It  chanced  that^  on  the  veiy  day  of  CSam'a  tMt 
the  poor  child,  in  high  glee, 
which,  in  my  confusion,  I  had  left  t 
the  hall  at  tlie  very  moment  Sir  TTf^ifift 
down  tlie  stairs.  He  fiercely  hielBSJI  hameitrf 
his  way.  The  poor  little  fellow 
but  the  awful  scene  above  al 
However,  from  that  period  he 
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afraid  of  his  father ;  and  when  he  saw  him  ap- 
proach, ran  and  hid  himself  in  some  remote 
comer. 

To  return  to  Mrs.  Waller.  About  a  fortnight 
after  she  had  sought  the  advice  of  the  Curate  she 
had  lent  this  cane  to  Herbert,  and  not  expecting 
Sir  Egbert,  permitted  him  to  ride  on  it  up  and 
down  the  Terrace  walk,  and  he  occasionally  ran 
into  the  apartment  I  had  occupied,  when  Sir 
Egbert  arrived  unexpectedly.  Mrs.  Waller  was 
engaged  at  the  time  below  stairs,  but  hearing  her 
master's  voice  hastened  up,  and  as  he  ascended 
heard  the  door  of  the  apartment  I  had  occupied 
locked,  and  then  a  shriek  from  the  child.  With 
wonderful  presence  of  mind  she  rushed  out  of  the 
hall-door,  and  entering  by  the  window  that  reached 
tx>  the  ground  saw  Herbert  crouching  in  a  comer, 
like  a  hare  on  its  form,  behind  a  sofa,  while  Sir 
Egbert  stood  before  him,  glaring  like  a  tiger  on  its 
prey,  with  the  cane  in  his  hand,  fiercely  engaged 
in  striving  to  pull  out  the  sword.  Fortunately  I 
had  fastened  it  so  firmly,  that  it  long  resisted  his 
utmost  strength.  At  length  it  yielded;  and  as  he 
waved  it  round  his  head,  the  polished  triple-edged 
weapon  glittered  brightly.  A  shriek  of  agony 
burst  from  the  terrified  and  doomed  child ;  another, 
and  his  voice  had  been  silenced  for  ever ;  but  Mrs. 
Waller  had  crept  softly  behind  Sir  Egbert,  and 
steady  in  her  purpose,  collecting  her  strength,  she 
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requested,  but  while  undecided  how  to  act,  a 
footman  arrived  from  the  hunting-lodge  bringing 
a  note  fipom  Sir  Egbert,  inviting  the  Curate  to 
dhmer  at  the  Terrace  on  the  following  day,  and 
requesting  that  he  would  bring  one  or  two  of  his 
friends,  as  he  wished  their  opinion  on  a  very  dis- 
tressing subject.  He  concluded  by  saying,  "  I  am 
aware  my  expecting  this  favour  from  gentlemen 
with  whom  I  have  so  slight  an  acquaintance  must 
at  least  appear  presumptuous,  but  occasionally 
circumstances  will  arise  so  imperative  as  to  oblige 
us  to  wave  the  etiquettes  of  society,  and  this 
must  plead  my  excuse  for  the  liberty  I  now 
take.^^ 

The  writing,  and  the  whole  style  of  this  note 
were  perfectly  in  keeping  with  Sir  Egbert's  studied 
manner,  and  spite  of  Mrs.  Waller's  entreaties  for 
permission  to  leave  Herbert  in  one  of  their  houses, 
where  Sir  Egbert  would  not  suspect  him  to  be, 
they  one  and  all  positively  refused,  at  least  until 
after  the  dinner  at  the  Terrace,  when  they  assured 
her  if  they  saw  any  cause  to  sanction  her  terrors, 
they  would  carefully  guard  the  child.  Obliged  to 
yield,  though  not  convinced,  she  returned  with  her 
beloved  charge,  resolved  to  seek  some  other  means 
of  protection  for  him  against  the  impending 
danger. 

On  the  following  morning  she  received  a  note 
from  Sir  Egbert,  stating  that  he  expected  company 
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to  dinner,  and  accordingly  that  she  loiiit  hvre 
everything  prepared  for  a  party  of  six^  and  thift 
before  seven  he  would  arrive  at  theTenaoe  toah 
tertain  them.  Nothing  could  be  more  ntioal 
than  the  style  of  these  directions;  bot  llusa^ 
cumstance  only  increased  her  embamssoRit 
That  he  purposed  murdering  Herbert  ahe  im 
convinced,  for  she  had  witnessed  one  atfeeqi 
Could  revenge  have  wrought  up  bis  mind  to  waA 
a  determination  ?  To  prove  his  insanity  had  bcca 
her  only  hope,  so  flinging  bersdf  on  her  kiiea» 
she  called  on  God  to  assist  her  in  saring  the 
child,  the  beloved  of  Clara,  her  darlings  and  re- 
commended to  her  care  at  the  aolenm  hour  of 
death. 

At  the  appointed  hour  Sir  Egbert  arrifed.  TUi 
time  he  was  not  on  horseback,  but  eame  in  Ui 
chariot:  he  was  dressed  with  peculiar  eue;  ks 
had  grown  very  thin,  and  there  was  a  oontnetiBB 
on  his  brow,  and  a  hectic  on  his  drisda^so  flit 
his  appearance  was  greatly  altered ;  but  Us  stodiel ' 
politeness,  his  stately  carriage,  wen  the  anna  ti 
ever.  One  difference  only  was  obastiable;"  ks 
spoke  almost  under  his  breath,  and  when  ks 
addressed  any  person  he  cast  his  eyes  Id  At 
ground,  as  if  apprehensive  that 
might  betray  his  inward  straggles. 

The  curate.  Dr.  Jerold's 
other  gentlemen  arrived^  and 
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x>iirt;e8y9  and  the  dinner  passed  off-— if  I  may  be 
illowed  the  expression — naturally.  The  dessert 
)ring  laid,  and  the  attendants  withdrawn^  Sir 
Elgbert,  in  a  very  low  calm  voice,  addressed  the 
xmipany.  As  he  did  so  his  face  flushed',  and  a 
ilight  thick  foam  every  now  and  then  collected 
round  his  mouth,  which  he  carefully  wiped  off, 
laying,  ^*  Gentlemen,  the  subject  upon  which  I 
BToald  speak  to  you  is  so  exciting,  that  I  can 
icarcely  retain  my  composure :  may  I  hope  that 
my  agitation  I  betray  will  not  be  imputed  to  the 
3au8e  Mrs.  Waller  is  so  anxious  to  impress  upon 
jrou  and  the  neighbourhood  ?^' 

He  paused,  and  they  all  assured  him  that  the 
opinion  of  such  a  woman  could  influence  no 
person  ag^nst  him. 

^  He  expressed  his  thanks,  and  then  in  touching 
locents  continued,  "  Gentlemen,  you  have  all 
beard  of  my  misfortune — my  disgrace — but  I 
could  not  retain  my  reason  and  talk  over  it^hen 
indeed  Mrs.  Waller  might  triumph.  What  I 
should  say,  gentlemen,  is  this;  that  though  the 
boy  Herbert  is  not  my  child,  still  the  law  fixes 
him  on  me,  and  at  my  death,  by  marriage  settle- 
ment, he  will  inherit  much  of  my  property.  It  is 
ft  sad  truth,  gentlemen,  a  terrible  grievance,  to 
have  one^s  own  son  robbed  of  inherited  wealth,  to 
be  heaped  on  the  child  of  one's  enemies;  the 
greatest,  the  cruellest  of  enemies ;  a  false  wife,  a 
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base,  triumphant  seducer.  Good  Godl  udaHl 
I  submit  to  this?''  He  clasped  his  handt— hi 
gnashed  his  teeth — and  a  fearful  cry  eaeaped.  Bi 
was  aware  of  the  impression  hit  fiuy  na^k  IsM^ 
so,  strange  to  say,  conquering  hia  agonj,  htt  miit 
"  Grentlemen,  excuse  my  emoticm  ;  if  it  k 
the  cause  was  sufficient;  excuMj  and  do : 
my  weakness/'  He  raised  his  handkavdnef  to  lii 
face  with  his  left  hand,  reaching  out  fait  n/jtA  ts 
the  company.  Each  pressed  it  with  m  MBaag  «f 
reverence  and  such  profoimd  pity,  that  \ 
were  shed. 

For  a  quarter  of  an  hour  alenoe 
then  Sir  Egbert  withdrew  his 
hce  was  almost  livid,  with  spots  di  hn^  ni; 
but  his  manner  was  more  collected  and  ailm  mm 
than  before,  as  again  speaking  he  said;  ^  Geolll* 
men,  the  immediate  object  of  my  trouUim  yoa 
for  at  present  from  the  state  of  my  Biiiid.1  wm  w^ 
fitted  for  company-— was  to  dinaim  from  Wf 
household  Mrs.  Waller.  I  fed  Oat  diia  wmmm 
may  appear  harsh,  since  for  yean  ahe  naa  tvHf 
late"  (he  paused,  but  imme^ataly  vaaamadi^.^la 
my  late  wiie,  governess,  ho 


dant;  and,  presuming  on  tlib^  ithe  now  ijiU:rf«f3 
between  me  and  the  boy  Herbertt  all  the  while 
aware  that  he  is  not  mine ;  and  solidUms  to  biw 
the  sole  care  of  him,  for  which  she  knows  ajie 
would  be  amply  paid,  she  has  accused  me  <if 
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cruelty^  circulating  the  most  awful  reports;  in 
shorty  she  would  persuade  the  world  that  I  am 
insane/^ 

Here  Sir  Egbert  laughed  at  the  idea,  and  pro- 
ceeded; **  I  fancy,  gentlemen,  it  requires  no  eflFort 
on  my  part  to  refute  this  calumny;  but  as  the 
woman  makes  herself  troublesome,  I  have  engaged 
another  to  supply  her  place;  one  who  on  a  former 
occasion  proved  trustworthy/*  He  paused  and 
bis  face  was  strongly  convulsed ;  perhaps  he  was 
conscious  of  this,  for  he  again  pressed  his  handker- 
chief against  it;  but  after  awhile  removing  it,  in  a 
deep  solemn  tone  he  continued ;  "  Although  the 
measure  may  appear  imusual,  it  is  my  fixed  resolve 
to  dismiss  this  woman  in  your  presence;**  with 
these  words  he  rose  and  rang  the  bell  with  violence^ 
and  on  the  entrance  of  a  footman,  peremptorily 
conmianded  that  in  the  course  of  half  an  hour  Mrs, 
Waller  should  attend  in  the  dining-room  to  receive 
her  dismissal. 

Thotigh  this  address  appeared  extraordinary, 
none  of  the  party  could  presume  to  interfere ;  and 
Sir  Egbert,  resuming  his  seat,  appeared  quite  calm, 
and  conversed  with  such  ease  and  freedom,  that 
had  any  doubts  of  his  sanity  existed  they  would 
have  been  removed:  but  on  Mrs.  Waller's  appear- 
ance, he  again  betrayed  much  emotion.  Master- 
ing it,  he  addressed  her  with  tolerable  composure ; 
observing,  that,  being  fully  acquainted  with  the 
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reports  she  had  circulated  to  his  disadTmtapito 
the  effect  that  she  had  represented  him  as  end 
and  yiolent^  he  discharged  her  from  his  boosehollt 
She  must  quit  his  service.  He  said  tiiat  he  bid 
ahready  made  preparations^  and  that  reiy  iiig|it 
had  engaged  another  person  to  attend  on  the  boy 
Herbert.  '^However/*  he  continned,  <*asIdo 
not  wns)i  to  act  unkindly  to  a  person  who  hu  m 
long  resided  in  my  family,  I  present  y«m  widi 
this/^  and  lie  dashed  a  heavy  purse  at  her  fee^it 
the  same  time  casting  a  glance  of  soch  oon* 
centratcd  hatred  and  triumph  as  confirmed  her 
belief  of  his  dark  purpose. 

She  looked  entreatingly  towards  the  CCMBpniyt 
but  they  turned  coldly  away,  and  began  to  oon- 
verse  on  general  topics.  This  oonyinoed  her  die 
had  no  assistance  to  expect ;  straggling  to  np- 
press  her  grief,  though  pale  and  tremUingi  die 
submissively  entreated  Sir  Egbert's  permiadoato 
remain  that  evening.     He  consented,  but  soDciljf 

,  in  a  fierce  voice  exclaiming,  ^lliinkmt  to  deeeive 
me.  I  shall  return  here  to-morrow,  and  if  jn 
are  not  gone,  you  must  abide  the 
She  retired,  and  her  worst  fears ' 
finding  that  Nelly  Dudgeon  was  the 
pointed  to  supply  her  place. 

Soon  after,  Sir  Egbert  and  his  pasty  radeo( 
but  early  on  the  following  moniiiig  ] 

inquire  whether  she  was  gone. 
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irted  for  York  by  the  mail,  he  expressed  much 
faction,  and  remarking  that  he  should  not  for 
e  time  again  reside  at  the  Terrace,  he  dis- 
ged  several  of  his  dependents,  including 
ter  the  Butler,  the  footman,  &c. ;  in  short,  all 
the  under  servants. 
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CHAPTER  X, 

For  some  weeks  after  tliis^  Sir  Egbert  ihvt 
himself  up  in  his  hunting-lodge^  refbsfaig  to  rteait 
visitors,  and  never  going  out  except  by  ni^ 
when,  however  severe  the  weather^  he ' 
forth  for  hours.  Still  it  was  no  penon'B  1 
and  no  notice  was  taken  beyond  a  remaik  or  i 
laugh  at  the  haughty  baronet  being  wo  kiiiiilikiL 
During  his  seclusion  he  was  oonstandy  engifrf 
examining  deeds  and  papers,  and  he  wrote  a  loq[ 
explanatory  letter  to  his  lawyer,  to  iafin 
whether,  in  the  event  of  his  satisfiMStQiily  pronBg 
that  the  boy  Herbert  was  not  his  diiM,  but  Ait 
of  Sir  Freville  Deerhurst,  he  oooM 
him  from  the  ^-^t  sum  settled  ob  the 
children  of  the  Eastville  family,  and ' 
equalled  the  estates  of  the  elder  i 
returned  a  very  decisive  answer,  i 
he  (Sir  Egbert)  had  been  livuigvidk  lAiUrtf^ 
the  happiest  terms  both  before  i 
birth,  the  child  was  legally  his  ; 
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no  more.  The  lawyer  added,  that  it  would  be 
very  unfortunate  if  it  did ;  certainly  would  cause 
a  great  change  of  property. 

This  unequivocal  reply  affected  Sir  Egbert 
deeply.  He  was  constantly  heard  to  utter  wild 
yells,  and  people  began  to  tliink  that  Mrs.  Waller 
was  right  in  her  belief  of  his  insanity;  and  the 
curate  wrote  off,  to  acquaint  Mr.  Aylsbury  and  Mr. 
Coalston,  both  of  whom  he  knew  were  his  friends; 
but  unhappily,  these  efforts  proved  too  late,  for 
from  the  period  that  he  found  he  could  not  dis- 
inherit Herbert,  the  \^Tetched  man  must  have 
fixed  on  his  fell  purpose  of  destroying  the  boy. 
By  what  means  he  perpetrated  the  deed  could  not 
be  traced ;  however,  the  following  particulars  were 
proved: — ^Although  so  great  a  wretch,  Nelly 
Dudgeon,  when  acquainted  by  Mrs.  Waller  of  Sir 
Egbert^s  attempt  to  murder  Herbert,  was  greatly 
shocked.  Till  then  her  vulgar  mind  never  con- 
ceived the  terrible  passions  to  which  her  vindic- 
tive lies  had  given  birth;  and  she  swore  to  protect 
the  child  as  if  he  were  her  own ;  and  to  induce 
her  to  render  him  more  attention,  Mrs.  Waller 
presented  her  with  a  large  bribe,  and  also  by  the 
same  means  obtained  similar  promises  from  the 
other  servants,  and  for  some  weeks  they  were  all 
very  observant;  but  as,  in  the  mean  time.  Sir 
Egbert  had  never  called  at  the  Terrace,  they  began 
to  think  Mrs.  Waller  must  have  been  mistaken ; 
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Bt  all  eTents*  ss  tboe  was  no  aj 
they  grew  careless  on  tbcir  wvicfa* 

It  THIS  Majchj  and  a  few  days  after  tke 
had  wiitten  to  Mr.  Aykbiuy  mad  Ifc. 
the  equinoctial  winds  bad  set  id  §mnAff 
niebt  they  rose  to  a  fearful 
jfirept  over  the  grounds  of  the 
the  finest  trees  were  oprooted, 
wmters  of  the  lake  scattered 
mrooTid.  Greatly  terrified,  Ndly 
putting  Herbert  to  sleep  in  the  ayaitment  I W 
occupied,  and  which  sbc 
tered  than  his  nurserr,  wbidi 
wt^in^  descended  to  the  senranti^  haO^  amd  lii 
the  other  domestics  supported  her  wpmM  If 
inducing  in  a  carouse,  till  the 
became  intoxicated  It  afterwaids 
about  midnight  they  beard  a  gftat 
panied  by  shrieks ;  mil  slatted  wp,  h^  i 
away  I  so  unpndng  it  to  the  tonng  «if 
and  probably  to  the  bunit]]^  in  cif  mamm  rf  Ai  ' 
windows^  and  not  beiog  rmj 
they  restuned  their  seata,  an 
till  the  following  monung, 
the  effects  of  thdr  iiitosdcatioo,  they  kmi 
the  window,  or  (msemenl  of  the  apactaaait 
m^  on  the  Terrace  wmUr^  and  in  whieh  they  M 
placed  Herbert,  was  broken.  It  appi^red  tkil  ik 
hinges  and  lock  bad  misted  ^Tttbialtainr  ftf^* 


si 
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glass  had  been  shattered  to  atoms,  and  an 
►erture  made  sufficiently  large  to  admit  of  a 
arson's  entering,  and  the  poor  child  was  gone, 
struggle  must  have  ensued,  for  part  of  his  torn 
ght-dress  was  on  the  floor,  stained  with  blood, 
id  several  ringlets  of  his  dark  glossy  liair,  of  which 
lara  had  been  so  proud,  were  scattered  about, 
istantly,  and  the  report  spread  through  the  neigh- 
>arhood — all  were  in  alarm.  Shocked,  ashamed  of 
leir  former  inertness,  the  Curate  and  the  other 
intlemen  scoured  the  whole  neigh lx)urhood  for  in- 
rmation;  at  length,  floating  on  the  lake,  was  seen 
erbert's  night-cap  and  the  remnant  of  his  dress, 
bile  Sir  Egbert  was  found  cowering  'half  naked, 
ider  the  shelter  of  the  woods.  The  awful  deed  had 
ised  his  madness  to  the  highest  degree — ^he  was 
arfully  wild.  Keepers  were  placed  on  him,  and 
le  waters  dragged  for  Herbert's  body,  which  was 
>t  found.  On  the  very  next  day  Mr.  Aylsbury 
rived ;  it  is  needless  to  say  how  grieved  he  was 
;  the  awful  intelligence.  Sir  Egbert  had  ever 
sen  his  most  valued  friend,  and  his  state  no 
nger  admitted  of  doubt  or  alleviation.  Mr. 
oalston  also  came  that  evening,  and  expressed 
jvere  displeasure  that  no  means  had  been  adopted 
s  Mrs.  Waller's  instigation.     In  sliort,  the  whole 

>wn  of  F were  in  a  state  of  excitement,  and 

I  crowds  flocked  round  the  lake  where  Herbert 
Eul  perished,  bitter  execrations  against  the  guilty 
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mother  who  had  caused  such 
intermingled  with  the  tears  of  pity  for  ths  ins- 
cent  boy^  and  as  fully  afflicted  hAet.  Afiv 
days^  and  Mr.  Aylsbury  acoomf 
still  imder  the  custody  of  keepa%  to 
where  he  placed  him  under  the  mn  ef  Dr.  WiMi 
who  at  once  declared  hb  case  to  be  kopelsHi  Aft 
the  house  of  that  worthy  physicMS  he 
every  attention  and  consolatioii  ] 
admitted.  After  a  period  his 
ceased,  but  his  gloomy  despondousy ' 
miserable  to  himself;  in  this  wmj  he 
till  relieved  by  death,  an  event ' 
on  the  10th  of  September,  I8I49  ^  i^  m|  flf 
I  was  gaily  dashing  about  London  \ 
Aigline,  and  actually  glorying  in  mtf 
there  is  a  power  above  who 
whose  retributive  justice  sooner  or  j 
the  sinner;  and  even  while  woj 
seemed  to  wither  at  hearing  of  thi 
which  my  wretched  crimes  had 
sorrows  awaited  me.  I  mot  bo  %liaf  hi  tUtt 
recital. 

From  the  quantity  of  blood  I  had  lost,  ind  ikr 
fever  kept  up  by  excitement,  I  was  so  weakcMdt  1 
that  Abemethy  apprehended  dedine;  whik  btm\ 
the  total  breaking  up  of  my  nervous  systeOf  1 
suffered  a  depression  of  mind  far  more  grkfooi- 
Not  a  fortnight  had  pessed  since  I  mshd  jnlo 
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Mellish^s  lodging,  yet  within  that  short  period, 
my  person  had  grown  quite  attenuated,  and  all 
appetite  was  gone;  still  I  appeared  perfectly 
resigned.  Mellish,  surprised,  and  no  doubt  pro- 
voked, at  a  composure  which  he  imputed  to  a 
practical  selfishness,  which  nothing  not  solely  per- 
sonal could  affect,  and  consequently,  being  less 
delicate  of  wounding  my  feehngs,  acquainted  me 
that  La  Franck  had  always  disapproved  of  my 
being  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  facts  relative  to 
Lady  Eastville's  death.  It  was  his  opinion,  that 
the  knowledge  might  guard  me  against  future  dis- 
sipation, and  probably  lead  to  sincere  repentance : 
*'  but,*^  added  Mellish,  ^^  I  who  had  never  seen  one 
of  the  victims,  suffered  so  much  from  having  been 
an  actor  in  the  affair,  that  with  my  free  will.  Sir 
Freville,  you  should  never  have  heard  of  it.  How- 
ever, I  am  happy  to  find  you  bear  up  so  well.'* 
Whenever  he  spoke  thus,  I  forced  a  smile,  but 
offered  no  reply. 

On  the  first  day  I  was  equal  to  leave  my  apart- 
ment* I  had  obtained  a  sleeping-room  in  the 
house  where  Mellish  lodged.  I  sent  Llewellyn  to 
inquire  after  Aigline,  and  to  request  her  presence. 
In  my  exhausted  state,  remembering  our  last 
interview,  I  entertained  some  dread  of  our  meet- 
ing; but,  on  the  other  hand,  from  the  generosity  of 
her  nature,  I  was  aware  that  the  moment  she  saw 
me  ill  and  afflicted,  all  anger  would  be  forgotten, 

VOL.  III.  H 
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and  1  clung  to  this  my  last  hope  with  a  tenacity 
which  rendered  me  quite  impatient  Uewellp 
soon  returned,  bringing  the  intelligence  that  Aig- 
line  had  fled  from  the  house.  Observing  my  vexa- 
tion he  hesitated  to  give  me  the  particulars,  so  I 
was  obliged  to  use  my  authority,  threatening  to 
dismiss  him  from  my  ser\'ice  if  he  suppressed  the 
least  circumstance,  and  remarking,  that  I  haJ 
reason  to  beheve  she  purposed  eloping  witli  Cap- 
tain Mac  Duff  Gower. 

Concluding  from  this  that  1  knew  the  worst,  he 
told  me  that  she  certainly  had  eloped,  but  not 
wiili  Captain  Mac  Duff  Gower.  It  apjieared  that 
her  attendant  had  found  her  lying  in  the  hall  \en* 
ill,  and  had  instantly  sent  off  for  a  physician; 
that  soon  after,  a  strange  gentleman  called,  and 
spoke  privately  with  her.  After  which,  though 
weeping  bitterly,  and  so  weak  that  she  was  obliged 
to  be  supported,  she  had  gone  off"  with  him  in  a 
liired  coach  which  he  had  ordered  to  be  sent  for. 
the  attendant  accompanying  them  also;  that  early 
on  tlie  following  day,  the  attendant  had  returned 
for  some  linen  and  dresses,  and  then  carefully 
sealed  up  the  keys,  leaving  them  directed  for  me; 
since  which  time  neither  she  nor  her  mistress  bad 
been  heard  of.  As  Llewellyn  repeated  this  intel- 
ligence, he  looked  very  wise,  and  seemed  to  think 
it  most  mysterious;  but  I  concluded  that  Mar 
Duff  considered   it   more  prudent  to  appoint  a 
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proxy  to  bear  off  Aigline,  by  which  means  he  had 
a  better  chance  of  keeping  his  secret,  and  of  escap- 
ing a  challenge  from  tne,  which,  doubtless,  from 
his  dread  of  having  the  affair  made  public  and 
reaching  his  ladjr^s  knowledge,  he  was  solicitous  to 
avoid.  This  conclusion  appeared  satisfactory,  and 
I  strove  to  reconcile  myself  to  my  separation  from 
Aigline,  by  reflecting  on  her  inconstancy,  which 
almost  excited  abhorrence.  But  it  was  not  so 
easy  to  part — and  for  ever— from  one  whose 
beauty,  accomplishments,  and  enthusiasm  had 
shed  such  a  charm  over  my  existence ;  indepen- 
dent of  which,  being  accustomed  to  her  society,  I 
had  to  contend  against  the  force  of  habit  and  want 
of  the  excitement  which  even  her  caprices  had 
helped  to  keep  alive.  My  heart  shuddered  as  it 
contemplated  its  own  desolation. 

Deeply  impressed  by  the  manly  kindness  of 
Mellish — grateful  for  the  secrecy  he  had  observed 
on  the  subject  of  the  Eastvilles,  and  which  not 
even  the  angry  jealousy  awakened  by  my  intimacy 
with  Aigline,  or  my  cold  contemptuous  manner, 
had  led  him  to  betray — I  resolved  for  once  to 
follow  his  example,  and  not  communicate  this 
fresh  proof  of  Aigline's  depravity ;  for,  harsh  as 
the  word  sounds,  I  felt  her  conduct  was  nothing 
short  of  it;  but  circumstances  betrayed  it  to 
him. 

It  chanced  that  early  in  October  the  Duke  of 
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York  held  a  great  military  levee.  It  was  an  some 
particular  occasion  which  I  cannot  nour  ranaaber. 
Mellish  was  expected  to  attend^  and  bad  to  get  t 
new  full-dress  uniform;  fcH'  the  one  be  bcfoR 
had  I  had  quite  destroyed.  He  though  to  Veef 
this  a  secret  from  me,  but  his  servant  levealBd  it 
However,  I  took  no  notice ;  for  I  waa  aware  dot 
though  in  the  softness  of  his  benevolent  natnre  k 
could  not  see  me  suffer  and  not  aympafliiiej  itiD 
that  with  his  esteem  I  had  lost  bis  tnoMSf, 
and  that  no  distress  could  tempt  bim  to  aooeptflf 
a  pecuniary  obligation ;  though  havBig  no  weoBf 
but  his  pay,  and  being  constitotknially  eztnfa- 
gant,  he  was  often  put  to  it  to  keep  xcp  an  appcv" 
ance  equal  to  his  rank.  Bat  I  had  ananged  i 
plan  in  my  own  mind  to  render  hina  ii 
and  the  hope  of  doing  so  was  the 
I  derived  firom  my  wealth. 

Three  hours  might  have  elapsed  firom  the  perisd 
Mellish  quitted  me  to  attend  the  krae ;  and  I 
spent  the  interval  reclining  on  a  80&  bk  a  ami 
drawing-room  which  we  had  in  oomiiiaiL  Its 
lassitude  of  my  body  extended  to  mj 
I  lay  in  a  state  of  apathy  whidi  fiir  the 
suspended  even  the  tortures  of  meaMSyyWhsn  1 
was  roused  by  the  entranoe  oi  Meiliifa*  M  I 
turned  languidly  round  to  address  bimi  I  wv 
struck  by  his  air  of  profound  melancholy.  Roio^ 
up  from  the  sofa,  I  said,  **  Are  you  ill,  MdliitT 
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6r  is  it  merely  fatigue  from  the  crowd  ?  Really^ 
jrou  look  quite  miserable/' 

He  answered,  *^  Neither.  But,  Sir  Freville,  I 
am  both  surprised  and  agitated.^' 

**HaP^  I  exclaimed,  ^^Is  it  possible  anything 
can  have  occurred  at  the  levee  to  annoy  you? 
Surely  your  character  as  an  officer  and  a  gentle- 
man cannot  be  impeached/' 

"  No,  no,''  he  replied  hastily ;  '^  but  just  as  I 
was  waiting  for  my  carriage  to  return  home,  Cap- 
tain Mac  Duff  Oower,  of  the j  and  whom  I 

had  known  in  the  Peninsula,  accosted  me,  and 
after  some  conversation  said,  ^  Colonel  Mellish, 
can  you  give  me  any  information  of  Sir  Freville 
Deerhurst?  It  is  reported  that  he  is  at  your 
lodgings  in  Arlington  Street,  and  incog/ 

**  I  replied  coldly,  *  Sir  Freville  at  present  is 
staying  with  me,  but  certainly  not  incog.:  for 
what  reason  should  he  ?  it  is  not  probable  that  he 
need  hide  from  his  creditors/^ 

^  No  one  suspects  him  of  that,  or  of  cowardice 
either,'  he  answered;  ^but  still  there  is  some 
mystery  connected  with  his  absence.  First ;  why 
should  he  retire  from  his  princely  residence  to 
crowd  your  apartments  ?  next,  the  beautiful  Aig- 
line  has  disappeared,  and  no  trace  can  be  disco- 
vered. Colonel  Mellish,  I  much  fear,  that  rendered 
desperate  by  her  brother's  return  to  England,  and 
Sir  Freville's  desertion,  and  being  torn  by  remorse. 
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disappointment  soured  her  temper^  and  they  lived 
unhappily.  No,  Aigline  was  full  of  levity;  but 
she  was  sincere  to  a  fault,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  this  story  was  fabricated  to  disguise  a 
horrible  truth;  and,  as  the  nephew  of  her  deceased 
husband,  I  am  called  upon  by  justice  as  well  as 
feeling,  to  inquire  into  facts;  and,  by  heaven !  I  will 
sift  this  business  to  its  source/ 

**  ^  May  she  not,^  I  suggested,  ^  have  fled  to  her 
brother?  Tou  say  she  knew  of  his  being  in 
London.  When  circumstances  prevented  Sir 
Freville  returning  to  her,  perhaps  imputing  the 
neglect  to  indifference,  her  high  spirit  rose,  and 
being  resolved  on  quitting  her  degraded  life,  who 
so  likely  to  protect  her  as  a  brother  she  tenderly 
loved?  and  perhaps  in  her  wish  to  see  him,  she 
conquered  the  dread — ^the  embarrassment  of  their 
first  meeting.  Oh!  Captain  Mac  Duff,  say  it  was 
so — ^it  cannot  be,  that  Aigline  perished  by  her 
own  free  wilL'  I  could  not  proceed  from  agi- 
tation. 

*^  He  kindly  took  me  by  the  hand  observing, 
^  would  to  heaven  I  could  console  you  by  the 
hope;  but  when  first  I  heard  of  her  disappearance 
your  fear  occurred  to  myself,  and  I  immediately 
called  upon  Captain  Tennant,  who,  in  respect  of 
my  relationship,  received  me,  though  denied  to 
all  others.  Never  have  I  met  a  nobler-minded 
man,  or  one  of  more  refined  ideas;  it  is  quite 
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knd  I  shrank  back  involuntarily^  while  Mellisfa 
hastily  rising,  stepped  forward,  and  with  forced 
cheerfulness  exclaimed,  "Dear  George,  after  so 
many  years,  and  all  your  adventures  on  the  wild 
aeas,  welcome  back  to  merry  England.  It  is  with 
pleasure  I  greet  you/* 

"Pleasure!'*  repeated  Tennant,  in  a  cold  sad 
tone,  as  he  gazed  on  poor  Mellish,  whose  flushed 
cheeks  bore  the  traces  of  tears,  while  his  parched 
lips  quivered  as  they  uttered  their  welcome.  There 
was  a  silence,  during  which  I  observed  Tennant. 
He  had  been  a  fine  youth,  but  his  present  appear- 
ance even  exceeded  its  promise ;  and  as  he  stood 
opposite  to  Mellish,  with  his  arms  folded,  and  in 
the  full  dress  of  a  naval  officer,  I  thought  I  had 
never  seen  a  form  on  which  nobility — ^the  nobility 
of  a  superior  mind — was  so  impressed.  He  was 
upwards  of  six  feet  one,  and  of  large  though 
perfect  proportions;  his  hair  and  eyes  were  as 
dark  as  Aigline's,  and  the  contour  of  his  face 
handsome;  still  he  by  no  means  possessed  her 
beauty,  and  their  expression  was  quite  different, 
her's  being  brilliant  and  variable,  his  calm  to 
gravity.  In  his  bearing  and  address,  like  his 
fiather,  he  was  a  perfect  gentleman,  but  he 
possessed  more  dignity,  and  perhaps  less  grace. 
Probably  the  difference  resulted  from  their  respec- 
tive professions;  however,  such  as  George  Ten- 
nant was,  the  highest  aristocrat  in  England  might 
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loTCxl^  and  of  whom  I  was  so  proud.  Next  to  her 
came  the  thought  of  renewing  the  intimacy  of  you^ 
Mellish,  Sir  Freville  Deerhurst,  and  La  Franck — 
my  most  esteemed  companions.  And  what  have 
I  found  ?  Aigline !  but  no,  no,  no !  I  can- 
not call  her  what  she  is.  Nay,  in  such  a  case  as 
mine,  words  are  useless.  Mellish,  hear  me.  Mac 
Duff  Gower  has  referred  me  to  you  for  some  par- 
ticulars relative  to  my  wretched  sister,  which  he 
hesitated  to  communicate.  Also,  yielding  to  my 
representations,  he  has  given  up  his  intention  of 
challenging  Sir  Freville  Deerhurst ;  and  my  busi- 
ness here  is,  that  you  shall  bear  him  a  message 
from  me.  Mac  Duff  offered  to  act  as  my  second, 
proposing  you  for  Sir  Freville  Deerhurst^s.  But 
iC  is  my  fixed  resolve  to  implicate  no  one  in  my 
just  quarrel;  for  ere  we  quit  the  field,  either 'Sir 
Freville  or  I — perhaps  both — shall  be  called  to 
our  last  account.  Then  let  God  judge  between 
us/'  As  he  spoke  these  words,  his  whole  person 
assumed  an  air  of  fixed  determination,  such  as 
might  have  animated  it  when  amidst  contending 
elements  and  man's  destructive  engines,  he  calmly 
issued  forth  these  orders  upon  which  ensued  the 
conquest  of  Anhalt. 

While  he  addressed  Mellish,  the  latter,  whose 
good  nature  often  bordered  on  weakness,  leading 
him  to  pity  the  persecuted,  even  when  convinced 
of  their  guilt,  observed  a  profound  silence,  and 
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Studiously  avoided  looking  in  the  direction  whew 
I  sat.  But  to  continue  any  longer  listening  to 
such  language  would  have  been  dishonourable, 
and  might  have  been  mistaken  for  cowardice. 
Striving  to  summon  up  courage  for  a  meeting  so 
embarrassing,  I  slowly  advanced  to  where  they 
stood,  with  their  backs  towards  the  window. 
Mellish^s  quick  eye  obser\'ed  my  movement 
Concluding  I  wished  to  glide  from  the  apartment, 
he  strove  to  engross  Tennant's  attention.  At  the 
same  instant  I  gave  a  start, — for  a  large  mirror 
reflected  back  my  emaciated  figure,  over  which  my 
clothes  loosely  hung.  As  to  my  face,  it  was  per- 
fectly ghastly,  rendered  more  so  to  appearance  by  a 
black  patch  over  my  left  temple ;  and  my  hair, 
whose  growth  was  ver)'  rapid,  fell  in  profusion 
over  my  neck.  Altogether  my  appearance  wasas 
squalid  as  if  I  had  escaped  from  a  lunatic  asylum. 
George  Tennant  turned  round  and  eyed  me  vith 
astonishment ;  but  for  some  time  without  recogni- 
tion. This  increased  my  confusion, — the  blood 
rushed  to  my  face,  and  I  suppose  made  me  look 
something  more  like  my  former  self;  for  in  a 
deep  emphatic  tone  he  said,  ^^  Good  heaven !  can 
this  be  Fre\nlle  Deerhurst  ?" 

'^  He  has  been  ill,''  replied  MelUsb,  speaking 
very  rapidly ;  *'  first,  he  met  with  an  accident  by 
which  he  lost  a  quantity  of  bloody  since  when  be 
has  experienced  great  mental  suflTering;  so,  my 
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dear  Tennant,  let  me  entreat  you^  until  he  is 
recovered  to  avoid  all  dispute — a  duel  in  his  state 
is  out  of  the  question/^ 

He  replied  haughtily,  "Colonel  Mellish,  my 
business  with  Sir  Freville  Deerhurst  is  not  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  his  health  or  suffering,  in 
neither  of  which  do  I  take  the  least  interest;  but 
in  the  first  place  to  call  him  to  account  for  his 
conduct  towards  my  sister,  in  the  second,  to 
demand  where  she  now  is;  and  should  he  hesitate 
to  acquaint  me,  to  oblige  him  to  the  explanation/' 

His  manner  provoked  me,  who,  for  the  last  two 
years  had  been  accustomed  to  the  deference  paid 
to  wealth  and  military  distinction.  Resolved  to 
be  equally  haughty,  I  retorted,  "In  what  way, 
Captain  Tennant,  can  you  oblige  me  to  speak  of 
your  sister,  if  I  choose  to  avoid  the  subject  ?  As 
to  giving  you  satisfaction,  that,  of  course,  you  can 
command ;  name  your  time  and  place ;  there  need 
be  no  bullying  on  the  subject,  methinks  none  can 
doubt  my  courage/' 

He  answered  in  the  same  calm  tone,  but  there 
was  more  of  scorn  in  it,  "You  talk  boldly  of 
bullying.  Sir  Freville ;  but  as  a  gentleman,  who 
never  understood  its  practice,  I  disdain  to  reply. 
As  to  your  boasted  courage,  it  is  one  of  our 
animal  propensities,  when  provoked  by  the  pas- 
sion of  hatred  or  anger,  to  fly  fiercely  at  our  anta- 
gonist; how  much  a  taste  for  cruelty  and  blood 
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influences  the  act  is  not  our  present  consideration; 
but  I  aver  that  there  can  be  no  moral  courage  or 
principle  in  the  man  who  acted  the  part  you  have 
by  my  unfortunate  sister.  However,  this  is  not 
a  subject  for  cavilling.  In  the  presence  of  Colonel 
Mellish,  I  demand  of  you  where  she  now  is; 
should  you  refuse  to  satisfy  me  on  that  pointy  I 
shall  have  recourse  to  legal  measures ;  her  shame, 
the  shame  of  a  disgraced  woman,  cannot  be  more 
public  than  your  accursed  vanity  has  rendered  it. 
Sneer,  you  may  sneer,  Sir  Freville  Deerhurst,  I 
do  not  disguise  that  you  have  humbled  me — ay,  far 
more  than  defeat  in  battle,  or  the  most  abject 
poverty  could  have  done.  Well  may  you  triumph, 
for  you  have  reversed  all  my  hardly-gained 
honours,  and  no  future  prosperity  can  erase  from 
my  memory  the  stigma  of  a  sister's  infamy.  By 
heavens !  I  feel  abashed  before  all  upright  men, 
and  blush  to  meet  an  acquaintance  or  friend." 
His  composure  was  gone,  and  he  strode  rapidly  up 
and  down  the  apartment. 

"  Mellish,- '  I  whispered,  *^  I  am  not  the  heart- 
less wretch  circumstances  make  me  appear ;  how, 
for  a  moment,  could  Tennant  suppose  that  I 
sneered  at  a  sorrow  I  so  deeply  commiserate: 
Far  from  it ;  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  explain 
what  must  add  to  Iiis  confusion,  that  Aigline  has 
fled  with  another,  and  that  I  am  positive  Captain 
Mac  Duff  Gower  is  the  man/' 
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He  answered  in  a  low  voice^  but  with  a  violence 
and  bitterness  which  proved  that  he  had  again 
yielded  to  the  resentment  of  jealousy.  ^^  Pshaw^ 
a  woman  so  heartless^  so  inconstant^  so  depraved^ 
deserves  no  pity ;  it  were  a  weakness  to  disguise 
or  extenuate  her  conduct.  Far  from  shielding  it^ 
with  my  good-will  I  would  denounce  her  to  the 
whole  worlds  and  dehght  in  seeing  her  driven 
forth  an  outcast,  bearing  the  brand  of  shame  on 
her  forehead^  if,  indeed,  one  so  abandoned  could 
feel  shame.  Tou  look  doubtfully,  Sir  Freville ; 
even  in  thought  you  dare  not  insult  me  so  far  as 
to  suppose  I  could  love  or  pity  one  so  lost  to  every 
better  feeling.  No,  I  blush  to  think  she  was  ever 
dear  to  me ;  but  I  have  so  completely  conquered 
the  sentiment,  that  at  present  I  positively  hate 
her ;  and,  methinks,  if  I  saw  her  perishing  from 
want,  I  would  not  stretch  forth  a  hand  to  save 
her/' 

Continuing  my  under-tone,  I  rejoined,  "  but  this 
is  not  our  subject;  advise  me  how  to  act;  if  I 
refuse  to  acquaint  Tennant  of  her  elopement,  he 
will  certainly  apply  to  counsel ;  on  what  plea  he 
can  groimd  his  complaint,  how  far  legal  measures 
can  interfere,  I  know  not.  What  I  dislike  is  a 
farther  exposure  of  the  business.  You  are  aware 
that  even  in  boyhood  George  never  yielded  a  point 
against  his  convictions,  so  there  is  no  hope  of  dis- 
suading him;  and  to  confess  a  truth,  disgusted  with 
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mfi 


Captain  Mac  Duff's  hypocrisy  and  tha  i 

tuous  manner  in  which  he  ever  t 

find  pleasure  in  exposing  him,  bat  for  Aif^biBb^i^ 

whatever  her  taults^  is  still  dear  to  me;  baafa^ 

weak  myself,  I  cannot  judge  so  hanUj  of  kr  V 

those  more  virtuous  or  fortunate  1 

escaped  unscathed  from  passioii'a  1 

I  paused,  for  George  Tennant  had  i 

and  with  his  calm  fixed  look 

^^  Sir  Freville,  are  you  ready  to  i 

tion — ^where  is  AigUne?  mark  me^  all  i 

vain;  nothing  shall  win  me  from  my  ] 

''Captain  Tennant,''  I  replied,  and  I  ip^ 
mildly,  for  I  felt  for  the  additiiQiial  paqg  1 1 
inflict;  ''  I  regret  that  I  cannot 
since  my  confinement  here  by  31iM%  ahi  ka 
quitted  my  house,  leaving  no  tiaoa  by  vfckk  ti 
discover  her  present  ieaideiioa*-aBd  for  Ail  Mf 
uneasiness  exceeds  yours.'^ 

''Can  this  be  true?"  he  aaid^fttoMafw- 
prise,  addressing  MeUish. 

"  It  is,*' replied  the  httor.  . 

"Then,  Sir  Freville^  let  me  demand^"  he  t^ 
daimed,  turning  on  me  beroe];, «'  w^  it  aming  U 
your  conduct  that  she  Aed»  or — byt  uo,  it  is  ni^ 
possible  she  can  have  ehoaen  anotber^^  aod  lk^ 
drops  of  agony  rolled  down  his  forehead. 

I  made  no  reply,  and  after  a  few  uKkcneiiU  If 
rontinued — ^"Captain  Mm  Duff  acquainted  m 
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that  she  bad  confided  much  of  her  history  to  him; 
that  you  and  she  lived  unhappily;  that  she  was 
torn  by  remorse;  but  of  her  elopemeat  he  could 
give  no  account,  but  supposed,  that  hearing  of  my 
being  in  London,  she  prevailed  on  you  to  seclude 
her  till  you  both  proceeded  to  India.  It  is  dread- 
fol  to  think  how  rapidly  she  has  sunk  into  the 
Tery  depths  of  sin'/' 

*^Mac  Dufif  has  deceived  you,"  I  replied;  "hear 
me  patiently,  and  I  will  explain  my  conviction  that 
be  best  knows  where  Aigline  is  to  be  found/' 

''Patience  on  such  a  subject!''  he  retorted, 
again  losing  his  self  command. 

^  Yet  listen  to  him,  Gcoige,"  said  Mellish,  "  it 
is  the  only  chance  of  discovering  where  Aigline 
now  is;  and  though  she  is  so  lost  as  to  be  unworthy 
of  all  care,  still,  as  her  brother,  you  should  learn 
her  fete;  for  me,  I  care  not  what  becomes  of  her." 
There  was  a  wildness  in  his  manner  which  startled 
Tennant,  and  for  the  first  time  awakened  a  suspi- 
cion of  his  attachment,  and  he  abruptly  said, 
^  I  know,  Charles,  that  in  early  youth,  you  loved 
Aigline  with  boyish  fondness;  and  my  poor  mother 
with  whom  you  were  always  a  favourite,  often  said 
that  if  circumstances  admitted,  when  the  time 
came>  she  would  gladly  see  you  united ;  but  from 
me  the  memory  of  these  sentiments  had  nearly 
passed  away,  and  now  to  suppose  you  could  love 
her  would  be  a  reproach  to  your  reason,  to  your 
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:Xj  entreated;  that  subsequently  I  met  with 
cddent  in  the  Green  Park^  in  consequence  of 
h  I  had  removed  to  Arlington  Street^  and 
lome  days  was  too  seriously  ill  to  attend  to 
business;  that  on  recovering^  my  first  enquiries 
interest  had  been  for  Aigline^  when  I  under- 
1,  taking  advantage  of  my  absence^  she  had 
In  her  extenuation  I  admitted  that  for  some 

we  had  disagreed,  in  despite  of  which  I  loved 
tenderly. 
Can  I  believe  you,  Sir  Freville  ?'*  he  demanded; 

best  your  story  is  confused,  and  Captain 
;  DufF  Gower  appears  a  perfect  gentleman; 
ies  he  has  expressed  the  greatest  anxiety  about 
ine^s  fate,  and  assured  me  that  even  at  the 
ent  instant  he  is  making  active  enquiries 
dve  to  her/* 

Captain  Tennant,  do  you  doubt  my  word?** 
Tcely  demanded. 

When  you  forfeited  your  oath,**  he  replied, 
id  that  under  the  most  aggravated  circum- 
ces,  who  can  believe  your  word  ?  I  for  one 
lot.** 

This  is  unbearable,**  I  exclaimed,  "and  pro- 
es  me  to  say,  that  I  am  not  answerable  for 
r  sister's  weakness,  since  it  was  not  I  who  first 
ed  her.  I  grieve  to  speak  so  harshly,  but  you 
pel  me  to  it.  I  grieve  still  more  that  her 
tent  conduct  confirms  the  painful  truth.** 


166 


THB   DB£RHt7B8T8. 


He  cast  on  me  a  look  of  withering  toorn  u  k 
replied,  ^^  For  her,  she  desenres  every  ] 
every  insult ;  you  despise  her  not  half  ao  t 
as  I  do ;  but  hope  not  in  tbia  to  find  in  ( 
for  your  breach  of  faith  to  my  d^arted  J 
Forget  you.  Sir  Freville,  your  oath,  awoni  on  Ae 
sword  his  liberal  friendship 
necessity  ever  require  it,  to  guard  over . 
with  a  brother's  care,  tendemeaa,  and  kncl 
Know,  that  oath  is  recorded  in  a  letter  aJJiwrf 
at  the  period  to  me,  when^  Buffering  from  Inkai 
health  and  fortunes,  my  unhappy  parent^  fb» 
seeing  the  rapid  period  to  hia  exiatene^  iqaal 
in  securing  such  a  guardian  to  hia  adond  ni 
then  innocent  daughter.  How  Ul  yoa  hnapv- 
formed  an  oath  voluntarily  taken,  and  wUck  lb 
death  should  have  rendered  atill  mora  'tmeni^Jftk 
needless  to  say:  no.  Sir  FreviUe,  Cor  yon  fhatk 
no  excuse  except  in  the  genenlitiea  «f  ]iV 
boasted  cosmopolite  philosophy,  lAidiy 
all  our  best  and  holiest  dii 
around  an  at  mosphereof  sin*  The  ] 
spot  may  not  be  visible  to  the  ] 
corruptions  are  not  the  leaa  ihelimtifiii    Oiii 


heaven !  that  my  beautiful  a^iatet  ^Imuld  be  (»rvc  of 
its  many  victims  V^    Again  a  sigh  burst  hnh. 

Disguising  my  emotion^  with  as  much  d^ntly  tf ^ 
I  could  assume,  I  answered^  ^^  Caplain  TeimiaC 
as  you  presume  to  doubt  my  word,  I  shall  boM  m 
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iiiither  conversation  with  you.  Whenever  you 
arnuige  our  meeting,  of  course  you  will  acquaint 
me  in  the  usual  form.^^ 

"  Nothing  can  be  arranged/'  he  replied,  "  till  I 
discover  where  the  wretched  Aigline  is — you  are 
"ftware  our  meeting  must  be  decisive;  no  inter- 
ference of  friends  in  such  a  case  is  admissible. 
Sir  Preville,  you  have  not  only  injured  me  past 
all  forgiveness,  but  cast  obloquy  on  the  memory 
of  my  &ther,  and  of  this  you  cannot  even  plead 
passion  as  a  palliation.  No;  you  immolated  all 
of  past  kindness  received  from  my  too  generous 
parents,  all  of  present  friendship  to  Mellish  and 
to  me,  your  companions  and  early  friends,  to  the 
gratification  of  a  cold,  contemptible  vanity;  a 
sentiment  of  all  others  the  most  essentially  selfish 
and  debasing.  Sir  Freville,  you  are  beneath  my 
hatred,  but  I  despise  you  more  than  language  can 
express."  And  again  resuming  his  attitude  of 
unbending  determination,  he  gazed  sternly  on  me. 
Mellish,  struggling  to  subdue  his  emotion,  stood 
supporting  himself  on  liis  sword. 

While  I  deliberated  what  answer  to  make  to  a 
rudeness  which,  however  my  conduct  justified,  a 
sense  of  honour  forbade  ray  overlooking,  the 
door  opened,  and  to  my  great  relief,  being  glad  of 
any  interruption  to  so  distressing  a  scene,  Thomas 
La  Franck  entered.  An  unconcerned  spectator 
must  have  been  struck  by  the  contrast  his  mild 
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and  clerical  appearance  offered  to  die  fkiamj 
uniforms  and  agitated  faces  of  Tennant  and  Ud- 
lish.  La  Frances  form  was  very  di^;  Ui 
countenance  pale,  with  light  thin  hair^  and  be 
must  have  been  deemed  plain  bat  for  the  eipm- 
sion  of  his  eloquent  blue  eyes,  ^*— »™t  vtt 
benevolence ;  in  his  address  he ' 
affectionate,  and  of  all  the  persons  I 
he  possessed  the  greatest  facility  of 
fidence ;  and  though  himself  as  firee  fimn  ■■  « 
mortal  man  could  be,  his  gende  nature  ever 
poured  the  oil  and  wine  of  oompasMon  and  bope 
into  the  penitent  soul.  In  his 
assumed  its  dearest,  its  holiest 
But  to  quit  my  digression.  On  his  qiUswfW  k 
advanced  instantly  to  Tennant,  and  daspm  b 
hand,  exclaimed,  ^^  My  dear  Gtoofgc^  ba^iv  Ae 
deep  grief  that  awaits  you,  how  i^adly  shosU  I 
welcome  you  back  to  Britain.** 

Returning  his    salute    with    equal  confailf» 
Tennant  answered,  ^^Thomas,  yim  qpsakJfa* 


person .  of  just  feeling ;  you  admit  tiiai  uiv  i^t** 
pects  are  blighted;  honour^  pure  unsullied  honoor, 
originating  in  high  principles  was  my  pride;  if  it 
sprang  from  ambition  it  wns  e^rcusable  ;  )-tm  bia« 
of  Aigline^s  guilt — ^think  what  I  muiit  suffei.** 

"  Let  us  for  a  moment^''  said  La  Franck,  *  re- 
vert to  the  past.  How  fern  years  have  passed  ftaei 
we  four  parted  boys,  and  now  we  arc  men-"   H* 
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peosed  a  moment,  and  then  with  emotion  added, 
*^  Whatever  difference  of  passions  may  now  exist 
among  us,  should  they  not  be  softened  by  the 
recollection  that  we  have  been  schoolfellows — ^the 
pupils  of  my  reverend  father ;  and  that  for  a  period 
our  pleasures  and  happiness  were  dependent  on 
each  other?  My  dear  George,  I  would  remind 
you  of  the  last  evening  we  sat  together.  You 
were  to  sail  on  the  following  morning  for  England. 
My  fiather  gave  a  farewell  supper.  We  were  a 
happy  party ;  and  many  and  sincere  were  the 
vows  reciprocally  given,  that  through  all  the 
troubles  of  this  life  we  would  preserve  our  friend- 
ship. Circumstances  have  rendered  the  observ- 
ance of  these  vows  difficult ;  but  it  is  a  Christian's 
part  to  forgive.  Therefore  come  I  here  as  a  mes- 
senger of  peace.'' 

"  Though  an  angel  spoke,  I  could  not — ^would 
not — forgive  that  villain!"  vociferated  Tennant, 
pointing  to  me. 

**  Nay,  but  hear  me,"  said  La  Franck,  mildly. 

^^  Wherefore  ?"  he  retorted ;  "  you  cannot  deny 
that  Sir  Freville,  false  to  friendship,  to  gratitude, 
to  truth — triumphing  in  the  weakness  of  my  lost 
sister,  permitted  her  to  be  publicly  seen  as  bis 
victim.  By  the  living  God  1  my  soul  is  tortured 
to  madness,  when  I  dwell  on  the  disgrace ;  and  I 
can  scarcely  refrain  from  instant  vengeance." 

'^In  the  name  of  heaven,  La  Franck,"  cried 
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Mellish,  "  why  did  you  revert  to  those  reminis- 
cences of  the  past  ?  At  that  very  supper.  Aigline 
presided  as  mistress  of  the  feast,  claiming  from 
each  of  us  at  least  a  brother's  love  and  protection. 
This  you  know,  and  are  aware  of  our  present 
respective  positions.  I  believe  you  to  be  in- 
capable of  ill ;  but  had  another  acted  so,  1 
should  have  imputed  it  to  wickedness,  not  forget- 
fuhicss." 

La  Franck  replied  mildly,  ^*  Forgive  me.  I  had 
hoped  by  allucUng  to  the  past  to  awaken  senti- 
ments of  affection — not  these  violent  passions. 
I  came  here  not  only  as  a  messenger  of  peace, 
but  as  a  bearer  of  sorrow  —a  sorrow  in  which  you 
will  all  participate."  He  paused,  and  tears  started 
to  his  eyes. 

While  he  was  speaking,  Tennant  was  striding 
up  and  down,  struggling  to  regain  self-command. 
Too  mucli  exhausted  to  stand,  I  had  sunk  back 
on  tiie  sofa,  paying  little  attention  to  what  was 
said,  until  Mellish  vehemently  exclaimed,  "L« 
Franck,  as  you  hope  for  mercy,  speak!  Know 
you  aught  of  Aigline?  C«in  Mc Duff's  horriUe 
suggestion  be  true  ?  Can  she  have  perished,  and 
by ."     He  could  not  proceed. 

'^  Compose  youself,"  answered  La  Franck  gen- 
tly ;  "  Aigline  lives,  and  never  contemplated  the 
awful  act  of  suicide." 
"  My  God  !  how  do  I  thank  you!"  cried  Mel- 
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lish,  as  losing  all  control  in  the  enthusiasm  of 
gratitude,  he  fell  on  his  knees,  burying  his  face  in 
his  clasped  hands. 

**  Rise,  my  dear  friend,'*  said  Tennant,  ^^and 
compose  yourself.  'Tis  pity  tliat  a  heart  so  tender, 
so  noble  as  yours,  should  be  wasted  on  such  a 
being/^ 

"Tennant,  you  are  right,"  he  replied,  rising; 
"  and  remember,  you  must  all  forget  my  weak- 
uess, — it  was  but  momentary/'  And  forcing  a 
smile,  he  turned  towards  the  window. 

"Now,  La  Franck,"  said  Tennant,  "tell  me 
what  you  know  of  my  unworthy  sister.  Sir 
Freville  Deerhurst  asserts  that  she  fled  from  his 
protection,  to  place  herself  under  that  of  Captain 
McDuff  Gower.  Altogether  it  is  a  respectable 
business  for  a  brother  to  examine  into.  However, 
it  is  my  imperative  duty  to  inquire  into  her  fate. 
Happily,  no  affection  now  exists  for  her  in  my 
mind.'* 

loL  Franck  answered,  "  I  cannot  comprehend 
why  Sir  Freville  should  suspect  Aigline  of  being 
with  Captain  McDuff,  though,  certainly,  as  the 
nephew  of  her  departed  husband,  during  your 
absence  he  was  her  most  legitimate  guardian ;  and 
now,  I  do  remember,  she  told  me  that,  on  finding 
you  were  in  London,  she  had  entreated  Mc  Duff 
to  take  her  to  some  place  where  there  was  no  pos- 
sibility of  your  meeting.    Oh!   George,  if  you 
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my  oommunication  on  the  subject,  influenced  by 
her  romantic  and  ill-regulated  ideas  of  honour^ 
she  acquainted  me  that  she  declined  to  accept  the 
money;  still,  in  her  answer  to  me,  she  spoke  of 
yoa  with  a  tenderness  bordering  on  enthusiasm^ 
bitterly  condemning  herself  for  the  disgrace  her 
levity  had  brought  on  you,  and  expatiating  on  the 
delight  which,  but  for  her  unhappy  fortune,  your 
return  would  have  given.  ^  In  conclusion,^  she 
aid,  'La  Frenck,  you  cannot  comprehend  my 
misery ;  for  none  but  the  guilty  oould  conceive  its 
etrugg^es.  Here  am  I,— on  the  one  hand  torn  by 
remorse,  and  on  the  other  have  not  courage  to 
reform,  quit  my  present  position,  and  retire  to 
solitude — the  only  good  the  world  now  afibrds 


€t 


^'  On  reading  this  letter,''  continued  La  Franck, 
I  was  much  affected.  It  convinced  me  that, 
however  unworthy  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  Aig- 
line's  heart  was  not  corrupt;  and  I  offered  up  a 
fervent  prayer  that  I  might  be  endowed  with 
grace  to  turn  her  from  the  life  of  vice  which  she 
led,  to  one  of  piety  and  true  repentance ;  and  in 
this  blessed  hope,  on  the  very  next  day  I  went  to 
the  chateau  where  she  had  resided,  but  she  and 
Sir  Freville  were  gone,  leaving  no  trace  of  ihei 
intended  route.  I  say  nothing  of  my  disappoint- 
ment. To  be  brief;  after  that  I  heard  no  more  of 
her  till  the  2Srd  of  last  month,  when  surrounded 
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by  a  galltint  party,  I  saw  her  riding  in  the  park," 
Tuniing  to  me,  lie  added,  "  You  may  remember, 
Freville,  that  I  stopped  your  horse  for  the  purpose 
of  apprising  you  that  Lord  Plinlimmon  and  Mr. 
Aylshury  liad  arrived  in  London ;  and  soon  after, 
on  quitting  you,  I  beheld  George  Tennant,^-of 
whose  arrival  I  was  not  aware — on  horseback^  but 
standing  so  still,  and  with  a  countenance  so  fixed 
and  pallid,  that  he  niiL^ht  have  been  taken  for 
a  statue  ;  while  in  the  distance  Aigline  was  gallop- 
ing otr  at  such  speed,  her  courser's  feet  scarcely 
touched  the  earth.  The  whole  truth  flashed 
across  my  mind;  the  brother  and  sister  had  un- 
expectedly met ;  shame  and  grief  were  the  conse- 
quence. In  such  a  case,  I  hesitated  how  to  act. 
While  I  still  deliberated,  you,  George,  started 
from  your  reverie,  put  the  spurs  to  your  horse, 
and  dashed  through  the  park,  but  in  a  different 
directit)n  from  the  one  Aigline  had  taken.  Dis- 
spirited  by  the  whole  scene,  I  resolved  to  return 
home,  if  possible  obtain  an  interview  vrith  you. 
Sir  Freville,  and  apprise  you  of  what  I  had 
witnessed. 

^^  It  chanced  that  late  on  the  same  evening  I  w 
summoned  to  administer  to  a  lady  on  the  point 
of  deatl).  Just  as  I  was  quitting  her  honae,  a 
ser\'aiit  arrived,  and  in  breathless  haste  inquired 
if  the  physician  was  still  there,  as  a  lady  at  Sir 
Freville   Deerhurst^s  house^    in    the    immediate 
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n^hbourhood^  had  been  taken  suddenly  ill. 
Directing  him  where  to  seek  medical  attendance, 
I  flew  to  Aigline,  whom  I  found  lying  on  a  couch 
in  the  hall,  and  covered  with  blood.  On  my 
demanding  the  cause,  her  attendant  acquainted  me 
that  about  half  an  hour  before,  she  had  heard  the 
hall  bell  rung  with  great  violence,  and  on  descend- 
ing beheld  Mrs.  McMisserton  lying  on  the 
marble  floor  in  violent  hysterics ;  that  she  raised 
her,  and  applied  the  usual  restoratives,  but  with- 
out effect;  the  attacks  became  more  violent,  and 
in  their  struggles  she  apprehended  a  blood-vessel 
had  burst,  perceiving  which  she  sent  for  a  phy- 
sician. 

^'To  this  account,  Aigline,  though  scarcely  able 
to  speak,  added,  that  she  had  met  you,  George,  in 
-the  park,  loojdng  so  like  her  departed  mother ; 
^and  I  am  such  a  lost  wretch,'  she  shrieked,  ^  that 
I  could  not  again  see  him  and  survive.' 

^  I  entreated  her  to  be  calm,  and  inquired  after 
you.  Sir  Freville.  She  said  you  had  imbibed 
some  foolish  groundless  jealousy  against  Mc  Duff 
Gower,  and  had  quitted  the  house  in  anger, 
neglecting  your  solemn  promise  of  removing  her 
firom  England  ^And  McDuff,  too,'  she  said, 
^has  deserted  me  in  extremity;  for  not  two  hours 
ago  he  said  he  would  return  and  bear  me  away.' 
She  then  began  to  rave,  and  spoke  very  wildly. 
Fortunately  the  physician  soon  arrived ;  he  con- 
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Mo  Duff  Ghiwer,  was  utterly  without  founda- 
tion?*^ 

^^  Except  so  &r  as  I  have  just  explained/'  said 
La  Fmnck. 

^'  And  she  has  not  since  seen  him  ?^^  persisted 
MeUish^  whose  jealousy  conquered  every  other 
sentiment. 

**  Not  until  yesterday/*  was  the  reply,  "when 
by  a  chance  I  shall  not  delay  to  explain,  he  dis- 
covered  where  she  was,  and  what  she  su£fered 
from  illness.  Instantly,  he  called  at  the  physi- 
cian's in  Leicester  Square,  to  inquire  after  her, 
and  as  he  proposed  soon  going  to  Scotland,  to 
learn  if  there  was  any  service  he  could  render. 
Grateful  for  such  kindness,  she  consented  to  see 
him  and  Captain  Tennant;  the  result  of  their 
conversation  was,  that  no  longer  dreading  to  meet 
you,  she  has  sent  me  to  intreat  your  presence, 
hoping  you  will  grant  forgiveness  for  her  many 
errors.*' 

"  I  could  not  see  her,  but  to  reproach  her/*  was 
his  cold  reply ;  ^^  my  inquiries  after  her  proceeded 
from  duty,  not  affection ;  being  satisfied  as  to  her 
safety,  I  desire  no  more.  Sir  Freville  Deerhurst, 
I  shall  call  on  you  to-morrow/*  he  was  retiring, 
when  La  Franck  called  out  with  emotion, "  George, 
this  severity  compels  me  to  be  more  candid  than 
I  wished.  I  thought  to  break  the  sad  intelligence 
that  there  is  little  hope  of  Aig^iie*s  recovery;  but 
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first  time  speaking  with  tenderness,  ^^  bear  to  her 
my  forgiveness  and  blessing ;  I  could  not  see  her 
and  grant  them.  You  both  accuse  me  of  being 
too  harsh.  I  deny  the  charge.  I  would  have 
forgiven  Aigline  much.  Of  her  ill-assorted  union, 
I  shall  not  speak ;  it  was  partly  my  father's  act^ 
and  whatever  his  faults,  it  is  not  for  his  son  to 
censure  them.  No,  I  love  and  venerate  his 
memory.  For  her  attachment  to  d'Estonville 
Howard,  so  worthy  of  inspiring  it,  though  highly 
culpable,  still  from  all  I  had  heard,  I  think  my 
heart  would  have  pleaded  an  excuse ;  and  while  I 
mourned  her  disgrace,  pitjring  her  misfortimes  and 
weakness,  subduing  my  mortification,  I  would  still 
have  received  her  as  a  sister ;  but  neither  love  nor 
friendship  can  excuse  her  intimacy  with  Lord  Bele- 
trieve.  And  I  am  expected  to  forgive  her,  to 
countenance  her,  to  forget  how  piously  she  had 
been  educated,  the  domestic  and  moral  home  to 
which  she  had  been  accustomed,  the  tenderness 
she  received.  By  heaven !  if  you  would  not  have 
me  curse  her,  you  will  not  by  pressing  me  to  visit 
her,  revive  these  recollections." 

Heretofore,  while  this  scene  was  passing,  I  had 
remained  on  the  sofa  in  a  state  of  weakness  and 
excitement,  which  rendered  me  almost  powerless ; 
but  when  I  saw  Tennant  preparing  to  retire,  and 
witnessed  the  disappointment  of  La  Franck, 
*— though,  like  Mellish,  I  believed  he  had  exagge- 


influena 

whom  s! 

who  for 

perseyerj 

oombinal 

trol,  her 

Geoi^l 

grind  his 

ing  to  ol 

full  detail 

Alicant,  i 

that  she  i 

save    Mel 

observing, 

hood  you  1 

f  met  any 

'^ith   her  , 

extreme  se 


THE   OBBRHUR8T8.  181 

energy,  romance,  and  misapplied  generosity  of  her 

mind ^^     I    paused;    and   then,   in    hurried 

accents  added,  ^^To  describe  her  regret,  her 
remorse  at  her  fallen  state,  I  shall  repeat  a  sen- 
tence of  her  own,  which,  to  my  view,  conveys 
a  stronger  idea  of  her  struggles  than  the  most 
elaborate  language :  ^  It  is  terrible,^  she  was  wont 
to  say,  ^to  have  the  body  ministering  to  vice, 
while  the  spirit  aspires  after  virtue/ '' 

"Merciful  heaven!''  exclaimed  Mellish,  who 
from  the  time  I  began  to  speak,  had  started  up, 
^^  then  Aigline  loved  me,  and  for  my  sake  sacri- 
ficed her  honour  and  risked  her  immortal  soul  to 
save  mine:  oh!  wondrous  proof  of  affection;  before 
it  the  offerings  of  wealth,  station, — nay,  of  life,  fade 
to  nothing;  yet,  I  would  rather  have  been  hooted 
from  the  army  as  a  coward  or  vagabond,  than 
have  brought  a  blush  in  her  face.  Generous, 
mistaken,  noble-minded  woman !  why,  oh !  why 
was  I  so  long  kept  in  ignorance  of  this  ?  Oh ! 
what  hours  of  sorrow  it  would  have  saved  us  both ; 
but  it  is  not  too  late — no,  I  feel  it  cannot  be  too 
late,*'  and  he  struck  his  breast — "  that  Aigline  will 
live — live  to  be  adored,  honoured,  nay,  worshipped, 
at  least  by  me.  And  you,  Sir  Freville  Deerhurst,*' 
he  fiercely  demanded,  "  why  was  I  so  long  kept 
in  ignorance  of  these  fiu^ts?  you  shall  account  to 
me  for  this  !*' 
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'<  Colonel  Mellish/'  I  replied,  ''i 
accepting  your  challenge,  all  your 
heaven,  I  wish  if  I  possessed  so  many  fivsitte} 
were  multiplied  to  a  thousazid*  I  am  mdjl» 
answer,  but  I  repeat,  I  shall  oflEer  no  odior  fatm 
for  any  act  solely  my  own.  Howwreryiaferii 
Aigline  is  concerned,  it  is  my  duty  to  i 
Know  then,  that  until  the  erening  yoo  i 
us  together  at  my  chateau  near  tlio 
Elys^es,  she  never  acquainted 
facts ;  though  often  from  my  anreaaonaUetH^] 
and  in  the  bitterness  of  jealousy^ — ^fiir  none  of  job 
could  execrate  her  living  with  Lord 
more  than  I  did — I  reproached  hor  for 
done  so.  But,  Colonel  MeUiah,  i 
ture,  when  I  acquainted  her  dint  yon 
selling  your  commission  to  pay  m 
anonymously  forwarded,  spite  of 
ignorance  on  the  subject^ier  anxiety  to  mm 
you  from  such  an  emergency,  led  lier  to  aili 
the  confession.  Would,  I  tfaoi^i^  thgfc  ahe  Id 
been  equally  ingenuous  on  the  ai|^  I ) 
her  at  Lord  Beletrieve's  hotel  ii 
bow  much  crime  it  would 


But  her  chameleon*Iike  temper^  in  it^  iii|^[j«^>ti.<4 

dianges,  involved  herself  and  others.^  ^H 

''  Sir  Freville,*'  said  Ttetinant,  **  this  b  as«M 

elucidation,  but  perfectly  tn  keeping  with  AigliDe^ 
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romantic  notions.  May  *I  trouble  you  so  fieur  as 
to  request  that  you  will  again  repeat  all  the  cir- 
eoinstances:  you  cannot  be  too  particular/' 

'^  Sit  down  while  you  do  so/'  said  La  Franck  in 
his  gentle  voice;  "for  indeed^  FreviUe,  you  are 
quite  exhausted^  and  let  me  call  for  wine  and 
water/'  This  simple  address,  spoken  in  kindness 
and  fiEuniliarity,  affected  me  so  deeply,  it  was  some 
time  ere  I  could  speak.  I  then  dwelt  on  every 
circumstance  as  each  was  delivered  in  full  in 
Aigline's  confession. 

"  Monster  \"  exclaimed  Tennant,  when  he  had 
heard  this  exposition  of  Beletrieve's  baseness; 
"  but  what  could  be  expected  from  a  free-thinker, 
a  disciple  of  Thomas  Paine  ?" 

'^Afiter  this  explanation,  George,  and  in  your 
sister's  state,  you  cannot  deny  her  the  meeting 
she  entreats.  Even  now  she  anxiously  expects 
you,"  said  La  Franck. 

^'How  came  she,"  demanded  Tennant,  "so 
suddenly  to  conquer  her  dread  of  seeing  mc  ?  All 
connected  with  her  seems  mysterious." 

"In  that  there  is  no  mystery,"  replied  La 
Franck.  "  In  the  days  of  her  pride,  violence,  and 
remorse,  she  would  fly  from  all  likely  to  despise 
or  reproach  her;  but  in  the  humility  of  true 
repentance,  she  bows  in  submission  to  the  evils  she 
has  brought  on  herself,  and  in  a  Christian's  hope, 
would  obtain  your  forgiveness ;  besides,  she  who 
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lieacd  a  word  that  was  uttered;    but  he  now 
adTanced^  holding  his  helmet  in  his  hand.     His 
ibrm,  always   erects  was   drawn  up   to  its   full 
lidight;  his  cheeks  were  flushed^  and  his  brow^ 
ipenerallj  so  fair  and  open,  bore  a  look  of  determi- 
nation   very  unusual    to    it.    From    his   whole 
bearing  you  at  once  discovered  he  had  conquered 
some  inward  feeling,  and  formed  a  resolution  on  a 
point  upon  which  (^position  might  be  expected. 
Twice  he  essayed  to  address  Tennant,  but  utter- 
ance was  gone.    At  length,  he  found  words :  at 
first    his    voice    was    hoarse    and    unnaturally 
deep^  but  as  he  proceeded,  it  became  clear  and 
distinct. 

^GecMrge/'  he  said,  laying  his  hand  on  his 
shoulder,  ^^hear  me  without  interruption  or  argu- 
ment ;  for  all  that  can  be  said  against  my  present 
resolution  has  been  suggested  by  my  own  reason. 
Yon  and  La  Franck  have  just  heard  Sir  Freville 
Deerhurst's  explanation  of  the  motives  which  led 
Aigline  to  reside  imder  the  same  roof  with  Bele- 
trieve.  And  to  that  desperate  act  must  be  im- 
puted her  subsequent  errors.  Gbod  heaven!  it 
was  dreadful.  Well,  neither  of  you  can  now 
doubt  but  that  love  for  me,  and  gratitude  for  a 
few  trifling  services,  were  the  origin  of  her  fall. 
Thus,  in  point  of  fact,  I  was  the  cause — the  source 
of  her  errors.  For  even  a  brother's  pride  and 
scrupulous  honour  found  an  excuse  for  the  former 
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bitterness^  torn  by  endless  regret  at  being  deserted 
by  him  for  whose  preservation  self  was  immo- 
lated? To  act  thus  I  must  be  a  villain.  No, 
George/'  he  proceeded,  again  addressing  Tennant, 
*'  my  coarse  is  decided :  loving  me,  Aigline  cannot 
refuse  my  hand — we  will  be  united.  During  the 
peace,  I  can  quit  the  army  without  reproach. 
CHiange  of  scene,  tranquillity  of  mind,  and  a 
southern  clime  will  restore  her  health ;  a  change 
will  pass  over  our  lives — ^'tis  but  the  shifting  of  a 
scene.  We  will  be  all  in  all  to  each  other,  form- 
ing our  own  world.  We  shall  soon  learn  to  forget 
those  who  despise — deride  us/'  As  he  uttered 
these  words  his  fine  countenance  brightened,  and 
his  eyes  beamed  with  happiness.  Waving  his 
hand,  and  putting  on  his  helmet,  he  rushed  down 
stairs;  and,  ere  Tennant  or  La  Franck— con- 
founded at  his  declaration — could  interfere,  quitted 
the  house. 

La  Franck  was  the  first  to  speak.  ^*  This  infa- 
tuation on  Mellish's  part,'*  he  observed,  ^^  is  most 
unfortunate.  Should  he  gain  an  interview  with 
Aigline,  probably  a  return  of  hemorrhage  will 
occur,  and  fatal  consequences  result.  I  had  best 
go  and  guard  against  it.'' 

"You  are  too  late,"  answered  Tennant,  who 
had  been  looking  out  of  the  window,  ''he  has 
flown  down  the  street  with  the  speed  of  an  arrow 
from  its    bow — ^the    very    passengers     stop    in 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

Again  I  was  too  miserable  to  heed  the  time;  but 
as  I  lay,  faint  and  exhausted,  hours  must  have 
elapsed,  and  during  this  period  not  even  Llewel- 
lyn called.  At  length  I  heard  steps  approach;  I 
hailed  them  with  pleasure;  any  person  who  broke 
in  on  a  solitude,  my  troubled  conscience  rendered 
so  terrible,  must  be  welcome.  The  autumnal 
evening  was  rapidly  closing ;  still  there  was  suf- 
ficient light  to  render  objects  visible.  The  door 
burst  open,  and  Mellish  staggered  in  with  unsteady 
steps.  He  was  fearfully  pale;  it  would  seem  as  if 
in  the  short  interval  that  had  elapsed  since  he 
quitted  the  apartment,  years  had  passed  over  his 
head.  He  advanced  to  the  so&,  gazed  wildly  at 
me,  shook  his  clenched  hand  in  a  threatening 
attitude;  then  uttering  a  groan,  rushed  into  an 
inner  apartment,  which  he  instantly  locked:  but 
his  deep  sighs  burst  on  my  ear.     La  Franck  had 
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loose.  In  his  present  state  of  mind  it  must  be 
listressing  in  Mellish  to  act  the  host  to  one  who 
lad  been  his  successful  rival  5  then  while  you  are 
lere  Tennant  will  not  come^  for  you  and  he  can 
icver  again  meet  but  in  hostility.  Let  me  then 
iccompany  you  to  your  own  residence,  and  deem 
ne  not  unkind  m  pressing  this  matter/' 

Not  heeding  his  words^  I  vehemently  demanded, 
''  Am  I  not  to  see  Aigliiie?  must  she  too  be  torn 
from  me  without  an  adieu  ?'* 

He  answered,  "  Anticipating  your  wish,  I  put 
the  question  to  herself — and  none  objected;  but 
she  refused,  and,  methinks  for  the  first  time  since 
her  repentance,  some  worldly  thoughts,  some 
yearnings  after  the  past  disturbed  her,  for  she 
said  very  mournfully,  ^  No,  I  could  not  see  Freville 
and  retain  composure :  in  good  or  evil  we  so  long 
went  hand-in-hand  together.  No,  I  must  see  him 
no  more  -at  least  in  this  world — ^it  would  grieve 
me  too  much ;  besides,  I  would  still  retain  in  his 
memory  the  impress  of  what  I  was,  not  of  this 
skeleton  form.'  And  she  stretched  out  her  at- 
tenuated arm,  adding,  ^  Bear  to  him  my  tenderest 
adieus ;  let  him  not  in  his  regrets  fancy  I  owed 
him  unkindness — far  otherwise.  Tell  him,  amidst 
all  my  petulance  I  dearly  loved  him  ;  and  that  if 
in  my  dying  hour  I  retain  my  faculties,  I  will 
follow  the  example  of  his  angel  Clara,  and  pray 
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that  he  may  return  to  his  God.    I  would  wrtt' 
she  added,  ^  but^  alas !  the  strength  to  do  so  is  for 
ever  gone ;  and  now^  La  Franck,  if  yoa  would  not 
disturb  my  soul's  peace,  speak  no  moie  of  Frcrilk 
Deerhurst.'  '^     He  paused,  and  then  was  offering 
some  consolations,  but  I   petulantly  interrupted 
him,  sa}ing,  "  I  am  satisfied  that  Aigline  will  not 
see  me,  wherefore  attempt  softening  these  accumu- 
lated evils  ?     True,  it  belongs  to  your  minis&ry  to 
scatter  the  good  seed ;  but,  mark  me^  my  heart  is 
equally  indurated  against  it,  and  agunst  hunan 
sympathy/^ 

He  sighed,  and  merely  answered,  "  Freville,  1 
can  only  pray  for  you/* 

'^  First,"  1  said,  "  assist  me  to  my  carriage.  1 
cannot  move  without  support.'*  And  rising,  I 
grasped  his  arm. 

He  looked  wistfully  in  my  fiace,  remarking,  ^  It 
has  not  been  ordered  ;**  then  ringing  the  beU  be 
gave  directions,  and  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  boor 
Llewellyn  entered  and  announced  that  it  was  in 
waiting. 

^^  I  do  not  require  now  your  assistance,*'  I  s^d 
coldly  to  La  Franck,  as  he  offered  me  his  arm: 
'^  go  to  Mellish,  to  him  your  services  may  be  use- 
ful.'* 

'*  Xot  during  the  first  ebullitions  of  his  grief,"* 
was  the  reply.     ^*  That  past,  his  reason,  sided  by  a 
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itrong  sense  of  religion^  will  console  him  under 
an  irremediable  misfortune.'' 

**  And  I,  too,  would  be  alone/'  I  said  haughtily. 

^'  Well,  Freville,  at  present  I  shall  not  press  my 
attentions/'  he  replied.  "  May  God  comfort  you." 
and  gently  pressing  my  hand  he  retired. 

'^  Sir,"  remarked  Llewellyn,  ^'  was  there  ever 
so  good  or  meek  a  man  as  Mr.  La  Franck  ?  he  is 
like  a  saint,  and  in  despite  of  the  world's  pride, 
I'd  rather  be  as  good  a  Christian  than  be  the  Prince 
Regent."  By  this  time  I  had  reached  my  chariot; 
he  assisted  me  into  it,  and  in  a  few  moments  I 
was  conveyed  to  my  splendid,  solitary  home. 

Late  on  the  following  day  La  Franck  called.  I 
stiU  sat  over  my  untouched  but  elegantly  appointed 
breakfast ;  and  memory,  ever  busy,  carried  me  back 
to  the  morning  1  had  seen  Lord  Beletrieve  in  the 
same  fashion,  lingering  over  luxiiries  he  could  not 
enjoy, — though  our  want  of  appetite  proceeded 
firom  far  diflferent  causes;  and  in  the  bitterness  of 
my  soul  I  cursed  the  folly  which  had  influenced 
me  to  follow  his  vain  example.  To  my  inquiries 
relative  to  Aigline,  La  Franck  answered  that  she 
continued  much  in  the  same  way ;  then  with  a  sad 
smile  he  added,  ^^  Freville,  i^ain  I  intrude  on  you 
with  a  mission  of  peace.  Remember,  it  is  my 
vocation,  and  bear  patiently  with  me." 

I  took  his  hand  and  said  warmly,  ^^  Though  I 
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csnnot  jnofit  by  your  rhiirtii  daoty^  I  « 

grateful  for  it-'* 

He  pressed  my  hand  ezdauamg^  'IMkbl 
have  an  inward  ccmTictioa  that  fr— ^|^  Oolii 
holy  assistance  I  shall  yet  win  yoa  to 
but  such  blessed  discourse  is  not  my  k 
business.  I  must  abide  my  tim^  Him  pwt  ac 
your  attention  while  I  e:^plnn  diat  on  tha  dlq 
Aigline  last  saw  Captain  McDofl^  leanQif.faa 
him  that  her  brother  had  gcme  to  lidUi^ii 
quest  of  yoU|  her  clear  mind-Hvliich  KtBm  iti 
full  powers — instantly  suggested  dwt  a  dnelwoBH 
be  the  consequence  of  your  intanfkfV*  So  and 
did  she  suffer  from  the  idea,  that  itoonqneniki 
dread  of  meeting  G^rge,  Confidiiy  to  ae  Ifl 
resolve  of  gaining  his  promiae  not  to  meat  yoaii 
hostility,  she  sent  me,  as  yon  alimadi  hnoi^  b 
entreat  his  presence  in  Ldoeat^  B^gftfrnJ*   .   . 

<'And  he/'  I  remarked,  ''no  doqJmnWagtao 
anger  has  refused  to  withdraw  hp  i 

^'None  could  see  her  and  ii0.;m^.i» 
Franck,  ''so  he  requested  me.  to. ^hwU^JW^Ip 
note/'    I  took  it^  and  read  a|«j4j|f— ^^  t,^,.,:.,,,. 

"  Sir  Preville  Deerhurstj — Sitting  by  the  ctrad 
of  my  dying  sister,  and  at  her  desijne,  I  wiii 
to  state  she  is  so  tnach  affected  at  the  idia  d  o^ 
hostile  meetings  that  with  your  peemiisii)a  1 1 
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witlidTttw  my  challenge,  and  in  the  presence  of 
Colonel  Mellish  and  Mr.  La  Franck^  who  were 
present  at  our  interview,  apologize  for  any  offen- 
ave  expressions  I  may  have  used. 

Leicester  Square.  <^"*»"°*  Tennant." 

**Thi8  abrupt  note/^  observed  La  Franck  with 
more  emotion  than  I  had  ever  seen  him  betray, 
**  does  not  satisfy  you,  Freville ;  but  surely  you 
cannot,  from  any  motive,  still  further  afflict  Aig- 
line,  or  distract  her  thoughts  from  Heaven.  She 
aays  that  she  could  not  rest  in  her  grave  if  the 
blood  of  either  of  you  were  on  her  head/' 

**  Calm  yourself,*'  I  replied,  ^  I  am  not  quite 
the  wretch  you  all  take  me  to  be.  La  Franck, 
even  your  charity  fails  when  I  am  the  object, — 
but  it  matters  not." 

^  P^urdon,  and  mistake  me  not,'*  he  answered,  in 
his  gentle  voice,  ^^  I  only  feared  lest  your  ideas  of 
military  honour  should  interfere.  Alas  !  will  the 
time  ever  come  when  men,  judging  by  the  rules  of 
reason  and  conscience,  will  learn  to  abjure  'such 
prejudices,  and  look  back  to  the  period  they  were 
countenanced,  as  we  now  do  to  the  performance  of 
some  barbarous  superstition  ?^ 

In  my  driest  tone  I  said.  "  La  Franck,  preach- 
ing is  a  part  of  your  vocation  as  well  as  peace- 
mrinhg.    Am  I  'expected  to  submit  to  tliat  ako 
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patiently  ?  You  may  tax  me  beyond  my  humour: 
it  were  better  taste  not  to  do  so/' 

He  answered  with  a  sad  smile^  '*  I  shall  tab 
my  leave  when  I  learn  what  measures  you  mear 
to  pursue  with  Tennant.  I  cannot  endure  thai 
another  pang  should  be  added  to  poor  Aigline*! 
suffering ;  and  besides,  you  are  both  my  friends, » 
in  my  present  interference  I  am  selfish." 

I  answered  petulantly,  *^I  desire  no  man' 
friendship.  What  could  it  avail  ?  However,  L 
Franck,  look  not  so  distressed;  I  respect  you 
meekness  and  good  intentions.  If  you  canno 
exorcise  tlie  evil  spirit  that  masters  me,  the  faul 
is  not  yours.  But  here  is  my  answer :  if  it  pleasi 
you  not,  dict«ito,  and  I  shall  obey.  On  this  oni 
point  our  sentiments  agree."  He  took  my  uoU 
I  saw  liis  hand  tremble,  for  he  doubted  my  pur 
pose ;  but  as  he  read,  his  countenance  brightened 

"  Sir  Freville  Deerhurst  willingly  accepts  Cap 
tain  Tennant's  proposal  to  withdraw  his  challenge 
but  as  he  never  took  any  offence  with  Captaii 
Tennant,  he  requires  no  apology/* 


^' La  Franck,  does  this  note  meet  yoar  wishes:' 
1  said. 

He  caught  my  hand  with  unusual  energy,  ex 
claiming,  ^^  God  bless  you !  for  this  will  bring  sod 
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joy  to  Aigline.  Freville^  I  always  maintained 
that  your  heart  was  good,  though  your  conduct 
might  have  been  faulty ;  but  I  must  hurry  to  re- 
lieve our  poor  patient,  for  her  excitement  about 
this  duel  has  hurried  her  quickly  waning  life* 
Say,  have  you  no  message  for  her  ?'' 
Again  I  took  my  pen  and  wrote : — 

'*  Farewell,  Aigline ! — *  a  long  farewell !'  They 
tell  me  you  are  dying.  Thus  all  apologies  for  the 
past,  all  regrets  for  the  present,  are  of  no  avail. 
Enough.  If  I  possessed  the  power,  readily  would 
I  lay  down  my  life  to  preserve  yours,  yet  death  is 
the  happiest  lot.  Farewell,  Aigline !  Others  may 
forget  you — Freville  never  can  V' 

I  dashed  down  my  pen,  and  wept  with  uncon- 
trollable violence.  La  Franck  took  up  the  paper^ 
folded  it,  pressed  my  hand  in  his,  then,  without 
uttering  a  word,  quitted  the  apartment. 

In  this  fiEunt  sketch  of  the  foregoing  scenes,  I 
have  touched  as  lightly  as  possible  on  the  awful 
events  at  the  Terrace,  merely  recoxmting  them^ 
and  I  have  avoided  entering  into  any  description 
of  my  own  feelings.  Indeed,  no  force  of  language, 
however  eloquent,  could  convey  to  the  mind  of 
another  the  horror,  remorse,  despair,  I  suffered  as 
Mellish  acquainted  me  with  the  particulars  of  the 
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penpectiye,  in  some  d^ree  have  alleviated  present 
erils.  But  they  were  mine — ^had  opened  a  way  to 
military  honours^  to  royal  favour;  these  anxiously 
80Qght-for  objects  of  ambition  or  vanity.  Thus, 
I  could  calculate  to  a  nicety  their  fall  value^  and 
I  did  so ;  and  found  that  to  me  they  were  as  use- 
less as  the  vast  treasures  of  the  merchant  described 
in  the  Eastern  tale^  who^  having  devoted  all  his 
thoughts  and  time  to  amass  them^  at  length  found 
himself  in  a  desert,  isolated  from  human  society, 
and  perishing  with  want,  and  who,  as  he  lay  in 
agonies  amidst  his  heaps  of  gold  and  precious 
stones,  would  gladly  have  exchanged  them  all  for 
one  cup  of  water  to  cool  his  parching  tongue. 
With  equal  pleasure  would  I  have  resigned  my 
Oriental  acquisitions,  and  again  become  the  inha- 
bitant of  my  wretched  lodgings  in  Oxford  Street, 
could  I  have  enjoyed  the  peace  of  mind  I  knew 
ere  my  fatal  sojourn  at  the  Terrace.  A  learned 
divine  —  Dr.  Butler  —  has  asserted  that  no  per- 
son ever  hated  himself,  but  no  arguing  can  reason 
a  man  out  of  his  convictions,  and  I  positively 
hated  myself  with  a  malignity  that,  if  practised 
towards  another,  must  have  been  termed  demo- 
niacaL  Far  from  trying  to  ameliorate  my  suffer- 
ings, I  strove  to  increase  them  by  conjuring  up 
every  image  likely  to  add  to  my  regrets.  In  idea, 
I  would  stand  by  the  grave  of  Clara,  and  tearing 
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as  mere  fantasies^  still  they  go  to  prove  the  inward 
consciousness  implanted  in  our  nature  of  an  over- 
seeing Providence.  Vainly  does  the  free-thinker 
strive  to  argue  himself  out  of  the  universal  doc- 
trine of  future  pain  or  bliss^  for — 

**  There  is  a  divinity  that  stirs  within  us.  Heaven  itself 
points  out  a  hereafter,  and  intimates  eternity  to  man." 

And  oh !  how  abject  must  be  the  wretch,  how 
lost  to  all  dignity,  to  all  reflection,  who,  in  place 
of  triumphing  in  the  glorious  thought  that  his 
soul  is  an  emanation  from  the  great  Creator  of 
all,  would  level  himself  with  the  brute  to  die,  to 
TOt,  to  be  no  more.  Yet  such  was  the  Cimmerian 
darkness  into  which  I  had  sunk. 

Days  rolled  on;  my  nervous  irritability  in- 
creased to  such  a  degree  that  I  could  not  find  a 
mementos  rest,  but  continually  paced  through  the 
gilded  apartments  of  my  gorgeous  residence,  and 
when  nature  asserted  her  rights  sought  my  broken 
slumbers  on  couches.  Wherever  I  turned,  proofs 
of  Aigline's  employments  met  my  view;  her  music, 
her  books,  her  work,  all  tastefully  arranged.  True, 
she  was  for  ever  gone ;  but  the  memory  of  her 
genius,  her  accomplishments,  her  taste,  her  enthu- 
siasm, were  impressed  on  every  trifle.  There  was 
no  forgetting  her,  and  who  could  be  found  to 
supply  the  place  of  one  so  highly  gifted  ?  Twice, 

k3 


Mellish  pacing  up  and  da 
now  and  then  stopping  to 
lamp  which  burned  in  one 
specting  his  sorrow  I  did 
kept  out  of  his  view. 

It  was  on  the  19th  of 
sallied.fbrth  to  Leicester  Sq 
had  troubled  me  during  oi 
sleep.  Wishing  to  know  the 
I  desired  Llewellyn  to  foil 
tions  to  place  himself  in  tfai 
phyncian  that  he  might  li 
The  moon  was  at  its  full^ 
rain  which  fell  in  tonrents, 
weather,  I  moved  slowly^  ft 
and  unequaL  On  reaching 
Mellish;  he  was  leaning  baa 
railB,  with  his  arms  tig^] 
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drowned.^  As  he  spoke,  and  ere  I  could  reply^ 
tbe  light  in  the  window  was  suddenly  extinguished. 
On  the  instant  Mellish  threw  forward  his  arms, 
dapped  his  hands  together,  then  forcibly  striking 
them  on  his  head  uttered  a  wild  cry  and  rushed 
down  the  Square. 

^^What  can  this  mean?"  I  said,  addressing 
Llewellyn,  at  the  same  time  grasping  at  the  rails, 
for  my  strength  was  failing. 

"Let  us  go  home,  sir,''  he  said,  in  a  low  re- 
spectful voice;  "it  is  all  over  with  poor  Mrs.  Mac 
Misserton,  for  Mr.  La  Franck  promised  Colonel 
Mellish,  who  night  after  night  has  kept  his  melan- 
choly watch,  that  when  she  breathed  her  last  he 
would  put  out  the  light.  There  can  be  no  mis- 
take, for  the  doctor  just  told  me  so,  and  said  that 
spite  of  the  wicked  life  she  had  led  it  was  a  pity 
that  one  so  handsome  should  die  so  young.  How- 
ever, it  seems  she  turned  out  a  fine  Christian  at 
the  end,  thanks  to  Mn  La  Franck,  who  never 
stopped  praying  for  her;  but,  sir,  I  beg  pardon 
for  my  fireedom  of  speech,  and  oh !  master,  I  fear 
you  are  ill.'' — I  had  sunk  on  the  earth. — ^"  Shall  I 
run  and  call  the  doctor  ? 

"Dare  not,"  I  called  out,  as  my  blood  actually 
congealed  at  the  idea  of  entering  where  lay  Aigline 
a  lifeless  corse;  but  I  faintly  added,  "call  a 
coach;   I  would  retire  from  this  place/'    He 
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obeyed,  and  again  I  was  quiddy  bone  to  Bf 
miserable  home. 

♦  ♦  ♦  «  * 

To  speak  of  the  next  four  days;,  woe  to  leeooi* 
a  repetition  of  my  sufferings.  On  die  iSrif 
A%line  was  to  be  interred  near  her  hAm,  m  d» 
eemetery  of  Mary-le-bone.  Her  cliaequiei  wsi 
to  be  performed  as  privately  as  pcMBble.  Hff 
beauty,  her  musical  powers,  her  ymj  poaitioa  M 
a  known  inmate  of  my  bonae^  faOoved  by  kr 
death,  known  to  have  resulted  from  tiie  shock  cl 
her  brother's  return,  caused  a 
fashionable  London ;  and  a  hmoidred  : 
were  circulated,  which  added  to  the : 
past  life,  and  something  like 
awakened. 

Aware  of  this,  George  Tennant, 
ment,  when  he  saw  her  dyings  had ; 
passion,  still  retaining  the 
disgrace,  resolved  to  have  her : 
the  earliest  hour  of  the  monung^  aa 
would  have  roused  observatkm;  aad  he] 
forbade  the  attendance  of  Ihe 
servants  of  the  house.    From  Uamdbfm  1 1 
these  particulars,  but  I  resohed  to  go. 

♦  ♦  ♦  «     .      #     . 

Wrapped  in  a  great-coa^  aad  jipa|pt|l^;lii»l 
followed  Aigline  to  her  last  nd.:#h4P%'  iSI/fM 
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anything  have  increased  my  r^et,  it  was  the 
3itter  thought  that^  exactly  on  that  day  month, 
lie  memorable  23rd  of  September,  she  had  ridden 
jrith  me  in  Hyde  Park,  exciting  the  admiration  of 
ill  classes*  It  was  a  cold,  chill  morning ;  a  dense 
bg  hung  over  the  city,  obscuring  the  light  of  thie 
itill  burning  lamps.  Through  the  visible  darkness 
I  could  just  discover  two  mourning-coaches  follow- 
ing the  hearse ;  in  the  former  were  Tennant  McDuff, 
m  the  other.  La  Pranck  and  Mellish.  There  were 
no  others,  but  the  undertaker's  men;  and  as  I 
secretly  followed,  like  a  thief,  my  anger  against 
Fennant  rose,  for  I  considered  that  I  had  the  first 
right  to  pay  this  last  respect.  However,  I  shall 
no  longer  dwell  on  this  scene,  than  merely  to  relate 
an  occurrence,  which,  though  trivial,  by  proving 
the  genuine  kindness  of  La  Franck's  disposition, 
led  to  the  confidence,  which,  happily  for  myself,  I 
afterwards  placed  in  him. 

I  have  remarked  that  my  anger  rose  against 
Tennant,  by  whose  orders  I  was  to  have  been 
prohibited  from  attending  at  the  funeral.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that,  from  that  period,  my 
thoughts  occasionally  wandered,  though  my  con- 
dition did  not  amount  to  an  aberration  of  mind. 
On  the  procession  stopping  at  the  gates  of  the 
cemetery,  the  mourners  alighted  from  the  coaches. 
I  did  not  see  George  Tennant's  countenance;  but 
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Mdlish  were  at  the  head,  La  Frank  and  McDuff 
Ht  the  feet.  ^^  Yes,  Aigline,'*  I  muttered,  ^^it  is  all 
over;  we  were  to  have  danced  through  the  world, 
diaking  our  caps  and  bells ;  but  death  has  stopped 
our  mad  progress/'  A  loud,  convulsive  laugh 
escaped  me.  I  advanced  a  few  steps  forward, 
doubting  whether  I  should  proceed ;  as  I  hesitated, 
tlie  gates  closed  on  the  procession,  and  it  was  hid 
from  my  view ;  the  driver  whipped  up  his  horses, 
and  in  a  few  minutes,  whistling  a  merry  tune, 
drove  the  empty  hearse  past  where  I  stood. 

^^And  this  is  the  world  I  regret  her  leaving  P^ 
I  exclaimed,  as,  with  slow,  unequal  steps,  I  wended 
my  way  back  to  Carlton  Terrace.  Ere  I  reached 
Iiome  my  resolution  was  taken;  from  the  very 
depths  of  despair  I  had  found  consolation — I  would 
dkl 


CHAPTEa 


The  conflict  between  goc 
so  long  agitated  me  was  at 
wavering  in  my  purpose;  hi 
fear  I  had  conquered^ — I  woi 
limit  the  period  of  sufFering 
that  consciousness,,  the  po 
stroyed,  and  an  unholy  call 
being.  Nay,  more ;  in  resc 
life  granted  by  my  Creator 
poses,  I  experienced  a  sen 
exalted  me  above  my  natui 
itself  to  my  outward  bearii 
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t,  who  was  impatient  to  return^  to  Southamp- 
.  He  mentioned  that  Colonel  Mellish  and 
3rge  Tennant  were  to  accompany  them^  and 
n  thence,  after  a  few  days,  proceed  to  Ports- 
iith,  where  the  frigate  of  the  latter  lay  at 
hor;  and  that,  subsequently,  they  purposed 
ing  for  the  Mediterranean,  and  would*  probably 
t  the  Ionian  Isles,  as  Tennant  thought  change 
scene  might  conduce  towards  renovating  Mel- 
,  who  experienced  the  deepest  affliction,  and 
3  had  been  granted  a  long  leave  of  absence  by 
Commander-in-chief. 

received  this  intelligence  with  indifference, 
1  as  far  as  circumstances  admitted,  resumed  my 
al  occupations,  except  music,  which  had  been 

favourite  resource -from  boyhood  until  the 
iod  of  Aigline's  death,  after  which  I  never 
ched  an  instrument.  No,  though  the  bitter 
«rs  which  flowed  over  my  darkened  soul 
rifled  every  other  feeling,  on  that  point  I  was 
oisceptible  as  ever ;  nay,  even  at  this  period, 
3n  time  and  religion  have  modifled  my  sorrow, 
perfumes  of  flowers,  the  notes  of  harmony  so 
dciated  with  the  memory  of  Clara  and  Aigline, 
Lken  the  most  painful  sensations. 
Jewellyn  was  surprised  and  pleased  at  my 
iposure,  and  the  ease  with  which  I  fell  back 
my  former  habits.     Yet  one  difficulty  arose  to 
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heir.  To  present  futnre  litigatioD^  mider 
lie  guidance  of  Mr.  Moneymore,  to  whom  I  merely 
bated  that  I  purposed  going  a  distant  journey,  and 
rho,  concluding  I  meant  to  the  Elast,  expressed 
lO  curiosity,  I  obtained  the  assistance  of  the  first 
iwyers.  As  I  dictated  my  will  I  would  frequently 
bserve,  ^^  If  this  appears  eccentric,  claimants  may 
186  to  dispute  on  the  plea  of  my  being  insane;^ 
ever  suspecting  my  purpose,  they  laughed  at  the 
lea,  assuring  me  they  would  guard  against  future 
ligation. 

Mr.  Moneymore  was  if  possible  more  exact  and 
rosy  than  formerly,  the  fop  having  entirely  meiged 
ito  the  miser.  So  great  was  his  veneration  for 
old,  he  actually  worried  and  tormented  himself 
t  the  largeness  of  my  expenditure,  and  groaned 
I  spirit  as  the  sums  passed  through  his  hands; 
lus  engaged  in  business  during  the  mornings,  I 
xle  afterwards  into  the  parks  or  most  frequented 
laces,  joining  my  acquaintances  with  more  than 
ly  former  familiarity.  In  the  evenings  I  attended 
le  opera  or  theatres,  went  to  balls  and  assemblies, 
qperiencing  an  inward  triumph  at  my  own  tran- 
oillity,  while  for  the  last  time  I  took  my  part  on 
le  great  theatre  of  a  world  firom  which  I  was 
)licitous  to  retire.  It  was  the  commencement  of 
fovember,  and  under  the  influence  of  my  selfish 
imI  somewhat  romantic  character,  I  had  formed 


deadly  act  of  suicide.  St 
forth  the  libation  of  sin  as  i 
beatified  spirit; — ^reviying  t 
memory^  and  so  casting  obi 
child! 

No  sooner  did  I  re-appeai 
overwhelmed  with  attention 
remember  having  received 
have  ahneady  observed  that 
a  sensation:  my  deep  mov 
this  last  compliment^  the  pi 
comitenance,  for  tlie  glooi 
tomb  to  which  I  was  rapidi 
shadow  around  me — awaka 
&vour;  perhaps  I  should  hi 
ing^  a  curiosity  to  sound 
tiioughts ;  and  let  me  be  jus 
ment  did  not  emanate  from 
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torpor.  Then  my  suppressed  grief,  for  I  uttered 
no  words  of  sorrow,  sought  no  condolence,  was 
probably  the  charm  which  awakened  sympathy. 
JJtt  me  hope  there  are  yet  some  who  will  impute 
tihis  censure  to  a  lingering  feeling  of  misanthropy. 
Would  it  were  so !  for  my  mind  shrinks  from 
i|dmitting  the  degeneracy  of  its  own  species.  Of 
ij^e  then  existing  demoralization,  none  can  dispute 
that  it  sprang  from  several  causes : — the  republi- 
canism of  France  involved  the  levelling  of  morals 
and  religion,  as  well  as  the  factitious  advantages  of 
rank  and  regal  power.  True,  the  cosmopolite 
association  was  abolished;  but  the  leaven  of  its 
polluted  doctrines  worked  its  way,  supported  by 
the  writings  of  Thomas  Paine  and. his  imitators, 
while  the  devastations  of  the  Peninsular  war,  ac- 
customing the  mind  to  scenes  of  violence  and 
death,  followed  by  the  influx  of  foreigners  into 
Britain,  and  the  facility  of  visiting  distant  climes, 
wrought  a  change  of  manners  and  opinions  with  a 
rapidity  unparalleled  in  the  records  of  history. 
What  heretofore  had  been  the  slow  work  of  ages, 
was  now  in  a  few  short  years  effected.  The  fabric 
of  prejudices  and  forms — if  they  were  prejudices — 
erected  and  venerated  by  our  forefathers  was  hurled 
to  the  ground,  and  a  new  and  lighter  order  of 
things  arose. 

On  the  Allies  coming  to  England,  and  their  in- 
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troduction  of  the  different  costumesf  h&biUj,  aid 
languages  of  their  respective  countri^,  it  was  uol 
unaptly  said  that  the  ponderous  tower  raised  br 
our  ancestors  as  a  sign  to  future  ^es  of  thfrif 
strength  and  power,  cemented  bf  their  blooJ, 
was  by  the  confusion  of  tongues  destroyed,  netw 
to  be  rebuilt.  Even  genius,  whose  province  it  is 
to  uphold  all  that  is  noble  and  exalted,  and  whid 
should  never  stoop  to  the  fashion  of  the  tiiiM% 
lent  herself  to  the  scattering  of  our  best  mi 
holiest  feelings-  Thus^  the  life  of  open  proffigief 
I  had  led,  far  from  meeting  rebukej  a:wmkenffid 
&n  interest  in  my  favour.  I  shall  hci«  men- 
tion another  instance  of  the  fantastic  ftJly  rf 
society.  ^m 

The  poetry  of  Lord  Byron,  then  ktely  p»^ 
lishedj  had  awakened  the  most  enthusiastic  ai- 
miration  among  those  capable  of  appreeiaiiDg  }m 
genius^  and  the  many  who  were  not,  thottghl  ii 
light  to  appear  equally  charmed:  eotiscqudidjs 
the  generality  of  the  fashionable  young  ladifi  Ip^ 
came  his  most  devoted  admirers ;  and  each  gende 
bosom  secretly  heaved  to  be  the  M^oraj  Gub^df, 
or  Leila  of  some  iron-handed  Corsair^  or  difk- 
browed  Giaour,  characters  rather  difficult  to  be 
found  in  the  London  saloons,  whose  atiDoa|dKit 
is  bttle  calculated  for  the  heroic  or  terrible^ 
it  may  nourish  vices  even  more  destnicClTe. 
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lo  Bocxner  did.  I  iqppear  in  my  sables^  looldiig  as 
KX)r  Aigfine  in  her  playful  mood  would  have  said^ 
ike  the  Knight  of  the  Doleful  Countenence,  or 
[>on  Quixote,  when  he  discovered  that  all  his 
irowess  had  been  wielded  against  a  windmill,  than 
[  became  an  object  of  profound  interest  to  the  fair 
lomancers,  and  as  my  wealth  made  me  a  very 
lesirable  match^  the  elders  of  families  by  no 
neans  interfered;  and,  moreover,  as  the  daughters 
if  the  Isles  are  eminently  beautiful,  it  is  scarcely 
I  figure  of  speech  to  say,  that,  wherever  I  moved, 
ike  Loves  and  Graces  fluttered  around  me,  and 
ny  every  glance  was  met  by  soft  supplicating  blue 
$yes,  or  sparkling  dark  ones,  which  seemed  to  woo 
letum.  But  my  heart  was  indurated,  and  the 
)retty  triflers  might  as  well  have  hoped  to  in- 
spire the  statues  which  adorned  their  fathers' 
lalaces. 

But  while  I  viewed  such  coquetry  with  indiffier- 
snce,  contempt  against  my  own  sex  was  roused  to 
ndignation,  when  I  discovered  that  I  had  become 
k  model  for  a  new  order  of  fashionables.  My  air 
y£  despondency,  the  insouciance  of  my  manner 
resulting  from  despair,  were  imitated  or  rather 
featured;  and  among  my  most  devoted  admirers 
[  classed  Lord  Chancely,  and  his  set.  He  who 
n  youth  had  aped  the  fopperies  and  vices  of  the 
uxuent  Beletriev^  now  in  more  advanced  life 
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nngements  were  finally  settled,  and  strange  to 
say,  my  health,  which  under  powerful  excitement 
bad  so  severely  suffered,  during  this  deadly  calm 
of  my  soul,  was  in  a  great  measure  reinstated. 

On  the  20th  I  proposed  leaving  London  for 
Yorkshire.  In  the  mean  time  the  news  reached 
me  that  Lord  Beletiieve  had  come  in  for  a  large 
fortune  by  the  death  of  his  Norwich  uncle:— 
more  wonderful  still,  that  he  was  going  to  be 
united  to  the  youngest  Miss  Vilmont.  These 
events  formed  the  on  dit  of  London,  exciting  a. 
strong  sensation.  The  parties  had  arrived  in 
town  to  make  splendid  preparations  for  the  nup- 
tialSi 

Lord  Beletrieve  going  to  be  married !  It  was 
passing  strange,: — and  to  Julia  Vilmont!  My 
mind  was  roused  from  its  apathy.  The  world,  its 
conventions  and  trifles,  again  pressed  on  my  soul^ 
and  inflicted  a  strange  pang  of  agony,  as  I  reflected 
that  the  Belial  would  be  revelling  in  wealth,  and 
blest  with  a  yQuthful  and  not  unlovely  bride,  while 
his  beautiful  victim  Aigline  lay  festering  in  the 
early  grave  to  which  his  villany  had  hurried  her. 
And  I  resolved  on  going  that  evening  to  Holland 
House,  where  I  was  an  invited  guest,  and  was 
almost  certain  of  meeting  Lord  Beletrieve.  I 
wished  to  discover  whether  he  felt  any  rqpret  for 
Aigline.     I  resolved  to  soxmd  him  by  speaking  of 

VOL.   III.  L 
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an  excitement,  solely  however  resulting  from  cu- 
riosity: for  me,  a  thousand  painful  recollections 
passed  over  my  heart.  I  could  not  command  my 
emotion,  but  I  strove  hard  to  disguise  it.  I  had 
resolution  to  press  forward  with  the  crowd  who 
advanced  to  meet  him.  I  saw  much  sneering, 
and  heard  tittering.      At  length  the  Duchess  of 

G ,  full  of  mischievous  glee,  came  over,  and 

catching  me  by  the  hand,  exclaimed,  "  This  way, 
this  way.  Sir  Freville ;  why  are  you  so  slow  in 
paying  your  compliments  to  your  master  in  the 
Zoppo  graces,  and  to  whom  you  are  now  going  to 
be  connected  through  your  noble  relative  the  Vil- 
monts  ?^*  This  was  said  rapidly,  and  with  joyous 
laughter,  in  which  several  joined,  and  a  way  was 
cleared  for  us ;  and  then  I  saw  Lord  Beletrieve. 
It  appeared  the  gout  had  flown  to  his  head,  and 
ended  in  a  stroke  of  paralysis.  There  he  stood, 
his  gaunt  bending  form  elaborately  decked  out  in 
the  cavalier  fashion  he  had  early  adopted,  and 
which  had  once  sat  so  gracefully  on  him,  but  was 
now  quite  grotesque.  He  was  so  lame  that  he 
dragged  forward  his  left  leg  with  difficulty;  his 
countenance  was  slightly  distorted,  and  he  was 
half  a  driveller ;  and  of  his  original,  nothing  re- 
mained but  occasional  burstings  forth  of  an  un- 
conquerable personal  vanity,  and  a  mawkish  ad- 
miration of  the  fair  sex.    Then  to  witness  the 
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homage  and  fulsome  attentions  of  die^ 

who  in  their  grasping  after  wealth  had  concpadL 

every  better  feeling;  worse  aganiy  die 

efibrts  of  the  Chanceley  set  to  render  this  i 

of  mortality^  this  thing  of  day  whidi  they 

once  so  exclusively  worshipped, 

ble,  more  absurd.     Oh !  it  was  a  scene  to  1 

human  pride^ — to  make  man  abhor  his  own  bs- 

ture.    A  shudder  passed  over  me.     Gkiod  heefCD! 

I  thought,  how  could  my  reason  ever  hsfe  besn  to 

obtuse  as  to  fix  its  proudest  emoletion  on  bdsg 

such  a  thing  as  that !  and  unconsekmsly  1 1 

out  my  right  arm,  and  pointed  my:  i 

him.     He  concluded  that  1 

and  fixed  his  vacant  eye  on  me,  i 

distorted  features,  and  then  with  sniMthieg  of  the 

air  of  proud  condescension  wUdh 

well  become  him,  obliging  otiMsn  to  \ 

sciousness  of  superiority,  he  w 

lowed  by  the  Vilmonts,  when 

endurance  I  lost  all  self-commendyiml  with  %\itk 

ci  disgust  turned  rudely  away. 

the  movement,  were  observed^  end' 

puted  to  jealousy  of  JuUa  Yihnonl; 

once  discovered.     Ofiended,  if 

from  the  house,  provoked  at  my  < 

per,  resolving  never  again  to  i 

encounter  with  Lord   Beletriew^^ 
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that  in  a  few  short  days  I  shoiild  be  removed 
from  a  world  of  which  my  abhorrence  daily 
increased. 

9|e  afe  afe  9|e 

I  am  aware  that  my  entering  into  a  detail  of 
circmnstances  apparently  so  frivolous  on  the  eve 
of  the  awful  crime  I  meditated^  may  appear  out  of 
place^  but  this,  my  tale,  is  no  wild  fiction  but  a 
stem  reality;  and  I  wish  to  lay  before  those  for 
whose  perusal  I  expressly  write  the  exact  state  of 
my  mind  at  that  period — "nothing  extenuating/* 
if  but  to  do  honour  to  him,  who  by  patience, 
meekness,  and  true  christian  piety,  converted  my 
perishing  soul  from  an  infidelity  the  more  danger- 
ous and  impenetrable  because,  like  the  philosophy 
of  the  Sadducees  of  old,  it  was  founded  on  wilful 
presumption  and  supposed  wisdom.  To  you.  La 
Franck,  now  exalted  by  merit  to  the  highest 
honours  of  the  Church,  of  which  you  are  at  once 
an  example  and  an  ornament,  this  meed  of  praise 
is  superfluous;  yet,  as  an  offering  of  gratitude 
from  one  on  whom  you  have  conferred  a  god-like 
benefit,  it  may  not  be  unacceptable. 
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pletely  stuck  fast.  The  evening  was  rapidly  closing, 
so  I  had  no  choice  but  to  walk  back  to  the  town 
we  had  left,  and  which  lay  at  the  distance  of  several 
miles,  while  Llewellyn  went  in  search  of  assistance 
to  clear  away  the  snow  so  as  to  release  the  horses. 
All  this  was  very  annoying,  more  particularly  as  I 
had  brought  it  on  by  my  own  obstinacy ;  and,  al- 
though I  spared  no  money  to  expedite  my  journey 
over  which  I  had  at  first  loitered,  I  did  not  reach 

F until  very  late  on  the  24th ;  and,  to  render 

the  circumstance  more  provoking,  on  stopping  at 
the  only  hotel  it  contained  I  found  it  so  crowded 
that  at  first  I  was  refused  admittance.  At  length, 
yielding  to  the  influence  of  Llewellyn's  eloquence, 
which  was  strengthened  by  gold,  the  landlady  pro- 
mised to  accommodate  me  with  her  own  apart- 
ment. However,  as  it  required  some  preparation, 
I  had  no  alternative  but  to  enter  the  cofifee-room, 
where  several  guests  were,  I  was  told,  congre- 
gated. 

It  was  a  large  old-fashioned  apartment,  with  a 
huge  fire-place  well  replenished  with  coal  and  logs 
of  wood  that  sent  forth  a  blaze  which  seemed  to 
defy  the  storm  that  pattered  against  the  windows ; 
near  this  stood  several  gentlemen,  in  true  English 
fashion,  only  consulting  their  own  comfort,  while 
others  sat  at  small  tables,  which  stood  around; 
and,  besides,  more  substantial  fare  was  furnished. 
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with  mulled-port  and  brandy-punchy  the  tanm  t 
which  impregnated  the  atmoepheie.  On  die  land 
lady^  with  something  like  an  apolof^  tat  the  n 
troaion^  ushering  me  in — no  donbt,  atniflk  fay  a 
pale  exhausted  look,  some  of  the  pirty  pdia 
made  way  near  the  fire,  pointing  to  i 
into  which  I  sank.  One  of  the  | 
me  some  mulled-port.  Having  dmid^  a  « 
quantity  I  thanked  him,  observing  that  I  had  k 
my  way  and  was  suffering  £nmi  itlie  eold;  di 
leaning  back  I  closed  my  ejres  as  if  in  alBapjAi 
dreaded  being  expected  to  join  in  1 

After  a  time  the  conversation  I  had 
was  resumed,  and  I  found  that  ibe  naaon  of  m 
-a  number  being  collected  at  the  Intd  ifaa  in  flfl 
-sequence  of  a  meeting  of  magtatante^wUdiy  o«i 
to  some  expected  riots,  had  been  faald  in  Ta 
.and  on  tlieir  return  the  gentlemen  of  tiie  ad| 
•bourhood  had  sought  protection 
At  first  nothing  was  spoken  of  ] 
business,  and  each  poured  £c»thfaia 
in  a  most  declamatory  tone, 
talk  about  hunting ;  here  two  < 
who  had  lately  returned  from  Jjoemikmimt'ti 
the  lead,  and  horses,  dogs,  covers  XMe  diHHi 
but  with  an  evident  respect  for  Am^qgrnkm^i 
Leicestershire  sportsmen.  Awfoog  Iki^mtKitm 
mated  on  this  subject  was  old.: 
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ing  as  fresh  as  the  first  day  I  had  met  him  at  our 
mess ;  but  I  had  little  fear  of  his  recognizing  me. 
It  had  so  chanced  that  we  had  never  been  intro- 
duced ;  then  I  was  sadly  altered,  and  on  entering 
had  been  announced  as  Mr.  Vilmont. 

After  a  vast  deal  of  light  talking,  supported  by 
deep  draughts,  and  to  which  I  paid  no  attention,  I 
was  roused  by  hearing  Dick  Collet  roaring  out,  **  By 
the  bye,  boys,  what  sort  of  a  fellow  is  this  Colonel 
Huntall  who  has  taken  the  Terrace  ?  I  know  he  is 
famous  on  the  turf,  but  that  is  not  our  forte ;  tell 
us,  are  we  likely  to  find  him  a  good  hospitable 
fellow,  with  a  well-filled  cellar,  and  a  heart  to  give 
his  wine  freely?  That  is  the  man  for  me,  boys.  I 
would  wager  that  the  Terrace  parks  supply  as  fine 
venison  as  any  in  England;  but  we  must  have 
good  claret  to  wash  it  down — eh,  bojrs  ?*^ 

^'  He  is  a  devilish  good  fellow,  I  can  tell  you,*' 
stammered  out  a  young  man  who  had  been  drink- 
ing from  the  commencement ;  "  though  he  won  a 
cool  five  thousand  from  me  at  the  Derby  last  year; 
but  it  was  honourably  won^  and  I  may  have  my 
revenge  yet;  besides,  he  is  so  spirited,  that  though 
he  has  an  income  of  some  fifteen  thousand  a-year, 
he  is  always  over  head  and  ears  in  debt,  for  he 
spends  as  good  as  forty/' 

"Just  the  man  we  want,"  vociferated  Collet; 
**  a  happy  exchange,  boys,  for  the  proud,  stately, 
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to  the  company^ 'Uhat  all  the  younger  puppies 
should  be  drowned,  to  secure  more  generous 
nourishment  to  the  first-bom  cur/* 

"You  may  laugh/*  said  the  young  man  good 
humouredly,  ^^but  the  joke  is  confoundedly 
against  me,  being  the  eldest  son  of  a  most  prolific 
pair.  My  old  dad  tauntingly  tells  me  that  I  shall 
not  be  better  off  than  my  youngest  brother,  and 
that  will  be  poor  as  needs  be ;  and  then  the  in- 
cumbrance of  the  aforesaid  numerpus  progeny  has 
so  tamed  down  his  spirit,  that  he  is  as  tame  as  a 
mouse.  No  chance  of  his  taking  a  mad  fit  some 
moonlight  night,  and  flinging  some  half  dozen  of 
the  youngsters  into  the  lake,  though  there  is  one 
dark  and  deep  enough  for  the  purpose  a  few  perches 
from  our  thickly  inhabited  family  mansion.** 

This  wise  speech  met  general  approbation,  and 
the  fate  of  the  youth  of  many  brothers  was  com- 
miserated; then  the  first  speaker  cried  out, 
'^Collet,  you  must  purchase  Lady  Cora;  she  is 
for  sale.  You  could  not  find  a  nobler  animal; 
she  is  fleet  as  a  deer,  and  the  best  fencer  in  Eng- 
land ;  high  price  though,  not  a  sous  under  seven 
hundred  guineas.  I  would  have  been  at  her,  only 
no  cash  here,**  and  he  struck  his  pocket;  "but 
you,  old  boy,  have  the  needful  in  abundance — 
nothing  like  it,  Dick.** 

"Ay,  my  gay  youngster,**  he  replied,  with  an 
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affected  sigh,  ^true,  I  have  the  cm 

mettle ;  being  lack  of  that,  I  mmt 

Egbert's  ladies  were  nerer  altopsdiar  te  ny  iHh 

1  leave  them  to  aome  gallant  nan  of  Mbhu*   TU 

jot  tPetprii  at  the  expense  of  tiie 

leoeived  with  laughter,  and  puis  an 

untold,  were  bandied  about. 

I  know  not  how  to  describe  my  i 
listened  to  this  coarse  and 
amounted  to  consternation. 
it  possible  that  events  whidi  oomf 
woes  to  which  even  man's  fidlen . 
had  become  the  subject  of  me 
Could  not  even  the  helple 
diildhood  awaken  sympathy?    And 
passed  over  my  spirit  as  I 
which  my  awful  death  would  fpm 
first  time  I  hesitated.    Would  it 
perform  the  deed  in  some 
my  body  might  not  be  discovesad? 
tarly  mocked  my  own  weakness  at 
such  men.    However,  a  fresh 
ghren  to  my  feelings,  and  I  felt  aa  if^ 
even  for  one  night  longer, 
arose,  advanced  to  the  windoWj 
the  curtain,  looked  out.    The  windl 
there  was  no  moon,  and  all 
aigh  escaped  me — soma  of  Af 
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forward,  and  looking  over  my  shoulder,  one  of 
them  exclaimed,  ^^  It  really  is  provoking ;  no 
chance  of  a  hunt  on  Saint  Stephen's  day,  except 
we  are  satisfied  with  wren-hunting.  No  help  for 
misfortunes ;  we  must  bear  up  like  men  ;^'  and 
then  the  most  drunken  began  to  sing,  ^^  The 
Wren,  the  Wren,  the  King  of  all  birds,'^  &c.,  &c 
This  scene  strongly  reminded  me  of  my  father; 
and  in  connexion  with  everything  else  I  had 
heard,  increased  my  morbid  disgust  with  all 
around — and  I  rushed  from  the  apartment.  As  I 
stood  in  the  hall  waiting  till  a  bell  I  had  rung 
witii  violence  was  answered,  I  heard  old  Collet 
exclaim,  ^^  Hem,  trust  me  if  that  isn't  the  saddest* 
looking  rascal  I  ever  beheld.  Poor  devil!  he 
seems  in  the  last  stage  of  consumption.^'  ^^  Meagre 
food  for  the  worms  these  Christmas  times,'^  an- 
swered another.  I  could  stand  such  jesting  no 
longer,  and  was  forcing  open  the  hall-door  to 
escape  from  the  house,  when  Llewellyn  laid  his 
hand  on  my  shoulder,  and  in  respectful  accents 
said,  "  Sir  Freville,  let  me  persuade  you  to  retire 
to  your  apartment,  which  is  now  in  readiness ;  the 
gentlemen  within  are  for  a  carouse,  and  unpleasant 
words  may  ensue.'^  I  was  so  subdued,  so  hum- 
bled by  an  inward  consciousness  that  my  sorrows 
and  death,  in  place  of  awakening  sympathy,  would 
only  be  a  subject  for  renewed  laughter,  that  I 
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hostess — was  on  the  ground  floor,  and  its  only 
window,  which   was   low,  fronted  the  principal 

street  of  F .     I  should  think  it  might  have 

been  about  half-past  nine  when  I  was  roused  from 
my  slumber  by  hearing  a  multitude  of  voices 
screaming  out  ^^  A  merry  Christmas  to  you,  and  a 
happy  new  year/'  I  started  up  with  a  peevish 
exclamation:  on  the  instant  Llewellyn  entered 
grinning;  his  rosy  Welsh  cheeks  were  actually 
creaming  and  dimpling  with  glee,  as  in  his  most 
vernacular  tongue  he  called  out,  **  A  great  many 
happy  new  years  to  you,  Sir  Freville;  spite  of  the 
snow-shower  it  is  a  glorious  morning ;  I  love  a 
bright  Christmas;  it  makes  the  children  so  happy; 
and  then  it  reminds  me  of  old  friends,  and  old 
times;  oh»  Sir  Freville,  forgive  the  freedom  on 
this  blessed  day ;  but  do  you  remember  when  I 
was  wont  to  help  you  to  make  the  little  snow-balls 
to  throw  at  Miss  Clara's  window  at  the  old  par- 
sonage of  Cader  Idris,  and  how  she  used  to  pelt 
you  back  with  figs  and  sugar  plums ;  and  Mrs. 
Waller  scolding  her  for  wasting  them,  and  I 
snatching  them  up  ?  Well,  it  is  all  as  fresh  in  my 
memory  as  if  it  only  happened  yesterday/'  While 
he  chattered  in  this  manner  he  had  reached  the 
couch  on  which  I  was  sitting,  and  no  doubt  look- 
ing very  wretched,  for  no  sooner  did  he  see  me, 
than  he  cried  out,  "  Oh !  Lord,  Sir  Freville,  you 
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gossip^  caught  up  hand-balls  of  snow.  Nor  was 
this  all.  The  hotel,  even  at  that  early  hour^  was 
impregnated  with  the  odour  of  the  good  livings 
which  was  to  commemorate  the  festival ;  and  then 
the  press  and  hurry  among  the  servants  as  to  who 
was  to  go*  to  church,  who  stay  at  home,  and  the 
loud  dissonant  voice  of  the  landlady,  as  she  com- 
manded peace.  Oh  !  how  strange,  how  insignifi- 
cant, all  this  appeared  to  me  on  the  eve  of  an 
eternity,  beyond  which  I  did  not  dare  to  look. 
Yet  even  then  my  benighted  understanding  ad- 
mitted how  much  more  happiness  fell  to'the  lot 
of  those  occupied  and  satisfied  by  such  employ- 
ments, than  to  the  visionary  who,  in  fancied  ex- 
altation of  mind,  despises  the  simple  avocations 
and  duties  of  life. 

Llewellyn  entered,  to  know  whether  I  was 
going  to  church.  I  answered  in  the  n^ative, 
telling  him  that  he  might,  if  he  desired  to  do  so. 
As  he  was  retiring,  methought  he  looked  anxi- 
ously in  my  face,  and  I  stood  at  the  window  till  I 
saw  him  quit  the  house.  I  then  loaded  one  of  my 
pistols.  It  was  double-barrelled.  I  knew  my 
hand  was  steady  to  its  purpose,  and  that  the  first 
bullet  would  secure  instant  annihilation;  and 
again,  my  heart  swelled  with  the  impotent,  fiend- 
like triumph  of  conquering  my  nature.  I  now 
laid  aside  my  watch  and  a  well-filled  purse,  writ- 
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half  an  hour  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  several 
hurry  by,  while  the  renewed  noise  and  confusion 
which  resounded  through  the  hotel  bore  evidence 
that  its  bustling  mistress  bad  come  back  to  super- 
intend her  culinary  preparations. 

Apprehensive  of  Llewellyn's  return,  I  deter- 
mined to  quit  the  hotel  and  walk  about  till  oppor- 
tunity oflfered;  so,  protecting  myself  from  the 
cold,  and  placing  my  pistol  in  my  bosom,  I  sallied 
forth,  directing  my  steps  towards  St.  Mary's.  Tt 
was  an  old  church,  with  a  tall  tapering  spire. 
There  was  nothing  remarkable  or  imposing  in 
either.  It  stood  nearly  in  the  centre  of  a  large 
burial-ground.  The  street  in  which  the  hotel  was 
situated  extended  to  its  very  gates.  On  th^other 
side  lay  a  piece  of  ground  called  the  Green,  though 
it  little  deserved  its  verdant  title.  This  formerly 
had  been  a  commonage,  and  had  been  intersected 
with  walks  and  bowers,  of  which  nothing  now 
remained  but  a  couple  of  immense  h'orse-chesnut- 
trees,  witfi  rustic  benches  beneath.  I  paused  for 
a  moment  at  the  gates  of  the  cemetery,  and  saw  it 
was  still  crowded  with  carriages.  I  then,  for  the 
first  time,  recollected  that,  on  such  a  festival,  the 
pious  would  remain  to  communicate.  Sneering 
at  their  folly,  and  cursing  the  delay,  I  thought, 
would  it  not  be  as  well  to  return  for  another  hour  ? 
Then  I  apprehended  meeting  Llewellyn.    While 
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He  was  dressed  in  thin  nankeen  trowsers^  and  a 
blue  velvet  jacket,  once  richly  embroidered  with 
gold,  but  now  mberably  tarnished,  and  it  was  so- 
small  that  it  left  his  chest  exposed  to  the  pelting 
storm.  He  had  on  a  shabby  felt  hat,  too  large ; 
and  a  pair  of  slip-shod  shoes,  which  left  him  no 
power  to  run ;  and  chilled  and  trembling  from  the 
piercing  cold,  he  moved  slowly  onward,  followed 
by  an  old  lame  Newfoundland  dog ;  and  ever  and 
anon,  as  the  snow  swept  over  his  face,  he  stopped 
to  wipe  it  off,  and  then  the  old  dog  would  rest  his 
paws  on  his  shoulders  and  lick  him ;  after  which 
they  would  again  set  forward,  and  so  on. 

Tliere  was  a  patient  endurance  in  the  bearing 
of  this  desolate  boy  that  awakened  sympathy. 
Probably  his  tarnished  finery  was  the  offering 
of  charity;  but,  however  obtained,  it  offered  no 
protection  from  the  weather.  Could  it  be  that,  so 
early  in  life,  he  had  experienced  vicissitudes? 
One  belief  pressed  on  my  heart :  he  must  be  an 
orphan  ;  none  other  could  be  so  cruelly  neglected. 
And  his  spirit  was  already  broken,  for  around  him 
he  saw  his  fellow  children  at  play,  yet  he  sought 
not  to  join  them;  and  he  witnessed  tender  modiers 
and  fond  fathers  sheltering  them,  yet  he  looked 
for  no  kindness,  except  in  his  dumb  companion^ 
and  as  it  licked  his  hand,  he  would  throw  his  little 
arm  round  its  shaggy  back,  as  if  fearing  that  it  too 
might  desert  him. 


myp 
myp 
give  i 

intere 

of   im 

after  1 

heir,  n 

and  hs 

delight 

face,  as 

broke  i 

which  1 

wagged 

niorsel,. 

the  coro 

in  the  m 

the  cakcj 


THE    DEERUURSTS. 


239 


^^  I  know  it  is  a  weakness,"  I  said,  in  apology 
to  myself  for  an  interest  I  could  not  conquer, 
*^  but  I  must,  and  will,  do  something  for  that  poor 
orphan."  I  rose  with  the  intention  of  approach- 
ing and  making  some  inquiries,  when,  cracking  his 
whip  and  jokes,  up  cantered  old  Dick  Collet,  to 
find  shelter  from  a  sudden  gust  of  wind,  which 
came  winged  with  snow.  He  was  one  of  your 
popular  men,  and  had  a  word  for  every  one,  so 
there  was  jostling  and  pushing  to  make  way  for 
him  and  his  horse;  dreading  his  observation,  to 
elude  it,  I  again  sat  down,  and  for  the  next  half 
hour,  or  more,  was  obliged  to  listen  to  his  compli- 
ments and  witticisms ;  and  another  elapsed,  ere  he 
and  his  companions  retired  from  the  shelter.  At 
length  all  were  gone — I  was  alone. 
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I  entered  the  cemetery.  There  was  a  wide  walk 
which  went  all  rounds  and  this  was  planted  on 
either  side  with  old  elms  and  mountain-ash  ;  the 
former,  very  tall,  stately  trees,  were  pruned  up  to 
their  tops,  and,  being  covered  with  snow,  as  I 
advanced — and  I  must  admit  my  steps  were  no 
longer  steady — it  appeared  as  if  the  shrouded  inha- 
bitants of  the  tomb  had  risen,  to  welcome  me  to 
their  drear  abode;  and  I  tried  to  smile  at  the 
idea,  and  I  felt  for  my  pistol,  and  plucked  up  my 
courage,  which,  spite  of  the  "thick-coming  fancies" 
which  flitted  across  my  imagination,  had  never 
deviated  from  its  stern  purpose. 

There  was  some  superstition,  of  whose  origin  I 

am  ignorant,  which  taught  the  people  of  F 

to  dislike  having  their  friends  buried  near  the  east 
wandow  of  the  church,  and  there  Clara's  "un- 
lettered grave"  was  placed ;  to  reach  it,  I  had  to 
quit  the  walk,  and  step  over  many  a  lonely  tomb. 
From  its  position  and  solitariness,  there  was  no 
mistaking  it,  yet  I  am  positive,  had  Clara^s  grave 
been  among  thousands,  my  throbbing  heart  would 
have  recognised  it.  As  I  advanced,  I  rejoiced 
that  I  was  so  near  death,  and  indulged  the  frantic, 
horrible  wish,  that  my  heart's  blood  might  pene- 
trate the  earth,  so  as  to  descend  upon  her  coffin. 
It  is  needless  to  say,  to  what  a  pitch  my  imagina- 
tion was  raised,  when  it  begot  and  entertained 
such  a  wild  and  hideous  fancy. 

VOL.   III.  M 
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patted  its  shaggy  head,  and  followed  to  the  grave^ 
guessing  the  cause  of  its  anxiety,  when  stretched 
on  it,  apparently  lifeless  and  nearly  covered  with 
snow,  I  beheld  the  deserted  child  who  had  awakened 
my  sympathy  on  the  Green,  but  whom  in  a  few 
minutes  after  I  had  totally  forgotten.  One  of  the 
little  arms  was  stretched  out ;  he  appeared  quite 
dead,  and  the  dog  licking  the  hands  every  now 
then  renewed  its  doleful  cries.  I  raised  the  boy, 
shook  away  the  snow,  and  then  pulled  oflF  the  hat 
which  had  fallen  over  its  face;  this  must  soon 
have  suflFocated  him;  as  it  was  it  had  kept  his 
face  dry  and  warm,  so  when  I  uncovered  it, 
though  the  eyes  were  closed  and  the  features  rigid, 
I  at  once  recognized  Herbert  Eastville,  Clara's 
best  beloved  child,  my  own  endearing  little 
companion  during  my  sojourn  at  the  Terrace. 
There  was  no  mistaking  the  peculiar  and  Roman 
cast  of  features,  the  well-marked  eyebrow,  the 
raven  hair,  and  the  strong  likeness  to  my  departed 
mother.  No,  there  was  no  mistaking.  My  mind 
became  quite  bewildered.  Had  the  waters  given 
up  their  prey  ?  had  I  been  deceived  by  a  fearful  tale  ? 
did  my  reason  wander?  I  knew  not  what  to  think. 
I  caught  the  boy  in  my  arms ;  I  pressed  him  to 
my  warm  and  quickly  throbbing  bosom ;  I  strove 
to  infuse  my  breath  into  his  cold  lips,  but  no 
symptom  of  life  rewarded  my  cares.    "He  is  dead^ 
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^^  If  you  dismissed  me  for  it/'  he  answered^  **  I 
am  glad  that  I  saved  both  your  body  and  soul ; 
but  oh !  I  wish  you  had  not  killed  the  poor  dog." 

I  looked  and  saw  the  Newfoimdland  expiring : 
the  bullet  had  passed  through  his  chest.  In  the 
last  agony  he  was  trying  to  lick  Herbert's  hand. 
I  felt  shocked  at  the  poor  brute's  fate^  and  called 
out,  *^  Llewellyn,  save  it,  and  you  shall  be  largely 
rewarded." 

He  answered  significantly,  *^Sir  Freville,  the 
art  of  man  could  not  do  so;  oh  I  it  is  very  easy  to 
take  away  life,  but  no  human  power  can  restore 
it."  With  these  words  he  snatched  up  the  pistol, 
and  ere  I  suspected  his  intention,  fired  ofi"  the 
other  bullet  into  the  air.  I  was  so  indignant,  t]iat 
I  made  a  blow  at  him,  exclaiming  with  vehe- 
mence, ^^To  the  inn  this  instant,  and  this  day, 
nay,  this  hour,  quit  my  service." 

^^  As  you  please.  Sir,"  he  coldly  answered* 

I  felt  abashed  at  his  manner.  I  had  lost  my 
moral  influence  over  a  menial:  he  had  detected  me 
in  the  act  of  self-destruction,  and  it  gave  him  a 
certain  superiority  and  command  over  me;  be- 
sides this,  I  was  incensed  and  mortified  that  I  had 
been  thwarted  in  my  purpose.  But  for  his  inter- 
ference, the  awful  deed  had  been  perpetrated  ere 
this ;  and  now  I  had  again  to  contemplate  it,  for 
my  resolution  by  no  means  varied.    At  this  m- 
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xT.vn:  Lu'wii.Vn,  wlin,  l(»th  to  leave  :r:-.  •=-- 
I'lToT-.p;.  ■  v-nr,  in  a  time  of  terror  said.  "  Oh  ^t 
privili;.  i'iow  could  vou  opcii  thc  grave  l:.g  Ti^e 
;jp  r/.2>  pocir  cliild  r  As  I  live,  it  is  Master  Hi:- 
hc^r.  .  Mrs.  AValler  often  showed  hini  to  rrc  a: 
r.he  Terrace,  and  the  ^e^vallts  juked  at  his  beinjso 
like  Y  ^rs:'.f:  natural  eiioui^h,  as  I  always  said. 
for  y  _  -^7-r  :  usins:  well  it  is  wonderfal.  r.-v 
frc^'..  V -.  ;.i-er  beii.j:    so    lonir  buried:  i?.u 

what  an  •  ilJ.  i.T'.-^  fur  a  corpse.     For  the  \di  .: 
me,  I  cannnt  uiKurstand  it  I"' 

-  Fool  1*'  1  replied,  -  that  child  was  waikir;:->n 
the  Cireen  about  an  h«iur  ago.  or  less:  eo- 1 '^sy- 
you  have  no  busines.N  iKTe." 

Nut  attendiuL:  to  my  dismissal  of  him.  r.e 
caught  up  the  child,  saying.  ''  Less  than  an  hour 
ai;o'.  then  pcrhups  lie  is  not  dead,  only  riiiid:  let 
i>  try.  Sir."  Ai.d  he  t*»re  off  the  stiffened  dre^s. 
an-l  hei:an  riii>'.)i:iir  hiruwitli  snow-balls,  callinu' ot'. 
me  to  a^'sist. 

I  rcudiiy  <»i)eyed.  exclaiming,"  Restore  hiai.and 
I  wili  for::ive  yuu  all:  nay  more,  I  will  be  your 
friend." 

He  aI.^^VL'red.  hut  1  was  too  much  agitated  to 
hear  Lis  \v(irc>.  Soi>n.  and  I  saw  the  blood  begin 
to  circuiaTe  under  the  child's  skin,  and  there  was 
a  sliiriit  movement  in  iiis  limbs  and  chest:  my 
freiinsi^hiuspense  amounted  to  agony.    Liewei- 
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lyn  now  with  his  broad  grin  drew  forth  a  flask  of 
brandy^  making  some  remarks  on  the  advantages 
of  being  so  well  prepared.  Diluting  it  with  the 
snow-water,  he  poured  a  few  drops  down  the 
child's  throat.  It  caused  a  slight  convulsion 
which  passed  off,  and  after  some  deep  heavy  sighs, 
respiration  became  more  easy,  and  Herbert  opened 
his  large  dark  eyes,  and,  in  low,  weak  accents, 
cried  out,  "  Bluff,  Bluff,'* — it  was  the  dog's  name. 

Llewellyn  fell  on  his  knees,  and  poured  forth  a 
prayer,  concluding  it  by  remarking,  "Oh,  Sir 
Freville,  you  came  here  to  take  away  life,  but  by 
the  mercy  of  God  you  have  not  only  been  saved 
from  the  sin,  but  you  have  restored  this  poor  child. 
This  ought,  to  make  a  good  Christian  of  you  for 
the  rest  of  your  life.  K  Mr.  La  Franck  was  here 
what  a  fine  sermon  he  \vOuld  preach  about  li.'* 

Even  while  he  was  talking  he  drew  off  his  waist- 
coat to  wrap  round  Herbert,  and  then,  as  he  still 
appeared  lethargic,  said,  "  Hold  one  of  his  hands, 
Sir,  and  I  will  take  the  other,  and  make  him  run 
round  and  round  this  melancholy  place.'' 

I  mechanically  did  what  was  suggested,  and 
soon  witnessed  the  good  effects  of  the  exercise, 
for  it  fully  restored  circulation ;  and  though  evi- 
dently weak,  the  boy  was  quite  warm  and  lively. 
I  now  addressed  him  tenderly,  asking  his  name. 

"  It  is  Herbert,"  he  said. 
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'^  Yes,  I  am  so  glad ;  but  you  will  let  poor  Bluff 
come  too/' 

"  Would  it  were  in  my  power/'  I  muttered ; 
then  turning  to  Llewellyn,  I  remarked,  **By 
whatever  means  this  child's  life  was  saved,  it  is 
certain  that  none  but  the  wretch  Nelly  Dudgeon 
is  acquainted  with  his  existence.  It  is  very  mys- 
terious; but  what  is  more  so  is,  that  the  child 
should  be  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Ter- 
race. Say,  until  we  penetrate  the  cause,  can  I 
depend  on  your  assistance  and  secrecy  ?  Name 
your  reward." 

^^  As  to  that.  Sir  Freville,"  he  replied,  "  I  shall 
receive  none.  Every  one  knows  the  boy  is  your 
own,  so  in  spite  of  all  the  laws  that  ever  was 
made,  you  have  the  best  right  to  him." 

I  was  dishonourable  enough,  even  at  the  grave 
of  the  injured  Clara,  not  to  deny  the  charge,  but 
equivocally  said,  "  My  present  object  would  be  to 
secrete  him,  so  that  no  one  in  the  event  of  his 
being  missed,  could  trace  him  to  me." 

He  paused  for  a  moment,  then  rubbing  his 
hands,  cried  out,  **  I  have  it  all  settled;  let  you. 
Sir  Freville,  walk  back  to  the  hotel,  go  into  the 
public  room,  and  appear  cheerful;  they  were  insi- 
nuating lest  night,  that  you  were  beside  yourself; 
and  if  a  person  has  a  secret,  the  less  remarkable 
he  appears  the  better:  well  then,  I  will  slip  this 
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Herbert,  poor  Bluff  is  gone  to  heaven  to  mama 
and  Mrs.  Waller/^ 

"  Then  I  will  go  too/^  he  answered ;  and  he  lay 
quietly  down  near  the  dog*  **What  is  to  be  done  ?** 
I  said  anxiously. 

^'  Sir  Freville,  you  don't  understand  children/' 
replied  Llewellyn  with  a  cons^uential  air;  then 
turning  to  the  child,  with  affected  anger  he  cried, 
**  As  you  are  so  obstinate,  I  shall  go  for  Nelly 
Dudgeon/*  Herbert  stood  up  in  terror.  ^*  Come 
to  me,'*  I  exclaimed,  reaching  out  my  arms,  "  and 
she  shall  not  touch  you.'*  He  actually  bounded 
up,  clinging  to  my  neck,  and  I  hurried  with  him 
to  the  gates  of  the  cemetery;  there  I  committed 
him  to  Llewellyn,  and  in  pursuance  of  our  plan 
hastened  to  the  hotel,  joined  the  party  in  the 
general  apartment,  chatted  cheerfully  for  some 
time,  then  ordering  dinner  to  be  served  in  my 
own  chamber,  retired,  and  felt  a  glow  of  pleasure, 
such  as  I  had  not  experienced  for  a  long  time,  at 
finding  Herbert  sitting  by  my  fire.  He  was 
wrapped  in  a  silk  dressing  gown  of  mine,  and 
seemed  quite  delighted  with  his  new  position. 
He  was  a  lovely  boy,  with  long  black  ringlets 
falling  down  his  shoulders;  but  must  have  been 
harshly  treated;  for  he  was  as  timid  as  a  hare, 
and  so  docile,  that  he  never,  except  in  the  instance 
of  Bluff,  disputed  a  command. 


niaue.  Jiiui  uicro  uocu  «u; 
would  not  have  fallen  on  me 
lyn  continue  to  conceal  \ 
vation. 

It  appeared  that  on  the 
dismissed  Mrs.  Waller^  the  y 
fully  convinced  of  his  insanil 
destroying  Herbert,  and  bei 
every  measure  to  protect  tl 
had  excited  so  little  interest 
whom  she  had  applied,  and 
concluded  must  be  influent 
by  some  selfish  views, — ^fbr 
tion  of  gaining  over  Nell] 
attendant.  She  was  aware  tl 
depraved  woman ;  but  on  tli 
built  her  hopes,  as  it  woul 
bribery ;  and  she  could  gain  i 
death  or  the  friendship  of  a  i 
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was  to  be  doubled  when  means  were  taken  to 
remove  the  boy  from  the  apprehended  danger. 
According  to  this  arrangement,  on  the  evening  of 
the  day  that  she  quitted  the  Terrace,  ostensibly  to 
depart  by  the  York  mail, — for  she  knew  the  cun- 
ning attending  Sir  Egbert's  state  of  mind  would 
render  him  watchful, — Mrs.  Waller  secretly  re- 
turned to  the  Terrace,  and  Herbert  slept  securely 
in  her  arms. 

Weeks  rolled  on,  and  Sir  Egbert  never  ap- 
peared; so  that  a  less  intelligent  or  attached  nurse 
would  have  been  off  her  guard.  But  Mrs.  Waller 
had  engaged  two  men  to  watch  his  movements, 
and  they  reported  his  nightly  wanderings  and 
occasional  cries ;  so  while  she  mourned  his  ter- 
rible fate,  she  never  neglected  her  innocent  charge. 
With  Dr.  Jerold's  direction  she  was  unacquainted, 
and  she  knew  Mr.  Aylsbury  and  Mr.  Coal- 
ston  were  on  the  Continent.  Consequently  she 
had  no  sincerely  attached  friend  on  whom  to 
depend;  and  this  doubly  attached  her  to  the 
devoted  boy. 

On  the  night  of  the  storm,  by  Nelly  Dudgeon's 
advice,  she  removed  with  Herbert  to  the  apart- 
ment I  had  occupied.  Bluff,  of  whom  Lady 
Eastville  had  been  very  fond,  and  who  was  the 
constant  attendant  of  the  boy,  permitting  him  to 
mount  his  back  and  pull  him  about,  lay  at  the 
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foot  of  the  bed.  lliey  all  slept,  when  Mn. 
Waller  was  awakened  by  the  bursting  open  of  the 
glass  door  or  window,  and  the  next  moment  Sir 
Egbert  stood  before  her.  Tlie  shock  was  so  great, 
her  senses  failed.  When  memory  retumedL  she 
saw  Sir  Egbert  glaring  like  a  tiger,  and  making  a 
grasp  at  Herbert,  whom  she  vainly  strove  to  pro- 
tect from  his  fury.  Her  terror  was  dreadful  :— 
she  called  loudly  for  assistance,  but  her  voice  was 
lost  in  the  roaring  of  the  storm.  She  saw  the 
maniac  in  the  act  of  clasping  the  child's  throat; 
she  struggled,  but  her  efforts  were  fiiint.  Just 
then,  with  a  deep  growl,  Bluff  made  a  spring,  and 
fastened  his  teeth  in  Sir  Egbert's  arm.  Frantic 
with  pain,  he  let  Herbert  fall;  Mrs.  Waller 
caught  him  in  her  arms,  but  uiifortmiately,  every 
passage  had  been  carefully  barred,  so  there  was 
no  egress  but  through  the  shattered  window.  As 
she  darted  towards  it.  Sir  Egbert  twisted  his  hand 
in  the  child^s  hair — desperation  gave  her  strength 
— she  tore  him  away,  leaving  behind  the  dark 
ringlets  streaming  with  blood ;  then  quickly  rushed 
from  the  chamber,  bounded  past  the  Terrace  walk, 
and  with  a  speed  winged  with  terror,  flew  down 
the  lawn  towards  the  lake.  In  the  meantime.  Sir 
Egbert  endeavoured  to  dash  off  the  dog,  whidi 
sagaciously  strove  to  prevent  his  following;  at 
length  the  faithful  animal  received  a  blow,  whidi, 
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by  breaking  one  of  its  hinder  legs,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure rendered  it  powerless. 

At  some  distance  from  the  house,  about  the 
centre  of  the  lawn,  which  was  undulating,  lay  a 
hollow,  shadowed  by  an  ancient  thorn,  and  covered 
with  brushwood.  "Could  I  reach  it,^^  thought 
Mrs.  Waller,  "and  place  the  child  there, and  then 
run  forward.  Sir  Egbert  would  continue  his  pur- 
suit, and  for  myself  I  care  not.^^  So  in  the  hope, 
she  hastened  forward,  till  she  came  near  the  hol- 
low, when  fondly  kissing  Herbert,  who  clung 
trembling  like  a  dove  to  her  bosom,  she  laid  him 
within  its  shelter ;  but  with  screams  he  ran  after 
her.  There  was  no  reasoning  with  such  an  infant. 
Again  she  stooped  to  raise  him,  and  heard  the 
maniac  at  her  feet,  his  frantic  yells  intermingling 
with  the  howls  of  Bluff,  as  dragging  his  broken 
leg,  the  dog  strove  to  follow.  Onward  she  fled, 
loudly  calling  upon  God  for  assistance.  She  saw 
the  waters  of  the  lake  glitter ;  she  fondly  imagined 
that,  could  she  reach  it,  and  stand  within  its 
verge,  perhaps  Sir  Herbert  might"  hesitate  to 
enter ;  but,  alas !  her  strength  was  failing ;  her 
wearied  limbs — her  panting  breath,  could  carry 
her  no  further ;  no — though  five  steps  more  had 
secured  safety,  she  could  not  move.  Again  she 
called  upon  God ;  and,  scarcely  able  to  keep  from 
falling,  stood  before  the  maniac,  whose  shouts  of 
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their  safest  plan  would   be  to  cross   over  the 
lake. 

With  tears  of  gratitude  Mrs.  Waller  largely 
rewarded  the  men,  and  pathetically  described  the 
danger  of  the  child  and  her  own  sufferings,  bitterly 
execrating  the  heartlessness  of  those  gentlemen 
who  had  derided  her  fears ;  and  as  she  knew  that 
Sir  Egbert  would  not  easily  be  won  from  a  fell 
purpose,  upon  the  completion  of  which  his  dis- 
tracted mind  was  bent — this  tenacity  of  resolve 
being  so  frequently  attendant  on  madness — she 
cast  Herbert's  cap  and  part  of  his  torn  dress  on 
the  waters,  hoping  they  might  lead  to  the  supposi- 
tion of  his  having  perished,  and  found  no  difficulty 
in  obtaining  the  men's  promise  of  preserving  an 
inviolable  secresy.  They  assured  her  with  sin- 
cerity, that  after  the  scene  they  had  witnessed, 
they  should  consider  an  exposure  of  the  innocent 
child  to  the  maniac's  revenge,  as  a  murder  com- 
mitted by  themselves.  Next  day,  accompanied 
by  Herbert  and  Bluff,  she  proceeded  to  Leeds, 
where  she  had  a  sister:  there  she  took  up  her 
abode,  passing  off  Herbert  as  her  son,  and  no  sus- 
picion of  the  truth  existed  in  the  minds  of  the 
humble  class  with  whom  she  resided.  Unfortu- 
nately, her  dread  of  affording  any  clue  to  the  boy^s 
escape  was  such,  that  she  made  no  inquiries  as  to 
what  was  going  forAvard  at  the  Terrace,  and  thus 
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every  artfu]  means  she  insinuated  herself  into  her 
confidence,  until  she  at  length  persuaded  her  to 
remove  to  a  cottage  she  possessed  within  less 
than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  F— ;  observing  that 
the  belief  of  Herbert's  death  was  so  general,  and 
so  few  beyond  the  establishment  at  the  Terrace 
had  ever  seen  him,  that  no  suspicion  would  be 
entertained;  independent  of  which,  during  the 
last  nine  months  he  had  grown  rapidly,  and  she 
advised  that  his  existence  should  be  kept  secret 
until  an  opportunity  offered  of  placing  him  under 
Mr.  Aylsbury  and  Doctor  Jerold's  care,  who 
possessed  both  power  and  wisdom  to  protect  him ; 
and  as  the  latter  had  known  him  from  infancy, 
and  his  features  were  remarkable  in  their  perfec- 
tion, there  could  be  no  doubt  of  his  being  at  once 
identified.  To  Mrs.  Waller's  benighted  mind  this 
advice  appeared  reasonable,  and  she  consented  to 
adopt  it;  but  ere  quitting  Leeds,  she  wrote  all  the 
particulars  to  Mr.  Aylsbury  and  Doctor  Jerold, 
intreating  that  they  would  lose  no  time  in  claiming 
Herbert,  as  her  own  health  was  rapidly  fading.  But 
to  forward  those  letters  did  not  suit  Nelly ;  and 
being  void  of  all  honour  or  principle,  she  inter- 
cepted them.  On  removing  to  the  cottage,  so 
solicitous  was  she  to  retain  her  influence  over  Mrs. 
Waller,  that  she  acted  towards  her  as  a  servant ; 
but  no  motive,  moral  or  otherwise,  was  sufficient  to 


260  THE    DEERHUBST8. 

induce  her  to  refrain  from  inebriety.  AtduttiBe 
Herbert  received  every  care ;  for^  however  altncd  ia 
other  respects^  Mrs.  Waller's 
him,  if  possible,  increased ;  and  during  the  i 
nal  evenings,  she  would  lead  him  hiwanla  Cbn^t 
solitary  grave,  giving  him  flowen  to  aoitter  over 
it,  and  speaking  of  her  tenderness  and  the  heMOi 
to  which  she  had  been  translated;  andkneefiagos 
the  grave,  she  made  him  repeat  his  efening 
prayer.  Thus  his  in&nt  thoiq^its  faecsiiie  wtmh 
ciated  with  his  mother's  love  and  tenderness  sad 
afterwards,  whenever  Nelly  treated  lum  wiA 
cruelty,  he  would  steal  to  the  oemeterfj  fiBlIoscd 
by  his  faithful  dog. 

During    the  commencement  of   tlie    Oelbber 
previous  to  my  finding  Herbert^  Mrs.  WaiBfli's 

mster  arrived  in  F ,  and  shodced  st  kr 

rapid  decline,  disgusted  with  Ndly^ 
and  devoutly  believing  the  ddld — dbont 
some  mystery  himg — ^was  Ndly's 
spring,  she  insisted  on  Mrs.  Waller^  1 
conscious  of  passing  events^ 
back  to  Leeds,  prcnmsingy  afbsr  a  issr  dsjSy  to 
return  for  Herbert;  but  weakened  fT%mk  the  joof- 
ney,  and  r^ret  at  being  separated  froni  tlie  chiU^ 
Mrs.  Waller  expired  the  foUowiiig  week.  Ka 
sooner  did  Nelly  learn  thi^,  tliaii  packing  up  aU 
the  property  she  had  left   at  the    cottage,  Ae 
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absconded  to  a  miserable  lodging  oh   the  other 

side  of  F .     What  were  her  exact  plans 

relative  to  Herbert  none  can  now  tell :  probably 
she  meant  to  send  Doctor  Jerold  word  of  his 
being  alive,  and  refuse  to  deliver  him  up  without 
a  large  sum :  but  this  is  merely  conjecture. 

The  people  with  whom  Nelly  now  lodged,  were 
of  the  lowest  description,  and,  like  herself,  devoted 
to  drunkenness ;  thus  she  no  longer  restricted  her 
habits  to  the  evenings.  When  sober,  she  was  kind 
and  attentive  to  Herbert,  relative  to  whom,  no 
inquiries  were  made;  for  the  low  set  among 
whom  he  was  thrown,  believed  Nelly  to  be  his 
mother:  but  when  intoxicated,  her  temper  was 
violent  and  cruel,  and  she  constantly  beat  him 
and  Bluff,  till  they  would  fly  from  the  house. 
Gradually,  too,  all  his  clothes  were  pledged,  or 
otherwise  disposed  of;  and  the  lovely  boy,  on 
whom  the  winds  of  heaven  had  not  been  per- 
mitted to  blow  too  roughly,  was  half  naked,  and 
frequently  fainting  with  hunger,  of  which  he 
trembled  to  complain. 

In  December,  Nelly  was  attacked  by  a  slow 
fever.  She  strove  to  conquer  it  by  deeper 
draughts  of  her  prized  gin,  and  the  disease  flew  to 
her  brain;  then  the  little  care  she  had  occasionally 
paid  to  Herbert  was  lost ;  and  as  she  had  never 
permitted  him  to  mix  with  other  children,  appre- 
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I  continued  at  the  hotel  of  F for  six  days, 

and  then  proceeded  to  London.  It  was  my  inten- 
tion to  call  Herbert  Lionel  Deeihurst;  and  I 
resolved  to  alter  my  will,  name  him  my  heir,  and 
appoint  La  Franck  his  guardian ;  and  I  concluded 
he  would  believe  him  to  be  my  own  son,  as  his 
likeness  to  me  increased  with  years.  From  my 
early  friendship  with  Aigline,  and  after  intimacy, 
I  thought  it  probable  she  might  be  suspected  of 
being  the  boy's  mother,  and  sttch,  soon  as  my 
adoption  became  public,  was  the  general  belief. 

While  engaged  in  the  execution  of  these  plans, 
which  again  drew  me  back  to  life  and  its  interests, 
I  heard  of  Lord  Beletrieve's  death,  by  a  chance, 
which,  had  it  occurred  to  another,  would  have 
drawn  forth  his  bitterest  sarcasm.  On  the  very 
morning  but  one' previous  to  his  Lordship's  ex- 
pected nuptials,  he  was  found  dead  in  his  bed. 
Probably  he  had  sufficient  reflection  to  regret 
having  become  the  tool  of  the  Vilmonts,  whom  he 
always  despised ;  and  the  vexation  brought  on 
another  fit,  which  terminated  their  hopes.  Abash- 
ed, disappointed,  ridiculed,  they  hurried  off  to  the 
Continent,  regretted  by  none.  After  these  events, 
I  no  longer  shunned  society;  but  its  empty 
pageantry  afforded  no  pleasure ;  and  I  resolved  to 
proceed  to  the  East  with  Herbert,  whom  I  did  not 
keep  at  the   hotel, — as,  while  in  England,  I  con- 
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I  found  no  difficulty  in  persuading  La  F)ranck 
to  accompany  me  to  India.     It  had  ever  been  his 
favourite  wish  to  go  there  as  a  missionary^  but  he 
could  not  leave  his  aunt  and  sister.     At  this 
period  he  was  very  poor,  and  saw  litde  prospect  of 
promotion  in  the  Church;   so  I  allowed  him  a 
thousand  a*year  as  tutor  to  Herbert^  assuring  him 
that  his  efforts  to  prop^te  Christianity  in  India 
should  have  my  fullest  assistance.    By  the  com- 
mencement of  July  all  was  in  preparation  for  our 
voyage.    La  Franck  shed  tears  as  he  parted  from 
many  a  valued  friend;  for  me^  I  had  none  to 
regret — none  who  would  regret  me,  or  feel  sorrow 
on  my  departure  from  Britain.   So,  on  the  twenty- 
second  of  the  same  month,  in  my  weU-appointed 
vessel,  accompanied  by  Herbert,  La  Franck,  Lle- 
wellyn, and  a  train  of  domestics,  I  sailed  with  a 
favourable    wind    for  Pondicherry, — that    haven 
towards  which,  during  many  a  hard  struggle,  my 
father    had    looked    as    the   land    of    promise; 
that  proud  home  to  which,  in  the  dreams  of  an 
ill-regulated  imagination,  I  had  planned  to  bring 
Clara — then  Aigline.      Alas!  for  me,  hope  and 
love  no  longer  existed. 

*  *  Ht  3fC  * 

My  gorgeous  palace  and  accumulated  wealth  far 
exceeded  my  expectations,  and  for  the  last  eight 
years  I  have  principally  resided  in  Pondicherry, 
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fictitious  name.  Independent  of  this,  I  would  re- 
move from  him  the  foul  stigma  of  illegitimacy,  and 
still  more  I  owe  it  to  Clara  who  fell  an  innocent  vic- 
tim to  my  crimes.  It  may  be  asked,  why  then  have 
I  so  long  postponed  the  explanation?  I  can  offer  no 
excuse,  but  the  weak  selfishness  of  my  character 
which,  with  a  morbid  sensibility,  shrank  from  ex- 
posing to  a  cold  sneering  world  the  frailties  and 
sorrows  which  blighted  my  youth.  The  victories 
of  war  entwined  my  brow  with  laurels,  the  chances 
of  a  blind  fortune  heaped  on  me  her  treasures; 
and  these  distinctions  exalted  me  in  the  opinion 
of  an  imreflecting  multitude,  ever  influenced  by 
outward  show.  Again,  La  Franck  in  the  pursuit 
of  his  impretending  charities  chose  to  impute  to 
my  liberality  what  in  troth  originated  in  his  virtue, 
and  all  along  the  coast  I  am  hailed  as  one  de- 
voting his  time  and  means  to  the  purposes  of  a 
christian  philanthropy;  and  Herbert  witnessing 
this,  not  only  loves  me  with  the  affection  of  a 
child,  but  in  the  enthusiasm  of  his  ardent  nature, 
almost  reverences  me.  Let  me  then  enquire,  is  it 
easy  to  snap  asunder  the  link  which  connects  us, 
to  draw  the  veil  and  stand  before  him  not  as  an 
adored  father,  but  as  the  wretch  who,  in  pursuit  of 
his  unhallowed  passion,  drove  his  hapless  parents 
to  an  untimely  grave?  Yet  to  this  dreadful  neces- 
sity I  am  now  driven,  and  scarcely  can  the  reli- 
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ties  may  tend  to  his  future  happiness  time  alone 
can  tell;  but  under  the  judicious  guidance  of  La 
Franck,  I  trust  they  may  be  directed  to  the 
noblest  purposes^  and  with  this  prayer,  Herbert, 
child  of  my  adoption,  &rewell! 


Frevillr  Deerhurst. 


Palace  of  Pondicheny, 
22d,  1823. 


THE  END. 
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